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itself in the jazz world. That 


it's permanent and influential, 
most importantly, it’s 


item, 


ing idiom of popular music. 
music,” is proof enough that 


one form or another. 


by its adherents. Bop is still 





alized publicity incurred by 
cultists in the early years. 

bookers who, it’s alleged by 
boppists, in many cases can’t 


asbord, shy strictly away from 
bop or semi-bop bands 





with music. 


buffoonery. 
Reactionaries 
Unsympathetic critics 





(Continued on page 63) 








Ethel Barrymore said 


I think 


eel y 


we say, 30 years ago. I hope to 


ive— : 
&—not only in the theatre 


eel young.” 
: Yesterday (15) 
nd old friends Zathered at 


he cake had 70 canZies. 


and Lio 
Speaking "7 
. 

pe recorder and Silver 


ayer kudos od 
- most fore ner ae 
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paying 
in a limited way as a commercial 


Studi 
Udio to help the actress celebrate. 
Louis 
. Mav : 

Mayer hosted, with Mayer, Billie 
Barrymore 
- The studio fave her a 
tray. 
“one of 
ae personalities in 
je orld,” expressing the 

Pinion that “films would hai her | 


By HERMAN SCHOENFELD 


Bebop—the hottest potato in the 
music business since the swing-or- 
sweet schism back in early "30s 
js grooving out a definite corner for 


cor- 


ner is admittedly small, according 
to the flatted fifth factionalists, 


but 
and 
off 


Riding out five years of critical 
controversy, bop is now anchored 
safely against the shifting winds of 
faddism. Like swing, it has not only 
developed a solid following in its 
own restricted jazz circles, but is 
slowly permeating into the prevail- 
This, 
for the partisans of “progressive 


bop 


in no flop, but is here to stay in 


That bop, however, hasn’t clear 
sailing from now on in is conceded 


bat- 


tling against the odds of its own 
queer monicker and the sensation- 


the 


Band 


the 
tell 


between a keyboard and a smorg- 


dat- 
on 


grounds that have nothing to do 
They’ve been scared 
by bop’s connotation with beards, 
berets, bowtieism and bandstand 


: (called 
teactionaries” in bop’s  politico- 
musical jargon) have played up the 
many aspects of the music’s practi- 
timers to hide their hostility to 


Tm Just Starting,’ Says 
Ethel Barrymore, Young At 
10; M-G Helps Celebrate 


| ia Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
* 1936 I said I would retire.” 
(18) yesterday 
On her 70th birthday, “today 
' ‘ that is a very silly remark. 
am just starting. At 70 years I 
ounger today than I did, shall 


con- 


ti 
’ repre my career, and can’t think of 
ue that I don’t hope to be ac- 


but 


2 ben fields, at least in interest. 
ay be 70, but I don’t feel it. 


50 Metro execs 


the 


Behop Finds Its Small But Solid = 
| Beat Paying Off in Limited Way 





Bandmaster Creatore At 


me | 
| 
| 


78 Plans TV Comeback | 


Giuseppe Creatore, one of Amer- 
ica’s top bandmasters, is planning 
a comeback to the podium at the 
age of 78 with an eye towards 
working in television. He was 
among the great names of a gene- 
ration ago as head of Creatore’s 
Band which ranked with Sousa, 
Conway and Pryor. Creatore’s 
name slipped out of the public eye 
in the 1920s during the eclipse of 
amusement parks and vaude by 
films and radio. 

Creatore came out of retirement 


two vears ago when he_ guest- 
conducted a concert at Randall’s 
Island, N. Y. Recently returned 


from Italy, where he toured with 
his own opera company, Creatore 


| plans to revive his band organiza- 


tion this winter which, he believes, | 


i will fit into the new sight values 


| personalities. 


Stars on Ayem 


created by video. 








Programs Now 


The trend next season, on the 
basis of deals already set, will be 
toward development of network 
morning programming using major 
Inked for stanzas 


thus far, for example, are Eddie 


Albert, Buddy Rogers, Joe DiMag- | 
gio and Garry Moore. | 

The a.m. star fever has been in- 
spired by the sock audience reac- 
tion to Arthur Godfrey, whose last 


| Hooper (6.6.) for Chesterfield far | 


outstrips any ‘of the four webs’ be- | 
fore-noon competition. 

The morning emphasis points up | 
anew the fact that the networks 
have” virtually abandoned ==§ any 
hopes of competing with the day- 
time serial as afternoon program- 
ming fare, recalling Lucky Strike’s 
recent attempt to popularize Don 
(Continued on page 56) 





Strauss Nixes U.S. Visit 
But Wants His Royalties 
Garmisch, Germany, Aug. 16. 
Richard Strauss, 85, famed 
opera-symph composer, has re- 
fused an invitation to come to 
the U. S., on grounds of ill health. 
The National Arts Foundation, 
represented by director Carleton 
Smith, issued the invite. The com- 
poser recently returned from 
Switzerland to his home here. 
He has also refused permission 
for his latest opera, “Die Liebe 
Der Danae.” to be performed in 
Stockholm. Zurich, and Salzburg, 
because so many opera theatres in 
Europe have been destroyed. 
Composer is now trying, through 
legal action. to obtain release of 
royalties amounting to $1,000,000 
(his figure) which have piled up 
lin the U. S. since 1939. 


—— 4 


MANAGERS 


MISE. | 





OTORM olGNALG 


By ARTHUR BRONSON 
Strawhat trade this summer is | 
marked by two things—strong biz | 
and strong beefs. Coupled with 


| Sood receipts are complaints about 


agents’ greed, higher royalties, the 
bad effect of one or two stars’ high 


pay on other salaries, rehearsal 
problems and name stars in gen- 
eral. Biz and beefs show a healthy 


condition, but the storm signals are 
raised. 

Results of VARIETY’s second an- 
nual survey of the summer scene, 
via a questionnaire sent to about 
20 representative strawhat produc- 
ers. shows business generally up 
over last summer, in some spots 


as much as 30°. Richard Skin- 
ner’s Olney, Md., theatre claims 
biz up 30°,; Westport (Conn.) 


Country Playhouse reports a 20% 
increase. 
Richard Aldrich advises that b.o. 


son. At his new theatre at Fal- 
mouth, only 40 minutes from Den- 
nis, Aldrich says he’s discovered a 
new audience of approximately 
5,000 persons a week and hasn't | 
affected his Dennis following in | 
any way. | 
One or two managers admit | 
trade is not quite so good this | 
summer as last, attributing this to | 
July’s very hot weather. Several 
found conditions about the same 
as last season, with a strong June 
offset by a spotty July. Operating 
(Continued on page 58) | 


Record Biz In 


August Pickup 


Record business has shown signs 
of picking up during the past week 
or 10 days. Sales executives have 
felt a slight surge which they point 
out is spotty, not yet general, but 
which they feel is indicative that 
the usual seasonal pattern is stir- 
ring. Prewar, the disk business was 


' good through the winter, sloped off 


in spring, dipped in summer and 


began rising again about Aug. 15 
Sales execs who have recentls 
been out on the road assert that 


through conversations with dealers 
and distributors they are convinced 
that the fall and winter biz will 
come back strongly. This despite 
the continuing clash of vari-speed 
platters Some feel that the 
cheaper recordings being put out 
by Victor. Decca and Columbia are 
going to take up a goodly portion 
of the sales slack. | 





| 
| 
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D.C. Current 
Radio’s show im- 
presarios have been doing a 
burn the past week. 
They don’t like the competi- 
tion coming out of Washing- 
ton on the deep-freeze give- | 
aways. , 


siveawas 


Annual subscription, $10 
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Florida Yens to Emulate 


eo ‘ - ‘ 
Riviera for Summer Biz 
Miami Beach, Aug. 16. 
hoteliers are looking 
the socko business be- 
ing done on the French Riviera and 
are wondering why Miami can't 
emulate the French idea and con- 
vert into a year-round operation 
Like Miami, the Cote d’Azur was 
essentially a winter resort and to 
this day many smart Parisians go 
to Deauville on the Channel coast 
rather than south to Nice, Cannes 
etc. It has been the Americans who 
have dominated into converting the 
Riviera into a turnaway summe 
resort. 

This is sparking ideas among the 
Florida hotels to campaign for a 
parallel idea and keep the Yank 


Locat 


| dollars on these shores, particular- 


: P |ily if they can get ay with casi 
at his Cape theatre, Dennis, Mass., | oF coer Coe et Say LEN Chee 
is running 10% ahead of last sea- | 


operations. 


World's Fair in D.C. 
On Its 150th Anni 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

Nition’s capital may get a 
World’s Fair next year to cele- 
brate the 150th anni of its found- 
ing, similar to the New York ex- 
travaganza held in 1939-40. 

House Appropriations Commit- 
tee today (Tues.) reported out a 
bill devoting $3,000,000 towards 
financing of the Sesqui-Centennial 
celebration. Plans for the fair have 
been in work for some time but 
have been held up by the reluc 
tance of the Senate to okay the 
House’s vote. President Truman 
stepped in last week to push the 
measure and it is expected now 
that the Senate will go along with 
the Hovse bill. 

Celebration, provided the bill 
passes, will open April 15, but it 
is believed that all the buildings 





and concessions, which together 
will be named ‘Freedom Fair,” 
may not be ready by that time 


Historic pageant to be scripted by 
Paul Green for an amphitheatre on 
the fairgrounds will not be ready 
until June 15, however, so it is ex 
pected that the amusements and 
recreation centre on the ground 
will be open for business by that 
date. 
Legion’s Anti-Commie 
Resolution for H’wood 
Hollywood, Aug. 16 
American Legion, at its 3lst an- 
nual convention at Long Beach 
(15), drafted a resolution 
urging studios tu “fire all known 
or proven Communists, or mem- 
bers of fellow travelers’ groups.” 
Veterans’ organization pledged 
its assistance in upholding “Amer- 
ican ideals” on the screen. 
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Jomi Anglo-US. : 


Division of World’s Film Markets 


Biggest Anglo-American joint 
production program in the history 
of the industry is taking form for 
the 1949-50 season as the answer 
to currency barriers raised because 
of Britain’s continuing crisis. 

Viomentum for numerous film- 
making ventures in England, both 
with the J. Arthur Rank forces and 
indie producers, has built up dur- 
ing the current week. Both the 
British producers and American 
majors give every evidence of 
anxiety to reach agreement on 
partnering deals. The Yank com- 
panies are being pressured by the 
need to put their frozen pounds to 
work while the British are actively 
seeking joint ventures to insure a 
profit on their pix. 

Arrival this week in the U. S. 
of Earl St. John, one of Rank’s top 
production execs and joint manag- 
ing director of Two Cities Films, 
is adding scope to the extent of 
these joint ventures. One such 
deal, a three-way proposition in- 
volving World Screenplays, United 
Artists and the Nasser brothers 
has already been closed and the 
British indie outfit is in the throes 
of other negotiations (See separate 
story herewith). 

tank is eager for such deals be- 
Cause he gets American filmmak- 
ing know-how and bankrolling in 
the form of 50% participation by 
Yank companies. As the program 
now shapes, it would mean a divi- 

(Continued on page 63) 


Mary Pickford Seen In 
Active Video Role (But 
Not Acting) in Move East 


With Buddy Rogers set to sign 
a combined radio-television con- 
tract this week with ABC for shows 
that would originate in N. Y., it is 
believed certain that he and Mary 
Pickford his wife, will move from 
Hollywood to Manhattan perma- 





nently. That would require their 
closing their Pickfair home on the 
Coast, one of Hollywood’s show- 
places, for the first time since it 
was built by Miss Pickford and 
her late husband, Douglas Fair- 
banks, 29 years ago. 

If the couple moves east, it’s 
expected that Miss Pickford, be- 
cides taking a much more active 


interest in United Artists, of which 


she is co-owner with Charles 
Chaplin, will also take an active 
role in video. (She has an appli- 
cation pending for three .Carolina 
stations.) While she will not do 
any TV acting, it is possible that 


(Continued on page 61) 





Channel Swimmer’s P.A.’s 
Shirley May France, currently 
in England waiting for the right 
weather in which to attempt her 
swim of the English Channel, will 
make a personal appearance tour 
when she returns to the U. S. 
Robbins Bros., New York agents, 
are handling the booking arrange- 
ments for the 17-year-old girl. 
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lron-Man Jolson Whams New York In 


‘Live-Trailer’ Swing of Loew's Circuit 





By ABEL GREEN + 

Al Jolson, whose impact with 
“The Jazz Singer,” pioneered the 
transition from silents to talkers, 
appropriately enough trailblazed a 
new kind of “living trailer’ with a 
series of six-in-one-nighters he did 
in the Loew’s metropolitan New 


Bergman-Rossellini’s 
Own Idea of ‘The Chase’ 


Rome, Aug. 9. 
Bergman and _ Roberto 
returned 


Ingrid 
Rossellini, 


York theatres last week. In play- ji as A ‘3 pale 
= . . . ® ~ « © "O y y y > 'Coa 
ing six houses per night, for three for “‘God’s Earth, are giving news 
alata (Wabaend Thursday and P@permen a dizzy runaround in 
, sday sday : 
Friday) datinn ot 6 oan. fe Rome. Miss Bergman, who was 
c ple ul od a > *9 eo . ° a , 
ioawe ling with lice ace rin whisked into the city in Rossel- 
. . a moliee « : in é 
; ey ; ; lini’s new speedcar, is in strict 
make timetable connections, Jolson hiding shifting siete 5 wonkee | 
literally proved himself the iron Bie aha , orion 
scam ol chow buehne apartments belonging to the direc- 
€ N \ JUY LOSS. 


tor’s family. Joseph Steele, han- 


One by each, Loew’s and Colum- 
bia executives fell by the wayside, 


from Strom-| 
boli where they completed scenes | 


dling public relations for the ac- | 


but Jolson came up the following 
night to do his two to three, and 
on occasion, four songs in each 
theatre. Seasoned showmen and 
newspapermen, making the rounds 
with Jolson, to a man observed, 
“You couldn’t picture this until 
vou actually made this tour as we 
did.” 

The physical 
teeming thousan 


drain in battling 
Is at each theatre 


tress, has been handling all queries 
concerning her picture plans, 
divorce, marriage, etc. 

Hedda Hopper, who planed to 
Rome last week, has been the only 


|U. S. reporter to get near Miss 
Bergman. The Hollywood colum- 
nist, however, is leaving for a 


swing around Italy and may wind 
up in Morocco to visit Orson 
Welles. Rossellini, is preparing to 
complete “‘God’s Earth” 





for RKO ly 
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BOR 


375th WEEK! 
3,822 Performances 


All-time long run record in the 
legitimate theatre. 


KEN MURRAY’S 


“BLACKOUTS OF 1949” 
| Completes 7-year run El Capitan 
Theatre, Hollywood, August 27. 
OPENS Ziegfeld Theatre, N. Y., 


sept. 6. . 





EDDIE CANTOR OKAYS 
PALLADIUM FOR 1950 





staggered many a younger man. # ‘ : Eddie Cantor gave Val Parnell 

; hes : at the Cine-Citta studios here. : gate : 

Pic > company people, a ‘ |summer at the Palladium, London. 

press, the lay press, the Life Burns & Allen Click |The managing director of the 
found them- | 


photographers, et al., 
selves. dragging after the second | 
or third show, but with Jolson, | 


At Palladium; Benny’s 
for his topper-offer at Loew’s Pit- | . 
kin, in the Brownsville section of | Surprise Personal 


Brooklyn, it worked in inverse ra- | 
: London, Aug. 16. 


tio—there he threw in a couple of | : = 
Despite a 15-year absence, 


extras, including a traditional Yid- 
dish doggerel, ad libbed with the 
customers, etc. 

Here was the “route” as this re- 
porter played it Friday (12) night: 
Triboro, Astoria, 8 p.m., and then 
in half-hour intervals, almost on 
the nose, followed the Prospect, 
Flushing; Valencia, Jamaica; Gates, 
Premier and Pitkin, all Brooklyn. 

Flanked by squad cars front and 
aft, utilizing both a Grand Central 
Parkway convoy car and one from 
the N. Y. Police Dept., so as to 
insure familiarity with the maze 


of Queens-to-Brooklyn streets, the 
crackerjack Loew's Theatres pub- 
licity department ran things like a 
Just to make 
Loew Theatres execs Oscar 
A. Doob and Eugene Picker were 


well-oiled machine. 
sure, 


(Continued on page 61) 


TODD DICKERING SCHNO 





comedians Burns & Allen scored 


| heavily before a nostalgic-minded | 


audience at the Palladium Monday 
(15). Whetting the customers’ 
memories by their funmaking, the 
couple climaxed their comic rou- 
tines with a minuet dance from the 


13-year-old Paramount film ‘Col- | 


lege Holiday.” On the latter se- 
quence they were supported by 
zany Ben Blue. 

Highlighting Burns & Allen’s 
Palladium return was the surprise 
appearance of Jack Benny at the 
opening day’s performance. 
tivated by sentiment, the star flew 
some 6,000 miles to sit in at the 
preem. He made an impromtu 
speech and was only allowed off- 
stage after promising he’ll return 


next year with Mary Livingstone. 


i/and Phil Harris. Now in the CBS 
‘fold, Benny huddled in Paris with 
the net’s board chairman William 
S. Paley before planing back to the 


COMBO FOR N.Y. VAUDE neo of the Palladium show 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Mike Todd left for New York 


'was a brisk potpourri with Blue 
standing out via his comedy and 


Mo- | 


Monday (15) following incompleted dancing. Count Leroy, from Har- | 


negotiations for the appearance of old Steinman’s “Skating Vanities” 


Clayton, Jackson and Durante for at Wembley, wowed ’em with his | 


four weeks in Todd’s contemplated roller routines while the Three Ru- 





“Two a Day” at the Winter Garden, dells 


N. Y., this fall. Todd, who has 
been in Hollywood for the past 
week, plans getting Ethel Merman 


were appreciated in their 
‘comedy offering. Withal, the head- 
liners look a cinch to pack in 
trade in their fortnight’s stay not- 


| British vaudeville flagship and the 
|Foster’s agency head met the 
comedian in Cannes, on a flying 
trip two weeks ago, to get his ten- 
tative acquiescence, depending on 
radio, TV or other committments. 

Cantor will bring to London a 
departure for American comedians 
a kneaded show which he'll 
break in first in America. Work- 
ing with and into the other acts 
is a novelty for Londoners who 
haven’t seen the emcee style of 
integrated performance. 

Incidentally, Cantor turned 
down a percentage bid from Bill 
Miller for the Riviera, Jersey 
|'roadhouse, which could have 
netted the comedian “almost $35,- 
000 if you do the same amount of 
business Tony Martin did.” This 
was over $70,000 gross. 





Brisson Proving Terrif 
_ B.0. Draw in Ist Concerts 
In Denmark in 20 Years 


Copenhagen, Aug. 9. 

Carl Brisson hasn’t performed 
in Denmark since he left 20 years 
ago. But his popularity here is so 
strong, that it was impossible for 
him to refuse when Skandinavisk 
Koncertdirektion asked him to give 
two concerts at the big K. B. Hal- 
len (4,500 seats), sponsored by Den- 
mark’s two biggest newspapers, 
Politken and Berlingske Tidende. 
|The success of Brisson’s one-hour 
autobiographical program over the 
Statsradiofonien had shown the 


with Cole Porter at the piano. Jack withstanding the sudden heatwave. singer, than even if he sang mostly 


Cole Dancers, and some imported 
vaude acts to fill. 

Durante’s acceptance of the 
Todd date has been made difficult 
due to the fact that comic would 
have to tramfscribe his proposed 
new radio show with a story in- 
stead of a gag basis. Another 
hurdle is whether the Esty Agency 
will allow Durante to stay east 
following the Garden stand in 
order to play the Copacabana nit- 
ery in November. 

Durante is also waiting before 
final acceptance to see if Todd 
can arrange with the Esty Agency 
to absorb part of the expense of 
transporting radio troupe with him 
while in the east. 





EMLYN WILLIAMS INTO 
LILLIAN HELLMAN PLAY 


British writer - player - director 
Emlyn Williams. arrives in the 
U. S. from London by air Sept. 5. 
He’ll immediately go _ into 

_hearsal in Lillian Hellman’s play, 
“Montserrat.” 

“Dolwyn,” a Sir Alexander Kor- 
da film which Williams wrote and 
directed and in which he co-stars 
with Dame Edith Evans, opens in 
New Yerk a few days before his 
arrival. It will have its U. S. preem 
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| American hit songs, the Danes 
loved him anyway. 

The sum offered to Brisson is 
said to be the biggest ever paid 
in Denmark to a solo performer. 
| In two hours all seats were sold to 
the first two concerts, (Aug. 24-25) 
and therefore there will be two 
more, Aug. 26 and 29. 

Brisson will sing all his old and 


new song hits, both from England | 


‘and America, as well as some 
Danish numbers. Teddy Petersen, 
Statsradiofonien’s dance band di- 
rector, will lead a big orchestra at 
the concerts. When Brisson con- 
cludes his Palladium engagement 
in London, he’ll return to Copen- 
hagen. 

Before he goes to New York in 
September, Brisson will sing 
“Song of Copenhagen” for the 
Danes from the balcony of the old 
city hall on Copenhagen’s largest 
square, Raadhuspladsen. Never in 
the history of Danish show busi- 
ness has any performer been feted 
as Brisson has this summer. He 
and Clee Brisson will probably 
take a holiday in Denmark next 
year, too—and this time together 
with their son, film producer Fred 
Brisson and his wife, Rosalind 
Russell. 





Brisson’s ‘50 Brit. Tour 
London, Aug. 10. 

Despite Val Parnell and Cissie 
Williams wanting Carl Brisson to 
Start a tour for Moss Empires im- 
mediately after his two weeks’ top- 
ping the bill at London Palladium, 
Brisson was compelled to turn 
down the offer as he is due to open 
- oe Grove, Los Angeles, 
Ov. d. 





Ambassador’s Daughter —_—- 


Set for Berlin Play , Trumbo, Lawson 


Rosemary Murphy, daughter of R eprise Reasons 
For Refusing Infy 


U. S. Ambassador to Germany 
Robert D. Murphy, starts rehears- 
ing in Berlin for local debut Aug. 
16 at Schloss Park theatre. Play 
is “Wir Armen Erden Burger,” 
translation of French play by 
Jacques Duval. Miss Murphy plays 
part of an English governess. Washington, Aug. 16 
She received tremendous pub- Dalton Trumbo and John Howard 
licity in Germany recently in con- Lawson told the Supreme Court 
nection with her first film, “Der | last week that they were on firm 





|Ruf” (“The Challenge”), written "ground in refusing to disclose o- 
and directed by Fritz Kortner.’ litical and labor union affiliations 
Russian magazine, Soviet Art, criti- to the House Un-American Activ. 


| ities Committee. 

Asking the tribunal to take juris. 
diction and hear appeals from 
| Suilty verdicts for contempt of 
'Congress, they contended further 
that a quorum of the Committee 
was not present when they testified 


cized her for making it. 


H’wood Can Rest Easily; 


New Paris Fashions Seen 


By LUCETTE CARON 
Paris, Aug. 9. 


No Threat to Pic Backlog 


and that the trial courts had been 
guilty of numerous errors. 
Theirs, they contended, were the 
first cases of their kind ever to 
come up to the Supreme Court. 


What has_been seen so far of Both were convicted and are syp. 


shows 
breathe 


the fashion 
Hollywood’ to 


uct does not look dated. 


can permit 
easily. 
Whatever changes so far are im- 
material, so that completed prod- 
All back- 
logs can be considered as good as 


ject to a year’s imprisonment and 
$10,000 fines. Their convictions 
have been upheld by the U. §, 
Court of Appeals here. 

The other eight “Unfriendly Wit. 
nesses” have agreed by stipulation 
to be bound by the final rulings in 
the Lawson and Trumbo 


Cases, 
rather than to go to trial 


them- 


new. 
If Paris is to retain positive 
supremacy in fashions, however, 


selves on the same charges. 
Lawson was found guilty on one 
count—refusal to tell the House 
Un-American Activities Committee 
whether he was, or ever had been, 
a member of the Communist Party, 
His petition and brief, a 111-page 
document, covered this matter, 


the couturiers here will have to 
watch their step. Apart from 
American opposition (and Ameri- 
can visitors are considerably in- 
fluencing the designers here) there 
are other sources competing for 
the trade of the smartly - dressed 


woman. Vienna is not yet making ‘Trams wen tend wallty 

its influence felt, but London is’ (otc refusal to al y ae 
s _ s -_ * * < -4 4 2 

now working hard. An English 7 ite | whether 


firm is even competing with 
Parisians on their home ground by 


sending his own models and hold- 
ing a fashion show at the Plaza- 


Athenee. 
The fact that Paris couturiers 


are hiring more and more Ameri- 


can models to show their dresses is 
proof of their desire to have them 
shown to best advantage in the 
eyes of American buyers. 
No more buxom women, says 
|Christian Dior. The 1950 “Mid- 
' dle-of-the-century” belle will be 
| casual, daring and boyish, like the 
| heroines of the silent pictures. No 
hips, no breasts, a close-cropped 
hurricane haircut. She will wear a 
sheath slit up to the knees. 

Both Dior’s and Jacques Fath’s 

| premieres opened with their tradi- 
tional glamour. The midinette 
strike had added a dramatic touch, 
'but not one gown showed signs of 
it, and members of the staff hid 
‘traces of sleepless nights. Paris- 
jians on their holidays in Deauville 
or in Cannes week-ended back to 
|town to applaud Dior and Fath— 
| and, of course, all the international 
press and foreign buyers were 
there in greater number than ever. 
| Fath’s illuminated garden was 
‘like a stage setting and women— 
almost all sun-tanned — looked 
strangely beautiful in that light. 
The mannequins were at their 
best . . .and knew it. Mrs. David 
Bruce, wife of U. S. Ambassador in 

(Continued on page 56) 


Mussolini Biopic May 


{ 


Be Done By Arg. Group 


| Lisbon, Aug. 9. 
Life of Benito Mussolini would 
be reprised on the screen by an 
Argentine producing organization, 
it’s reported in local film circles. 
Dictator’s widow, Rachele, is said 
to have been approached to write 
the script and supervise the pro- 
duction. Vittorio Mussolini, son 
of the onetime Italian dictator, and 
now an Argentine resident, assert- 
edly is interested in the venture. 
Presumably Signora Mussolini’s 
screenplay would be based upon 





her memoirs which have been pub- | 


lished in book form and also have 
been run by a number of Spanish 
dailies in serialization. Her per- 
sonal narrative, incidently, served 
to dull the marketability of a 
book written by the mother of 
Mussolini’s mistress. As told to 
a Spanish reporter, the tome was 
titled “Memoirs of Clara Petacci, 
_the Girl Friend of Mussolini.” 

| Meanwhile, a report that Italy’s 
former foreign minister, Count 
Dino Grandi, had written a script 
for a Mussolini biopic and would 


Supervise its Hollywood production, | 


was denied emphatically by the 
diplomat. In cabling his disavowal 
here from Sao Paulo, Brazil, 
Grandi declared “all news relating 
to my collaboration to a picture 
about Mussolini being made in 
‘Hollywood is pure invention.” 


he was a Communist, and also re- 
fusal to say whether he was a mem- 
ber of the Screen Writers Guild. 
Trumbo’s 35-page brief adopted the 
arguments given in the Lawson 
' brief and devoted itself entirely to 
points dealing with membership ia 
unions. 

“The instant case and its com- 
panion, Trumbo v. United States,” 
said the Lawson brief, ‘are the first 

(Continued on page 61) 





New Kind of ‘Applause’ 
Audiences at Drive-Ins 
| Give Acts the Klaxons 


Nashville, Aug. 16. 

| Drive-in theatres may provide 
|the next major vaude circuit. Idea 
| has already been tested by Bradley 
'Kineaid, hillbilly singer from 
| WSM here, with an in-person draw 
‘at open-airer in St. Mary’s, Ohio, 
recently. Turnaway business re- 
sulted, but at the same time an en- 
tirely new set of audience mores 
had been uncovered. 

Kincaid and his country crew 
found no stage facilities. Conse- 
quently they did their show from 
the roof of a concession stand. The 
audience realized that, because of 
the vast distances in the drive-ins, 
applause wouldn’t register to the 
performer, so they honked their 
horns to show appreciation for &@ 
number or a gag. 

Kincaid played that stop on @ 
guarantee and percentage basis. 
| Because of the success of this In 
tial venture in this field, he’s lined 
up a series of drive-in dates im 
Ohio. 


$80-PER-HEAD RIVIERA 
‘BENEFIT’ A BIG BUSTO 


By MARGARET GARDNER 
Cannes, Aug. 16. 
One of the most expensive an 
‘elaborate flops of the season took 
place Aug. 11 at the Palm Beach 
Casino in Cannes, on the occasion 
of the Bal Des Petits Lits Blanes 
(The Ball of the Little White Beds), 
the most heralded and publicized 
social event of the entire year 2 
France. , 
This charity affair, which since 
1921 has been a “must” for the 
moneyed and aristocratic Euro 
peans, has yearly contributed its 
profits to the upkeep of hospita 
beds for the tubercular youth 0 
France. Normally it is given ro 
‘the fall in Paris, but this year 1 
was decided to give it in Cannes 
during the height of the summer 
season. It was a great mistake. 4 
The 700 in attendance who = 
$80 each to enter will long remo 
ber the evening for its inefficiem® 
organization, badly directed gon 
tainment, lack of “ambiance, a 
poor taste in extraciing money: 
For one month prece“ n8 
(Continued on page 46) 
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mth’ New Sales Policy Paying Off ‘Orr ¢ 


With $100,000 More Rentals Per Week 


Twentieth-Fox’s new sales pol-+ 


icy is paying off handsomely for 
the company with just the results 
hoped for—increased film rentals. 
Veepee Al Lichtman declared this 
week that 20th is now deriving an 
average of $100,000 more per week 
in rentals than it did at this time 
last year. As a result, the com- 
pany expects its current distribu- 


tion earnings to be the best since | 


the peak postwar years. 

First intimation that the system 
was working successfully was made 
several weeks ago by sales veepee 
Andy W. Smith, Jr. Asserting the 
results proved that exhibitors fa- 
vored the new policy, Smith said 
at the time that 20th had 11,455 
more contracts on A features than 
during the same period in 1948 and 
21695 more bookings. Lichtman 
declared this week that the policy 
generally has proved successful, 
adding that “we don’t contemplate 
any more changes at this time.” 

With the exception of the pay- 
off in increased rentals, 20th has 
not yet completed its study of 
which of its suggestions the exhibs 
have taken. 
tre operators to have their choice 
of buying film 
flat rental deals, 
are yet available on how many 
made the switch. Plan also called 
for 20th to try convincing small- 
town exhibs to book A pictures on 
weekends instead of the standard 
fare of westerns and Bs. Results 
of that phase of the campaign also 
have not yet veen divulged. 

Very fact that the number of 
playdates has been increased 
means that exhibs have accepted 
the policy, according to 20th 
spokesmen. 





Hughes Feels Contracts 
Not Necessary Between 


Plan called for thea- | 


on percentage or | 
but no statistics | 





Balaban Due Back 30th 


Barney Balaban, Paramount’s 
president, is due back in New 
York Aug. 30 from his current 
European trip. Mrs. Balaban and 
their two youngest children are ex- 
pected to sail from Italy next 
week. 

Y. Frank Freeman, Paramount 
studio exec who has been pinch- 
hitting at the h.o. for Balaban in 
his absence, heads for the Coast 
this week. He will stay in Holly- 
wood only a few days before plan- 
ing for Chicago to attend the in- 
dustry public relations meet at the 
end of the month. 


20th's Bid to Buy 
Into Canadian 


Odeon Co. Cold 


London, Aug. 16. 
J. Arthur Rank has turned down 
the proposal made by Spyros 
Skouras, 20th-Fox prez, for the 
purchase of a half-interest by 20th 





in Rank’s big Odeon circuit in Can- | 


ada, it has been authoritatively 
learned. Rank nixed the deal be- 
fore Skouras left England for 
France. 


A slight possibility remains for | 


Skouras to obtain a minor interest 
in the 150-theatre chain in return 
for dollars and an assured supply 


of 20th’s product. That interest, 
however, would not exceed 20% 
|tops. Any deal of this nature 


would necessarily involve the pay- 


{ment of dollars since the Bank of 


| England 


RKO and Its Personnel 


There will be no more contracts 
for execs at RKO. That’s the word 


that has seeped down to company 
Officials from controlling stock- 
holder Howard Hughes. Hughes 
himself recently entered into a pact 
with the studio as production chief, 


would not approve the 
sale of overseas assets for frozen 
currency. 

In the wake of Skouras’ huddles 
with Rank, it has been learned 
that the idea of buying a big slice 


of the Odeon chain was entirely | 
Rank made | 


that of the 20th prez. 


/'no overtures in the direction of a 
‘sale but agreed to listen to the 


but assertedly has edicted there | 
shall be no other contracts handed | 


out because he doesn’t believe in 
them. 


Those execs now holding tickets 


will have to work without them 


after they run out if they want to! 


continue with the company. Sid 
Rogell, who has functioned as 
Studio chief since Hughes took over 
more than a year ago, is among key 
officials who are now without pacts. 
His contract expired recently and 
Hughes refused to give him a new 
paper, although inviting him to 
Stay on indefinitely. 

Hughes’ stand is that a contract 
is unnecessary. If there is a diver- 
gence of views or dissatisfaction 
with an exec, he doesn’t want to 
have his hands tied in getting rid 
of him. On the other hand, if an 
employee is not pleased with the 
company, Hughes’ belief is that he 
Shouldn’t be obligated by a con- 
tract to remain. 


NICK SCHENCK’S LOEW 
PACT EXTENDED 5 YRS. 


Nicholas M. Schenck’s employ- 
ment contract as president of 
Loew's, Inc., has been extended for 
an added five-year period. Under 
recent action by the company’s 
board, Schenck’s new ticket will 
€xpire Dec. 31, 1954. Prior to the 
board action, his old one would 


have ended at the close of the cur- 
rent year, 





All terms and provisions of the 
Present contract will apply for the 
additional five years. His salary is 
rod * $130,714 yearly plus 212% of 

in Profits on a formula fixed by 

‘ Present deal. Schenck’s cut in 


Profits durin ’ : 
to $94,121. & fiscal '48 amounted 


(Continued on page 24) 


COHNS, GRANTS RETURN 
FRIDAY FROM EUROPE 


Columbia prexy Harry Cohfi and 
attorney Arnold Grant will arrive 





in New York from Europe Friday , 


(19) on the Ile de France. They 
have been away on a combination 


business-vacation tour for the past | 


seven weeks. 

Cohn will remain in New York 
until Monday (22) night, bringing 
himself up to dote on the com- 
pany’s affairs, before returning to 
the Coast by air. Grant, who is 
a member of the Col board and 
has many filmite clients, is expect- 
ed to remain at his New York office 
for several weeks, then head for 
the Coast for business there. 

Al Jolson is remaining east to 
huddle with Cohn before heading 
west this weekend. 


Pickford, Chaplin Both 
Fast—But Not on UA Biz 


Both United Artists owners Mary 
Pickford and Charles Chaplin are 
currently in New York, but the 
twosome apparently are on domes- 
tic affairs and not UA _ business. 
Chaplin is in Gotham on his way 
to attend a peace conference in 
Mexico City. He avers that his 
presence in N. Y. is because “Oona 
(Mrs. Chaplin) wanted to shop.” 

Miss Pickford came in to join 
her husband, Buddy Rogers, east 
on a radio-J V contract. Neither at- 
tended the UA board meeting held 
yesterday (Tues.). Conclave was 
one of the longest sessions in 
months, lasting from early morn- 
ing until late in the day. 
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FROM ‘49 TAKE 


| The big toll exacted by the 
spring boxoffice slump on the in- 
dustry’s profits is first becoming 
apparent in the shape of major 
company net and gross revenue 
reports released to the public or 
|filed with the Securities & Ex- 
changes Commission. While the 
returns are not uniformly bad, in- 
roads scored against profits during 
the May and June record postwar 
slump proved heavy enough to af- 
fect the entire year’s take of the 
industry. 

Consequently, with the figures 
| now becoming available, a revision 
in estimates of the industry’s pro- 
fits for fiscal ’49 is under way. It 
is likely that the seven majors 
| (United Artists excepted) will not 
'equal the $60,000,000 take of ’48 
as previously predicted. Industry 
insiders are currently fixing their 
| sights on a $50,000,000 total. 

Downward revision is given im- 
petus by the latest SEC report 
filed this week by RKO. Company 
discloses that its gross for the 
three months ended July 2 totalled 
$21,900,000 including $2,605,000 in 
income from non-consolidated for- 
eign subsids. That figure repre- 
sents a sharp tumble from the 
$27,100,000 garnered during the 
first three months. It is $5,000,000 


(Continued on page 22) 





Banks Help U Ease 
Some of the Load 


Universal has won an agreement 
from the three banks backing it 
which permits a substantial reduc- 
tion by U in the amount of readily 
convertible assets to be held by the 
company. Under the modification 
'in the terms of the $8,500,000 loan 
made to U, the company need not 
hold more than $19,500,000 in net 
quick assets as against a previous 
$22,500,000 figure. Banks agreeing 
to the easing of terms are the First 
National Bank of Boston, the Man- 
'hattan Ce. and Guaranty Trust Co. 
lof N. Y. 
| Net quick assets are defined as 
|eash, Government bonds, unamor- 
itized films, scenarios and_ story 
| 


rights. The $22,500,000 figure was 
(Continued on page 24) 


| 


Break in hot weather in numer- 
ous key cities covered by VARIETY, 
especially in important communi- 
ties of eastern section, is helping 
biz over the country this week. 
New product launched in the last 
10 days, however, is not proving 
as satisfactory as hoped for. Sev- 
eral cities had to weather heavy 
rains on three successive days but 
continued mild temperatures obvi- 
ously are being felt favorably at 
boxoffice. 


“Silver Lining’ (WB) is push- 
ing back on top after dropping 


down to third last stanza. It is 
nosing out “Good Old Summer- 
time” (M-G) for top money, al- 
though the Metro opus, champ last 
session, is a strong second-place 


winner. 

“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO), 
getting much additional playing 
time this session, is crashing 


through to third position The 
King Kong sequel is nice to ter- 
rific. being standout or tops in two 
keys. Fourth spot goes to “You're 
My Everything” (20th). 

Fifth place is being captured by 
“Great Sinner’ (M-G), which did 
10t measure up to hopes on initial 
playdate in N. Y. Sixth slot is be- 
ing taken over by “Anna Lucasta” 
(Col) mainly on sheer weight of 
extensive bookings, since highly 
disappointing in numerous loca- 
tions. “Great Gatsby” (Par), 
which also has failed to measure 
,up to original hopes, is finishing 


0) $50,000,000 
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Selznick Buys 4 Farrar 


London, Aug. 16. 
Powell and Emeric 
(Archer Films), who 
have David Farrar under three 
years’ personal contract, calling 
upon him to make two pictures per 
year, have sold 50% of their con- 
tract to David O. Selznick. 

Deal calls for one pie per year, 
to be made in Hollywood, with 
first pic to start shooting in the 
fall. Contract involves Selznick 
in around $250,000. 


Michael 
Pressburger 


Ask Chi Confab 
To Sidestep Any 
‘Controversies 


Motion 
yesterday 





Metropolitan Picture 
Theatres (Tues.) 
made an open appeal to Ned E. 
Depinet, RKO prez who chairmans 
the Motion Picture Assn. of Amer- 
ica’s public relations committee, to 
keep the forthcoming Chicago 


Assn. 


|meet’s agenda free of controversial 


subjects. The appeal throws the 
spotlight on the tug-of-war cur- 
rently being staged over National 
Allied’s “Finneran plan” which 
seeks to bar stars from pictures 
once convicted of moral indiscre- 
tions. 

MMPTA by its letter to Depinet 

(Cortinued on page 6) 





Brevity RKO Rule 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Brevity, once known as the soul 
of wit, is the slogan at RKO where 
the average running time of pic- 
tures, since Howard Hughes took 
over control of the studio, is 68 
minutes, slightly more than the 
average western, which runs about 
an hour. 
Longest 
Hughes regime is “It’s Only 
Money,” running 85 minutes. “The 
Bail Bond Story” was timed in 78 
minutes, “I Married a Communist” 
in 75, “The Big Steal” in 71 and 
“Make Mine Laughs” in 63. 


picture 


’ 


National Boxoffice Survey 


Cool Wave Lifts Biz — ‘Lining’ Moves Up to First 
| Place; ‘Summertime,’ ‘Joe Young’ Next Best 


seventh with ‘Lost Boundaries” 
(FC) pushing up to eighth. 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) is 


winding up ninth while “Home of 


Brave” (UA) is taking 10th-place 
money. 

Best runner-up pix are “Any 
Number Play” (M-G) and “Not 
Wanted” (FC). 


Strongest newcomer appears to 
be “Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” (U). 
Given great bally, this comedy is 
garnering smash biz on Chicago 
teeoff. “It’s a Great Feeling” (WB) 
shows possibilities, being nice in 
Philly, okay in Cleveland but mild 
in N. Y. ‘“Slattery’s Hurricane” 
(20th), good in N. Y. and L.A., 
hints potentialities on Widmark- 
Darnell name draw. It also is nice 
in Providénce. Initial date for “‘“Ab- 
bott-Costello Meet Killer” (U) in 
Washington looks fine. 

“Once More, My Darling” (U) 


shapes good in L.A. on first date. 
“Scene of Crime” (M-G) looms 
spotty currently. “Too Late For 


Tears” (UA), rated nice in Mont- 
real, is slim in Detroit and mild 
mon, ¥. 

“Brimstone” (Rep) is standout 


in Seattle with fine session. “Big 
Steal” (RKO) shapes slick in 
Louisville. “Outpost in Morocco” 
(UA) is oke in Portland. 

“Doolins of Oklahoma’ (Col) 
looks nice in Omaha. “One False 
Step” (U) is doing nicely in Bos- 
ton. 

(Complete Boxoffice Reports on 
Pages 10-11.) : 
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Meyer-Fox-Work Grant Hughes 
Weeks Delay on RKO Stock Bid 


+ 


Fox-Cliff 
granted Ho- 


Stanley Meyer-Matty 
Work syndicate has 
ward Hughes a week’s extension 
from Monday (15) to accept their 
bid cf $6 a share for his controlling 
stock in the RKO theatre circuit, it 
has been learned. This is the 
second extension they have given, 
previous one having been five days 
from last Wednesday (10). 

Agreement for the latest delay 
was made in a session between 
Hughes and Meyer on the Coast 
over the weekend. While the RKO 
owner did not indicate why the 
extensions were desired, he said 
that he has no offers but the pres- 
ent one for purchase of his theatre 
interests 

Meyer-Fox-Work combo placed 
$1,500,000 in escrow about three 
weeks ago as an earnest of their 
bid in an agreement with Hughes. 
This was in the nature of a deposit 
against the total price of $5,575,000 
for the approximately 920,000 
shares Hughes holds. 

Under an option agreement with 
Floyd Odlum’s Atlas Corp., enter- 
ed into when it sold its controlling 
interest in the RKO parent com- 
pany to Hughes about 15 months 

(Continued on page 24) 


Rank Trims Prod, Costs 
457, Via Salary Savings, 
3337, Economies: St. John 


J. Arthur Rank’s filmmaking 
costs in the coming season will be 
down some 45°% from the 1948 
level when the British producer's 
organization went all-out to meet 
quota demands, according to the 
estimate of Earl St. John, one of 
production execs and 
joint managing director to Two 
Cities Films. His estimate is pre- 
dicated on a 10% negative cost 
saving from the recent salary cuts 
imposed by the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. plus 3314% reduction 
already put through by economy 
measures. 

St. John, currently in the U. S., 
strong opposition from 
(Continued on page 24) 
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EL Hungry for Product; Acquires 2 
British Films But Needs Many More 





With its product shortage likely + 


to become acute again following 
renewed shuttering of its studio 
this week, Eagle Lion is on a new 
row! for outside film to fatten its 
meagre supply. Furthering the 
campaign, EL this week purchased 
the Western Hemisphere rights to 
Herbert Wilcox’s British- made 
“Spring in Park Lane” and en- 
gaged in negotiations for U. S. 
rights to “The Glass Mountain, 
British production turned out by 
George Minter’s Renown Pic- 
tures. 

In the deal with Wilcox, Joseph 
Blumenfeld, Coast exhib, is a part- 
ner. Reportedly, EL and Blumen- 
feld are paying in the neighbor- 
hood of 50,000 pounds ($200,000) 
as a guarantee figure, with Wil- 
cox receiving a small percentage 
on any grosses exceeding an undis- 
closed figure. 

In a search for added product, 
EL is pushing its negotiations with 
Minter. Deal would be along the 
lines of that made with Wilcox. 
There is also a possibility that EL 
will buy the U. S. rights to two 
other Wilcox productions, “May- 
time in Mayfair’ and “Courtneys 
of Curzon Street.” Intermittent 
negotiations have also been Car- | 
ried on with Sir Alexander Korda | 
on four of his films including “The 
Fallen Idol” and “The Winslow | 
Boy.” 

$275,000 Break-Even Point | 

Since the EL lot, with one 
break, has been closed for the past 
nine months, the company is lean- 
ing heavjly on its British releases. 
At that, revenues have now fallen 
below the break-even point of 
$275,000 weekly after the company 

(Continued on page 24) 


VA Claims Within Its 
Rights to Nix Harlem | 
Indie’s Bid for ‘Brave’ 


United Artists will claim its po- 
sition is both “morally and legally | 
defensible’ in the anti-trust pro- 
ceedings brought against it and) 
Loew's last week by Leo Brecher’s | 
Apollo theatre in the Harlem area | 
of New York. Brecher claims that | 
UA has sold “Home of the Brave” | 
to Loew's Victoria, an opposition | 
house, although he made a prior 
offer to negotiate. 


UA maintains that it is under no | 
obligation under the U. S. vs. Par- 
amount decision to license pix on 
anything but the individual merits 
of the case. It claims that it would 
be unfair to take the film away 
from Loew’s, its regular customer 
in the area, and give it to Brecher 
because it happens to be a pic 
Which by its pro-Negro nature is 
particularly strong in Harlem. 
Apollo ordinarily puts the empha- 
SIS On its stage shows, with the pic 
secondary. UA claims that the Vic- 
toria is in every respect a better 
theatre for the pic, particularly 
Since it regularly plays first-run in 
the area. 

Brecher is asking a temporary 
njunction to prevent delivery of 
the film to Loew's. Hearing will 
be held in N. Y. federal court next 
Tuesday (23). No damages are be- 
ing asked. “Brave” is tentatively 





ooked into the Victoria for Sep- 


tember. 





Walter Howey Biopic 
Planned By Popkin 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Harry Popkin, through his attor- 
ine” Herb Silverberg, is negotiat- 
a Walter Howey, Hearst 
ts executive, for screen 
Pe to the story of his career. 
eit in will produce the _ biopic, 
“T} fr as “The Howey Story” or 
le Fighting Editor,” for United 


rtists release ; ; . i 
willing. se, if the editor is | 

Howey's r , iat 
Cee on ugged journalistic ca- 


the once served as a model for 
pay of Walter Burns, the man- 
§ editor in the Ben Hecht- 


arles M ae Gas 
ront me play, “The 


Gering’s Cubano Feature 

Veteran producer - director 
Marion Gering heads for the 
Coast within two weeks to set the 
cast for a film which he’ll do as a 
Cuban locationer. Based upon a 
play by Jay Victor, the yarn is 
scheduled to go before’ the 
cameras some time in January. 
Seript deals with an American 
family that moves to Havana. 

Gering said in New York last 
week that the balance of the up- 
coming feature would be shot as a 
locationer inasmuch as Cuban 
studio facilities are inadequate. He 
recently completed a series of one- 
real featurettes tagged “Cuban 
Cameos.” Shorts present Latino 
entertainers against a Cuban back- 
ground. As yet he hasn’t set a re- 
lease deal for either “Cameos” or 
his projected full-length pic. 


Majors Reissues 
To Replenish Pix 


Famine in Arties 


Sparking what is likely to prove 
an all-industry innovation, Para- 
mount and 20th-Fox are bringing 
out a number of their outstanding 
oldies in limited print volume to 
meet the famine in product faced 
by art theatres throughout the 
country. Move is being made after 
repeated urgings by sureseater op- 
erators, particularly the Lopert cir- 
cuit, as the answer to the terrific 
shortage on foreign product now 
crippling an estimated 300-400 art 
houses. 
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Although there’s been some up- | 


turn in story buying by the ma- 
jor studios during the 
months, the best-seller list—once 
the prime source of literary mate- 
rial for transposition to the screen 
—is largely getting the go-by. Prin- 
cipal reason, according to story 
editors, is that the stuff is “too 
cerebral” and “too subjective.” | 

There was a day, up to a half- | 
dozen years ago, when few books 
that even got close to the best-| 
seller category didn’t get snapped 
up for pictures. Check of the N.Y. 
Fimes’ current list reveals only 
three items in the hands of film 
companies. 

There are a number of reasons 
for the present hands-off policy, 
but looming larger than any of 
them, it’s said, is a change in the 
style of modern writing. Used to 
be that plenty of authors could be 


| counted on to sit down and write 


| Whether realistic or not, it 


| wants to be 


In the case of Paramount, ac- | 


cording to Sam Baker, booker for 
the Lopert chain, 


arrangements | 


have been made with his circuit | 


and others for an ultimate reissu- 
ance by the company of 30-40 ‘‘out- 


standing films.”’ Twentieth is start- , 


ing off more slowly with a test run 
of a double-bill package of two 
Will Rogers vehicles which will 
play the Lopert circuit of eight 
houses. If the test run stands up, 
Twentieth will swing into an exten- 
(Continued on page 20) 


20TH SHUTTERED 
UNTIL SEPTEMBER 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Shooting on the heme lot at 
20th-Fox ceased until 
with the completion of John Ford’s 
“Front and Center,” although the 
company fs still making four pic- 
tures on distant locations. 

Filming starts this week on “A 





| 





September | 


Rank’s Crisis-Bred Consolidation 


Ticket to Tomahawk” in Colorado, | 


while “The Black Rose,” 
and the City” and “Two Corridors 
are in work overseas. 


Lobbyist Expose May 
Be Theme of Film 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

“Who's Who in California Gov- 
ernment?” will be the theme of a 
‘picture to be produced by Tay 
Garnett if he can acquire film 
rights to the life story of Artie 
Samish, whose influence as a lob- 
byist in Sacramento was recently 
aired in Collier’s. 

Garnett and his agent, Bert 
Friedlob, are currently in San 
Francisco negotiating with Samish, 
in the hope of shooting the pic- 
ture while the heat is still on 
among the state solons. 


REP’S REGULAR 25c DIVVY 

Republic Pictures’ board last 
week approved payment of the reg- 
ular quarterly 25¢ dividend on the 
company’s preferred stock. 

Payment will be distributed Oct. 
| 1 to stockholders of record Sept. 9. 








“Night 


| 


action and adventure and romance. 
made 
for easy transition to the screen. 
Now the writer of fiction who 
called sophisticated, 
modern—rather than 
down more of how 
people think than what they do. 


smart and 
corny—sets 


screen. As a result, studios are 
depending more on originals and | 
magazine fiction. 


Another important factor, of 


course, in causing the shy-off from | 


the best-seller preserve is that most 
of the action stuff that would make 
acceptable films are costume stor- 
ies. The period pieces are expen- 
sive to make and in this era of at- 
(Continued on page 56) 


457 Dollar Payments In 
Montgomery British Film; 
Rose Due in N.Y. on 2d Pic 


London, Aug. 16. 

David E. Rose arrives in New 
York Thursday (18) on the Queen 
Elizabeth to line-up star, director 
and script for his second British | 
production to be made under the 
aegis of his recently formed 
Coronado Productions. He'll be 
in New York for a week, is then 
going on to the Coast, and will 
plane back to be in London early 
September. 

It’s almost certain that Rose will 
sign Ronald Colman as his star, 
and it’s planned to put the picture 
into active production by No- 
vember 

Initial picture on the Coronado 

(Continued on page 56) 





past few | 


RUSHOFF ‘BRAINY’ BESTSELLERS 








Metro the Key Co. 


In the eyes of attorneys 
studying the question of an 
appeal to the U. S. Supreme 
Court from complete divorce- 
ment ordered by the lower 
court, key to the entire sit- 
uation now hes with Metro. 
Of the three companies hit by 
the decision, Metro is regard- 
ed as having the best case. 
In the words of one of the at- 
torneys for another defend- 
ant: “If they (M-G) don’t ap- 
peal, we can’t possibly see how 
we can.” 

Defection by Metro would 
so weaken the case of both 
Warner Bros. and 20th-Fox, 
this attorney said, that an ap- 
peal would be less than use- 
less. Hence, 20th and WB are 
eyeing Metro’s future course 
of action. Latter company’s 
position is strongest because 
most of its houses are showW- 
cases in competitive locales. 


Pix Bid for TV 











oP vay | e | 
| And it is mighty hard to transpose partnerships 
a “stream of consciousness” to the | anne S la S politan Playhouses. a 


Technical Skills 


Film industry, massing its forces 
for a concerted pitch to the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
for exclusive’ theatre 
| channels, will press the point that 
|it will be able to give the public 
new technical advancements in TV 
/'much quicker and easier than reg- 
'ular video broadcasters. Filmites 
|;will argue from that that such 
problems as technical obsolescence 
and the advent of color, both of 
which have plagued regular broad- 
casters, may be solved via theatre 


television 


TV and so redound to the general 


benefit of the public. 


} 
Argument will be based on the | 
develop- | 


film industry’s steady 
ment, because of an innate show- 
manship sense and intense compe- 
tition, from the early nickelodeon 
days to its present high technical 
level. Spokesmen will point out 


to the FCC that producers and ex- 


hibitors did not hesitate to switch 
over to sound in the late 1920s, 
despite its cost, to advance the in- 
dustry generally. In the same way, 
increased emphasis is currently 
being put on Technicolor and other 

(Continued on page 46) 





Stirs Host of Rumors-Mostly Phony 


London, ug. 16. 
As J. Arthur Rank’s tilm empire 
digs in for the long pull via major 


‘reshuffling of its production-distri- 


bution setup, “The City,”” London's 
financial district, is refuting a 
stream of unconfirmed and gen- 
erally unreliable rumors about the 
company. These are brushed off 
as being “chiefly Wardour St. pub 
talk.” 

Rank’s consolidation moves have 
started conflicting reports that the 


banks have moved in and, con- 
versely, refused to grant further 
credit. Neither report seems to 


have any justification aside from 
the admitted fact that the Rank 
interests are currently struggling 
through a difficult period. 

The bald fact is that both the 
banks and the British government 
have too much at stake to permit 
any temporary money difficulties 
to upset the $300,000,000 Rank 
empire. Banks are in for $55,- 
000.600 in loans, while the govern- 
ment recognizes the Rank group 
as the key pin in the entire film 
industry setup. Hence, those in the, 


know scoff the raft of rumors as 
mainly untrue or exaggerated. 

Before the year is up there will 
undoubtedly be considerable re- 
vamping of the Rank setup. Con- 
solidation of production is under 
way and one report has it that 
production will be headed by one 
man for the first time. Earl St. 
John, joint managing director of 
Two Cities Films, is reported 
slated for the spot. 

Other shifts are already taking 
place. John C. Woolf, co-director 
of General Film Distributors with 
E. T. (Teddy) Carr, has resigned. 
However, Woolf will not move out 
unless he gets a satisfactory set- 
tlement to his employment ticket. 
He and John Davis, Rank’s top 
aide, are currently in a hassle over 
terms. 


Reportedly, Lord Archibald is 
slated to move into GFD as co- 
director with Carr. Archibald is 


now one of Rank’s top four pro- 


ducers. He previously was asso- 
ciated with Carr at the British 
sales office of United Artists, 


(Continued on page 20) 


PEND ON RKO Paid $20.00 in Cash For 
RIGINALS. MAGS: Pantages, H wood; Other Deals Pend 


¢ RKO paid the Pantages interests 
52,500,000 in cash in the recent 
deal closed by Malcolm Kingsberg, 
RKO theatre chief, for acquisition 
of the deluxe 3,000-seat Pantages 
theatre, Hollywood. Chain took 
title to the house free-and-clear of 
any mortgage or lien. In addition, 
it received an undeveloped lot at 
Fairfax and Wilshire boulevards. 
Indicating the technique to be 
followed in other possible deals 
with the circuit’s partners, entire 
$2,500,000 came from the theatre 
company coffers. Of that sum, ap- 
proximately $1,500,000 was derived 
by RKO from the recent sale of its 
holdings in the Butterfield chain, 
114-theatre outfit straddling Michi- 
gan RKO took that figure, it is 
now disclosed, in selling a 20° in- 
terest in houses and a 
3343° cut in the balance. 


some 94 


Payment of the $2,500,000 was 
made to Lloyd Alexander Pan- 
tages, R. A. Pantages and Mrs. 


Carmen P. Considine, a sister of 
the Pantages. In return, the chain 
took all outstanding stock of Holly- 
wood Pantages Theatre Corp. con- 
sisting of 75 shares held by the 
| trio. 
| Next likely deal to be made by 
RKO in its drive to wind up all 

would be on Metro- 
United 
Artists Theatre Corp. operating 
subsid in which 50°) is owned by 
UATC, 30°% by Spyros, Charles 
and George Skouras and 20° by 
RKO. Negotiations are currently 
under way but no price has yet 
been reached. 

Other large RKO partnership 
tieup, that with Walter Reade in 
the Trenton-New Brunswick chain 
of 12 houses, still remains a bone 
of contention betwee RKO and 
Reade. Negotiators have been un- 
able to reach a basis for talking 
price after months of effort. En- 
tire tangle may land in the law 
courts. 


Unable to Set Suitable 
Yank Deals, Korda Will 
Preem Own Pix in U. S. 


Instead of seeking distribution 
deals for the quantity of films he 
has available for this country, Sir 
Alexander Korda will open them 
under his own sponsorship in art 
houses and semi-art houses in 
larger cities. After these initial 
dates the pix will be open for ne- 
gotiation by any distrib who might 
want to handle them. 

Teeoff booking under the new 
policy finds “Dolwyn” going into 
the World theatre, N. Y., Aug. 
29 under a deal set by Morris 
Helprin, v.p. and general manager 
of London Films, Korda’s Ameri- 
can company. Emlyn Williams 
| wrote, directed and_ stars in 
'“Dolwyn” along with Dame Edith 
| Evans. 

Deals are now being set by 
Helprin on two others. They are 
“Saints and Sinners,” with the 
Abbey Theatre Players, directed 
by Leslie Arliss and based on a 
story by Paul Vincent Carroll, and 
“The Winslow Boy,” from the stage 
hit by Terence Ratiggan. with 
Robert Donat and Margaret Leigh- 
ton. “S&S” opens at the Little 
Carnegie, N. Y., following the run 
of the current tenant 

Helprin had been negotiating for 
some months for a_ distribution 
deal for “Winslow” and an option 
had been taken on it by Joseph 
Curtis, son of Columbia v.p. Jack 
Cohn. However, Korda has in- 
sisted on receiving £100,000 for 
American rights and won't budge 
from that figure, so Helprin was 
never able to close a deal for 
numerous offers he had at lower 
amounts. 


Erskine Exits U 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Chester Erskine has negotiated 
a release from his Universal con- 
tract after three years. 
Producer of “Egg and I” has no 
j immediate plans, 
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. . . as 
teries are second-bests in both city | ° 
and town. Fx 
DRIVE-INS TAKE CUT OF B.0. IN CLEVE, i:2.:: cco oe Expect Revise 
e e °9 dies claim there are never enough 
lof those reliable films, and there e 4 
ONTARIO; SAN ANTONIO BIZ BEATS 748 &°s"=5.5 Film F 
the whole, opinion varies as to the @s all 
5 quality of this year’s product com- | 
pared to that of the previous year. 
. . Cleveland, Aug. 16. +¢ ————— - +in cities of its size in oter sec- Most seem to think product is as . 
Drive-ins are doing far more M R ' tions of the country. Several of good as ever, but there is that y a ors 
damage than television to Cleve- ore espect Please! the Latin-American houses have tendency of the patron to shop to 
land's downtown key houses, in Colosseum of Film Sales- what they call “dos por uno” days, work against. When the industry’ 
the opinion of exhibs here. There men, repping the sales staffs when one paid admission admits In order to combat this standoff- tions meet gets ut * punite rela. : 
are nearly a dozen ozoners on the of the major companies, will two adults. ishness, exploitation and promo- caro. Aug o.83. Ce Way 1n Chi. Se 
outskirts of this Lake Erie port, make an unusual demand in Theatre ops are of the opinion | tion are coming back, but the pace exee director of th ad Sullivan, : 
with a couple more in the blue- upcoming new contract nego- that extra showmanship on any jis slow. The word is out from all' ers of America can ig Own- os 
print stage. tiations. Colosseum will ask film will inerease grosses. How- circuit headquarters that the days board chairman pot = ramble, - 
All of them get a heavy play for a clause providing for dis- ever, they say the film must live of showmanship are back. But present a revised film festival. 7 
from suburbanites’ with. large trib reprisals against exhibs up to its exploitation or word-of- there are many in the biz today to meet the object ese ae plan Co 
families who find such _ road- who treat salesmen in an “‘in- mouth will tear down the entire who never saw the tough days and against Sullivan's axieie % _talsed 
oa ‘ re vier oF sul 3”? ms - ; = ee ? aig neatigy es ak ati  £ ' ; . ot AY PLOpOsal Mi 
side double-feature entertainment ulting” manner. Many sales campalgn. the intensive exploitation of films. Unanimous acceptance by the ma, Un 
cheaper than running the gauntlet men have entered complaints Sr Indies also are catching on, but jor distribs is regarded by th _ ye 
of traffic jams, parking tolls and about being kicked around like Oregon Digs for More B.O. somewhat reluctantly. Although as an absolute pre-requisite ~ duo Un 
stiffer gate fees on the Main Stem. office boys without any pro- rs ‘ : - ; there’s a long way to go in ex- ting the plan into operation — 201 
Free supervised _ play - grounds, tection from the homeoffice. With Stepped-Up Bally hoo ploitation yet, it’s definitely better Because oppositi 7 RI 
milk-heating and diaper service Colosseum also will demand Portland, Ore., Aug. 16. than it was. valeadl onde Aoeabiii has been Pa 
are also drawing factors that have an $8 to $10 weekly raise plus Grosses have dropped somewhat Metropolitan area is definitely proposed iio the pt 7 Prints 
given the progressive drive-ins a increased expense accounts. in irst-run downtown houses in double feature, with only two first- jiyan will suggest bs ‘' P an, Sul- ' 
tremendous edge over the chain Talks are slated to open next this area during the past six run situations regularly single fea- pe ditched terthary h ; oe — 
de-luxers in congested areas. week. months even though operating ex- ture. In the territory it’s about that all first-runs in “ ber oe 
That’s one reason why the Seimnnennineenseeiaienemmenmmmmememmnentn == penses have remained on the same (Continued on page 18) sector be serviced doyaaniee 
latter’s grosses are 25-30% lower but remains open, the work being level. Suburban and small ow) ——iiiioo———E,;, fOllowed by similar treateaa > 
than last year according to circuit done in off-hours. houses have also noted a decline | second-runs and so forth down the 
erga wee i dee fan th The percentage of double bills at but not as great as the big spots. Pub Relations |} line. Proposal is a form of regional 
attendances in last six months is both first-run houses has been Managers and operators are |} saturation employed by many dis. 
attributed to the terrific heat spell stable. No increase is expected. knocking themselves out, trying to Ke—= Continued from page 3 Slee tribs with one modification, that 
as well as Clevelanders’ annual Despite the heavy summer sports dream up fresh ideas for ballyhoo ,. i ; , : being the day-and-dating here con. 
exodus to lakeside cottages and fare in this city, a good film still and exploitation. Both of these lines itself along with Theatre tinues through subsequent runs, ; 
the scores of amusement parks oes its share of business, have greatly increased in scope. In Owners of America, MPAA and Chief hurdle raised to the fes . 
thet skirt northern Ohio. commie — short, picture exhibitors are going | ther groups who want only con-' tiyal, that of clearances, is saniky on R 
Since there are less than 60.000 San Antonio Says Biz out after the coin using every pos- 8@nial matters discussed at the answered by the change. Clear. inite 
television sets in this territory, ‘ a a oa sible media. Theatres are using AUg- 30-31 confab. Some members ances would have to be speeded u i 
with not enough TV programs com- Is Bigger Than in 1948 radio, mailing lists and promotion °f Allied, on their part, are insist- hut not to the extent originally as - 
ing through regularly, video is not San Antonio. Aug. 16.  eals more than ever in addition to ing on discussion of the “Finneran gested. Fears expressed by distrib Lr 
yet considered a very serious local| Local theatre men report that ‘heir regular means of advertising. plan” as their price for participa- execs that once clearances are pa 
th business in this section isfar above | Drive-ins have not cut as deeply | "0" rn tee: changed their continuance would | ot 
it’s not a gag here that candy this same period last year. Biz has into regular theatre biz as many MPAA may dispatch emissary to be the subject of anti-trust litiga- | a 
concessions help some theatres been at an even pace throughout Operators believe. Biz is normally Washington to urge Abram F. tion are pooh-poohed by the | ~~ 
wash off their daily overhead. the past six months for nabe and down in the summer time due to Myers, Allied chairman, to agree TOAers. " 
By far the most menacing, un- first-runs, with an added upturn Weather and the desire of people ‘ dropping the plan from the It is their conviction that the flux ne 
beatable competition, all operators noted in the outdoor theatre biz. to get outdoors. Actually, outdoor agenda. It is the MPAA’s argu- in the industry caused by the anti- ve 
agree, are the night baseball games With no television stations in op- theatres have created new business. Ment that the plan violates anti- trust decisions have rendered the oo 
and broadcasts of Bill Veeck’s eration in the San Antonio terri- People that would not attend a ‘trust laws and that the companies present system obsolete. On that ok 
Cleveiand Indians who won the tory as yet, it is no threat to local regular house are pouring dough have already had a_hatful of score, one TOAer declared: “Two pres 
pennant last year. This burg is biz. Several cafes are installing into these drive-ins. Portland has trouble over their combined move years from now, there will be no aes 
so baseball crazy that downtown sets, however, and trying to bring three outdoor theatres, with all do- against suspected Communists. resemblance between the system in a 
page ge gt almost deserted when in programs from Houston and ing well. Each has good clearance On the other hand, Allied mem- effect now and _ what will exist seat 
Stedi; eo a aves “a the ¢ or San Antonio. They report good and exhibits good product. They bers insist that there is a distine- then.” Ww 
tps pele iaberag at the minimum cage ae, the Deri outlet get pix on a flat rental fee with tion between the Finneran project aera poe 
At these ' rying times, film im- ak thes * ple mages og ch ma os agg a , — antnes ee Te sae PRESSURE TO CUT AMUS How 
wiaapiiioe he or mais ae ee re se 9 = pte Sindy . alg _ There is some theatre improve- mer clearly refers to morals only, w . troll 
oye seg se sear cabins - — is Be a cnn em really and | ments being made but little actual they say, while the ( ommunist is- TAXES CONTINUES IN DC than 
cuss cde Se Glas ee caateiney aa ee A apy pond ne go on construction. The improvements sue raised political questions ines adde 
ae Bed ae | ctive ier places of amusement. are going hand in hand with the Which the U. S. Supreme Court = eee ee ; 
ars to the aired sportcasts of the Drive-ins in the San Antonio area increased bal nie hae ea Washington, Aug. 16. sche 
Indians’ batt:: . ~ paren nlo area eased ballyhoo. may have to answer. Despite the blunt statement from tene 
in have mushroomed up until there Clever refreshment promotion on MMPTA, TOA and others object President Truman and administra- j 
° i is one in each section of the city, and off the screen is pouring added to the Finneran re ‘al mainly my a ey eee “will be ; ss 
Drive-Ins, Popcorn Only growing from four last year to pee te te —— waar added aie hey oa  gpelncnge: tion leaders that there will be no wide 
Re. x . y seven this year. A new type of ve wa Png MErenaANGiee cong POO elpses 4 — the success of |tax cuts this year, pressure for begi 
Bright Spots in West. Ont. ozone | Selene aaa ype of Operators are increasing their con- the first meet insured. This can such reductions continues. gets 
* ozoner, the “walk-in,” has made its cession biz in proportion to the ad- Only be done, it is argued, if only | 
, London, Ont., Aug. 16. appearance here too which is cut- | mission take Attractiv at? nel matters , »rally prinope Re Hapa Most recent statement on_ the - 
Headlights from the long lines of ting in the regular houses. These well s Pe and on a gl tare og 5 aaa y congenial are subject came from Senator Wal- of | 
drive-in patrons offer the bright- | are similar to the drive-in, only sions pie real fae ric magge pana ; ter F. George (D., Ga.), chairman slacl 
est spots in the Western Ontario they cater to the pedestrian. Siey |neneene a, bee a ising is | _Wording of the MMPTA letter, of the Senate Finance Committee, tion, 
film biz picture which has mana- have no roof and close down during | sto ‘ a a + ing payess to signed by prez Leo Brecher, puts who called for an immediate re twis 
gers still reporting low grosses and rainy weather. There are three or ooin Aversy or M0 ego pe wae | Seat Sumgewend | Garten a: tenes te stinaien a = 
looking more and more to the help- four operating with several others |tional phir hy over the na- ‘agenda would achieve the greatest ness. Over a local radio station a va 
ing hand which candies and pop-| scheduled ts open. At. present e ate o c per person. unanimity within the industry and past Sunday (14), George urged ed | 
corn give. these cater only to Negro and |; Major cause of the b.o. decline has been designed to take in prob- elimination or reduction of the wel 
Two. drive-ine are tm this ares. | Latin Americans. is the poor product. Wheneyer a lems common to all branches wartime excise rates and special G 
One, constructed just recently be- The drive-in operators have i ‘Slightly better than average pic- Which can be most effectively han- reductions on earned income, divi- tant 
tween the Lake Erie resort area ticed an about face in ckioaes eg Mot = town, coin pours in- dled on an organized basis. dends and “creative talent” groups. wolt 
ac P > ait a Gic bs j ‘ s : ° H] 
cues ots th aay high. and if they are willing to pay the pubic is starved car dae Rod ong ee Seen OF One nol om gy ananmena “ wee 
eartgfomre Payal cy A wine gh- price can get second run films, and tainment. committee that by reason of the songwriters, playwrights. etc., the ge 
trance The other in the ali soon hope to get first. One of the Light comedy and fas . pti nature of the prospective first time that reductions arco year 
skirts of London is reporting bi G bpssngy +g has a disk jockey from features se = x - nati 7 tee z geod press is mandatory on their royalties has been a ther 
gest business yet in its third Rie one of the local outlets who spins here Sainte ch A oc favorite 1! the entire purpose of the meet- cially recommended during four 
pico eg 7 year disks and gives out with chatter are aco — os a Hon pictures onlay not defeated. And the only current flurry to cut taxes. Cut- pie 
Hardest hit in the industry here ss to the start of the perform- pe a severe ihe tag f tl Lo a ee a ee eee and a be- Ore Se ee Suen rates would ro and 
ont te ale sensed ont ance. Each of the drive-ins have of Find eens aie types ginning made is by having the clude decreasing the 20% _ | D 
aacouihdiais eg le if aia of made arrangements for walk-in netisues 0 yan ¥ pictures with agenda for this first series of meet- sions tax to the pre-war 10 0% and | in; 
these houses here are making the — weak item This " +t of thi et gt yoo seme a ——— = ig agg aad 
quotas set by their front offices, ; Theatre construction at present over well for the "first cone goa all interests represented.” checks to the pre-war » °. hili 
and some are in the red. Even 3S,eveling off. Interstate Theatres days of the showi st couple of Brecher proposed four subjects. In that connection, Rep. vig 
cali © inn ee tee, ig ee Circuit future plans c: GG Bre ig 1e showing, then the word First, a plan to keep alive -oh; J. Philbin (D., Mass.), placed in 
first-run houses are finding it dif- e plans call for sev- of mouth campaign starts and the agai . = ioné cord last Y 
ficult to make their quotas. eral nabe houses. A remodeling picture dies. : S é i€ against taxes; secgnd, organizing the Congressional nt “99% ( 
Eagle Lion and Odeon houses cag en mt ayy whe at several of pomcenit pete ite pg " eagemen orl ren Oomandine _ 
are crying for pr ; F 1e Interstate houses with general .™ n; third, an overall p.r. pro- ©@?é é a TA 
i ee ae ee = renovating the key project. Under K.C. S General Economy gram to stimulate the henedlies: “In our own field, the Pacey 
> Tce be the dame da ee construction is one drive-in which Firm But Film B.O Sli g fourth, nationwide machinery to ment said in part, “a num r os | 
Century Fou has bought into Can- is being built for Latin-American | ct te oUe & ips assure proper dissemination of in- well known dining and : _ M 
ehion Odean snd tar Pan. orci trade. There is no noticable drop Wisi’ aged ity, Aug. 16. formation and material. rooms in connection with the a tion 
sill be available to them. Famous |i construction prices over last | of ot ond i las noticeably slid Brecher, Oscar A. Doob. Loew’s tel industry have closed in 7 the 
ic cane Gao Sear ie te ahs vear although there is an easing up all - ne box office in this area. exec who heads the exec Pirocsots og past 60 days, resulting in the a ' criti 
cage baby : on the procurement of materials. e se ng Peg from 10% to three tee, and D. John Phillips exec di- tional unemployment of a ae Was 
'oow’s and Capitol, first-runs. Theatre men agree that on the inane Yaciidie that amount, but a rectors, will attend the posta for number of people. (Tu 
sa’ business is holding up with >asis of returns, new films are of 10% to "15% ‘ee — S| MMPTA. sll ec cigs, ag Al tare “ne 
line-ups Saturday nights. Capitol] Much better grade than last year, come in pA ts “ “me of this has ures for the past fiscal year field hor 
reports candy and popcorn sales @lthough in some cases it is a mat- months . ee Sy M ° ee aoe Bhd wring $4- P 
ae hinh ae FRC; , jeer eet r ; ee : a 1] : . v icle Sam’s o share ; 
oF Oe OS ee | aha Sele tae te Wile Ges nk ke ee ee ele PAAers Meeting in Chi 670,000 benind the year before “ge 
ranging down to 30 per cent. in the matter of reissues which oe Sealesiig’ serie ag aiog in Advance of Powwow pny ee rrr) bees trie 
Advertising from the houses has Playing in some cases to capacity K.C : and on i aged a Eric Johnston, Ned E. Depinet, $23,350,000 below what aii ferr 
not been cut appreciably and there !ouses. Foreign imports have made having a ire hea en gp as Francis Harmon and other mem- ‘ ‘Me Previous year. ice | 
is still much plugeing of top pic- their appearance here on a regular only slightly off aun te outlook, bers of the Motion Picture Assn. _~ the 
tures. Manegers, however, say this basis, and some have met with the past couple of ye ~ peaks of of America’s committee on com- ‘Sunset Boulevard big 
is not a good ballvhoo town. good response. ng a E Santa munity and exhibitor relations are ; dict 
Assisting the summer trade is Double features are holding their Ps acet of the situation is that planning to be in Chicago Aug. 29. | P : Hell wood of ¢ 
the big tourist season in Western own hereabouts. They are only pe — shopping before one day ahead of the opening of | reem i y Ir 
Ontario. Shering largely in the found in the nabe houses on a reg- a 4 wef “egg the betier prod- the all-industry public relations | Hollywood, Aug. 16. You 
American dollar intake in Canada, ular basis. Drive-ins offer double ot ony bly gets the play, and meet there. They'll hold a session’ Premiere of Paramount's “Sut do : 
it is estimated nine cents in every features once a week for a two day prod A sad an Bam incengs phase of to consolidate their own thinking set Boulevard” will be held right rece 
preenback goes to the film indus- run. Best type of films, sure to o> a ee is no me- regarding the subjects to be dis- where it belongs. on Sunset blve. cont 
try. Capito] runs a tourist informa- biz, is the old fashioned blood-and- peor paige today, there is only cussed at the two-day conclave. in the heart of Hollywood. Studio on.” 
tion booth to he!p draw this trade. thunder western. Drive-ins report ” ‘What i tale R It is expected that other groups is cooking up a nationwide explor it a 
For the first time in vears, no musicals fail to draw. i “tone le es to get biz here may also arrive in Chi prior to the tation campaign hooking the Pe ed» 
new theatre construction is re- There has been no move at pres- and piso A-audget westerns time the gavel comes down to open ture with the film industry's Pros has 
ported. Capitol in St. Thomas is ent to reduce the scale of adinis- ceatedaadiin ae especially in the the sessions at 10:30 am. Aug. 30. ress from 1925 to 1950 ‘ w 
the only house closed, and it is sion at local houses. Local Geaciee be " i -. centers. In the out- They may likewise desire to hold Also tied up with the celebré iin 
being renovated. Loews is under- men are of the opinion that their pack with ae, Seeree lead the a caucus of their members to de- tion will be Gloria Swanson® @ a 
going an extensive redecorating scales are lower at present than —- hes a and musicals termine viewpoints on the various anniv-rsary in the motion pictur ue: 
gnets. Dramas and mys- points of discussion. | business. 
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106 RELEASES 


Comparative Periods 


Following is a breakdown of the number of films being released 
by eight major distributors from now until the end of the year, 
as compared with the past five months and the same period last 


year. 


1949 
(Aug. 1-Jan. 1) 

Columbia .-++e-s 23 
Metro ..--++++- ‘ 17 
Universal ...--- 16 
Warners re 12 
United Artists... 11 
20th-Fox ew ae . 10 
REO ..---eoe. : 9 
Paramount ...+-« 8 

Wate) ov ssvae 106 





1949 1948 
(March 1-Aug.1) (Aug. 1-Jan.1) 
26 23 
12 9 
13 12 
11 9 
11 15 
13 20 
9 16 
10 10 
105 114 











RKO Topping UA as Distributor 


Of Independently Produced Films 


High number of indie-made pix 
on RKO’s 1949-50 release slate def- 
initely puts that company out in 
the lead as distributor of indepen- 
dent product. It will handle a to- 
tal of 19 indie films—a good many 
‘of them already in the can—out of 
the total of 40 films on the release 
schedule issued by prexy Ned E. 
Depinet last week. 

Play that RKO has been making 
for the indies puts United Artists 
in even a tougher position than it 
has suffered through for most of 
the 30 years of its existence. UA’s 
problem has almost always been a 
lack of product and RKO’s heavy 
tapping of the few sources’ still 
available leaves the company in a 


spot. 
While RKO has made no con- 
certed effort to ink indies since 


Howard Hughes took over as con- 
trolling stockholder a little more 
than a year ago, it has gradually 
added a number of them to a 
schedule which was already fat- 
tened by the product of Samuel 
Goldwyn and Walt Disney. It is 
widely believed that this is only a 
beginning and that if RKO really 
gets pushed for product with the 
studio now under the personal aegis 
of Hughes, he may take up the 
slack by signing a flock of addi- 
tional indies. Hughes almost at the 
twist of a wrist could command 
vast resources to back them. With 
a vast personal fortune, he is load- 
ed with collateral that would be 
welcomed anywhere. 

Great majority of RKO’s impor- 
tant films will come from the lone- 
wolf picmakers, it is evident from 


the slate releas inet last | 
ecased by Depinet last |" indiana Board of Health, how- | four for the following two months. 


notes that local health of-| Another five will be distributed in 


week. Goldwyn, who has general- 
ly released only one or two pix a 
year, is giving RKO three and 
there’s even a possibility of a 
fourth. The certain trio are “Rose- 
anna McCoy,” “Beloved Over All” 
and “My Foolish Heart.” 

Disney is also coming up with 
an extra heavy load, via ‘‘Cinder- 

(Continued on page 22) 


YOUNGSTEIN’S PRO-PIX 
TALK BEFORE D.C. ADME 


Washington, Aug. 19. 
Max Youngstein, Paramount na- 
tional ad-publicity chief, defended 
the film industry against recent 
criticism in a speech before the 
Washington Advertising Club today 
(Tues.), declaring much of it is 
neither honest, 
nor based on fact.” 
public should -give motion pic- 
~- the “same fair treatment” as 
lea other important indus- 
eres Youngstein said. He re- 
ice €d to the industry’s public serv- 
€ record, but pointed out that it is 
€ only one among the country’s 
int industries to get a blanket in- 
; ment because of “the failings 
a few.” 
cette is partially to blame, 
: pater yn Said, because it doesn’t 
red 800d public relations job. “We 
linen our responsibility in 
jn h Ing such a powerful weap- 
‘ : = added, “and intend to make 
| Weapon for good.” He remind- 
al pF yeeiprly that the industry 
Weeki ae paid admissions 
ness jo acc laring the “picture busi- 
ae 8 everybody's business and in- 
Rees everybody’s life.” 





bi 


well-intentioned 





+ 


Not in the Script 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Twentieth-Fox had a train 
wreck right on the lot and it 
wasn’t in the script. A Pull- 
man coach broke loose from 
its moorings, rolled down a 
grade and smacked a_ B-17 
Army bomber. Casualties: one 
broken schnoz — sustained by 
the bomber. 








Polio Scare No 
~ Chaser to Bway 


Nationwide polio epidemic, para- 
doxically, appears to be benefiting 
Broadway firstrun houses. Con- 
trary to expectations, juvenile 
trade has been about normal. The- 
atremen attribute this condition to 
a belief that teen-agers and mop- 
pets are hieing to airconditioned 
theatres rather than take risks of 


possible exposure at beaches and | 


resorts. 


atre Owners of Indiana in a recent 
bulletin pointed out that the state’s 
board of health agreed with opin- 
ions of scientists that the closing | 
of schools, churches and theatres | 
/has little effect in halting the dis- | 
'ease’s spread. Exhibitors’ organi- | 
zation urged that there not be a 
\“‘wave of theatre closings without 
‘reasonable justification... .” | 


| 


| ever, 
ficers have full authority to ban | 
‘all public gatherings in the inter- | 
lest of public health. Whenever a 
great number of people petition 
for closing orders, the  board’s 
commissioner informed the ATOI, 
‘the local officer determines the 
i\temper of the public and acts ac- 
cordingly. 


Indiana’s Tabus 

| Portland, Ind., Aug. 16. 
' Restrictions which made Port- | 
land a ‘“‘dead city” while the polio 
epidemic ranged, were loosened 
last week (11), to permit church 
| services, but children under 18 
| still are prohibited from attend- 
ing public gatherings, and the Jay 
County theatres have not been 
opened. Dr. George M. Morrison, | 
health officer, said the spread of 

(Continued on page 20) 


Nassers Slap Suit On | 
Rooney-Stiefel ‘Wheel’ 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. | 

Nasser Bros. (James, George, | 
Henry and Ted) have filed an in- | 
junction suit against Rooney- 
Stiefel Productions and United 
Artists demanding that distribution 
of “The Big Wheel” be delayed 
until three months after ‘Quick- 
sand” is delivered for screening. 
Mickey Rooney stars in both pic- 
tures. 

The Nassers own a piece of 
“Quicksand,” which was made on 
their lot before Rooney and 
Stiefel moved over to General 
Service to make “The Big Wheel.” 
They want their money out of it 





| as soon as they can get it. \ 


| number 
pany during the last five months | 


MAJORS TOTAL 
PARS LAST YEAR 


Theatregoers will have a choice 








| of about the same number of pic- 


tures between now and the end of 
the year as they did during the 
same period of 1948. Lineup, how- 
ever, is considerably stronger in 
b.o~ potential than it was during 
the comparative five months of last 
year or the five months just past, 


| survey by VARIETY discloses. 


Eight major distribs will send 
106 pictures into release between 
now and Dec. 31, with the prospect 
that this number may be expanded 
somewhat if grosses do not come 
up to expectations in providing 
holdovers. Figure compares with 
114 released August-through-De- 
cember last year and 105 during 
the five months just passed. 

While total number of films on 
which exhibs will be able to draw 
this year than last, 20th- 
Fox’s abandonment of “B” produc- 
tion easily accounts for the drop. 
20th sent into distribution 20 new 
pix in the 1948 period while it is 
releasing only 10 this year. Eleven 
of last year’s 20 were minor- 
| budgeters, of which it has none 
| coming up this season. According 
to Andy W. Smith, Jr., 20th sales 


is less 


| veepee, meanwhile, company’s cur- 


rent policy of distributing two pic- 
tures a month is not final, since 
the market may demand more by 
the year’s end. 

Included in the 106 films set 
for release in the next five months 
are such strongly-touted entries as 
Metro’s “Battleground” and “On 
the Town;” Paramount’s “Top O’ 
the Morning” and “My Friend 
Irma.” Also 20th’s “I Was a Male 
War Bride” and “Father Was a 
Fullback;” Warner’s “Task Force”’ 
and “White Heat;’” UA’s “Love 
Happy” and “Black Magic;” Uni- 
versal’s “Abbott & Costello Meet 
the Killer;’’ Columbia’s ‘Jolson 
Sings Again” and RKO’s “Rose- 
anna McCoy” (Goldwyn). 

Eagle Lion is not included in the 
survey 
But, from all in- 
dications, that company’s distribu- 
tion will consist mainly of British 
importations. It released 16 new 
films in the August-January period 
last year. 

Columbia leads all majors for 
the five months with a slate of 23 
pix consisting of 18 features and 
five westerns. Outfit has scheduled 
five for release this month and 


November and the remainder in 
December. Metro has almost 
doubled its releases for the next 
five months, over the same period 
last year. It has set 17 pictures for 
release before Jan. 1. Breakup 
will be three this month and three 
each for the next two months. The 


|other eight will be divided evenly 


between November and December. 
RKO will have nine for the next 


‘five months, the same as during 


the five months just passed. Figure 
is seven pictures less than the 
distributed by the com- 


of 1948. Besides 20th’s drastic 
drop, releasing schedules of the 
other major companies have not 
varied much since last year. 

Also set for release before the 


‘end of the year, but not included 


in the total are revivals of Para- 
mount's “Holiday Inn” and “Lady 
Eve.” The world preem of 20th’s 
“Pinky” is also scheduled before 
Jan 1. It will be a pre-release en- 
gagement. 


EK’s $21,368,830 Net 


Half-year earnings of Eastman 
Kodak slid 24° to a total of $21,- 
368,830 compared with $28,017,724 





for the corresponding period of 
1948. Earnings for the 24-week pe- 


riod ended June 12 amounted to 
$1.63 per share of common against 
$2.24 per share last year. Total 
sales held to within 19% of 1948 
with EK grossing $190,002,934. 

In a report to stockholders, EK 
said that professional motion pic- 
ture sales were off considerably for 
the period. Company gave no fur- 
ther explanation of that decline. 


FOR REST 





| 


: j because of its current un- | 
Meanwhile, the Associated The- | settled condition. 
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Studios Sign 5-Year Contract For 
16,000 TATSE Studio Film Workers 





Race to the Gaol 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Universal is putting on a 
sprint to the hoosegow. Studio 
has ordered all departments to 
rush finishing touches’ on 
“Molly X,” the story of a 
women’s prison. 

Idea is to hit the screen 
ahead of “Locked In,” another 
femme jail yarn produced by 
Warners. 


AFM Asking No 
H'wood Pay Tilts 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

American Federation of Musi- 
cians, apparently aware of the 
tightening of economic conditions 
and the effect on Hollywood's pic- 
ture-makers, has not asked Coast 
studios for a boost in scales for 
musicians. The AFM has quietly 
agreed to extend the terms of the 
current agreement another’ two 
years as of Aug. 31, when the old 
pact ends. 

This was concluded as of Mon- 
day (15) and will be confirmed by 
the parties via an exchange of core 
respondence to that effect. Neither 








the AFM nor studio executives 
who were involved in the nego- 
tiations will disclose anything 


more about the deal or single out 
the representatives of either party 
involved in its conclusion. 

Old contract called for basic 
terms of $39.90 per man for three 
hours or less of studio recording. 
There are no changes of any kind. 

On the basis of the AFM’s ac- 
tion, it would seem that all Ameri- 
can Federation of Labor unions in- 
volved in the production of film, 
have agreed not to seek higher 
scales from Hollywood at the mo- 
ment. Last week, all IATSE labor 
divisions renewed agreements with 
studios on the basis of contracts 
that have been in force. 

What the AFM told studios 
heads about the formulation of a 
scale for musicians covering re- 
cording for films to be made for 
television exclusively, isn’t known. 
AFM has been ducking the issue | 
for some time, refusing to allow 
its men to become available for | 
tele-films by the simple expedient 
of not establishing a scale. Union | 
is wary and being very careful, | 
afraid of the possibility of aiding 
in the making of something that 
will further reduce AFM employ- 
ment, such as occurred with wax 
records. It feels that film shorts 
made for tele would be used over 
and over again, obviating the need 
for live tele-tooter staffs in many 
cases. 





Now Indie Producers 
Have Own Foreign Reps 


Difficulties in the foreign market 
currently are creating a new pat- 
tern of sales representation for in- 
die producers. Two of the film- 
makers releasing through United 
Artists have now added a rep for 
foreign territories to their domes- 
tic sales supervisory staff. 

New rep is Walter Gould, who 
recently left UA after 23 years, 
part of it as foreign manager. His 
producer clients are Edward Small 


and Lester Cowan. He is also 
repping some foreign interests, re- 
portedly including the Frits 


Strengholt theatres in Holland. 

Gould will attempt to make out- 
right deals for Small pix in various 
countries in order to get as much 
unfrozen cash as_ possible out. 
He’ll work on this under the super- 
vision of Harry Kosiner, Small’s 
sales chief. 

In the case of Cowan, he'll han- 
dle “Love Happy,’ Marx Bros. pic 
now about to go into release. 
Cowan’s deal with UA does not 
give the company foreign rights 
and Gould will take charge of the 


‘entire distribution abroad. , 


Hollywood, Aug. 1 
New five-year basic labor agree- 


ment between the IATSE and the 


major film lots was announced by 
Charles Boren, representing the 
producers, and Richard F. Walsh, 
union chief. Contract, involving 
16,000 film workers, calls for a con- 
tinuation of the 11.17% cost of liv- 
ing bonus, granted temporarily in 
1947, an industrywide seniority 
clause giving preference to experi- 
enced motion picture employees, 
and a stronger union shop. 

The pension plan, mentioned in 
the early negotiations, was left un- 
decided with the understanding 
that the question may be taken up 
later with company presidents. 
Several minor issues are still in 
abeyance and will be settled within 
the next 30 days. 


In addition to Walsh, interna- 
tional prexy of IATSE, the union 
negotiators were: Roy Brewer, in- 
ternational repres@ntative; Carl 


Cooper, international veepee; 
Cappy DuVal, Local 44; William 
Barrett, Local 80; James Eddy, Lo- 
cal 165; Herb Aller, Local 659; 
Robert Garton, Local 683: Harold 
Smith, Local 695; Ted Ellsworth, 
Local 705; Stanley Campbell, Local 
706; Al Erickson, Local 727; A. T. 
Dennison and James Tante, Local 
728; John Lehners, Local 776; John 
Ward, Local 767; Harry Shiffman, 
Local 789, and Mathew Levy, 
IATSE attorney. 

Assisting Boren as producer rep- 
resentatives were: William Hop- 
kins, Columbia; L. K. Sidney, Wil- 
liam Walsh and Ed de Lavigne, 
Metro; Ted Leonard, Paramount; 
Leon Goldberg and Mark Bushner, 
RKO; Robert V. Newman and H. 
A. McDonnell, Republic; Fred S. 
Meyer, 20th-Fox; Edward Muhl, 
Emmett Ward and Morris Weiner, 
Universal; Carrol Sax, Warners; 
Morris Benjamin, chairman of the 
Association of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers’ law committee; and Ben 
Batchelder and Alfred Chamie, 
members of Boren’s staff. 

Both Boren and Walsh expressed 
satisfaction over the results of the 
negotiations. 


PETITION TO EXTEND 
CHI RUN OF ‘STABLE’ 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Leroy Krein, attorney for the 
United Artists Theatre Corp., last 
week filed a motion in Federal 
Judge Michael Igoe’s court asking 
that the Jackson Park decree be 
extended for the showing of “Come 
to the Stable” for at least eight 
weeks in United Artists theatre 
here. Tom McConnell, attorney for 
the Jackson Park theatre, opposed 
the breaching of the two-week de- 
cree playing time. 

Krein, in enumerating re sons 
for granting of petition, quoted the 
great cost of pic, $2,250,000, and 
the moral aspect of the film. Pe- 
culiar aspect of the case is the 





filing by United Artists; theatre is 


booked and managed by Balaban & 
Katz, who are defendants in the 
JP case. UA theatres is the lessor of 
the location. As such. UA is not a 
party to the Jackson Park decree, 
but as a lessor to a defendant falls 
under the same limitations. B&K 
has won several extensions of films 
in its houses, but most of the ac- 
tions previously have been filed by 
distributors. Hearing date on mo- 
tion was set for Sept. 13. 

If petition is granted it would 
leave only three B&K houses 
bound by the decree with subse- 
quent backing up of product for re- 
lease. Also on the agenda for ex- 
tension is “Samson and Delilah” if 
“Stable” goes through. 


Schneider’s Col Gift 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
Abraham Schneider, veepee and 
treasurer of Columbia, has gifted 
500 shares of Col common to the 
Schneider Foundation, a_ charity 
holding outfit. At the same time, 
Col exec has balanced off his hold- 
ings by purchasing 500 additional 
shares. 
Schneider now holds 
Shares of Col common, ’ 





10,028 
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| World War II; Mama Yoelson’s 
|pondering “what kind of a name 
Buchman is that for a singer, Bing, Bing?”, 
Both the Yoelsons and Jolie 
warry Parks and Barbara Hale; agg to have their ears constantly attuned | 
to the more modern pop song 
ienry Levin. Music, idioms of the day, as they come | 
through the loudspeaker, and it is | 
editor, in that vein that Jolson is about | 
asst. director, Milton Feld- tg surrender to the fact that his | 
hard-driving, song interpretations 


Jolson Sings Again 
(MUSICAL-COLOR) 


release of Sidney 


William Demarest, Ludwig Donath, Bi 


orchestrations, ; } 
49. Running time, 
languorous crooning styles of the 
William Demarest ; 

Ludwig Donath More showmanship comes in the 


. f . ; "1 1 y ¢ « 
Myron McCormick casting with Ludwig Donath and 


HATE 


Jolie’s mama. 
master of every scene 


Cantor Yoelson 
Emmett Keane 





“Jolson Sings Again” bids fair 
to par “The Jolson Story” grosses 
and may even top them. In short, a 
smasheroo of unqualified propor- 


secular obligations at the altar, in 
Mama Yoelson, 
straighting for his headstrong son 
and squiring the beauteous nurse. 
and Bill Goodwin 
as Jolson’s Broad- 
buddies as manager and pro- 
McCormick makes 
the role of the Hollywood producer 
Services officer 
lievable, anc gives life to the role | 
of a hero-worshipping youth (back 
first saw the 
great Jolson in “Bombo,” ‘‘Robin- 
son Crusoe,” 


The appeal of the Jolson sequel 
is only a matter of degree. 
k even shades the soc 
boxoffice champ of 1946. 
three years ago— 
'46 — that Columbia 


are again cast 


gone Special 


sroer of “the king,” as vet troup- 
natural that the du- 
ravility of Jolson, as the all-time successful in capturing the Jolson 
performing personality in talents for a Hollywood soundfilm. 
contemporaneous Among the intra-trade niceties, it 
would be matched by an equally 
“Jolson Sings Columbia Harry Cohn 
was Horatio Alger 
w.th an Equity card, “Jolson Sings 
Again” is perhaps more emotional 
because Jolson’s comeback impact tajn 
is played against a background of 
hopefuls supposedly 


claiming false 
recognition to the fact that “a cer- 


gave them the idea of making a 
picture with and about Jolson. 
Considering the wealth of song 


dy -er-write Lidia : 
Producer-writer Sid- 1) sterial, the full story, and every- 


bobbysoxers. 
ful job in keeping on high pitch 
the not easy premise of an oldster 
making a comeback. You can’t get 
excited about 


“Jolson Sings Again” is a standout 
compact production 
It undoubtedly tells an 


life—and who s 
home moping 


, : montages—to 
because he’s relatively a hasbeen. 


period when Jolson was running 


emotionally appealing the picture*himself in racing stables, 
of a great star who finds he can’t prizefighters, 
€ traveling with the seasons, etc.— 
Community Chest thinks today’s has furthered the story at relative- 
Hopes, Gene Kellys, Judy Garlands ly minor expense. 
et al., mean more than Jolson who ~ 
relegated to 
’ in the benefit billing. 
On a broad canvas is projected js well paced save for the opening 
tou reel when it’s lethargic in acceler- 
cial Services, singing from the ating, but by contrast the ensuing 
Aleutians to the Caribbean bases reelage is that much a plus factor. 
y The initial slow pace matches the 
serious fever which laid him low mood of the bewildered Jolson as 
Barabara Hale his wife walks out on him. 
musical mixing is a tribute to all 
from maestro Morris 
orchestrators 
arry Russel, musical 
advisor Saul Chaplin, et al. 


the production 


personation of the title 
suaver than the 
Levin’s direction 


Jolson’s wartime tours under Spe- 


in North Africa. 
reenacts the nurse technician from 
Little Rock (in real life; Erle Chen- 
related to Gen- 
eral Chennault, incidentally, who Duning and L 
is now Mrs. Jolson). * 


Miss Hale emerges as a potent lensing 
new face of importance, with her ultra, the end result socko. Abel. 
brunet beauty projecting | 
like a rocket bomb from the screen. 
Larry Parks, again playing Jolson, | 
remains an uncannily faithful per- 
sonator of the star. 


nault Galbraith, 





Roseanna MeCoy 
RKO release of Samuel Goldwyn 


Evans, Charles Bickford, Raymond Mas- 
sey, Richard Basehart, Gigi Perreau. 
rected by Irving Reis. 
Collier; from novel by Alberta Hannum: 
song, Frank Loesser; camera, Lee Garmes; 
editor, Daniel Mandell; score, David But- 


The technical 
; L Screenplay, John 
captured flawless synchronization 
of Jolson’s potent voice as mouthed 
by his more youthful counterpart 
are given added fillip with two very 
showmaniy expositions of behind- 
the-camera_ techniques. 
the supposedly amazed 
Jolson how a blackface alter ego 
(Parks) could be matched with his 
voice, and the end result appears 
The audience thus sees 
the sound stage and music mixing 
it’s all well 
grated into the story. The other is 
the device where the first picture’s 
finale is utilized as a teeoff for the 
new picture, and then by a liberal 
scrambling of 
Jolson Story,” with a number of 
that former picture’s socko songs 


Johnse Hatfield Farley Granger 
Roseanna McCoy 

* Old Randall McCoy 
Mounts Hatfield 
Allifair McCoy 


Raymond Massey 
Richard Basehart 


Aline MacMahon | 
Tolbert McCoy Marshall Thompson 
Phamer McCoy ; 
Little Randall McCoy... 
Ellison Hatfield Frank Ferguson 
. Elisabeth Fraser 


Leviso Hotfeld.. Hope Emerson 





Grandm? Svkes . 
Almira Sessions 
William Mauch 


that epic mountaineer 
saga of the Hatfields and the Mc- 
Coys, Samuel Goldwyn has fash- 
ioned a fresh and strikingly dra- 
matic film in “Roseanna McCoy.” 
This is tender love yarn unfolding 
climax against a 
backwoods setting of love and vio- 
Despite the lack of high- 
powered marquee names, the film’s 
counterpoint 
and rousing action will corral hefty 


capping climax for “Jolson Sings 


Good showmanship, in fact, is evi- 
denced throughout in many ways. 
The heps will recognize such re- 
alistic bits as the Arkansas-drawl- 


to a smashing 


benefit (actually it was at the Hill- 


Jolson came on last, after a dream 

Firstrate screenplay by John Col- 
lier has imaginatively tailored the 
historical facts for a_ tightly-knit 


assemblage), 
Hollywood producer who first saw 
Jolson in his home-town of Duluth 
(Buchman comes from there), and 
tempts to depict the hillfolk with- 
out recourse to the phony comic- 
strip image of the gulch-jumping 
hillbilly. The result is sombre and 
poetic, yet honestly human. 
suasive buckshot atmosphere of the 


There are probably 20-30 song 
excerpts reeled off by Jolson, in 
greater or lesser degree, the musi- 
cal montages being both brief and 


other skillful usage of the yester- 
year pops has the titles symbolizing 
such as “Baby Face” 


scenic lensing and director Irving 


while never permitting the charac- 
“After You've Gone” (on parting), — to 

Where “The Jolson Story” had 
its accent on nostalgia, the plus 
factor in “Jolson Sings Again” is 
that the nostalgia has been brought 


Attentiveness to the background 
details is matched by the sincerity 
of thesping. Cast standout is Gold- 
wyn’s latest discovery, Joan Evans, 
who plays the lead. 
role before the cameras the young Levy script. Players answer well 


In her debut 
with the background of 





Miniature Reviews 


“Jolson Sings Again” (Musi- 
eal-Color) (Col). Socko! 

“Roseanna McCoy” (RKO). 
Moving drama based on the 
McCoy-Hatfield feud; surefire 
b.o. 

“My Friend Irma” (Song) 
(Par). Transition of radio’s 
dumb bionde to celluloid ex- 
ploitable for hypoed bookings. 

“Father Was a Fuliback” 
(20th). Highly amusing trials 
and tribulations of a univer- 
sity football coach and father. 

“Smoky Mountain Melody” 
(Music) (Col). Roy Acuff in 
lightweight western; lesser 
dual support. 

“The House 
Street” (WB). 
eted comedy-drama for 
gram bookings. 

“The Mysterious Desperado” 


Across the 
Medium budg- 
pro- 


(RKO). Exceptionally good 
Tim Holt oater. Strong fare 
for the market. 

“Brimstone” (Rep). Rod 


Cameron, Walter Brennan ride 
the Trucolored range; okay for 
the action situations. 
“Hollywood Burlesque” (Con- 
tinental.) Filmization of show 
in a burly house; biz depends 
on degrees of exploitation. 

“Obsession” (GFD). British- 
made murder thriller okay for 
U. S. duals. 

“Trottie True’ (Rank). 
Bright British eostume musi- 
cal, in Technicolor. 








actress brings to her natural phy- 
sical assets the charm of an un- 
sophisticated, yet easy manner. In 
this pic, she has the benefit of a 
glove-fitting part as a moonstruck 
McCoy helplessly in love with one 
of the hated Hatfield clan. As the 
latter, Farley Granger contrasts 
well with a tense and muscular per- 
formance. 

Simple yarn develops its tension 
by crossing the romantic pair 
against the smoldering feud of the 
two families. Opening quietly as a 
study of rural manners, the pic’s 
tension mounts rapidly following 
the couple’s elopement and their 
settlement in the Hatfield house- 
hold. The feud finally breaks wide 
open when a mad Hatfield shoots 
down a McCoy youngster, precipi- 
tating massed warfare between the 
two families. At the windup, how- 
ever, Granger and Miss Evans ride 
into the center of the fray, forcing 
a cease-fire order. It’s suggested 
the feud ended right there and 
then. 

Superb supporting cast is headed 
by Raymond Massey, as the right- 
eous-minded head of the McCoys, 
and Charles Bickford, as the rough 
but square-shooting leader of the 
Hatfields. Standout performances 


are also turned in by Richard Base- | 


hart, as a bloodthirsty feudist; 
Aline McMahon, as the McCoy 
matriarch; and Marshall Thomp- 
son, as one of the McCoy boys. Two 
juve thespers, Gig Perreau and 
Peter Mills, also register with ap- 
pealing naturalness. 

Used only to background credits, 
Frank Loesser’s number, “Rose- 
anna McCoy,” is a solid tune. The 
overall background score lends to 
the impact while the pic’s technical 
aspects of lensing and editing are 
handled flawlessly. Herm. 





| 


| My Friend Irma 
} (SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 

Paramount release of Hal Wallis (Cy 
Howard) production. Stars John Lund, 
Diana Lynn, Don DeFore, with Marie Wil- 
son; features Hans Conried, Kathryn Giv- 
ney, Percy Helton, Gloria Gordon, and in- 
troduces Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis. 
Directed by George Marshall. Screenplay, 
Cy Howard, Parke Levy; based on CBS 
radio program, “My Friend Irma,” created 
by Cy Howard: camera, Leo Tover: songs, 
Jay Livingston, Ray Evans; score, Roy 
Webb; editor, LeRoy Stone. Tradeshown 
Aug. 8, ’49. Running time, 102 MINS. 
Al , John Lund 
Jane Stacy wiweas Diana Lynn 
Richard Rhinelander...... Don DeFore 
Irma Peterson Marie Wilson 
Steve Laird . Dean Martin 
Seymour Jerry Lewis 
Prof. Kropotkin Hans Conried 
Mrs. Rhinelander........ Kathryn Givney 


Mr. Clyde covccess... Percy Helton 
_ ee ee Erno Verebes 
MES: GPROIEY ..6 85.056 cases Gloria Gordon 
Alice ; . Margaret Field 


Radio’s “My Friend Irma” steps 
from the airwaves to celluloid in a 
not always graceful transition. The 
fun is piled on lavishly and the 
pace is furious, so the fact that 
ether producer Cy Howard and co- 
scripter Parke Levy forgot to take 
cognizance of the more tangible 
factors of the screen is glossed over 
considerably. While “Irma’s” po- 
tentialities as film material are not 
fully realized upon, there’s still 
enough frolicking and exploiting of 
the essentially funny character to 
rate a neat boxoffice pavoff in those 
situations where pre-selling figures 
importantly. 

Thanks to director George Mar- 
shall, the picture has a knowing 
comedy hand who can buiid a broad 
situation into yocks. He does it 
often in spanning the numerous 
story holes that spot the Howard- 





to his helming, pulling all stops to 
milk each contrived antic and keep 
the pace going. i 

Most notable value of “Irma” is 
the introduction of two _ nitery 
comics whe prove they have film 
possibilities if used properly and 
backed with the right kind of ma- 
terial. They are Dean Martin and 
Jerry Lewis, and the emphasis is 
on the latter. He is a very funny 
man, a mugger of ability whose 
timing wallops over many a guffaw. 
Martin is a handsome 
man singer and there are no com- 
plaints on his ability in that range. 
His voice is pleasant and easy, but 
his nightclub posturing needs ton- 
ing down for films. 

Title role is in the exacting hands 
of Marie Wilson and she belts it 
over for a solid click. The cam- 
era could have been kinder but 
Miss Wilson’s talents for portraying 
the very acme of dumb blondeness 
has no peer and needs no “gauze” 


| treatment, even though better lens- 


ing of her pulchritude would have 
been an asset. 

Howard and Levy came,up with 
nothing original for their plot. 
Miss Wilson and Diana Lynn are 
seen as roommates in a walkup 


/apartment. Miss Lynn is eyeing the 


future with a rich husband. Miss 
Wilson wants only to be worthy of 
her sharp-shooting boyfriend, John 
Lund, a Runyonesque character 
who fancies himself as a glib pro- 
moter smart enough to avoid steady 
work. 

Troubles for all concerned start 


| when Lund tries to promote a sing- 


ing career for Martin. Latter goes 
for Miss Lund, taking her mind off 
of concentrating on her rich boss, 
Don DeFore. The conclusion is 
foregone, but in working up to it, 
script has a twist or two and does 
a good job of setting up the clown- 
ing of Martin and Lewis. 

Former sings three tunes by Jay 
Livingston and Ray Evans, all lis- 
tenable. They include ‘“Here’s to 
Love,” “Just for Fun,” and “‘My 
Own, My Only, My All.” The com- 
ics team on a socko rendition of 
“The Donkey Serenade,” and Lewis 
has several solo moments that rate 
belly laughs, including his scene | 
before a mirror when he practices 
dramatics. 

Lund does a very apt job of por- 
traying his manufactured char- 
acter, displaying a comedy ability 
that sells. Miss Lynn is able in her 
role, and DeFore gets the most 
from his scenes. Minor credits, all | 
handled excellently, fall to Hans 
Conried, Kathryn Givney, Percy 
Helton, Gloria Gordon and others. 

Hal Wallis’: production gives the 


| picture a good backing for exploi- | 


tation selling, but he has allowed 


| the footage to run overlength at 


102 minutes. Howard served as as- | 
sociate producer, and Leo Tover | 


did the lensing. There is a good | 
musical background score by Roy | 


Webb to help the fun. Brog. 
Father Was a Fallback 
Hollywood, Aug. 13. 


20th-Fox release of Fred Kohlmar pro- 
duction. Stars Fred MacMurray, Maureen 





Directed by John M. 


Mary Loos, Richard Sale; suggested by a 
play by Clifford Goldsmith; camera, Lloyd 


| Ahern; music, Cyril Mockridge; editor, J. 
Tradeshown Aug. 12, 


Watson Webb, Jr. 
’49, Running time, 84 MINS. 

George Cooper......... Fred MacMurray 
Elizabeth Cooper......... Maureen O’Hara 


Comme COOPGr.. oi. .cccses Betty Lynn 
| Mr. Jessop Peer Te eee eee Rudy Vallee 
| Pee Thelma Ritter 
MIO CODER... ccccceces Natalie Wood 
PEOC. WUMAVAT. cc cccvcess James G. Backus 
Joe eee Richard Tyler | 
Cheer Leader.......... Buddy Martin 
Jones ‘Cress Vebbbesee Mickey McCardle 
| Cy 65 SCN CUO ECE EEO EOD John McKee 
Policeman eee eT ree Charles J. Flynn 
Willie weecre Ty ee res William Self 
SINE. 6.5.0.05 058005440005 Joe Haworth 
Daphne i< ae bees eee Gwenn Fields 
SUEY FOree?..vcecseens Gilbert Barnett 
Delivery Boy........ ...Tommy Bernard 


Sailor cow 
Radio Announcer... 
Bellhop 


..Mike Mahoney 
. Tom Hanlon 
Pat Kane 





College President........ Forbes M y cur- 
ce MacGregor | Short-legged cowboy type now cur 


Cheer Leader 


rey ce Yee Lee MacGregor 
_ Saaee 


Good, wholesome, human-interest 
comedy, slanted from the coach's 
rather than gridiron hero’s, view- 
point, makes “Father Was a Full- 
back” very pleasant film fare. 
Word-of-outh will be in its favor. 
giving returns a chance to build 
beyond normal expectations in gen- 
eral situations. 

A choice scripting job keeps the | 
comedy on a human level, hoked | 
up just enough to play the laughs | 
strongly without losing the feeling | 
of genuine man, wife and family 
relationship. On such a solid foun- 
dation, director John M. Stahl has 
built an engrossing, always-amus- 
ing, motion picture that snaps 
along for a fast 84 minutes of 
highly entertaining fun. 

The cast is as choice as the script 
for the interpretation they put on 
the material. Fred MacMurray 
portrays the coach of a losing state 
university football team. That isn’t 
problem enough, he has two young 
daughters, one with all the pseudo- 
sophistication of pre-adolescence. 
and the other in that exquisitely 
painful period of approaching 
young womanhood. 

An understanding wife is Mau- 
reen O’Hara who, incidentally, is’ 


! 





straight | 


Stahl. | 


. Don Hicks | 


b | 
ecoming one of the best ex 

of helpmeet-mother on the saan 
today. She guides her troubleq 
husband through his tribulations og 
losing games, sparring with Sunday 
morning quarterbacks and out- 
raged alumni. The dialog between 
MacMurray and Miss O'Hara 
smacks of the earthy yak-yak that 
is batted about by any normal, real. 
life couple, with the added realism 
that springs from having two chil. 
dren beset with growing pains. 

Chief problems posed by the plot 
concern MacMurray’s efforts to 
win a game so he can placate the 
alumni. He doesn’t, but comes oyt 
ahead in the end because of how 
the problem of getting a beay for 
bobbysoxer daughter Betty Lynn Is 
resolved. It’s free-wheeling fyp 
and a good half of the quips sup- 
plied by writers Aleen Leslie, Ca. 
sey Robinson, Mary Loos and Rich. 
ard Sale will be lost to most audj. 
ences because of the laughter. 

MacMurray and Miss O'Hara 
team delightfully, responding ex. 
pertly to Stahl’s understanding 
guidance. Miss Lynn comes through 
in socko fashion as the daughter 
who’s growing up. Natalie Wood is 
a joy as the youngest member of 
the family. Rudy Vallee gets over 
another of his prissy, celluloid-col. 
lar types as prexy*of the alumni 
association. 

Thelma Ritter scores as the la. 
conic, cynical maid-of-all-work for 
the MacMurray family. James G. 
Backus is good as the _ professor 
friend, and there are strong smal] 
parts contributed by Richard Tyler 
and others. 

Producer Fred Kohlmar has 
given the picture strong supervi- 
sion to make the entertainment 
values top grade. Physical mount. 
ing captures the idea of college 
towns and families and expert lens- 
ing by Lloyd Ahern gives it a good 
display. Editing is tight. Brog 


Smoky Mcr-t7in Melody 
(MUSIC) 

Columbia release of Colbert Clark pro- 
duction. Stars Roy Acuff. Directed by 
Ray Nazarro. Story, Harry Shipman; cam- 
era, Rex Wimpy; editor, Pau! Borofsky. 
At New York, N. Y., week of Aug. 9, ’49, 
Running time, 61 MINS. 

Roy Acuff Pie 
Saddle Grease sdareate 
Kid (Bruce) Corby...... 
Mary Files Sybil Merritt 
SOG COPED. i020 008 Jason Robards 
Dr. Metlett.....ccsccvecs “Pappy” Cheshire 
a |) re re Fred Sears 
Perky THEIR. «0c sccces Carolina Cotten 
Tommy Darkin......... : Tommy Ivo 


toy Acuff 
. Guinn Williams 
Russell Arms 


This differs from countless other 
oaters only in that it has Roy Acuff 
and his Smoky Mountain Boys to 
help over the slower passages. As 
such it will be passable as a sup- 
porting feature in certain locali- 
ties. It runs too briefly to do as 
a single pic even where patrons 
crave westerns. 


“Smoky Mountain Melody” has 
Acuff as the music-loving tender- 


| foot who makes good in the west 
| by always doing the right thing at 


the right time. He manages to out- 
wit the usual conniving lads even 


without resorting to a six-shooter. 
O’Hara; features Betty Lynn, Rudy Vallee, | Story shows him 
Thelma Ritter, Natalie Wood, James G. | 
| Backus. 
| Screenplay, Aleen Leslie, Casey Robinson, 


inheriting the 
management of an extensive ranch 
on a three-month trial basis. This 
irks the late owner's two sons who 
bitterly resent being bossed around 
by their cousin. : 

Per usual, Acuff succeeds despite 
some rather silly ideas he incor- 
porates into the ranch manage- 
ment. The two sons try to frame 
him on a phoney stock deal but he 
is cleared in an easy way. | 

In between, there is music, song 
and yodeling on an extensive scale. 
When such interpolations are In 
serted, the whole plot comes to a 
sudden halt. Acuff warbles nicely 
while his Smoky Mountain Boys 
group make well with the instru- 
mental music and background sing- 
ing. 


Acuff typical 


resembles the 
rent on the screen. He is by far 
happiest when singing or playing 
the fiddle. Supporting cast Is no 
great shakes although Guinn Wil- 
liams, as customary, chips in with 
a kindly sheriff heavy. Ray Na 
zarro’s direction is barely passable 
while Harry Shipman’s story 3s 
strictly one of those things. Wear. 


The House Across the 
Street 
Hollywood, Aug. 43. 


* ied 
Warner Bros. release of Saul 7 
production. Stars Wayne Morris, 





Paige, Bruce Bennett; features Alan Rana 
James Mitchell, Barbara Bates. “a Be 
Holden, Ray Montgomery. _ Directe ell 
Richard Bare. Screenplay: aust . 
Hughes; from story by Roy. Chia 
camera, William Snyder: music. W mows 
Lava; editor, Frank Magee rrades ¢ 

Aug. 9, 49. Running time, 69 MIN" oy. 
DAVE JOGUM 5 occnasrs W ayne Monge 
Kit Williams..........-- Br Bennett 
ee eee. Alan Hale 
Marty Bremer.........+-+° James Mitt ites 
Beth Roberts........-- .. Barbara Pa 


James Holden 
Montgomery 


re “The 


Carl Schrader........-- ' 
Reporter .— ....+++-: Ray 





As a secondary featu 


House Across the Street” 1s way 
It has nothing particulars ee pes 
novel to recommend, was mac 


a medium budget, but the _ 
ment of the drama is light the cas 
(Continued on page 24) 
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Radio City Music Hall’s Peak Biz 


Reaffirms It's a Tourist’s Must 


New 


Hall proved its right to its billing 


“American institution” this 


an 
eommer, aver industry observers. 
Despite the continued heat and 
enerally slack business felt 


‘ughout the country, recap of 
i grosses shows that the six- 
week run of “Look for the Silver 
Lining” (WB) and special July 4 
stageshow garnered more income 
than the . same length run of 
“Words and Music”’ and the special 
Christmas show during the holiday 
period last winter. 

“Lining,” during its six weeks, 
took in $845,000. “W&M” grossed 
just about $800,000. While the giant 
Rockefeller showcase habitually 
does well during the summer be- 
cause it is a “must” on the lists of 
the swarms of tourists who pour 
into New York, strength of the 
draw was unusual in the face of 
weather and general business con- 
ditions. It was about equal to last 
summer and better than 1946, 
when both factors were more fa- 
yorable for filmeries. 

Special July 4 show, in which 
fireworks were simulated by elec- 
tricity, is figured by Russell V. 
Downing, Hall’s managing director, 
to have accounted for a good bit 
of the biz. Part of the spectacular 
quality of the show was reflected 
directly at the b.o., he said, and 
part will be felt over a long period 
as a result of the word-of-mouth 
and publicity on the unusual dis- 
play. Explaining the background, 
Downing declared: 

“Along with other theatres, we 
felt a sharp slump in business the 
week after Easter. Perhaps our 
drop wasn’t as bad as some houses, 
but it hurt. We figured we could 
either pull in our horns and re- 
trench to absorb the loss of income 
or we could try to beat the slump 
by aggressive showmanship. We 
decided on the latter and gambled 
$50,000 that the Fourth of July dis- 
play cost that it would be worth 
that in getting added _ business. 
There’s no need of saying that 
we're well pleased with the way the 
gamble turned out.” 

Independence Day special will be 
aregular summer fixture hereafter, 
Downing said, just as are the 
Easter and Christmas spectacles. 
Being considered is the addition of 
one more of these regular addi- 
tions to the standard shows to give 
the Hall four specials a year. New 
one would be an autumnal affair, 
marking the harvest season. 


World’s largest theatre is not suf- 
fering the pangs of other Broad- 
way houses in trying to line up prod- 
uct, Downing said. He disclosed 
that in next will be Alfred Hitch- 
cock’s “Under Capricorn” (WB), 
Starring Ingrid Bergman and Jo- 
Seph Cotten, to be followed by 
That Forsyte Woman” (M-G) (for- 
merly “The Forsyte Saga’), “The 
Heiress” (Par), and “On the Town” 
(M-G). “Town” will be the Christ- 
mas attraction, and it is hoped that 
Metro's “In the Good Old Summer- 
time” and the next three pix will 
hold long enough so that no other 
films will have to be inserted. 
Hall has made no change and ex- 
pects to make none in its $1.40 
weekday and $1.50 Saturday-Sun- 
day top, Downing declared. ‘“We 
don’t think a reduction would bring 
about any improvement in_ busi- 
ness,” he explained. “People just 
sed buy a ticket to a theatre. 
hey buy a ‘ticket to something 
ey want to see. If you are offer- 
8 them that, they'll come in at 
any reasonable price. If you don’t 
ave what they want, you can give 


t away and you still won’t get them 
9 come in.” 





NY. Giants Trailerizing 
Benefit Grid for N.Y. San. 


Saranac Lake, N. Y.. Aug. 16. 
apt N. Y. Giants football team 
Se an appearance at the Variety 

oe S-Will Rogers hospital, pre- 
minary to a benefit game which 
fall _ team will stage during the 
ait “4 the hospital. Game, which 
ie th e played with another team 
lees e National League, has been 
- oe by the N. Y. City Variety 
lnatiincn proceeds will go to the 
Gridders were headed by Wil- 
liam Abbott, their publicity agent, 
came om Panied by a 20th-Fox 
~ a man who shot the players 
St ous Poses with patients. 
~y Will be used as publicity for 
e forthcoming game, 


York’s Radio City Music+ 





N.Y. Film, Radio Setup 
Now Under Ed Van Kleeck 


Albany, Aug. 16 

Streamlining of State Education 
Department, brought a number of 
changes, one being the transfer of 
supervision of the picture division 
and bureau of radio and visual aids 
to Dr. Edwin R. Van Kieeck. His 
new title is assistant commissioner 
for adult education and special ac- 
tivities. 

Dr. Lloyd L. Cheney has this di- 
vision under his wing but Commis- 
sioner Francis T. Spauiding de- 
cided his duties as assistant com- 
missioner for personne! and ad- 
ministration were so extensive that 
censorship work should go to Van 
Kleeck. 


CLARK’S NFS TO SERVICE 
FC AND REP IN PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug 16. 

In a movement to eliminate sep- 
arate backroom operations in ex- 
changes by film companies. both 
Film Classics and Renublie have 
closed deals with the National Film 
Service to take over those activi- 
ties, it has been learned. NFS, 
headed by William Clark, will serv- 
ice both companies in their 31 ex- 
changes. Action by FC and Hep 
follows a similar arrangement made 
some time back by Eagle Lion. 

Clark outfit takes care of inspec- 
tion of negatives, storage and ship- 
ping, thereby pefmitting its cus- 
tomers to close their backrvooms. 
Payment is made on a _ per-reel 
basis. 

In inking a deal, NIS assumes 
contractual obligations with ex- 
change workers’ unions and takes 
over the personnel. 








Par Joins the Junketing 
Stars Ballyhoo Parade 


Star junkets on a wide scale in 
which Paramount’s top players will 
tour the country in advance of re- 
lease dates is henceforth the order- 
of-the-day, according to Max E. 
Youngstein, Par’s national ad-pub 
director. Par is swinging into a 
policy of personal appearances to 
hypo bally on future releases as 


“an operating principle,’ Young- 
stein declared. His decision 
broadens the postwar trend in 


which both 20th-Fox and Universal 
are currently launched. 

Ad-pub topper is definitely op- 
posed ‘to the type of personal ap- 
pearance which begins in New 
York and ends there.” “I’m 
against one-shot junkets,” he said. 
“For the same amount of money, 
a star can go to numerous ex- 
change cities with far better re- 
sults.” 

Under Par’s revamped opera- 
tions, the studio is being notified 
months in advance of planned 
tours, Youngstein explained. 
“We're giving the lot that much 
advance notice so that production 
officials can finish any picture 
work in time for a clear schedule,” 
he added. Marie Wilson, star in 
Par’s “My Friend Irma,” was 
freed for her present two-week 
trek on two-months’ notice to the 
studio. 

Youngstein is already planning 
a junket for Bob Hope to help beat 
the drums for the comic’s next 
film, “The Great Lover.” Mac- 
|donald Carey, starred in “Song of 
| Surrender,” will come east to help 
|Par in a big New England preem 
planned for the film. Current city- 
‘hopping by Corinne Calvet in ad- 
vance of “Rope of Sand” is aiso 
an instance of Par’s new policy. 

In another new project, Para- 
mount is now engaged in an ex- 
tensive mail campaign. Flackery 
sends literature to 17,500 exhibs 
weekly. Material describes Par 
releases coming up and bally cam- 
paigns which have proved success- 
ful. 





HOPE MAKES IT THIS TIME 
Hoilywood, Aug. 16. 
Bob Hope resumed work yester- 
day (Mon.) in Paramount's “Men 
Are Men” after a two-week layoff. 
He rode the same plunging bar- 
rel with no mishaps during the re- 
takes of the scene in which he was 
j injured. 
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‘Death ids Silesian’ 


To Be Filmed in N. Y. 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. | 

Hollywood will get a brushoff in 
the filming of “Death of a Sales- 
;man,” which Arthur Miller, au- 
thor, and Elia Kazan, director, of 
the stage play, will shoot inde- 
pendently in N. Y. 

Understood Lee J. Cobb, star of 
the legiter, will play the same role 
in the film, slated to start late in 
autumn, with Kazan directing and 
Miller doing the screenplay. 


E.M. Loew's Tes 


Suit on Drive-[ns 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

The drive-in theatre is not a pa- 
tentable invention, Loew’s Drive- 
In Theatres, Inc., declared last 
week in a reply filed with the 
U. S. Supreme Court. Loew's 
asked the high court to reject a 
petition by Park-In Theatres, Ine. 
that it hear arguments on an ap- 
peal in a test case over the refusal 
oi Loew's to pay royalties 

E. M. Loew operates a chain of 
drive-ins running from Virginia 
up through New England. Orig- 
inally he took out a license with 
Richard M. Hollingshead, Jr., who 
built the first drive-in in 1933 aft 
Camden, N. J. Subsequently 
Loew decided it was not a bona 
fide invention and refused to pay 
further royalties. 

Park-In (Hollingshead) won its 
suit in the trial court, but Loew 
obtained: a reversal of this verdict 
in the Ist Circuit Court of Appeals 
in Boston. Several weeks ago 
Park-In asked the Supreme Court 
to decide once and for all whether 
the Hollingshead patents are valid 
and whether, in effect, all drive- 
in theatres would be subject to 
royalties. It pointed out that an- 
other Circuit Court has found in 
favor of Park-In in a somewhat 
| similar case. 

The Supreme Court will not de- 
|\cide before October whether to 
hear the case. In its reply brief, 
Loew asserted: 

“Petitioner burdens the court 
with a confusing and interminable 
phantasmagoria of unwarranted al- 
legations and unsound contentions. 

“Hollingshead had merely ap- 
plied and utilized the most ele- 
mentary and familiar principles 
and expedients of theatre arrange- 
ment, Jong practiced and used in 
locating, terracing and aiming or- 
dinary theatre seats for good vision 
with relations to a stage or screen. 
The indoor theatre, long prior to 
Hollingshead, commonly had the 
essential counterparts of every- 
thing shown in the Hollingshead 
patent. 

“An idea, such as the drive-in 
theatre, however new and useful, 
is not patentable and cannot im- 
part patentability to means which 
are old or lacking in inventive 
genius.” 











| . 
| Drive-Ins 


eastern drive-ins to obtain better 
clearance, it is felt that the im- 
proved clearance problem will take 
on national aspects with operators 
all through the country ready to 
take similar action for primary 
runs. Simon, who is handling the 
Moonlite and South Bend 
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federal district court, will seek first 
run product for Rochester, N. Y., 
Ridge Pike, Pa., Philadelphia, and 
Buffalo drive-ins, all owned by 
Paul Wintneer, Cleveland. In ad- 
dition, two other Buffalo outeries 
Delaware and Skyway, owned by 
Louis Drew and W. P. Rosenow, 
will try to obtain better product. 


Mpls. Drive-In Wins 

Early Pix Clearance 

Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
One of this territory's drive-ins, 
the Duluth suburban’ Skyline, 
owned by Ted Mann and Charles 
Rubenstein, has finally crashed 
through the barriers imposed on 
early clearance for ozoners. Its de- 
mand for a 28-day run ahead of two 
nearby 56-day neighborhood houses 
and the Paramount circuit’s down- 
town second-run Strand has been 
granted. 
Throughout the territory until 
now, drive-ins have been playing 
far behind all conventional stands 
{for the most part. j 


|Memphis. 


Auto| 
Drive-in suits, now current in Chi | 


‘Small Pulling Out All the Stops On 


Black Magic’; Real Test of Ballyhoo 


+ 
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. 
Another Motion in 290G 
M-G ‘Expendable’ Award 
St. Louis, Aug. 16. 

Federal Judge George H. Moore 
is mulling over a motion filed by 
Mrs. Beulah Greenwalt Walcher, 
former Army nurse and_e the 
“Peggy” in “They Were Expend- 
able,”’ who recently won a $290,000 
damage suit verdict from Loew's, 
Inc., to set aside his order for a 
new trial on the grounds the sum 
awarded was excessive 

A jury in Judge Moore's court 
fixed the amount of damages, based 
on Mrs. Walcher’s contention that 
the film company invaded her pri- 
vacy and faisely depicted her life 
without her permission. The pic- 
ture was made from a book in 
which was also. depicted Mrs 
Walcher’s career in the army end 
experiences during the fall of Ba- 
taan. Defense counsel asked for 
a new trial on ground of the 
excessive verdict and, in granting 
it, Judge Moore said the sum prob- 
ably was fixed as a result of ‘“‘pas- 
sion, prejudice and sympathy.” 

Mrs. Walcher, a former native, 
now resides in Denver. 


ROBSON AND WISE TEAM 
FOR OUTSIDE INDIE PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Mark Robson, director of Screen- 
plays’ “Champion,” and_ Robert 
Wise, who directed RKO’s “Set-up,” 
have joined in an indie production 
unit. Each is slated to direct one 
film apiece. 

Partnered in the venture are 
Phil Gersh, of the Jaffe agency, 
and Theron Warth, who will pro- 
duce. Group is seeking financing. 
Robson’s pact with Samuel Gold- 
wyn, as does Wise’s 20th-Fox 
ticket, both permit outside deals. 





Gardner Digs Down 
For Studio Equinment 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Ed Gardner is reported spend- 
ing about $150,000 for film studio 
equipment to be used on his mo- 
tion picture production project in 
San Juan, Puerto Rico. 

Eqiipment in that sector is 
scarce and antiquated. Producer 
must furnish his own sound, light- 
ing and camera facilities. 





Memph’s Second Surprise 
For ‘Brave’; Biz OK Too 


Memphis, Aug. 16. 

Without any political repercus- 
sions, “Home of the Brave” 
wracked up a solid $14,000 in its 
first week at the Malco theatre in 
Pic’s strong b.o. was 
further proof of United Artists’ 
contention that films with Negro 
themes can get good receptions in 
“doubtful territory.” 

Lloyd T. Binford, Memphis chief 
censor who formerly opposed the 
exhibition of pix with mixed casts, 
paved the way for “Home” by his 
surprise okay last week. 


Plea for Non-Segregated 
Showing of ‘Brave’ Fails 

Austin, Aug. 16. 
No non-segregated showing of 
“Home of the Brave” is in the of- 
fing here despite picketing of the 
Paramount by a small group of 
white men. This house does not 
have a 

groes 
The pickets who said they were 


representatives of the Austin 
Young Progressives, passed out 
handbiils protesting the _ segre- 


gated showings of the film. The 
circular urged all “democratic 
citizens” to fill out an attached 
coupon addressed to Louis Novy, 
Austin manager for Interstate Cir- 
cuit, urging him to arrange an 
unsegregated showing of the pic. 





Rosenberg’s Indie 

Frank P. Rosenberg’s indie unit, 
Colony Pictures, begins shooting 
in New York Oct. 4 on its initial 
pic, ‘Night Cry.” 

Howard Duff will play the prin- 
eipal role of a police lieutenant in 
the yarn about the Gotham police 
department. 


| 


{ 


That old battlecry—‘“We've got 


{to return to old-fashioned show- 


manship”—will get its prime test 
today (Wednesday) with the open- 
ing of Edward Small’s “Black 
Magic” in a flock of keys. Producer 
has spent about $60,000 solely on 
exploitation and has pulled out the 
stops on every trick—no matter 
how corny -in the field man’s 
manual. 

Small is counting on the wild 
bally to give the Orson Welles 
starrer good openings Exploita- 
tion can’t be expected to help 
much beyond that. After opening 
it’s up to the picture itself and 
the word-of-mouth it gets. But 
strong prosses on opening days can 
add hundreds of thousands of dol- 
lars to a film’s final potential. 
Thus the trade will be watching 
carefully to see if 60G spent on 
real old-fashioned bally is a worth- 
while investment. 
approach to the 
gags on “Magic’’, was 
RKO exploiteer Terry Turner’s 
wholesale efforts on Merian Coo- 
per’s “Mighty Joe Young.” Turner 
went all-out for an area-wide 
preem in New England, and was 
found to have hit the b.o. jackpot 
there when the returns were tal- 
lied. However, pic has done al- 
most as well in other parts of the 
country, where there was much 
less exploitation effort. 

That doesn’t mean that the 
heavy plugging isn’t considered 
worthwhile. A large portion of any 
exploitation must be considered 
aimed at exhibs rather than .the 
filmgoing public. Thus reports of 
good business in premiere engage- 
ments—no matter how much was 
spent in filling the seats—has an 
important bearing in giving thea- 
tremen in other territories an urge 
to book the film and to pay higher 
rentals for it. This has much more 
to do with the final gross tally 
than the actual added patronage— 
no matter how large—at the bal- 
lied preems themselves. 

2 Big Payoffs 

Small has had two big stunts 
that have paid off with tremendous 
newspaper, radio and video space, 
the culmination coming last week 
with an eight-column banner head 
on page one of the New Orleans 


Closest recent 


gaffs and 


Item. Gags have received front 
page—and even editorial page— 
space in «a couple dozen cities. 


There was also an 80-station Mu- 
tual regional network show out of 
Cleveland and a 27-station Yankee 
network airer out of Boston. 

Most successful stunt has been 
the sending on tour of four hyno- 
tists. Each is covering seven or 
eight cities. Tieup is that Welles 
in the picture plays the famed 
hypnotist of history, Cagliostro. 
The mesmo workers have been 
hypnotizing newspapermen — lit- 
erally and figuratively—to get the 
tons of space. 

Business that got the New Or- 
leans Item front page banner was 


a demonstration by one of the 
svengalis that he could make a 


confirmed smoker abhor tobacco. 
In Pittsburgh another of the 
beady-eyed guys drew space dur- 
ing the heat wave by causing a 
gal to walk out in the sun in a 
fur coat with her teeth chattering 


‘from cold. 


Hynotists and Buried-Alives 
In every city, of course, a 


‘United Artists field man has made 


separate section for ne- 


sure the tieup is clear between the 
hypnotists and the picture. The 
second stunt with which they have 
garnered space and time are two 
caravans each with a person buried 
alive under six feet of earth on a 
trailer-truck. This links with a 
buried alive sequence in the film. 

Small has also received consid- 
erable publicity for “Magic” by 
contributing £1,000 ($4,000) of 
the currency he has frozen in Eng- 
land to maintenance of Shirley 
Mae France and her entourage. 
Sixteen-vear-old gal is getting set 
for a try at swimming the English 
Channel. She’s to enter and come 
out of the water in a bathing suit 
with “Black Magic’ emblazoned 
across it. Pic appeared in Life 
mag last week showing her in the 
sult. 

Four hypnotists Small has work- 
ing for him are Howard Klein, 
James Grippo, Eugene Bernstein 
and John Gordon Spalding. Over- 
all exploitation on the pic is being 
handled by William Danziger for 
Small and Mori Krushen, United 
Artists’ exploitation chief. They 
have 25 field men working exclu- 
Sively on the film. 


eeeeeeerneceen 
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L.A. Up Sharply; ‘Neptune’ Splashes 
Smart $56,000, 3 Spots, ‘Young’ Great 
- 556 in 2, Hurricane’ Good 436 in 4 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 4 

Firstrun biz this session is up} 
sharply over last week, with four 
new bills teeing off. Best of these 
is “Mighty Joe Young,” which is| 
heading for great $55,000 in two} 











Estimated Total Gross 


theatres. “Neptune’s Daughter” | This Week $582,000 
also is a smart entry with $56,000 | (Based on 18 theatres) 
looked for in three situations. | Last Year $590,000 


’ . ” sf } 
“Slattery’s Hurricane,” playing (Based on 14 theatres.) 








“Look for Silver Lining,” 
four spots. $29 000, Det. Ace 
6 
“Great Dan Patch” (UA) and_| with holdovers better than new en- 
Uptown (FWC) (2,048; 2,404; 1,248; | Estimates for This Week 
(20th) and “Temptation Harbor” Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
wk). Okay $22,500. Last week, good |,,.Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) and 


in four houses, should hit good} 
$43,000. “Once More, My Darl- 
frame, should do $22,500, big, in 
three _ locations. “Great Dan| 
Estimates for This Week Detroit, Aug. 16. 
Beverly Hills, Downtown, Hawaii, | Mighty bally for “Mighty Joe 
“Silent Conflict” (UA) (2d wk-5|\tries. “Too Late for Tears” at 
days). Okay $10,000. Last week, United Artists, and “Scene of 
1.719: 60-$1) —“‘Slattery’s Hurri-| _Fox (Fox-Mich) (5,000; 70-95)— 
cane” (20th) and “I Lived Too|“You’re My Everything” (20th) and 
Mono) (3d wk-4 days), $17,500. 70-95)—“Great Gatsby” (Par) and 
Downtown, Hollywood, Wiltern Special Agent” (Par) (2d wk). Oke 
$36.300 | ‘‘Miranda” (EL). Terrific $29,000. 
ancl ' Last week, “Love Happy” (UA) and 


ing,” in four spots also, shapes to} ¢ . © 
reach pleasing $26,000. 
‘sd wes! Joe Young Gian 
Patch” is reaching for good $10,000 | 
in final five days of second week, 
Hollywood Music Halls (Prin-Cor) | young” is bringing terrific session 
(834; 902; 1,106; 512; 512; 55-$1)—|to Palms. Otherwise biz is spotty 
nice $25,000. Crime” at Downtown, are both 
Chinese, Loew’s State, Loyola, | slim. 
Long” (Indie). Good $43,000. Last | “Ringside” (SG) (2d wk). Fair $20,- 
week, “You’re My Everything” | 900. Last week, $26,000. 
(WB) (1,757; 2,756; 2,344; 60-$1)— | 917,000. Last week, nice $21,000. 
*TLook for Silver Lining” (WB) (3d ; ’ 
Egyptian, Los Angeles, Wilshire | “Night Unto Night” (WB) (2d wk), 
(FWC) (1,538; 2,097; 2,296; 60-$1) | trim $15,000. 


— “Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G).| United Artists (UD) (2,000; 70- 
Strong $56,000. Last week, “Any }|95)—“Late for Tears’ (UA) and 
Number Play” (M-G) (3d wk-4| “Crime Doctor’s Diary” (Col). Slim 


days), $12,300. - $11,000. Last week, “Home of 
Orpheum (D’town) (2,210; 60-$1)| Brave” (UA) and “Singing Dude” 
—‘‘Gangster” (Mono) and “Dil-| (UA) (3d wk), $15,000. 


linger’ (Mono) (reissues). Good Madison (UD) (1,800: '70-95)— 
$10,000 here with $17,000 in 4 day-| “Massacre River’ (Mono) and 
daters. Last week, ‘Not Wanted” |“Bomba” (Mono). Fair $12,000. 
(FC) and “Loveable Cheat” (FC)| Last week, “Silver Lining” (WB) 


(2d wk-8 days), good $12,500 here, 


| ; and “Hellfire” (WB) (3d wk), fancy 
with $24,000 in 6 situations. 


$10,000. 


Pantages, Hillstreet (RKO) (2,- Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 70-95)— 
812; 2,890; 50-$1)—"“Mighty Joe “Any Number Play” (M-G) and 
Young” (RKO) and “Make Mine | “Pack Up Troubles’ (M-G) (reis- 
Laughs” (RKO). Great $55,000. 


week, big $16,000. 

Downtown (Balaban) (2,900; 70- 
95)—“‘Scene of Crime” (M-G) and 
(Mono). 


Last week, “Mr. Soft Touch” (Col) | 
and “Barbary Pirate” (Col) (2d ' 
wk), $21,900. | 

Los Angeles, Hollywood Para- 
mounts (F&M) (3,398; 1,451; 60-$1) 
—‘Great Gatsby” (Par) and “‘Ring- | 
side” (SG) (3d wk). 


Last week, $21,300. ia Entry’ Mild $9,000 In 


United Artists, Ritz, Studio City, | e 
Denver; ‘Jennie’ $18,000 


Vogue (UA-FWC) (2,100; 1,370: 
880; 885; 60-$1)—"‘Once More, My | 
Denver, Aug. 16. 
“Look For Silver Lining” is top- 


Darling” (U) and “Sky Liner” (SG). | 
ping the town this week, playing at 


/“Unknown Guest” 


/(U) and “Omoo” (SG), $7,000. 





Good $18,500. Last week. “Blue 
Lagoon” (U) and “Hold That Baby” 
(Mono) (2d wk-6 days), $16,300. 

Esquire (Rosener) (685: 84-$1.20) 
—‘“Never Give Sucker Break” (In- 
die) and “Bank Dick” (Indie) (re- 
issues) (3d wk). Good $3,700. Last 
week, $3,400. | 

Fine Arts (FWC) (679; $1.20-2.40) 
*Red Shoes” (EL) (33d wk.). Oke 
$5,000. Last week, $5,400. 

Four Star (UA-WC) (900: 74-$1) 
— ‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (2d wk). 
Holding at $7,000. Last week, stout 


It will get a fourth stanza at the 
Broadway. ‘Portrait of Jennie” 
shapes good at Denver and Esquire. 
“Illegal Entry” is only fair in two 
spots. 
Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Wolfberg) (1,500; 35- 
74)—“Silver Lining’ (WB) (3d wk), 
day-date with East, West drive-ins. 
Fair $6,500. Holds again. Last 
week, nice $7,500. 





$9,500. | Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
Laurel (Roesner) - (890: 85)— | — Great Gatsby” (Par) (2d wk). 
“Quartet” (EL) (12th wk). Neat sense” $8,500. Last week, good 
4,700. Last week, excelle - wide 
+4 ’ = Tae sepeenomt $9, | Denver (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 
| “Portrait of Jennie’ (SRO) and 





| ‘Air Hostess” (Col), day-date with 
_Esquire. Nice $15,000. Last week, 
| “Home of Brave’ (UA) and “C- 
Man” (FC), big $18,000. 

East Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1,000 
cars; 74c)—‘Silver Lining” (WB), 
also Broadway and West Drive-In. 


‘Everything’ Leads All 
. In Omaha, Tall $11,000 


Omaha, Aug. 16. 


“You’re My Everything” shapes Fine $9,000. Last week, subse- 
fast $11,000 at Paramount. ‘Great quent-run. 
Gatsby” looks only good at Or- Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)— 


pheum. Second week of “Barkleys 
of Broadway” looms nearly as 
stout as first at State. 
Estimates for This Week 
Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16-, 
65) — “You’re My _ Everything” 


“Portrait of Jennie” (SRO) and 
“Air Hostess” (Col), day-date with 
Denver. Good $3,000. Last week, 
“Home of Brave” (UA) and “C- 
Man” (FC), same. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 


i “Neptune’s Daughter’ (M-G) (2d 
(2 3 . N , 
eney $10.00. Lat jt ag vee wk). Okay $11,000. Last week, big 
Number Play” (M-G), $10,500. , $19,000. 


Paramount (Fox) (2.200: 35-74)— 


(Tris s) ( : - : 
ante, ee AS “tlegal Entry” (U) and “Fighting 
“Tucson” (20th). Good $10,000. Fools” (Mono), day-date with Web- 
Last week, “Bride of Vengeance” ber. Mild $7,000. Last week, “Red 
(Par) and “Daughter of West” Menace (Rep) and Hellfire 
(FC), $9,500. (Rep), $6,500. mi 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)—| | Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—“Tl- 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” (Col) and legal Entry” (‘U) and_ “Fighting 
“Air Hostess” (Col). Nice $16,000, Fools” (Mono), also Paramount. 
better than average for past month. Slim $2,000 or less. Last week, 
Last week, “Dumbo” (RKO) and “Home of Brave” (UA) and “C- 


Man” (FC), $2,200. 


“Saludos Amigos” (RKO) (reissues) ; 
West Drive-In (Wolfberg) (1.000 


and “Seal Island” (RKO), $8,000. 


State (Goldberg) (865; 16-65)— cars; 74c)—‘“Silver Lining” (WB), 
“Barkleys of Broadway” (M-G) also Broadway and the East Drive- 
(2d wk). Big $4,500. Last week, In. Nice $8,500. Last week, subse- 
$5,600. | quent-run. 


Broadway Grosses 


| (2d wk), $8,000. 
| Jones Beach” (WB). 


70-95)— | 


the Broadway and two drive-ins. | 


‘Stratton’ Sturdy 13G, 
Mont’l; ‘Beach’ $15,000 


Montreal, Aug. 16. 
Biz shapes mildish here despite 
break in heat wave and new pix. 
Outstanding is “Stratton Story” at 
the Princess. “Girl From Jones 
Beach” looks okay at Palace. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew’s (C.T.) (2,855; 40-65)— 
“Fountainhead” (WB) (2d wk). 
Down to $9,000 after big first at 


$14,500. 
Capitol (C.T.) (2,412; 34-60)— 
“Sand” (20th). Good $12,000. Last 


week, “House of Strangers” (20th) 


Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 34-60)—“Girl 
Okay $15,000. 


Last week, “Any Number Play” 
(M-G) (2d wk), $9,000. 
Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 34-60)— 


“Stratton Story” (M-G). Sock $13,- 
000. Last week, “Streets Laredo” 
| (Par) (2d wk), $7,500. 
| [Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-45)— 
|“Flaxy Martin” (WB) and “Chris- 
topher Blake” (WB). Mild $5,000. 
Last week, “Criss Cross’ (U) and 
“Blondie Jackpot” (Col), $9,500. 
Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 34-60)— 
“Tate for Tears’ (UA) and “Leave 
It Henry” (UA). Nice $6,000. Last 


week, “Lady Burlesque” (UA) and | 


“Guest in House” (UA) (reissues), 
$5,000. 


Abbott-Costello 
Loud $12,000, D.C. 


| 
| Washington, Aug. 16. 
Sole standout in a very dull 
week here is “Great Sinner” at 
| Loew’s Palace, which looks good 
despite crix pannings. However, 
“Great Gatsby” opened equally 
i well there last week, but fizzled 
out to sag well below expectations. 
“‘Abott-Costello Meet Killer” will 
be nice at Keith’s. 
Estimates for This Week 
| Capitol (Loew’s) (2,434; 44-85)— 
“One False Step” (U) plus vaude. 
Mild $19,000. Last week, 
Old Summertime” (M-G) 
vaude (2d wk), $21,000. 
Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-80)— 
“Meet Killer Karloff” (U). Better 





plus 


i\than average $12,000 for this new | 


Abbott-Costello here. Last week, 
“Lady Gambles” (U) (2d wk), fair 
$7,500. 

| Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44- 
80)—“One Last Fling’ (WB). 
Skimpy $5,000. Last week, “Girl 


sue) (2d wk). Good $12,000. Last, Jones Beach” (WB) (2d run), okay 


| $6,000. 
| Palace (Loew’s) (2,370; 44-74)— 
|“Great Sinner” (M-G). Leads the 


Slow | town at hefty $22,000. Last week, 
$9,000. Last week, “Illegal Entry” 


“Great Gatsby” (Par), disappoint- 
ing $19,000, despite brisk start. 
Playhouse (Lopert) (432; 50-85) 
— “One Woman’s Story” (U) (2d 
| wk). Holding nicely with $4,800 
after solid $6,000 last week. Stays 


“Good | 


‘Vaude Boosts ‘Quietly’ To Standout 
Biz in Hub, $26,000; ‘Lucasta’ Okay 326 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week....... $2,605,000 
(Based on 24 cities, 194 
theatres, chiefly first runs, tm- 
cluding N. Y.). 
Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year _. $2,764,000 
(Based on 22 cities and 
202 theatres.) 














Feeling’ $30,000 
In Hotcha Phill 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
Break in the record heat is be- 
ing reflected in firstrun biz here, 
with weekend trade generally 
kited. “It’s Great Feeling” is 
pacing the town at Mastbaum, but 
not smash. “Not Wanted” looms 
smash at smaller Stanton. 

handled” is not so hot at Aldine. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303; 50-99) — 
“Manhandled” (Par). Not so hot 
$8,500. Last week, “Dumbo” (RKO) 





land “Saludos Amigos” (RKO) (re- | 


| issues), nice $10,000. 
| Boyd (WB) (2,360; 50-99)—‘‘Great 
Sinner” (M-G) (2d wk). Okay $18,- 
500 after big $25,000 cpener. 
| Earle (WB) (2,700; 50-99) — 
'“Home of Brave” (UA) (2d wk). 
| Hefty $24,000 after great $32,000 
opener. 

Fox (20th) (2,250, 50-99) —“You’re 
My Everything” (20th) (3d wk). 


| Snappy $13,000 in five days. Last, 


| week, $18,000. 
| Goldman (Goldman) (1,200; 50- 
99) — “Any Number Play” (M-G) 
'(4th wk). Fair $8,500. Last week, 
$10,000. 

| Karlton (Goldman) (1,000; 50-99) 
'—‘Great Gatsby” (Par) (3d _ wk). 
Passable $9,000. Last week, $12,000. 
| Mastbaum (WB) (4,360; 50-99)— 
i“Great Feeling’ (WB). Nice $30,- 
| 000. Last week, “Silver Lining” 
(WB) (3d wk), $14,500. 

| Stanley (WB) (2,950; 50-99) 
“Anna, Lueasta’” (Col) (2d wk). 
Down to $16,000 after neat $24,000 





take-off. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-99) — 
“Not Wanted” (FC). Big $17,000. 
Last week, “Savage Splendor” 
(RKO) and “Seal Island’ (RKO) 
(2d wk), $8,500. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (500; $2.40- 


$1.20) “Red Shoes” (EL) (34th wk). 
/Record run getting $4,500. Last 
— $4,700. 





on. 

| Warner (WB) (2,164; 44-74)— 
“Lust for Gold” (Col). Flimsy | 
$13,000. Last week, “Silver Lin- 


ing” (WB) (2d wk), fair $11,000. 

Trans-Lux (T-L) (654; 44-80)— 
“Home of Brave” (UA) (2d wk). 
Fast $10,000 after record-breaking 
oo for opener. Stays on 
indef. 


‘Edward’ Solid $15,000 
In L’ville; ‘Steal’ Big 





Louisville, Aug. 16. 
Brace of solid pix in town this 
week, and both are garnering nice 
biz. Number one is “Edward, My 
Son,” at State, shaping plenty 
strong, while “Big Steal,” at Rialto, 
also is healthy. National is perk- 
ing, with lineup of seven standard 
vaude acts, and dual film bill. 
Estimates for This Week 
Mary Anderson (People’s) (1,400; 
45-65)—“Lust for Gold” (Col). 
Modest $6,000. 
Lining” (WB) (2d wk), okay $7,000. 
National (Standard) (2,400: 50- 
65)—“Lost Tribe” (Col) and “Shut 
Big Mouth” (Col) (reissue) with 
_7-act vaude bill onstage. Likely 
| good $7,500. Last week, ‘Lovable 
Cheat” (FC) and “Hit Parade” 
(Rep) (reissues) plus vaude topped 
by Toni Harper, $8,000. 
Rialto (Fourth Avenue) 
45-65)—“Big Steal’ 
“Bad Boys” (Mono). 
Last week, “House of Strangers” 


(RKO) and 


(20th), mild $9,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,000; 45-65)— 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G) and 


“Caught” (M-G). Rating top atten- 


tion this week at solid $15,000. Last | 


week, ‘“‘“Good Old Summertime” (M- 
G) and “Slightly French” (Col), 
$14,000. 

Strand (FA) (1,000; 45-65)—“Red 
Canyon” (U) and “Amazon Quest” 
(FC). Likely good $6,000. Last 


week, “Bride of Vengeance” (Par) | 


and “Strange Case Mrs. 


2 Crane” 
'(EL), $5,000. 


126, ‘Geld’ Slight 66 


Last week, “Silver | 


(3,000: ' 
Nice $12,000. | 


‘Everything’ Tops Port., 
Great $17,000, ‘Oz’ 146 


Portland, Ore., Aug. 16. 

“You're My Everything’ at 
Oriental and Paramount is doing 
great biz along with “Wizard of 
, Oz” on reissue at the Broadway. 
| This is the first time a reissue has 
| played a J. J. Parker house. “Out- 
post in Morocco” looks okay at 
| Mayfair. 
Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832; 50-85) 
|—‘‘Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) 
and “Castaway” (Rep). Terrific 
/ $14,000. Last week, “Fountainhead” 
(WB) and “One Last Fling” (WB) 
(2d wk), $6,600. 
| Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-85)— 
“Outpost in Morocco” (UA) and 





Last week, ‘“Manhandled” 
(and “Special Agent” (Par), 
$4,000. 

Oriental (H-E) (2,000: 50-85)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
“The Fan” (20th), day-date with 
Paramount. Excellent $5,000. Last 
week, “Great Gatsby” (Par) and 
“Daughter of West” (Rep), $3,200. 

Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— 
“Not Wanted” (FC) and “Man 
About House” (20th). Good $9,000. 
Last week, “Great Gatsby” (Par) 
sos “Daughter of West” (Rep), $7,- 

Paramount (H-E) (3,400: 50-85)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
'“The Fan” (20th), also Oriental. 
Big $12,000 or near. “Gunga Din” 
(RKO) 
| (reissues), nice $7,500. 

United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- 
85)—‘‘Secret Garden” (M-G). Mild 


slim 


$6,500. Last week, “Stratton Story” 


(M-G) (4th wk), big $6,700. 





Sisk Building Texas Houses 
_ Lewisville, Texas. 
Construction started here by M. 


A. Sisk of a 650-seater including 
)150 seats for Negroes, j 


- |in the second week of new 


*“Man- | 


“Gay Amigo” (UA). Okay $6,000. | 
(Par) | 


and “Lost Patrol’ (RKO) | 


’ Boston, Aug. 16, 


Biz is shaping up a little 
| around town this stanza. Stil est 
jing the pack is the RKO Boston 
j . . Vi 
policy with “Follow Me Guistin’ 
“Take One False Step,” at Memo. 
|Tial; “You’re My Everything.” at 
| Met, and “Anna Lucasta” at Or. 
|pheum and State should wind up 
| fairly strong. 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (Jaycox) (1,200; 40-85) 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC) (5th wk) 
Not bad $8,000. Last week. nice 
| $9,500. 
| Boston (RKO) (3,200; 55-85) 
|“Follow Me Quietly” (RKO) plus 
| vaude with Artie Dann. Sock $26. 
000. Last week, ‘“Roughshod” 
(RKO) and preem of Palace vaude 
| $30,000. ; 
Fenway (NET) (1,373; 40-85)— 
| ‘Massacre River” (Mono) and “Spe. 
‘cial Agent” (Par). Mild $5,000, 
Last week, “Girl Jones Beach” 
(WB) and “Alimony” (EL) (2d wk) 
$4,500. : 

Mayflower (ATC) (700; 40-85) 
| “Not Wanted” (FC) (3d wk). Fair 
$5,000 after $6,200 for second. 

Memorial (RKO) (3,500; 40-85)— 


| 
} 
| 


“One False Step” (U) and “My 
Brother’s Keeper” (EL) Nice 
; $20,000. Last week, “Doolins of 


Oklahoma” (Col) and “Conspiracy 
in Teheran” (Indie), $23,000. 

Metropolitan (NET) (4,376: 40-85) 
i—‘You’re My Everything” (20th) 
and “Flaming Fury” (Rep). Okay 
$20,000. Last weék, “Silver Lining” 
(WB) and “One Last Fling’ (WB) 
(2d wk), $16,500. 

Orpheum (Loew) (3,000; 40-85)— 

“Anna Lucasta” (Col) and “Air 
Hostess” (Col). Fairly nice $20,000. 
Last week, “Any Number Play” 
| (M-G), and “Gay Amigo” (UA) (2d 
| wk), $14,500. 
Paramount (NET) (1,700; 40-85)— 
‘ “Massacre River” (Mono) and “Spe- 
cial Agent” (Par). Fair $10,500. 
Last week, “Girl Jones Beach” 
(WB) and “Alimony” (EL) (2d wk), 
$10,500. 

State (Loew) (3,500; 40-85)— 
“Anna Lucasta’’ (Col) and “Air 
Hostess” (Col). Okay $12,000. Last 
week, “Any Number Play” (M-G) 
and “Gay Amigo” (UA) (2d wk), 
$8,500. 





> Heat Melts Mpls. BO. 


But ‘Summertime’ Warm 


— $17,000; ‘Lady’ Oke 106 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
| Grosses continue to suffer from 
/Sizzling heat here. Trio of major 
newcomers boasts at least enough 
|overall strength despite this to 
‘chalk up a respectable boxoffice 
‘showing. “In the Good Old Sum- 
'mertime” is topper while “Great 
/Gatsby” also is nice. Holdovers are 
more in evidence again than re- 
cently. 
| Estimates for This Week 
| Lyric (Par) (1,000; 50-70) — 
“Colorado Territory” (WB) (m.o.). 
Moved here following brisk trade 
at State. Healthy $5,200. Last 
week, “Outpost in Morocco” (UA) 
(2d wk), neat $5,000. 

Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G). 
Pulling them in for good $16,000. 
‘Last week, “You’re My _ Every- 
thing” (20th), good $15,000. 
| RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
/70)\—“‘Lady Gambles” (U). Okay 
$10,000 in prospect. Last week, 
“Silver Lining” (WB), neat $12,500. 
| RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Silver Lining’ (RKO) (m.0.). 
Rolling at nice $7,000. Last week, 
“Not Wanted” (FC), good $8,500. 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70) — 
“Great Gatsby” (Par). Brisk $13,- 
000 likely. Last week, “Colorado 
Territory” (WB), $12,000. 


‘EVERYTHING’ LOFTY 
$10,500 IN TORONTO 


Toronto, Aug. 16. 

“You’re My Everything” is top- 
ping the town with big Shea week; 
Fourth week of “Home of Brave | 
still is strong. “Edward, My 50n 
is also passably good. , 

Estimates for This Week 

Downtown, Glendale, Scarboro, 
State (20th) (1,059, 955, 698, 694; 
36-60)—“'Tarzan’s Magic Fountain 
'(RKO) and “My Dog Rusty i 
Okay $10,000. Last week, Hell: 
fire” (Rep) and “Hold That Baby 
(Mono), good $12,000. ais 

Imperial (FP) (3,373; 40-1074 
\“House of Strangers” (20th) (2 
'wk). Fine $8,000 after last weeks 
| husky $11,000. m 
¢ Loew's (Loew) (2,096; 40-70" 
“Neptune’s Daughter” (M-G) ( 
(Continued on page 24) 
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Despite Muggy Weather, Chi Stout: 
My Baby’ Terrif $25,000, ‘Lining’ 
With Eckstine Socko 706, ‘Crime’ 186 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Despite mussy weather first part 


of the we 
game Frid 


ay (12), Loop film grosses 
. > fe,” 
are holding up well. 


“yes Sir, That's My 
feet attended by film celebs 
on e Roosevelt to best take 


h 
reagent with giant $25,000 in 
a “silver Lining” at the Chi- 
= 9 hypoed by Billy Eckstine p.a. is 
ae ing up to sock $70,000. “Scene 
P Crime” at United Artists looks 
nitty $18,000. “Doolins of Okla- 
home” and “Lost Tribe” at the 
Garrick is shaping to pert $8,000. 

Holdovers appear the strongest 
in months, with “Mighty Joe 
Young” at Grand racking up lush 
$18,000 for second round. “Ca- 
Jamity Jane” at Palace looks trim 
$14,000. Second frame of “You re 
My Everything” boosted by George 


Jessel and Kitty Kallen topping | 


+ 


ek and All-Star football | 


World preem | 
Baby” at | 


} 


stageshow is heading for crisp $45,- | 
)00 at Oriental. “Good Old Sum- | 


mertime” at State-Lake is sturdy 
with $17,000. 
Estimates for This Week 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — 
“silver Lining’ (WB) with Billy 
Eckstine in person. Sock $70,000. 
Last week, “Take One False Step” 


(U) with Dennis Day unit onstage, | 


$68,000. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 50-98) — 
“Doolins of Oklahoma” and ‘Lost 
Tribe” (Col). Okay $8,000. Last 
week, “Movie Crazy’ (Indie) (re- 
issue) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Grand (RKO) 


“Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (2d 
wk). Sensational $18,000. Last 
week, $25,000. 

Oriental (Essaness) (3,400: 50- 


98) — “You're My Everything” 
(20th) with George Jessel and 
Kitty Kallen heading vaude (2d 
wk). Smart $45,000. Last week, 
$56,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98) — 
“Calamity Jane” (U) and “Cheated 
the Law” (20th) (2d wk). Nifty 
$14,000. Last week, $20,000. : 

Rialto (indie) (1,700; 50-98) — 
“Miracle of Life” (indie) (2d wk). 
Strong $10,000. Last week, $11.900. 
. Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— 
Yes Sir, That’s My Baby” (U) 
World preem set this one off with 
flying colors for best gross this 
ee A ag ns likely. Last 

’ rea a *h”’ JA) 
(2d wk), $7500, — 


Selwyn (Shubert) (1 ,000: 


2.40)—“Red Shoes” (EL) (34th wk). | 


Holding well at $64 P 
Last -week, $6,800. — 
State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
Oa x he ee (M-G) 
week, $23,000." a 
yaited Artists oo (1,700; 50- 
_ cene of Crime” (M-G). 
Neat $18,000 looms. Last week, 
1000 Sinner” (M-G) 


, 


“Champion” (UA) 
Staunch $1 

$14,000. $13,000. 
World (indie) 


Dick” (Indi “ : 
Chickadee” and My Little 


(Indie) (reissues) (3d 
wk). , ssues) (3¢ 
$5,000 ent $4,500. Last week, 


Lucasta’ Dull $8,000 In 
Indpls; ‘Strangers’ 96 


Indianapolis, Aug. 16 
benirst run film biz, which has 
stubbeq irene better here, has 
ng he ‘ee toe this week. Steam- 
are haldi and Sunday cloudburst 
Moderate 1- down all grosses to 
Beach” levels, “Girl from Jones 
“Are ne Circle, is topper. 
“Ties pane, at Loew’s and 
are pulling feet: at Indiana, 
SS te 
being FR lan expected, 
stimates for This Week 
..(Gamble-Dolle) (2.800: 
Girl Jones Beach” (WB) 
Across Street” (WB). 
Last week, “Big 
) and “Blackie’s Chi- 


(5th 
Last 


wk). 


(3,300; 44-65)— 
“angers” (20th) and 
(Mono), Slow $9.000. 
* Silver Lining” (WB) 
$13,000, e Last Fling” (WB), nice 


“anes (Loew's) (2,427: 44-65)— 
Wol ucasta” (QQ) and “Lone 
s ast (Col). Dull 
lav” (aq 2S Week, “Any Number 
ay" (M-G) and “Secret St. Ives" 
dandy $14,000. 
‘ imrots (G-D) (1,600: 
“Mase €n Women” (Mono) and 
$5.5 ‘? River” (Mono). Fair 
(Rep) ang’ = week, “Red Menace” 
$3,000, Flaming Fury” (Rep), 


44-65)— 


1.20- | 


| (RKO), 
(1,500; 50-98) —| 








Estimates Are Net 

Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing percentage, hence the 
estimated figures are net in- 
come. 

The parenthetic admission 
prices, however, as indicated, 
—— the U. S. amusement 
ax 


Heat Bops St. Loo: 
Gatsby’ $16,0 


St. Louis, Aug. 16. 
Hot humid weather over week- 
end is sloughing trade at big first- 








runs here this round. “Great 
Gatsby” looks to grab _ biggest 


share of mild pickings at the mid- 

town Missouri. ‘‘You’re My Every- 

thing”’ is just okay at the St. Louis. 
Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50- 
75)—“Girl Jones Beach” (WB) and 
“Lust for Gold” (Col) (m.o.). Okay 
$9,000. Last week, “Silver Lining”’ 
(WB) and “Adventure Baltimore” 
same. 

Loew’s (Loew) (3,172: 50-75)— 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) and 
“Boston Blackie’s Chinese Adven- 
ture” (Col) (2d wk). Down to $14,- 
000 following sock $21,000 first 


,session. 


“Great Gatsby” 
of Vengeance” (Par). 
or near. 


(Par) and “Bride 
Good $16,000 


disappointing at Orpheum. 


| 


‘Brimstone’ Robust 106, 
Seattle; ‘Lucasta’ 116 


Seattle, Aug. 16. 

Dismal takings loom this weak! 
in most spots, with plethora of | 
holdovers being blamed. “Brim-| 
stone” is best of newcomers at | 
Coliseum. “Anna Lucasta” shapes | 
Estimates for This Week | 
Blue Mouse (H-E) (800: 50-84)— 


“Not Wanted” (FC) and “Flaming 
| Fury” (Rep) (3d wk). Fair $2,500 in 
6 days after sweet $4,200 last ses- 
S10! 


Coliseum (H-E) (1,877: 50-84)— 
“Brimstone” (Rep) and “Trail 
Yukon” (Mono). Fine $10,000 or 
near. Last week, ‘“‘Reign Terror’ 


(EL 
800 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 50-84) 
“Summer Time” (M-G) and “Arctic 
Manhunt” (U) (2d wk). Great $9.- 
000 after $13,700 last week 

Liberty (Theatres, Inc.) (1,650; 
50-84)—“‘Stratton Story” (M-G) 
(6th wk). Big $6,000 in 6 days. Last 
week, $7,600. 

Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 50-84)— 
“My Everything” (20th) and ‘For- 
gotten Women” (Mono) (2d wk). 
Okay $6,000 after nice $9,100 last 
stanza 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 50-84)— 
“Anna Lucasta” (Col) and ‘Devils 


and “Sleeping Car” (EL), $9.,- 


Henchmen” (Col). NSH =~ $11,000. 
Last week, “Silver Lining’ (WB) 
and “Last Fling’ (WB) (2d wk), 


oke $7,700. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 40-65) 
—‘‘Lust for Gold” (Col) (2d run), 
plus dance school revue onstage. | 


Nice $7,000. Last week, “Cham- 
pion” (UA) (2d run), and stage- 


show, $5,500. 

Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 50-84)— 
“Africa Screams” (UA) and ‘“Hell- 
fire’ (Rep) (2d wk). Down to $5,- 
000. Last week, good $11,300. 





iinet craan asm sos Hurricane Lusty 


Last week, “Girl Jones | : 
Beach” (WB) and “Green Promise” | $12 (0) in Prov 
(RKO) (2d wk), $9,500. ) ’ 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-75)— | 
“You're My Everything’ (20th) 
and “One Last Fling’ (WB). Okay 
$14,000. Last week, “Lust for 
Gold” (Col) and ‘Massacre River” 
(Mono), $13,000. 


‘Young’ Wow $30,000 In 
Frisco; ‘Lining’ Rousing 


256, ‘Sinner’ Good 206 


San Francisco, Aug. 16. 
Weekend Moose Lodge parade is 
not keeping tourists from spending, 
with the result that many spots are 
booming this stanza. Standout is 





“Mighty Joe Young” with terrific | 


(2d wk), | 
{uct is 
Woods (Essaness) (1,073; 98) — | vat 


week, | 


(587; 80)—“Bank 


session at Golden Gate. Also smash 
is “Silver Lining” at Paramount. 
“Great Sinner’ looms lusty at 
Warfield. This strong, new prod- 
hurting many holdovers, 
bulk of these showing sharp dips 
from first rounds. 
Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60- 
85)—“‘Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) 
and “Make Mine Laughs” (RKO). | 
Terrific $30,000. Last week, “China 
Sky” (RKO) and “Valley of Sun” 
(RKO) (reissues), $11,000. 

Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th) and 
“Hold Baby” (Mono) (2d wk). Off 
sharply to $10,000. Last week, good 
$22,000. 

Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Great Sinner” (M-G) and ‘For- 
gotten Women” (Mono). Lofty 
$20,000. Last week, “Good Old 
Summertime” (M-G) and *‘Temp- 
tation Harbor” (Mono) (3d wk), fair 
$10,500. | 

Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85) 
“Silver Lining’ (WB) and “House | 
Across Street” (WB). Smash $25,- 
000. Last week, “Girl Jones Beach” 
(WB) and “One Last Fling’ (WB) 
(2d wk), okay $13,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 60-85)— 
“Wizard of Oz” (M-G) (reissue) (4th 
wk). Off to $6,500. Last week, 
sock $8,000. 

Orpheum (No. Coast) (2,448; 55- 
85)—"Calamity Jane” (U) (2d wk) 
Down to thin $4,500 in 5 days. Last 
week, pleasing $15,000. 

United Artists (No. Coast) (1,207: 
55-85)—"‘Great Dan Patch” (UA) 
(2d wk). Sagging to slim $3,000 in 
5 days. Last week, oke $6,500. 

Esquire (No. Coast) (955; 55-85) 
__‘Passionnelle” (Indie) and **Tor- 





ment” (Indie). Big $8,000. Last 
week. “Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) 


and “Rim of Canyon” (Col) (m.o.) 
good $4,800. 

Clay (Roesner) (400; 
“Fanny” (Indie) (3d wk). 
$2,500. Last week, $2,700. 


65-85)-— 
Good 


Providence, Aug. 16. 
Old practice of blaming heat 
waves for drop in biz on main stem 


was definitely discarded during 
past week hereabouts. The only 


way to get cool for a large segment 
of the pop was in the theatres, and 
they flocked in. Weekend drop in 


temp and threatening rain also 
kept the usual beach crowd at 
home. “Any Number Can Play” 


at Loew’s State shapes nice while 


Majestic looks sturdy with “Slat- 
tery’s Hurricane.” “Anna Lucasta” 
looks weakest of holdovers. 
Estimates for This Week 
Albee (RKO) (2,200; 44-65)— 


'“Not Wanted” (FC) and “Amazon 


Bway Still Spotty Despite Cool Wave: 


‘Hurricane’-Knight-Caesar OK $80,000, 
‘Lucasta -Tucker-Gate Quartet Mild61G 


Despite rain on three successive 
days and breaking of record heat 
wave last week, six new bills are 
failing to boost Broadway firstrun 
business as much as expected this 
session. The new entries had to 
contend with soaring temperatures 
as well as heavy downpours fo! 
three days, starting last Thursday 
(11). Much cooler weather over 
the weekend was being reflected 
by a boxoffice upbeat Sunday and 
Monday, but this seemingly, was 
not enough to overcome the soar 
ing mercury last week, when it 
went over 95 degrees three days 
in a row, tapering to around 90 on 
Friday. 

*“Slattery’s Hurricane,” with 
bright stage array topped by Eve- 
lyn Knight, Sid Caesar and the 
Pitchmen at the Roxy. is the 
strongest newcomer. Combo looks 
to reach good $80,000 in first week 
Elsewhere, biz for new bills is 
mostly lagging. 

Definitely disappointing is “Anna 
Lucasta,” with supporting stage 
bill headed by Golden Gate Quar- 
tet, Tommy Tucker band, Nancy 
Donovan. It is only reaching mild 
$61,000 or less at the Capitol. ‘Too 
Late For Tears” also is slow with 
$17,000 or under at Mayfair. 

Strand continues limping along 
with its straight-film policy and 
looks only $26,000 for first week 
of “It’s a Great Feeling.” Band- 
box Rialto is doing all right with 
horror combo of “‘Body Snatcher” 
jand “Bride of Death” at $10,000. 
| Despite having one of its first 
i big firstruns in “Ma, Pa Kettle,” 
Palace vaudfilm array this session 
is suffering from too much heat. 
It will be only $19,000, one of 
slower weeks at house. ¢ 

“The Window” is holding very 
well with $20,000 in second Vic- 
toria week. ‘“‘Rope of Sand” with 
Tex Beneke band and Vic Damone 
topping stageshow is off sharply 
at $83,000 but still big in second 
Paramount frame. “Good Old Sum- 
mertime” also is down consider- 
ably, albeit continuing great with 
$145,000 in second round at Music 
Hall. 

Both “Mighty Joe Young” and 
“Come to Stable” are staying up 
nicely in third sessions. Former 
shapes to get $21,000 at Criterion 
while “Stable” is heading for 
$27,000 at Rivoli. 

Estimates for This Week 
| Astor (City Inv.) (1,300; 60-$1.50) 
—‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (7th wk). 
Holding up in remarkable style at 
| $21,000 or near after smash $24,000 
‘for sixth round. Stays on indefi- 
nitely. 

Bijou (City Inv.) (589; $1.20- 
| $2.40)—‘‘Red Shoes” (EL) (43d wk). 
Staying powers shown by this long- 


Quest” (Indie) (2d wk’. Rich $12,-| distancer, picking up to $9,700 via 


000. First week $17,000. 


| cooler weather after fine $9,200 


Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— | last week. Continues. 


due to open Aug. 24. “Sword” is 


being given invitational preem 
next Tuesday (23) night 

Globe (Brandt) (1500; 50-$1.20) 

“Not Wanted” (FC) 4th-final 
wk Down to $10.000 after mild 
$12,000 for third stanza. “Siren of 
Atlantis’ (UA) opens Saturday (20). 

Gotham (Brandt 900; 44-99)— 
“Dumbo” RKO) and “Saludos 
Amigos” (RKQO) (re 4th-final 


wk). Still strong $7.500 in blowoff 
frame after $8.500 in third stanza. 
“Special Agent” (Par) opens Satur- 
day (20) 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1.736: 50-$1.20) 
—‘*Too Late for Tears’ (UA). Just 
doing passable $17,000 or less but 
holding. Last week, “Big Steal” 
(RKO). (5th wk), fine $10.000. 


Palace (RKO) (1,700; 55-$1.20)— 
“Ma and Pa Kettle” (U) with 
vaude Initial big firstrun here 
being walloped bv torrid weather 


last Thursday-Friday as well as: by 
heavy downpours three days. Like- 
ly drop down to $19.000. Last week, 
“Sand” (20th) and vaude, over 
hopes at $25,000. “Arctic Manhunt” 
(U) with new vaude layout opens 
tomorrow (Thurs.) 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 

“Rope of Sand” (Par) and Tex 
Beneke orch, Vic Damone topping 
stage bill (83d wk) Initial hold- 
over session ended last night 
(Tues.) held up in fine fashion at 
$83,000 after smash $103,000 open- 
er, albeit a bit below hopes largely 
due to terrific heat Initial week 
was helped by five shows daily 
plus six on Saturday. Corinne Cal- 


vet, “Sand’s” femme star, added 
to stage show . starting today 
(Wed.). 

Park Avenue (U) (583: $1.20- 
$2.40)—“‘Hamlet” (U) (47th wk). 


Picking up a bit to strong $7,700 
for 46th round ended last Monday 
(15) after $7,500 in preceding week, 
Continues indet 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945: 80-$2.40)—‘Good 
Old Summertime” (\-G) and stage- 
show (2d wk) Heat having little 
effect here and belter weekend 
weather did not hurt. Shapes to 
reach fine $145,000 after great 
$154,000 opener. Stays a _ third, 
and possibly longer 

Rialto (age) 994; 44-98)— 
“Body Snatcher’ (RKO) (reissue) 
and “Bride of Death” (Indie). 
Doing very well for horror combo 
at $10,000. Holds. In ahead, 
“White Savage” (FC) and “Cobra 


Woman” (FC) (reissues) (2d wk), 
$7,500. 
Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 


$1.25)—'‘Come to Stable’ (20th) 
(3d wk). Still doing sock trade at 


' $27,000 or better after big $30,000 


!in second frame. 


Stays. 
Roxy (20th) (5,886; 80-$1.50) — 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th) with 


Evelyn Knight, Sid Caesar, The 
| Pitchmen, new iceshow, onstage. 
Fairly good $80,000, not bad in 


“Slatterv’s Hurricane” (20th) and| Capitol (Loew's) (4,820; 80-$1.50) 
“Ringside” (SG). Nice $12,000.;—“‘Anna_ Lucasta” (Col) with 
Last week. “Silver Lining’ (WB), Tommy Tucker orch, Golden Gate 
great $18,000 and switch to Carlton Quartet, Nancy Donovan, others, 
for second downtown sesh. onstage. First week looks mild 

State (Loew) (3,200: 44-65)— | $61,000 or less. Holds. Last week, 
“Any Number Play” (M-G) and “Scene of Crime” (M-G) and Noro 
“Gay Amigo” (M-G). Gable aiways | Morales orch, Mary Small, others, 
favorite hereabouts and so stout onstage (2d wk), down to slim $44,- 
$21,000 is likely. Last week, 000. 


“Africa Screams” (UA) and “Secret 
Garden” (M-G), good $16,000. 
Strand (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) 
—‘Anna Lucasta”™ (Col) and 
“Devil's Henchman” (Col) (2d wk). | 


Criterion (Moss) (1,700; 50-$1.75) 
—‘‘Mighty Joe Young” (RKO) (3d 
wk). Holding very nicely at $21,- 
000 or close after big $27,000 for 
second session. Goes into fourth 


Oke $9,500. First week, $13,000. | week, with “Sword in Desert” (U) 





Vaude Revival In K.C. With ‘Judge; 


Smash $25,000; Brave’ Stalwart 16 


Kansas City, Aug. 16 
Return of vaude is pacing the 
town as the first Palace-type bill > 
plays the RKO Missouri to hey-hey 
biz. Coupled with “Judge Steps 
Out.” it will hit smash total. Of 
straight-film entries. “Home oi 
Brave” is strong at Tower-Uptown- 
Fairway combo, and_ likely will 
holdover. Most other firstruns are 
holdovers, and mostly satisfactory. 
Week brought some of the sum- 

mer’s hottest and stickiest heat. 

Estimates for This Week 

820: 45- 


Esquire ‘Fox Midwest : 
65) —"‘Forever Amber” (20th). First 
booking at regular scale doing 
moderately well at $4.500 Last 
week. “Last Bandit’ ‘Rep’ ana “In 
Old California” (Rep). $3,590 

Kimo (Dickinson 550; $1.20- 
$2.40) —"‘Red Shoes EL) (17th 


wk). Looks Last 


week, $2,400. 

Midland ‘Loew’s) (3.500; 45-65)— 
“Good Old Summertime” ( M-G) 
and “Leave It to Henry” (Mono) (2d 
wk). Fine $11,000. Last week, 
big $20,000. 

Missouri (RKO) (2,650; 55-75)— 
“Judge Steps Out” (RKO) with 
eight vaude acts on stage. Smash 
$25,000 looms Last week, “Yel- 
low Ribbon” (RKO) (2d wk’, nice 
$10,000 at 45-65c scale. 

Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 


nice $2,200. 


“Great Gatsby” (Par) (2d wk). 
Down to $9,000. Last week, nice 
$13,000. 

Tower - Uptown - Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043. 700; 45-65) 
—‘‘Home of Brave” (UA). Sturdy 
$16,000. Last week, “You're My 
Everything” (20th), better than 


average at $14,000. 


| 


| 


view of opening in heat and rain- 


storm plus) lukewarm reviews, 
Holds. Last week, ‘‘You’re My 
Everything” (20th) plus Bob 
Crosby, others, onstage (3d wk), 


$55.000, below hopes. 

State (Loew’s) (3,450; 50-$1.80)— 
“Jolson Sings Again” (Col). Opens 
today (Wed.) at upped scale. Last 
week, “Great Sinner” (M-G) (7th 
wk), fell to $10,000 after $11,000 
for sixth round. 

Strand (WB) (2,756); 50-$1.25)— 
“Great Feeling” (WB). Doing 
better than recent all-film bills 
here at around $26,000 or over but 
still spelling why house soon will 
resume stage-film policy. Holds 
over. Last week, “Girl Jones 
Beach” (WB) (2d wk), only $13,000. 


Sutton (R&B) (561; 70-$1.20)— 
“Quartet” (EL) (21st wk). Looks 
nice $7,500 in 20th week ended 


Monday (15) night after $7,400 for 

19th week. 
Victoria (City 

$1.80)—"‘The 


(1.060; 95- 
(RKO) (2d 


Inv.) 
Window” 


wk). Holding very stoutly at $20,- 
000 after big $24,000 opener, 
albeit a bit below hopes with tor- 


rid weather blamed Stays on in- 


definitely. 


‘BOUNDARIES,’ SOLID 
$22,000, PITT LEADER 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 
Heading for Stanley's best week 
in a long time, “Lost Boundaries” 
is so far out in front this stanza 
that there’s no contest. Picture 
looks to land great session. “Anna 
Lucasta”’ looks all right at Har- 
ris. “Good Old Summertime” is do- 
ing okay at Penn on holdover. 
Estimates for This Week 
Fulton (Shea) (1,700: 45-80)——~ 
“Red Menace” (Rep). Will be lucky 
(Continued on page 24) 
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Reading from L. to R.—seated—DANIEL R. HOULIHAN, Albany; FRED R. DODSON, Atlanta; JAMES M. CONNOLLY, Boston; CHARLES B, KOSCO, Buffalo; 
VERNON M. SKOREY, Calgary; JOHN E.. HOLSTON, Charlotte; TOM R. GILLIAM, Chicago; JOSEPH B, ROSEN, Cincinnati; IZZY J. SCHMERTZ, Cleveland; 
PHILIP LONGDON, Dallas; VINCENT J. DUGAN, Denver; 2nd row—RALPH PIELOW, JR., Des Moines; JOE J. LEE, Detroit; TOM O. McCLEASTER, Indianapolis; 
JOE R. NEGER, Kansas City; CLYDE W. ECKHARDT, Los Angeles; TOM W. YOUNG, Memphis; JACK H, LORENTZ, Milwaukee; MOE A, LEVY, Minneapolis; 
EDWARD ENGLISH, Montreal; BENJAMIN A. SIMON, New Haven; MARK SHERIDAN, JR., New Orleans; SAM E. DIAMOND, New York; MARION W. 
OSBORNE, Oklahoma City; JOE E. SCOTT, Omaha; 3rd row—SIEG HOROWITZ, Philadelphia ; WELDEN WATERS, Pittsburgh; CHARLES F, POWERS, Portland; 
CHARLES t. WALKER; Salt Lake City; ALEX W. HARRISON, San Francisco; REGINALD G. MARCH, St. John; GORDON F, HALLORAN, St. Louis; CHILTON 
L, ROBINETT, Seattle; PETER MYERS, Toronto; JAMES E. PATTERSON, Vancouver; C. GLENN NORRIS, Washington; JOSEPH H. HUBER, Winnipeg 
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Arg. Pix Studios Resume as Raw Stock | 
Arrives; Shakeups Still Loom 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 16. 

Arrival of shipments of raw stock 
from Europe has buoyed Argen- 
tina’s film industry and work has 
been resumed at several studios, 
although these much prefer Kodak | 
celluloid from the U. S. Neverthe- 
less, there are currentiy six pix 
rolling at the different studios. and 
despite all the snags a record num- end of the war, have been lifted 
ber of local productions turned by the Nipponese government — 
out this year are awaiting release. | but theatre owners are still far 

The very poor quality of this from happy. Still in effect is the 
year's releases, which is far below 150% admission tax, highest in the 
that even of other years, is begin- world, which makes it virtually 
ning to disturb even the national- jmpossible to hike b.o. prices now 
ist- minded government toppers, that the ceiling is removed. 
and there is an idea circulating in Exhibs point out that faltering 
official quarters that if this sort attendance figures prove that 
of thing goes on changes will have current prices are about as steep 
to be made in the protectionist as the Japanese public can stand 
policy. in these days of “tight money.” 

The shake-up in production cir- Moreover, they moan, with a 150% 
eles is still under way, and it is tax, the government will get the 
probable that vet another of the bulk of any increased revenue 
major studios will shortly change from a price hike. 


hands. Cinematografica Interam- 
ericana—which, apart from_ pro- 
* * 
New Mex Pix High 
e 3 
Likely For ‘49 


duction activities in Argentina, 
Mexico City, Aug. 9. 





Jap Exhibs Unhappy 
Though Admish Lid Off 


Tokyo, Aug. 9. 
Price ceilings on theatre admis- 
sions in Japan, in effect since the 





Chile and Mexico, has undertaken 
to distribute all of Emelco’s prod- 
uct—has inked a deal with the| 
owners of the large, up-to-date | 
Mapol Studios at San Isidro, to take | 
over two of the largest sets in | 
which it will make five pictures. | 
Mapol will reopen Sept. 12 to make 
a picture starring Luis Sandrini. Production of 51 pix during the 
Interamericana has a capital of first half of this year indicates ful- 
$2,000,000 (U. S.) and works on a fillment of trade estimates that the 
far more coordinated plan than 1949 output wili total a new high 
most of the other local producers. of over 100. Output last year was 
The company’s last picture, ‘“Apen- 81. Production during the first half 
as un Delincuente” (“Hardly a of this year was: Churubusco, 17: 
Criminal”), which was tradeshown Clasa and Azteca, 13 each, and Te- 
with English subtitles in the U. S. | peyac, eight. 
recently, is being submitted to the Studio toppers, however, claim 
Film Festival at Venice, as a sam- the plants must make 194 pix an- 
ple of the best Argentine film nually merely to break’ even. 
making. There’s talk of scrapping the older 
Although the reorganization of plants and merging the others. But 
San Miguel and Emelco studios is that has labor and other complica- 
not yet through, the former are ex- tions. Hollywood indies are counted 
pected to reopen in September, but upon to save the situation by pro- 
leasing the various sets to Inti ducing in Mexico with Mexican 
Huasi, the production unit set up technicians. 
by actor Enrique Muino on his sep- ——— 
aration from AAA (Artistas Argen- os . 
tinos Asociados), and to Sincea. Steve Miller Shifts 
which makes government-inspired 
pix. Latter’s first ‘‘Nace la Liber- From Rank to M-G (Eng.) 
tad” (‘Freedom is Born”’), a histori- | 
cal opus, which took two years to | London, Aug. 16. 
make and ran into millions of On the heels of rigid economy 
pesos, released in July. was the Measures pushed through by the 
biggest local flop of the vear. J. Arthur Rank organization, Ste- 
Baires Studios have managed to phen Miller has resigned his job 
secure enough raw stock to re- | as American publicity manager 
sume production of “Cinco Grandes here. Miller ankles Sept. 1 in a_ 
y Una Chica” (“Five Great Ones switch to Metro’s British organ- 
and a Girl”), which is being made _ ization where he will work under | 
on a cooperative basis. Ben Goetz, managing director of | 
ieintiaishiadaienakieah ties uemengen M-G’s British studios, and Howard | 
Ex MPEA’ ¢ ld h J a Coast studio publicity 
on ead. 
re S voldschm! t | Miller’s chief chores will be to | 
hs " work on publicity in reference 
Emigrating to America Metro’s British productions of | 
Dr. Rudolf F. Goldschmidt, gen- | Which a number are planned. Tom 
eral sales manager for the Motion Knight, previously his assistant, 
Picture Export Assn. in Germany Climbs a notch in the Rank org to 
for the past two years. will arrive take Miller’s place under Sydney 
in the U. S. early in September on Wynne p,.r. head, and John C. 
an immigration visa. With the Dennett, ad-pub director in Lon- 
windup of the MPEA sales organi- | don. 
zation at the end of this year, Gold-| _ Miller, who served as liaison to 


schmidt has determined to become Jock Lawrence, exec veepee in the tory of the cinema, employing the | 


a U. S. citizen. U.S. Rank office, has held down the 
He leaves Bremerhaven Aug. Post for the past three and one- 
26 on an International Relief Or- half years. He comes from Los 
Ganization transport under a dis- Angeles where he was with the Los 
placed persons visa, being classi-| Angeles Times. During the war, 
fied as a racial and political per- he served under Lawrence as a 
secutee. He has no definite plans lieutenant-colonel. 
as to what he’ll do when he gets | Rank’s £40 P.A. Ceiling 
to.New York. | In line with the British Film 
Goldschmidt, 40, holds a doctor Producers Assn.’s big economy cut 
of laws degree which he got after in salaries which applies to most 
study at Cambridge and Heidel- film personnel except union labor. 
berg. He was with Metro from John Davis, J. Arthur Rank’s chief 
1934 to 1940, part of that time as aide, has edicted a  40-pound 
Berlin salesmanager. From 1941 to ($160) weekly ceiling on the en- 
1944 he served as salesmanager of tire Rank flackery. As against 


Fritz Knevel’s Filmverleig in Ber- some flacks, the ukase is even 
lin, until kicked out by the Nazis. more Stringent than the BFPA 


From 1945 until 1947 he headed resolution which slices salaries on 
the U. S. film exchange in Berlin a 10%-20% scale. 

under tke U. S. Military Govern- Davis’ edict does not apply to 
ment. _the top brass, such as Wynne and 
' Dennett. 


Korda’s ‘La. Story’ | 


London, Aug. 16. | U,S, Pix Lead Mex Exhib 


Sir Alexander Korda’s releasing | aol “Stu, 
company, British Lion, has taken! y. s. st Gade ie Er 
over worldwide distrib rights, mi- | exhibition here during the first 
mus the Western hemisphere, of six months of this year, Exhibitors 
Robert Flaherty’s documentary, Assn. figures show. Hollywood 
Louisiana Story. Deal was set) contributed 123 of the 210 pix 
in London between Korda and | gereened in the period. 
Flaherty, who is touring Europe.| Mexicans were runners-up with 

Lopert Films retains the U. S. 45; then 12 French, 10 British. 
releasing rights to the film which nine Spanish, four Argentinians, 
¢ currently in its fifth week at four Italians, two Russians and 
e Rialto, Korda’s London theatre. one Swedish. 








Script Credit 
Vienna, Aug. 9. 

“Everything is forgiven” 
was the wording of a tele- 
gram by G. W. Pabst produc- 
ing company here to Paul May, 
young author of pic, “Duel 
with Death,” starring An- 
neliese Reinhold (May’s wife). 

Ambitious author couldn’t 
hold back his desire to see his 
first pic. So when preem was 
postponed from day to day, he 
took one print out of the 
Rosenhuegel studio and trav- 
elled to Munich. Pic ran 
there four weeks. Meanwhile 
the Vienna producers learned 
of the escapade and by diplo- 
matic channels obtained an 
injunction. 

Official 
here soon. 


preem is expected 








Fireworks, Flower Show, 
Formal Ball to Start Off 


Cannes Film Festival 


Cannes, Aug. 9. 
Work proceeds feverishly to 
finish the new, luxurious building 
(which has already absorbed 
$75,000), in time for the begin- 
ning of the International Cannes 
Film Festival Sept. 2-17. 
At this writing 22 countries 
have officially accepted the invi- 


tation to participate in the Festi- 
val, whose aim, says the Commit- 
tee, is “to encourage cinemato- | 


graphic art in all its forms... and 
to create a spirit of cooperation 
between all countries which pro- 
duce films.” 
ism during the beginning of the 
slump season would be more near 
the truth. 
of the vacationers will have left 
the Blue Coast, leaving plenty of 
hotel space for the hordes who 
will flock here in some official ca- 
pacity or other. 

Each participating country may 
present full-length and short films, 
excluding scientific or educational 
ones. These must have been pro- 
duced or released within the 12- 


month period preceding the Fes-| 
tival opening, and must not have | 
been shown at any other film com- | 


petition. 


The choice of films from each | 
in both| 
categories (full length and short) | 


country must include, 
a minimum of 50% of films made 
solely in that country. The maxi- 
mum number of films which may 
be entered is fixed in relation to 
the number of films produced in 
that country during the preceding 
year. Thus, for a production of 
over 200 full length films, 12 may 
be shown, but for a production of 
less than 50, only one. 

Short films are subject to the 
same rules but with a maximum 
of four films. The jury will con- 
sist of 12 Frenchmen nominated 
by the government. 

The Festival will get off to 
gala start on Friday, Sept. 2 at the 
Grand Hotel gardens. <A flower 
carnival procession § along 


Croisette will precede a formal! 


ball at the Grand hotel. This will 
be followed by a fireworks display 
out at sea. 

The Committee is preparing to 
show during the Festival a series 
of films which will trace the his- 


works of such men as Charlie 
Chaplin, Melies, Sjostrom, Fritz 
Lang and Eisenstein. 

French letters and arts will be 
represented in the deluxe  bro- 


will contain articles on film tech- 
nique by Andre Maurois and Alex- 
andre Arnoux, of the French Acad- 
emy, 





‘September’ Shooting 


Rome, Aug. 9. 

Hal Wallis started taking back- 
grounds today (9) for film he is pro- 
ducing, titled “September.” Wil- 
liam Dieterle is the director, and 
his assistant is Victor Stoloff, the 
same combination which just com- 
pleted ‘“Vulcano,” with Anna Mag- | 
nani, Geraldine Brooks and Rosan- 
no Brazzi, in Italy. Only the two 
leading roles, taken by Joan Fon-.| 
taine and Joe Cotten, are from | 
Hollywood. Extras, bystanders and 
bits are picked up locally. 
_ Rome's location was the bus sta- 
tion at Piazza Esedera. Other shots 
will be taken in Florence, Naples 
and Capri. Work is scheduled for 
three weeks at the most. Pic will 
be completed in Hollywood. Life 
magazine has assigned one of its 
men to do a series of colored 
photographs for “September.” 


| 
| 
| 


To encourage tour-| 


By September the bulk | 


| bons, controls the product of Co- 


| Eagle-Lion and 
| operations 


theatre chain managers anywhere 


chure which will be issued. :| 


|for dollars on a flat 
| basis. 
| 


| 


| ing to pay. 


In Reme by Wallis’ 


| strongly 
; and about 90°% of all shown are the 


By HERMAN A. LOWE 


Hamilton, Bermuda, Aug. 9. 

Bermuda flies the British flag 
but, when it comes to entertain- 
ment, its natives look west to the 
States for its films and radio pro- 
grams and, since the little collec- 
ition of coral islands has plenty of 
cash in its pockets these days, 
business is good. 

A survey from St. George’s to 
Somerset discloses the Yankee 
| trend spreading so much that “hot 
| dog” and such Americanisms as 
|“okay” are now standard equip- 
ment in this oldest of British crown 
|colonies. Prices are high and the 
tempo of living has stepped up 
here since the prewar days. Where 
once the horse and carriage were 
king, the islands are now jam- 
packed with the junior-size British 
cars—the Austin, Hillman, ete.— 
and many of the bikes of yester- 
year now come equipped with one- 
cylinder putt-putt engines. 

Blow-by-blow, here is the enter- 
tainment story of Bermuda: 

Motion Pictures 

There’s a slugging duel on be- 
tween Bermuda General Theatres, 
which operates its:‘own chain of 
eight houses plus the five owned by 
Colony Theatres, and Island The- 
atres, a postwar development, 
which got into business only last 
year. 

The little Island Theatres chain 
comprises three houses—a stream- 
lined, air-conditioned flagship, The 
Island theatre, in Hamilton, a sec- 
ond house in St. George’s and a 
third in Somerset. The St. 
George’s and Somerset flickeries 
have turn-about projection boths. 
|On good nights they screen in the 
‘films in old-fashioned outdoor 
backyard theatres. When the 
weather is bad, the projectors are 
turned around and play on screens 
indoors. 

Island has managed to wrest 
Paramount, RKO, and Universal 
product away from Bermuda Gen- 
|eral. President of the local busi- 
ness syndicate operating the chain 
is W. H. Friesenbruch. Its gen- 
eral manager and operations chief 
iis Ronald A. Dwyer. 

Dwyer, a _ native of Ireland, 
represented Paramount in Dublin 
and then in Liverpool from 1930 
| until the beginning of the war 
'when he enlisted in the British 
|Army. Out of uniform in 1945, he 


joined the J. Arthur Rank Organi- 





| zation, quitting last vear to come | 


to Bermuda to his present post. 
|He is a smart and experienced 
| showman. 

| Houses are small here and Ber- 
|muda General Theatres, with its 13 
houses, has a total of only 2,800 
' seats under cover pius 800 seats in 
| the open-air Playground theatre 
'in Hamilton. This, too, is a primi- 


the tive out-of-doors operations. 


Bermuda General, whose manag- 
ing director is Morris Alvin Gib- 


lumbia, 20th, Metro, UA, Republic, 
Warners. Its 
chief is Miss Mona 
Carle, a shrewd Scotch gal, who is 
also president of the Bermuda 
Women’s Civic and Political Assn. | 
She is one of the few women | 
in the world. 
There are no exchanges in Ber-| 
Films are purchased in| 

New York and shipped directly to | 
the circuits. Pictures are bought | 
rental 
Percentage buying is out! 
because of the British dollar short- | 
age. They want to know in ad- 
vance here just what they are go- | 
Oddly enough, despite this short- | 
age, the Bermuda chains pay in | 
dollars for their J. Arthur Rank 
product. Distribution of Rank| 
pictures here is handled by Uni-| 
versal and Eagle-Lion, just as in | 
the U. S. 
The native Bermuda population | 
prefers American films | 
Hollywood product. The remain- | 
der is British except for an occa- | 
sional foreign language job which 
almost invariably flops. Prob- 
ably 10°° or less of the audiences 
are tourist trade, and there is| 
some play given by the U. S. Air! 
Force and Naval bases in Bermuda, 
although they have their own post | 
theatres. 
There is no formal censorship | 
here now, although there is con-! 
siderable talk of the government | 
stepping in to censor films in) 
order to determine whether they) 
are fit for children. “Duel in the! 


Show Biz, American Style, Is Good 
In Bermuda; Leans to U.S. for Films 


| Sun,” which they informally called 
| “Lust in the Dust” down here, and 
“The Outlaw” have done the most 
toward stirring up the censorship 
issue, according to the local thea- 
tre people. A 

Biggest grosser the islands have 
ever had was “Going My Way” and 
Bing Crosby is a prime favorite. 
Current sex appeal boy for the 
local teenagers is Alan Ladd. Ber- 
mudians generally like color mu- 
sicals and cowboy stuff. Among 
current and recent big grossers 
have been “Green Dolphin Street.” 
“Snake Pit,” “The Champion.” 
heey River,” “Paleface” and ‘“‘Ham- 
et.” 

Worst flops have included ‘An- 
other Part of the Forest,” “Fan- 
tasia,” “The Pirate,” “Summer 
Holiday,” ‘“Isn’t It Romantic.” 
“Dream Girl,” “Bel Ami” and “Wijl- 


son.” Obviously these audiences 
don’t go for sophistication and 
fantasy. 


John Harding, a specialist on 
equipment and lighting with Para- 
mount theatres, is currently in Ber- 
muda to -renovate the Bermuda 
General houses. 

The exhibitors here have the 
same cry as those back home. It 
is aimed at Hollywood and the re- 
frain goes, “Give us better pic- 
tures.” 

Radio 

Radio monopoly is held by sta- 
tion ZBM, a 250 watter on the air 
20 hours a day. ZBM feeds out its 
programs to an estimated 13,000 
receivers located in. more than 
8,000 Bermuda homes. Station is 
operated by Bermuda Broadcasting 
Co., which is mostly locally owned, 
although British Overseas Redif- 
fusion, Ltd., has a piece. 

ZBM is a fully commercial oper- 
ation now running at a_ profit. 
About 20% of its programming 
originates locally. Of the re- 
mainder, probably 90 to 95% is 
platter material from the U. S. 

Tax quirk is that, up to the end 
of the war, there used to be a tax 
on receivers. Then, after ZBM 
came into being and the Ber- 
mudians actually got something to 
listen to other than occasional DX 
stuff from across the water, the tax 
was rescinded. ZBM manager is 
Gerry Wilmot, a Canadian, who 
| was a war correspondent in Europe 
‘for Canadian Broadcasting Co. A 
former actor, he doubles in brass 
here as a news commentator and 
radio actor. 

There is no FM on Bermuda, no 
/need for it since the islands string 
/out for only 20 miles and there is 
|little interference. They are talk- 
ing television down here but it will 
probably be several years before it 
'gets past the conversation stage. 

| The station picks up by short- 
/wave a 15-minute BBC news period 
‘each day and gets the rest of it 

/news shows via tieups with the two 
Hamilton dailies. It puts on five 
to six hours weekly of BBC tran- 
scriptions. These are 30-minute 
'platters covering the field of 


‘comedy, concerts, studio shows and 


drama. However, the natives pre- 
for the American pace, so ZBM buys 
the Associated and Langworth 
transcription libraries. Whitehall 
Pharmacy Co. also sends in the 
(Continued on page 15) 
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Current London Shows 


(Figures show weeks of run) 
London, Aug. 16. 
“Anna Veronica,” Piccadilly (13). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Co'ls’m (115). 
“Beau Strategem,” Lyric (16). 
“Brigadoon,” Majestic (18). 
“Black Chiffon,” West (16). 
“Daphne,” Wyndham (21). 
“Death of Salesman,” Phnx (3). 
“Edwina Black,” Ambas. ‘5’. | 
“French Without Tears,” V. ‘9. 
“Happiest Days,” Apollo (73) 
“Harvey,” Prince of Wales (33). 
“Heiress,” Haymarket (29). 
“Her Excellency,” Hipp ‘8). 
“Ice Cycles,” Empress (8). 
“Ice Vogues,” Stoll (5). 
“Lady’s Burning,” Globe (15) 
“Latin Qt. Revue,” Casino ‘22’. 
“Love Albania,” St. James (5). 
“Male Animal,” New (8). 
“Oklahoma!”, Drury Lane (115). 
“On Monday Next,” Comedy (11). 
“One Wild Oat,” Garrick (37). 
“Sauce Tartare,” Cambridge ‘13). 
“Song of Norway,” Palace ‘6’. 
“Third Visitor,” York's (10) . 
“Together Again,” Vic. Pal. ‘123’. 
“Tough at Top,” Adelphi ‘5’ 
“Traveller’s Joy,” Criterion ‘62). 
“Worm’s View,” Whitehall (121). 
“Young & Fair,” St. Martins ‘8. 
“Young Wives Tale,” Savoy ‘5’ 
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Tourists to Spend $250,000,000 in Mex 
In “49; 300,000 Guests Seen in Europe 


+ 


Mexico City, Aug. 9. 

Forecasting bigger and better 
tourist trade, the Mexican Tourist 
Assn. asserts that the government 
has greatly improved migration, 
customs, transportation - and serv- 
ice conditions. Association de- 
clares this makes Mexico look bet- 
ter to U. S. trippers. 

Only figures it cites in the up- 
ping in visitor biz this year is that 
900 foreigners, mostly Americans, 
are attending the annual summer 
school of the National University, 
compared with 500 in 1948. But it 
gives the nod to estimates made 
in local tourist catering sources 
that visitors will spend of record 
of $250,000,000 this year. L 
year tourists spent $190,0000,000 
and in 1947, $170,000,000. 

Association reveals the following 
kicks from tourists who answered 
its questionnaire: high prices; in- 
sufficient guide and safety signs 
on roads and towns; shortage of 
purified water; under-par food in 
some restaurants and hotels; lack 
of toilet facilities in many road- 
side filling stations; no fixed prices 
in many stores; stomach trouble 
provoked by bad food and con- 
taminated water; not enough cops 
who speak English; grafting chaut- 
feurs; swarms of urchins that 
hamper cars to beg in some towns; 
too much customs red tape; under- 
par migration service; congestion 
of buses and insufficient accommo- 
dations in many restaurants. 

Association reports progress in 
correcting those drawbacks. 


Sf 


Europe Tourism Strong 
Paris, Aug. 9. 

Figures for the first six months 
in 1949 point to from 250,000 to 
300,000 American tourists visiti,¢ 
Europe during the year. Though 
most are coming by boat, 28% of 

those arrived came by plane. 
Special off-season fares by air 

are expected to boost traffic. 








Bermuda 


Continued from page 14 











becstneceeoe 


Rexall drug show on wax, and 
Lever Bros. sends in a transcribed 
show from Canada. General Foods, 
Krafts and Colgate-Palmolive-Peet 
all buy spots. 

In a vague way, ZBM is affiliated 
with the ABC and Mutual webs. 
It takes in regularly platters of 
four Mutual shows—‘“Superman,” 
“Passing Parade,” “The Shadow.” 
and “Captain Midnight.” It is 
more irregular with ABC material. 
The only thing picked up live from 
the States for rebroadcast is an oc- 
casional major prize fight. 


One other item shouldn’t be 
overlook. ZBM has a weekly 
“Alcoholics Anonymous” show. 


Seems the A.A. boys are quite ac- 
tive in Bermuda; they advertise 
regularly for members in the classi- 
fied ads. 
Music 

When its comes to dance bands. 
Bermuda hotels are tight with a 
buck and even a shilling, so that 
the big name band is virtually un- 
known down here. Hasn't been a 
top name orch since the Princess 
hotel had the Paul Spahr aggrega- 
tion out of London last winter. 
The Princess now has Jack Wal- 
lace and his London orchestra. 
However, there is a liberal sprink- 
ling of small-time, local units. 
These manage to keep busy, par- 
ticularly at the large hotels. 

here are also several four, five 
and six-piece native Calypso aggre- 
falions, of which the Tablot Bros. 
is the best-known here. This group 
has made an album of Calypso 
platters which gives it a special 
prestige. It divides its time mostly 
mween the Bermudiana and the 
“lbow Beach Surf Club. 
ne nere is one Negro choral group. 
od Hayward Ensemble, which 
eo Sunday nights at the outdoors 
Ea — and dance room of the 
meat Nest hotel. While highly 
oe of here, the group would 
to rate in the same company of 
Tuck U. S. units such as_ the 

Ty eegee singers. 
ia c iS no legit in Bermuda, but 
sical Js an amateur Bermuda Mu- 
ean aye Dramatic Society which 
imports for longhair stuff and even 

Fix. : Nn occasional solo artist 
mentic ly, to go with the “hot dogs” 
‘ol Oned above, there are Coca- 

a and other soft drinks. except 


lat soda pop d 4 
‘ . « ow . *: : 
a mineral.” n here is called 








Author’s Award on Script 
Changes Irks B.A. Studios 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 9. | 

The local courts have granted 
compensation of $5,000 (U.S.) to 
author Enrique Gustavino, who 
had sued Pampa Films for $20,- 
000 (U.S.) -damages for having 
mutilated and modified the script 
of his screenplay, ‘““La Importancia 
de Ser Ladron” (“The Importance 


of Being a Thief”), which had been 
adapted to the screen by Don 
Napy. This case sets a danger- 


ous precedent for local studios, as 
the court ruled that under local 
laws an author in selling a story 
is entitled to assurance that it will 
be followed faithfully. 

Studios are apprehensive that a 
whole flock of lawsuits will soon 
be swirling around their heads. 





Army Tape Snags 
Austria Tourism 


Salzburg, Aug. 9. 

U. S. Army regulations for 
American tourists in Austria are 
onerous and have been criticized as 
keeping many people away. In 
order to obtain dollars for Austria, 
Army requires Americans to buy, 
at the same time they obtain their 
military permit, meal tickets for 
every day of their stay. These cost 
$1.69 and entitle you to three 
meal coupons (which no one ever 
asks for) and 15 schillings. (Usual 
rate of exchange is 20 to 25 schil- 
lings per dollar). 

Military permit and card en- 
titling you to coupons is obtained 
outside of Austria, sometimes with 
plenty delay. When you arrive, 
vou have to go one place to get the 
meal tickets and to another place 
to get the 15 schillings. If you 
wish to prolong your stay in Aus- 
tria. you must go to another place 
to get an extension. As price of a 
decent meal is not less than 20 or 
30 schillings, this is $2 or $3 at 
Army rate. Consequence is that 
some tourists stay away thinking 
it is too expensive, and others stay 
away because of the red tape. 

Tourists going into Vienna must 
get a pass to go into the Russian 
zone. This is easily obtained, ex- 
cept that the U. S. army camp 
where it is given is 10 miles out 
of town. 

Army has four hotels here for 
its personnel. One, the Bristol, is 
being used for journalists, dis- 
tinguished performers and civilians 
with drag. Guests there are on a 
three-day limit, however. Hotel 
situation is additionally compli- 
cated by the fact that the large 
Europa hotel was completely de- 
stroved by bombs. Saving factors 
of the situation are that the towns- 
people take in guests and that 
manv visitors stay in the attractive 
countryside. 


BOB HOPE TAKES LEAD 
AS NO. 1 DANISH COMIC 


Copenhagen, Aug, 9. 

Despite a slow start here, Bob 
Hope is now mopping up among 
Danish filmgoers as their, No. 1 
comic. Star’s ‘Princess and the 
Pirate” (Par) ran over two months 
at the Seala-Bio, and recent weeks 
saw three of his pictures screened 
simultaneously at local firstrun 
outlets. 

Biggest hit of the trio is “Pale- 
face” (Par), at the Paladsteatret. 
Metropole played “Road to Utopia” 
(Par) for five weeks while “Ms 
Favorite Brunette” (Par) is clicking 
at the Carlton. Comedian’s ‘‘Mon- 
sieur Beaucaire” and ‘Where 
There’s Life” are upcoming. 








‘Pit’ Opens Venice Fest 

Genoa, Aug. 9. 
Snake Pit” (20th) has been 
chosen to open the 10th Venice 
Film Festival. 
Pic will be shown after inaugural 
ceremonies on the evening of Aug 
11, preceded by “Venezia Minore, 
by the late Francesco Pasinetti, 
italian film historian and director 
who died recently in Rome, which 

will be dedicated to his memory. 


> 


Dogs-Across-the-Sea 

London, Aug. 16. 
Dog-breeding is another one 
of J. Arthur Rank’s multiple 
enterprises. Specializing in 
pointers, setters and Labradors. 
Rank recently copped all 

prizes in the English trials. 
One of Rank’s prize-winning 


dogs, Scotney Duke, came 
out of an English dog and one 
given him several years ago 
by J. Cheever Cowdin, Uni- 
versal's chairman of the 
board Rank called it “a tri- 
umpn for Anglo-American co- 


operation. 


Expect Okay to 
Up Jap Pix Take 
To $1,600,000 Yrly. 


‘ith approval of an upped take 
from 





Japan for the Yank film in- 
dustry now figured just a matter 
of time, Motion Picture Export 
Assn. is planning to release six pix 
there in September. They will be 
the first new films distributed in 
Japan since June, when MPEA in- 


formed civilian affairs and military 
government execs it wouldn’t play 
patsy anymore on sending pix into 
Nippon at a loss. 

Army headquarters in Washing- 


ton has okayed and won approval | 


from Congress of a plan to allow 
convertibility of $1,600,000 a year in 
frozen ven. in place of the $200,000 
the industry has been getting 
the past. Okay is now 
awaited from General MacArthur’s 
headquarters, but that’s figured a 
sure thing, so MPEA has given the 
word to its Central Motion Picture 
Exchange in Tokyo to let six new 
pix go out next month. 

Even if allowed to convert $1.- 
600,000 of yen yearly into Ameri- 
can bucks, Yanks will still have a 
big backlog of Jap currency in cold 


storage and will continue to add 
more to it each week. The in- 
creased convertibility will mean 


nothing so far as the $3,000,000 in 
ven that had piled up since the 
war and was on ice as of last June 
30. It is also insufficient to take 
care of the total income of the 
MPEA in Japan. so that the pile 
of unthawed coin will continue to 
grow 





Int'l Broadcasting Now 
Okayed for Japanese 
Radio Stations by U. S. 


Tokyo, Aug. 9. 


International broadcasting by 
Japanese radio stations, banned 
since the war, can now be resumed, 
according to an announcement 
from U. S. occupation headquarters 
here. Subject to Allied approval, 
the Broadcasting Corp. of Japan 
or any private stations licensed in 
the future may utilize “when 
practicable” certain frequencies 
registered before the war by the 
Japanese government with the 
International Telecommunications 
Union at Berne. 

Occupation officials point out 
that immediate resumption of in- 
ternational broadcasts on a large 
scale is unlikely because of lack 
of facilities. They add, however, 
that the authorization emphasizes 
the need for Japan to have a fair 
share of the international radio 
frequencies to be allocated to 
various nations at the Union’s in- 
ternational high frequency con- 
ference in Italy next October. 

Since the end of the war, BCJ 
broadcasts outside of Japan have 
been limited to China, Formosa 
and Northheast Asia for the benefit 
of displaced Japanese and unre- 
patriated POW’s. 


Lux Sets U.S. Branches 


Aiming at nationwide distribu- 
tion for its foreign product, Lux 
Film Distributing Corp. expects to 
establish branches in six-key cities 
within the near future. Towns in- 
tended as exchange centers include 
Boston. Pittsburgh, Chicago, New 
Orleans. Los Angeles and San 
Francisco 





Bernard Jacon, Lux veepee in 
charge of sales and distribution, 


leaves New York Friday (19) on a 
swing through the six keys to set 
up sales offices at those points. 
Lux pictures are principally Italian 
and Spanish in origin. 


in | 
being | 





Eckman Denies Vaude-Pic 
Setup for London Empire 





London, Aug. 16 

Contrary to persistent rumors, 
Sam Eckman, Jr., Metro British 
managing director, told VARIETY 
that he has no intentions of turn- 
ing” Metro’s Empire, Leicester 
square, into a cine-variety “house 
Without stating any reasons, it’s 
| understood that obstacles are too 
many for adopting such a policy. 

Some of these are that CV means 
an extra expenditure of around 
$12,000 per week, which will in- 
clude a 30-piece band; 24 ballet 
dancers. and a top English or 
American star. 

On top of that, show must run 
at least 90 minutes, which is more 
than the time devoted to the film 
side; otherwise tax on $1.20 seats 
would still be around 50c, which 
is rake-off from film houses. 
Whereas, in case of vaudeville 


tax is only around 18c for 
$1.20 seats. 


British Labor's 


houses 





9 
| ‘One Wa Street 
y 
London, Aug. 16. 
A movement to boycott British 
films made on foreign location 
without British workers is being 
launched by film trade unionists 
to combat unemployment in Brit- 


ish studios. Some eyebrows, how- 
ever, are being raised at the cam- 
paign in view of Britain’s invita- 
tion to U. S. producers to increase 
their filmmaking activities in this 
country It’s pointed out that the 


unionists are striving to set up a 
one-way street with all the traffic 
moving to Britain. 

Execs of the British Film Pro- 
ducers Assn. have declared that 
the issue is “delicate,” referring 


to the international angles. BFPA, 
however, states that most compa- 
nies adhere to the principle of tak- 
ing all the necessary technicians 
with them with the number of ex- 
ceptions very small. Survey of the 
70-odd British films completed or 
in the works this year show that 
18 have or will roll on foreign 
‘locations. 

Boycott resolution originated 
among the Isleworth studio tech- 
nicians and will come before 
All Studio Joint Works Committee 
shortly. Plans are being laid to en- 
list the support of all the film 
unions in the boycott drive and 
lay it in the lap of Harold Wilson, 
prexy of the Board of Trade. 


26 ITALIAN FILMS DUE 
- FOR LENSING IN AUGUST 


Rome Aug. 9. 

Twenty-six motion pictures will 
start here in August. All of these 
are from Ita!ian companies, with 
money for the films to be furnished 
by Italian backers. These range 
from slapstick comedies by such 
favorites as Toto and Macario to 
“Romeo and Juliet” and “La Forza 





del Destino” (“The Force of Des- 


tiny”), an operatic film. 

Most of the producers are care- 
fully watching the scripting as they 
all have an eye towards the Am- 
erican market. even though all of 
listed will be in the Italian 
language, and are in the small bud- 
get bracket. 

Also the 
long days 


those 


summer season, with 
of good sunlight, and 
pleasant working conditions, is 
| better for picture making than 
the rainy winters and half the per- 
sonne! suffering from colds. Since 
all Italian pictures, new, old, good 
or bad, have been sold—mostly to 
Americans—the market needs re- 
plenishing. 


Indian Folklore Pix Due 
Madras, Aug. 9. 

Indie film producer Ezra Mir. 
one-time producer for Information 
Films of India, is to produce Indian 
folklore pix under governmenet 
aegis. 

Reported that Mir has already 
arranged for world exploitation of 
pictures through an American 
i agency. 


the | 


Metro Divorcing Itself Completely 
From MPEA in Germany After Jan. 1 


# Metro, which sparkplugged the 
end of joint selling by American 


companies in Germany, seeks to 
9 so completely independent 
there that it won’t’even use the 
physical facilities of the Motion 
Picture Export Assn. after next 
Jan. | It will be the only major 
that will handle its own film all 
the way from sale to the exhib 
to delivery and inspection of the 
print 

Companies recently decided that 
they would discontinue their co- 
operative selling in Germany via 
the MPEA after this year, but 


would retain the latter outfit to do 


the physical handling, billing, ete. 
Metro vetoed that idea so far as 
it was concerned and is currently 
endeavoring to find office space 
and personnel 

It was Metro’s insistence on be- 
ing on its own in selling that led 
to the dissolution of the co-op ef- 
fort. Inasmuch as Metro insisted 
on doing its own film peddling, 
other companies felt that they 
must do the same to hold their 
competitive positions and so deter- 
mined on abandonment of the joint 


operation 
Severe difficulty of getting space 
and personnel, however, led to the 


decision to retain MPEA for the 
physical work. The film handling 
and bookkeeping requires hun- 
dreds of employees and the MPEA 
had to scrape the bottom of the 
barrel in its quest for experienced 


help when it set up in 1946. Metro 
is experiencing some of the same 
difficulty now 

Independent 
any difference in income to the 
companies, since they are getting 
little more than print costs out of 


selling won’t make 


Germany and there’s no prospect 
for years of being permitted full 
convertibility of the coin they're 
piling up in deep freeze. Metro’s 


move for independence is dictated, 


however, by a desire to be fully 
ready when payoff day _ finally 
comes. 

Four of the companies now have 
reps in Germany getting staffs to- 
gether to bevin independent sell- 
ing operations after Jan. 1. Univer- 
sal has Al Szekler there, Metro 


has F. W. N. Beckett, 20th-Fox has 
Bob Kreier and Warner Bros. has 
Joe Westreich. 


Virginia Davis Scores 
Solid Click in Vienna; 
To Help Brother Garry 


Vienna, Aug. 9. 
Virginia Davis. first Yank act to 
hit the Austrian zone in over a 


year, met with a terrific reception 
last week at the local Clam-Gallas 
Service Club. She beged off after 
'45 minutes on the floor 

Her act is a judicious blend of 
folksongs and current hits in spe- 


cial arrangements. _, Outstanding 
numbers were the French folk- 
song ‘Margotan  va-t-a Liaw,” 
“Brush Up Your’ Shakespeare” 
(from “Kiss Me, Kate”), “Turkey 
in the Straw’ and a special ar- 
rangement of old Harry Lauder 
songs. 

« Singer was atractively dressed 


in a black sweater and skirt. over 
which she draped scarves and 
shawls for different numbers. 

She will continue her American 
Army tour with three appearances 
in Munich, Aug. 19 and 20. She 
will then sing two concerts in 
Munich and Nuremburg for the 
benefit of refugees, Aug. 23 and 
24. After that she planes to Berlin 
for more Army dates and then to 
Belgium for three concerts, at 
Ghent, Brussels and Antwerp. 
The last concerts are to help with 
fund raising foi hei brother 
Garry's “World Citizens Registry.” 


She winds up European dates 
with a concert in Birmingham, 
England, and then flies to the 


states tor the fall season. 


Irish Pix Imports Up 


Dublin, Aug. 16. 

Malf-vearly figures from the 
Central Statistics Office here show 
that in the first six months of 1949 
the total film footage imported 
was 4,670,132, compared with 3» 
395,095 feet in the corresponding 
period of 1948. 

Footage imported in June was 
821,980; in June, 1948, the figure 
was 698,571. 
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Farley Granger and the newest Goldwyn 
star discovery, Joan Evans, make a dream 


team whose romantic fireworks will set fire 
to the nation’s heart! 








Play the industry's one-reel short 
HOW MUCH DO YOU OWE?” 
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On the screen and at your 
boxoffice—when they get 
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FARLEY GRANGER - CHARLES BICKFORD - RAYMOND MASSEY 
, RICHARD BASEHART - GIGI PERREAU 

an and Introducing JOAN EVANS 

‘ ¥ \ Directed by IRVING REIS + Scaeenplay by John Collier « Director of Photography Lee Garmes., A.S.C. 
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even between singles and duals. 
Drive-ins are almost universally | 
single bill. 

The crop of drive-ins in the area 
is bumper for both this year and 
last. In 1946 the metropolitan area 
had a single drive-in; now there 
are four. The territory has literally 
sprouted drive-ins both this season 
and last. As an example, the Dur- 
wood circuit, which operates in St. 


Joseph, Mo.; Leavenworth, Kans., 
and Jefferson City, Mo., besides a 
downtown house in Kansas City, is 
opening drive-ins in each of its 
towns, and one is yet to come in 
Jefferson City. Most of the smaller 
outstate operators, who -control 
two or three towns, likewise are 


putting in drive-ins, both as a meas- 
ure of protection and for the add- 
ed revenue. Beverly Miller, a new- 


comer to exhibition and former ex- 
change exec, formed a new com- 
pany which already has opened 
two drive-ins outstate in moderate- 
size towns and has two more on 
order. Generally, drive-ins are 


playing subsequent run of 56 days 


in this area, but a few have first- 
run contracts 

First-run situations report they 
see no cutting in from the drive- 
ins. Theatres close to drive-ins re- 
port they suffer, to which the 
drive-ins reply they are making 


customers for the indoor houses in 
the cooler months. 

In the 
drive-ins hav 
odds. The area of 


new theatres, 
overwhelming 
Missouri, Kansas 


way of 
e the 


and southern Iowa, however, has 
seen its share of new regulation 
theatres this vear. Almost every 
week has seen the opening of a 


new theatre or remodeled job, 
and a number are under way now. 


a 


Fox Midwest has opencd at least 
three this year, and another is an- 
nounced for Hayes, Kans. Theatre 
Enterprises (Griffith) last week 


opened a drive-in at Manhattan, 
Kans., and has a new theatre to 
open later this month at Chilli- 
cothe, Mo. Probably the biggest 
project here has been the com- 
plete remodeling of the former 


Mainstreet theatre into the Mis- 
souri theatre by 
penditure of about $500,000. 
Extra services for 
trons is a prominent part of that 
operation. Free pony rides, kiddies 
playgrounds, bottle warmers, prize 
giveaways, and others are included 
in the list. One of the most un- 
usual constructions in drive-ins 
hereabouts is The Fort at Leaven- 
worth, Kans., which is built like 
a western fort with stockade fence, 
blockhouse office and other accou- 
trements of pioneer days. 


In the regular theatres, conces- | 


sions have been on the increase 
in the past year or two. It’s only 
within the last two or three years 
that the deluxe refreshment stand 
has come into the major K. C. 
houses, Loew’s Midland being the 
biggest house and the last to capit- 
ulate, only now getting its complete 
stand. Some smaller houses report 
that the profit on concessions is 
greater than on picture operation 
and that the house is kept open 
for the benefit of the eat-drink 
grosses. 


Outdoor 


with the possible exception of 
shuffleboard. Miniature golf cours- 
es are flourishing especially well in 
K. C., and the regular summer 
sports have their full quota of 
devotees. Any big outdoor doings 
are absent from the K. C. scene, 
however, with the exception of one 
date by the Cole Brothers Circus. 
Admission prices apparently are 
well set with no thought about any 
reductions. The general idea seems 
to be that the public is in no way 
price conscious now, so why stir 
them up by any changes. 

The tightening of box office traf- 
fic has a number of circuits and in- 
dependents searching for new 
means to hold up the gross. Com- 
monwealth circuit, for example, 
has shifted product a bit in towns 
where it has two o® more situa- 
tions. Result has been to find 
that a big film does better in the 
second house for a longer run than 
it does in the deluxe house on a 
concentrated date. 

Closings this summer are neg- 
ligible. A couple of houses have 
been closed in industrial towns in 
the face of strikes or slowed pro- 
duction with consequent reduced 
income to the patrons. Some have 
fried out bargain nights and give- 
aways, but neither seem to be 
popular or profitable. 

As vet televisicn is little more 
th:n a conjecture to theatre men 


Drive-ins’ 


Continued from page 6 


RKO, with an ex- 
| 


drive-in pa- 


amusements are little | 
different this year from any other | 


B.0. Cut 

















in this area. K. C. will have no TV 
until late fall. A good many, of 
course, are thinking of the event- | 
uality, but there is no pattern for 
future action. 


Interstate’s Biz 25% 

Ahead of ’48—O’Donnell 

Dallas, Aug. 16. 

The picture business is ahead of 
1948, according to Interstate’s Bob 
O’Donnell. The Interstate exec. 
states ‘“‘we have experienced a 25% 
increase over last year.”’ O’Donnell 
pointed out that this was contrary 
to the report that Dallas and Albu- 
querque were 20% under last year. 

Television in Fort Worth and 
San Antonio hasn’t affected Dallas 
theatre attendance; however, the 
Dallas TV _ stations are due to 
flicker in early September. This 
plus the onslaught of gridiron 
broadeasts and televising of over 
11 local games with the Saturday 
afternoon grass idol Doak Walker, 
the All-American of SMU, the box- 
office may be affected unless the 
smart theatre manager has an ade- 
quate number of sets in the lobbies 
and lounges to keep the pigskin 
addicts entertained. 

Drive-ins’ business is off 5-7%, 
according to Underwood & Ezell, 
largely due to over-development. 
Four have opened in the last four 
months and two niore are under 
construction. They do not demand 


clearance and they book at both 
flat rate and percentage. 
What about concessions?: the 


answer as usual, from the big op- 
erators is “none of your business.” 
This means they are doing great. 

There are no double features for 
Interstate, nor will there be any. 
Only four houses out of 36 feature 
duals. These are cheapies and 
indies. Prices will remain the 
same except for roadshows, legits 
and percentage deals. New vaud- 
film will hold the same scale, but 
matinees may move up on special 
days. 


Theatre Biz Down In 
Maritime Provinces 
| St. John, N. B., Aug. 16. 

Theatre business is down con- 
siderably in maritime provinces as 
compared to a year ago. However, 
two competitive influences, while 
potent elsewhere, have no effect 
whatever on maritime theatres. 
They are television and drive-ins. 

There are no tele and drive-ins 
in this territory. Chilly winds, 
overdose of fog and short summer 
season preclude drive-ins. 

There is no theatre construction 
anywhere in the maritimes cur- 
rently although a number of 
projects are planned: two for 
Halifax, N. S.; one in St. John, 
N. B.; two in Charlottetown, P.E.I.; 
one in Fredericton, N. B.; one in 
Moncton, N. B.; one in Sydney, 
N. S.; one in New Waterford, N. S.; 
one in Glace Bay, N. S. All have 
been deferred because of high 
construction and materials costs. 


Springfield (IIl.) Drops 
| In B. O. Over Year Ago 


Springfield, Ill., Aug. 16. 

A check on theatre business in 
this locality indicates that business 
is not up to a year ago, although 
it varies greatly, depending on the 
type of picture shown. 

Television offers no competition 
here, as the few shows brought in 
from St. Louis are somewhat less 
than satisfactory. Circuit owners 
do not believe that the drive-ins 
have cut into business too much, 
but are rather inclined to believe 
that their new and novel setup has 
served to educate some of the peo- 
ple to attend films. They feel that 
probably this group will show up 
more in the regular houses when 
the outdoor plants close for the 
winter. 

The drive-in here reports better 
business than a year ago. Prices 
were raised April 1, when it open- 
ed for the season. A few drive-ins 
are being constructed within a 50- 
mile radius of here. No new con- 
struction of any theatres contem- 
plated. 

Concession business booms: runs 
about 20 to 35% of admission take. 
Drive-in reports this average 25%. 

Outside of drive-in, theatres are 
not raising admission prices. All 
are advertising about the same as 
in the past. Some few specials rate 
extra ballyhoo, but exploitation is 
about the same as before grosses 
declined. 

Some loss of business now is laid 


| to other summer night activities. 


A further drop in business here 
is expected because of the large 
number of polio cases, and the 
quarantine of children under 16. 
This has cut severely into business, 
and will, probably, throughout 
August. 

Consensus: Business off over a 
year ago. Good stories with good 
casts, carefully produced and di- 
rected, still bring in patrons. 

This city is served by Frisina 
Amus. “€o0., 5 theatres here; Ker- 
asotes, three here; Orpheum (Great 
States-Balaban & Katz), 1; Lincoln 
(20th-Fox), 1; Drive-In, 1. 





New Haven Looks To 

Big Pix to Stem Dip 
New Haven, Aug. 16. 

Night baseball, auto racing, Savin 
Rock amusement park, five nearby 
strawhats, three drive-ins, indus- 
trial layoffs, and the most extended 
heat wave in years have all had 
a hand in plummeting film grosses 
below the normal summer slump 
in this town. It’s generally be- 
lieved that overall dip, up to mid- 


August, has been approximately 
25% under a year ago. Product 


shown during this period was spot- 
ty and exploitation practically nil, 
with exception of a truck spectac- 
ular on ‘‘Mighty Joe Young” and 
an occasional beauty parlor tie- 
in ad, 

Significant, though, is the optim- 
ism with which exhibs are facing 
the post-Labor Day era. They feel 
that standout product now on the 
threshold will have considerable 
bearing on loosening up filmgoers’ 
pursestrings. Also, the prospect 
of part-time vaude adds a potential 
b.o. boost. 


Despite presence here of Con- 
necticut’s only TV outlet, WNHC- 
TV, consensus is that tele has not 
been a major factor in this sum- 
mer’s dip. Station, although in op- 
eration for more than a year, has 


not yet hit a solid stride from lo- 


cal angle. 

Protracted hot spell has added 
insult to injury by not only dent- 
ing biz but also by snowballing 
cooling system costs to almost as- 
tronomical figures via necessity for 
{constant operation. 

It’s been some time since this 
locality saw any new theatre con- 
struction, last such regulation 


Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Traveling with the Ringling Bros. & Barnum & Bailey’s Circus for a 
‘fortnight through western Wisconsin, Minnesota and North Dakota in 
order to gain first-hand technical knowledge of its actual operations 
| for his forthcoming picture, “The Greatest Show on Earth,” to be built 
around it next year, Cecil B. DeMille, veteran Paramount producer. 
director, is watching some of the performances from a bosun’s chair 
perch high up almost atop the tent. DeMille told Will Jones, Min- 
neapolis Tribune columnist, sent by his sheet to do a Sunday feature, 
the reason for taking the precarious perch was to enable him to look 
down on aerial acts and the audiences to determine how they’ll photo. 
graph. 

Jones also learned from DeMille that the latter arises at noon each 
day. catches both performances and stays up until 3 or 4 a.m., inter. 
viewing performers and getting their stories. A box seat is reserved 
for him at each performance. 

DeMille informed Jones that as yet he doesn’t have any story or 
stars in mind for the circus picture and that one of the reasons he’s 
with the show is to get ideas along those lines. Before he finishes his 
first-hand circus research, he told Jones, he plans to have a thick book 
filled with minute details “that have never been compiled before.” 

Among the changes he already has found he'll have to make, DeMille 
said, is to have the too dark canvas tent made over with lighter ma- 
terial, probably plastic. In one town next season, too, DeMille’s own 
men will lay the track instead of the roustabouts. Riding in a “spec” 
float, he discovered the track was too rough for a camera car. He 
intends to swing around the track, letting the cameras capture the 
expressions on the crowd’s faces as it goes. 

Accompanying DeMille are his 13-year-old granddaughter, Cecilia; 
his secretary, Gladys Rosson, who has been with him 36 years, and 
Fred Frank, screen writer. They live in the John Ringling North 
private car where DeMille has frequent confabs with Henry North, the 
cirecus’s vice-president. While with the show DeMille celebrated his 
68th birthday. 





| Screening of 20th-Fox’s “Slattery’s Hurricane” in a plane flying over 
New York last Thursday (11) paid off handsomely publicity-wise for 
the company. Because the plane used was the Navy’s new double- 
decker “Hurricane,” the screening was covered by 75 newspaper, radio 
and magazine writers, most of whom devoted plenty of space or airtime 
to it. In addition, the New Yorker mag will carry a special story on the 
stunt this week in its “Talk of the Town” columns, marking the second 
time in three weeks that 20th has cracked the publication. Similar 
story was carried on the Rivoli (N. Y.) preem of “Come to the Stable,” 
iheld July 28. 

Twentieth is following up its tie-in with the Navy to ballyhoo the 
film, meanwhile, with an 8-city junket of a Navy PBY-4 Privateer, 
Plane launched the tour Monday (15) in Boston with appropriate cere- 
monies, which gave both the Navy and the picture considerable pub 
licity and exploitation. 


Noblesse oblige practiced in the film industry was recently demon- 
strated by Technicolor, Inc., and Metro when the two outfits okayed 
color experimentation by the DuPont interests on 700 feet of M-G’s 
“Little Women.” DuPont is working on a new tinting process and 
wanted that length of Technicolor positive to duplicate it with the 
DuPont method. Despite the fact that it would be a competitor to 
| Technicolor once the process is marketed, Techni officials agreed, along 
with Metro, to the use of the ‘“‘Women” strip which is in Technicolor. 
Duplicated strip was used by DuPont in recent demonstrations of the 
process to industry execs. Outfit is now working on the second, more 
difficult step—use of the DuPont method to make negatives. 


house being the downtown Crown | 


which opened its portals a year 
ago. In the ozone field, one new 
drive-in, the Post in nearby East 
Haven, started operation this sea- 
son. 


Although drop in biz has war- | 


ranted shuttering certain smaller 
houses for the summer, they have 
maintained schedules at a loss in 


order to retain clientele for antici- | 


pated fall upturn. 





Winnipeg Boxoffices 
Holding Pace of 1948 


Winnipeg, Aug. 16. 

Business at Winnipeg’s theatres 
is holding up well to that of a year 
ago. Theatres experienced a bad 
slump through March and April, 
when unusually late heavy snows 
blocked country roads for much 
| longer than normal, bringing the 
_inflow of rural people to the city 
practically to a stop and putting a 
bad dent in boxoffice takes. 


Television is not a problem here, 
nor is it likely to be one for a few 
years to come, exhibitors believe. 
The Canadian Broadcasting Corp. 
recently announced that it will not 
do much about television until 
1951. Since Winnipeg is some 
1500 miles from Toronto and 
about 500 miles from Minneapolis, 
likelihood of television competition 
‘from other than CBC sources 
seems remote. 


Winnipeg’s first drive-in opened | 
recently and has been doing turn-| 


away business. Howevér, because 
of daylight saving, the drtve-in has 
been playing only one show a 
night, starting at 9:50, when the 
sun goes down. Harry Gray, Ly- 
ceum manager, who is also running 
the drive-in for Western Theatres, 
Ltd., denies that it has in any 
way cut into regular theatre busi- 
ness. 

Although Western Theatres 
holds options on land in other sec- 
tions surrounding the city, as pos- 
Sible sites for other drive-ins. 
there has been no indication to 
now of any more being built. 

No new theatres have been built 
here in recent years, but over the 
past 12 months there has been a 
lot of money spent in renovations 
and modernizing of some of the 
houses. 


_Ne change in admissions is con- 
sidered. Only theatre in the city 


| Ruling by the U. S. Treasury Dept. that drive-ins cannot skirt ad- 

mission tax obligations by collecting part of the price of tickets in the 

form of a parking charge has ended one distrib problem with a num- 
ber of the ozoners. Distribs had been feuding with some drive-in 
operators because of the parking charge. Latter had refused to pay 
percentage rentals on tie take from parking fees claiming that portion 
of the gross was not revenues derived from ticket admissions. Several 
| majors were considering court action on the question. Now that the 
Treasury Dept. has ruled parking charges a subterfuge, distribs see no 
| further difficulties on a practice which must end. 


Approximately 95° of the 1948-49 graduates of motion picture 
operating courses at the YMCA Trade & Technical School in New York 
have landed jobs as television projectionists. Louis L. Credner, direc- 
tor of the school, credits this to an over-abundance of theatre projec- 
tionists and to a lack of specifically trained projection personnel to 
meet the current demands of video. According to figures released by 
the school, 70% of the recent graduates are employed in the metropoli- 
tan, N. Y., area with two large networks entirely staffed by YMCA 
alumni. The fundamentals required for TV and theatre projection 
are the same, 


Big sendoff to the Fabian circuit’s 35th anniversary drive was given 
by the Staten Island (N. Y.) Advance. daily newspaper which covers 
the borough. Promotion by Elias Schlenger, Fabian’s Staten Island 
ad-pub head, and a number of theatre managers put across a 6!2 page 
section devoted entirely to the Fabian chain. Section included biogs 
of Si Fabian, head of the circuit, and his partner, Sam Rosen; photos 
of the various theatres; thumbnail sketches of all manager of Fabian 
houses in S. I.; and co-op ads by merchants feteing the event. 


“Canada Unlimited,” two-reeler produced by RKO showing the 
contributions made by immigrants to Canada’s development, will be 
fifth in the series of public affairs shorts being exhibited under the 
auspices of the Motion Picture Assn. of America. It is the first short 
in the educational program to deal with a subject not involving the 
U.S. A. A foreword by MPAA prexy Eric Johnston introduces the pic. 


Understood RKO’s “Jet Pilot,” Howard Hughes’ favorite story, is 
undergoing a rewrite job, on the insistence of John Wayne, who will 
star in the flying film when he winds up his current task in “Sands 
of Iwo Jima” at Republic. Start of “Jet” will probably be delayed 
until late September or early October. Wayne is due to finish 
“Iwo” in about two weeks. 


RKO is rounding up a heavy exploitation budget to send out its 1949 
biggie, “Christmas Gift,” in time for the Yuletide trade. Picture, with 
Bob Mitchum and Janet Leigh co-starred, will wind up early in 5ep- 
tember and will be released late in December. 


Universal talking with Danny Kaye for the Elmer P. Dowd role ifi 


il In case the deal goes through, U will start the picture this 


ene — 


it has been along the lines of in- 
tensifying work in routine chan- 
nels rather than anything new oF 
on a large scale. 
As usual, outdoor sports, ¢i- 
cuses, beaches have made serious 
inroads on business, but no more 
so than in past summers. 


to close down during July and 
most of August is the Dominion, 
independently owned by Mesho 
Triller. The reason given is to 
allow the staff a holiday. 
Exhibitors have been doing more 
exploitation and spending more 
money plugging their pictures, but 
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J Chiller-Killers in Germany 





I am working for a man with an 
eagle on one shoulder, a chip on 
the other, striped pants (drawing 
room tea style, not penitentiary), 
a red hot poker in one hand, a 
full house poker hand in the other, 
and a Nazi insignia provocatively 
draped about his rear. 
General Clay Agrees 


When I first arrived in Ger- 
many, I was issued instructions 
from General Clay’s office that 


controls over press and radio had 
been relaxed and that in the movie 
field we should also proceed to 
discontinue pre-production censor- 
ship of films as well as the licens- 
ing of exhibitors, dist ributors, and 
producers. Some months later, I 
received a call asking whether I 


had executed these orders. With 
some perturbation, I admitted 
that I have done nothing of the 
sort. “That is fine,’ said the 


Colonel on the phone, “the Gen- 
eral feels that he made an error in 
granting freedom prematurely to 
German media of communication, 
and he will be tickled to hear that 
it hasn’t been done in the films.” 
Now. however, under the new 
Statute of Occupation, controls 
are as unpopular as block booking 
with a Federal court. Veit Har- 
lan. Leni Riefenstahl, and the rest 


of the infamous crew, whom we 
banished from film activity, will 
be free to produce, direct and 


write pictures to their heart’s con- 
tent. Emil Jannings and Werner 
Krauss can perform in them to the 
plaudits of their adoring public. 
No doubt, these hits of Hitler days 
will proceed temporarily with a 
considerable degree of caution, 
but it is a safe bet that in due 
course of time, their basis base- 
ness will find expression on the 
new German screen. 

The currently licensed producers 
themselves are well aware of the 
threat involved to their safety. At 
a recent meeting, after listening to 


yy N the speeches of German represen- 


tatives, the President of their as- 
sociation arose and said: “‘Thank 
God for the Americans. I pray 


nightly that they will stay here a 
long time to protect us Germans 
from ourselves.” 

The extent to which such pro- 
tection is required was indicated 
bv a statement from a gentleman 
named Hippler, who although he 
spells his name with two ‘‘p’s” in- 
stead of one ‘“‘t,”” sounds and speaks 
much like his late esteemed 
Fuehrer. Dr. Hippler was a power- 
ful factor in the Nazi-controlled 
film monopoly, and although he is 
now better employed as a railroad 
ticket salesman in Garmisch, his 
plans for the future, once the 
Americans with their foolish ideas 
of democracy and free speech af- 
ford the opportunity, are fully 
matured, and he makes no bones 
about whose bones he intends to 
break. In a recent interview he 
stated that all this ‘‘film nonsense” 
must stop and that just as soon as 
Jicenses disappear, he and _ his 
group, “you know whom I am re- 
ferring to,” he added, will take 
over the production end of the 
industry from the Quislings who 
now control it. 


Under the new _ dispensation 
Military Government will stop 
passing upon all pictures except 


those which affect the security or 
prestige of the Occupying Forces. 
It was planned that industry self- 
regulation, a la our home-made 
code, would take over this respon- 
sibility to prevent its falling into 
the hands of the various German 
states. Many of these states are 
controlled by reactionary elements 
and all of them, regardless of their 
conflicting credoes and institutions 
agree that they must protect their 
citizenry from movie contamina- 
tion by strict supervision of the 
screen. 
That Baden-Baden Influence 


The Germans, however, move 


with a slowness and imperturba- 
bility which is maddening to the 


American tempo and_— temper. 
Although the new production code 
was to have been in force by May 
15. it is thus far not in operation, 
and there is every reason to fear 
that it will not go into effect for 
several more months. If Dr. Dr. 
Hundhammer, Kulturminister for 
Bavaria, does not step initio the 
motion picture prior to then, it 
will be a surprise to all concerned. 
Incidentally, he is known as Dr. 
Dr. because he has two degrees. 
I have not yet ascertained whether 
a man with three degrees is called 
Pr. Dr. Dr. 

Aithough the plans for interring 


Continued from page 4 

















MPEA in Germany as of Jan. 1, 
have been announced, thus far’ 
only one company, Metro-Gold- 
wyn-Mayer, is proceeding to estab- 
lish offices, employ personnel and 
present pictures for censorship. 
Many inquiries have been made 
why MPEA is being maintained in 
Austria although it is being dis- 
banded in Germany. Skeptics 
suggest that the only thing which 
saved the Austrian operation was 
my failure to specifically include 
it in my plea to the picture presi- 
dents for the continued existence 
of MPEA in Europe. 

Publicity about the MPEA ob- 
sequies has been highly harmful. 
Stories appeared in most of the 
trade papers that each of the 
major companies would import at 
least 15 pictures annually, the in- 
dependents 10 pictures, and it was 
rumored that an accumulation of 
some thousand old American pic- 
tures were about to be unloaded 
on the German market. As a con- 
sequence, JEIA (Joint Export & 
Import Agency) seriously proposed 
the establishment of film quotas. 
In a land of contradictions, this 
would of course constitute the 
supreme contradiction with an 
agency of which the United States 
is a part initiating restrictions 
upon the free exchange of media 
of communication, which it is re- 
sisting all over the rest of the 
world. But anything is possible in 
Germany. 

Probably the most sensational 
success of our film activities in 
Germany has been the Documen- 
tary Unit under Stuart Schulberg, 
a chip off the old B.P. block. It 
has produced a series of remark- 
ably useful and well-made pictures 
for consumption in German thea- 
tres, such as “The Air Bridge,” 
“East and West,” “Me and Mr. 
Marshatl,’ “Made in Germany,” 
not to mention the memorable 
fezture length ‘“‘Nuernberg,” which 
is still playing to large audiences 
all over Trizonia. For reasons, 
hard to ascertain, although English 
versions of all these pictures were 


produced, none of them has yet 
been shown in the Z.I. (United 
States to you). Schulberg, how- 
ever, is being lured away from 


Military Government by a gener- 
ous offer from ECA which ap- 
parently, like every other Govern- 
ment agency, is inaugurating a 
picture production program. Two 
Government bodies competing for 
the same producer is the same as 
Metro and Loew’s, Inc. bidding 
against each other for an em- 


plovee. 
The yovernment - produced 
“Welt im Film” has until now 


been the only newsreel circulating 
in Germany and in the absence of 
competition a very profitable ac- 
tivity. It is impressive to discover 
how many staunch believers in 
private enterprise can overcome 
their natural inclinations, when 
government propaganda produces 
a handsome weekly profit. None- 
theless, under the new auspices, 
the present military monopoly will 
come to an end and commercial 
newsreels will be permitted to 
enter into Germany. The British, 
who can always be expected to 
look at things differently from 
Americans, favor increasing ‘Welt 
im Film” expenses by establishing 
Hamburg and Berlin editions as 
well as the present Munich one. 
This is the equivalent of Para- 
mount having a different newsreel 
for Boston, New York, Chicago, 
Dallas and Los Angeles. As a 
method of unifying Western Ger- 
many it has all the soothing quali- 
ties of an Al Lichtman speech to 
an Exhibitors convention. 

Ever since I arrived 
many, we have been 
decartelize UFA, the 
man film monopoly. Not, how- 
ever, until the recent Ferguson 
congressional report that little had 
been accomplished thus far to 
break up cartels in Germany, did 
we make any progress. Now, it is 
proposed to dispose of UFA assets 
by transferring all rights and titles 
to the German states with instruc- 
tions for them to auction off such 
valuable properties as the Bavaria 
Film Studio in Manich, Tempelhof 
Studio in Berlin, and all of the 
UFA theatres within a vear. To 
many of us it seems that no pro- 
cedure more foreign to American 
ideals could be devised than to 
hand over a medium of communi- 
cation to the tender ministrations 
of a German state, even if only for 
a limited period of time. To per- 
mit Bavaria to obtain control over 
the Geiselgasteig Studio, even 


in Ger- 
seeking to 
giant Ger- 


T f 
only for the purposes of its ulti- | 


mate disposal, is the equivalent of 
letting the State of New York ac-| 
quire rights and title to the N. Y. | 


Times. One local wit stated that | 
he had never known before what 
Decartelization really meant, but | 
now he knows that it signifies | 
“putting the cart before’ the 
whores.” 

Can’t See the Logic 

The return of these enterprises 
and many others equally vital to 
publie security, te German control, 
is predicated on the theory that 
democracy entails the operation by 
the Germans of their own affairs. 
This is very much like saying that 
little Johnny, although he is an ill- 
trained naughty boy, should be al- 
lowed to decide when to go to bed, 
whether to go to school, and what 
guns to play with. It assumes that 
the Germans are prepared for self- 
government—an assumption which 
no one in close touch with the sit- 
uation is prepared to make. 

In large measure the present 
German policy is predicated less 
on democratic practices than on 
practical considerations. In case of 
future hostilities we hope that Ger- 
many will prove a bulwark for the 
western world, but it can also turn 
out to be a boomerang. The be- 
lief that the Germans would sure- 
ly be on our side in any future en- 
counter, is wishful thinking, justi- 
fied neither by past history nor by 
a careful appraisal of what we or 
the Russians can offer them in the 
future. One of my employees is a 
singularly frank and realistic Ger- 
man. I say to him: ‘Fritz, if there 
should be a war between Russia 
and the United States, on what side 
would you fight?” He shrugs his 
shoulders dejectedly and says: “On 
the Russian side.” ‘What!’ I ask 


in mock amazement, ‘don’t you 
prefer us Americans to the Rus- 


sians?” “Of course I do,” he an- 
swers, “but if I fight on the Amer- 
ican side and the Russians win, 
they will take me out and shoot 
me. If, however, I fight on the 
Russian side and the Americans 
win, they will soon forgive me.” 
This soft-heartedness and ca- 
pacity to quickly forgive and forget 
which the Germans rightfully diag- 
nose as inherent in the American 
character does not arouse their ad- 
miration. What impresses them 
chiefly about the United States are 
our labor saving gadgets and our 
mass production techniques. We 
had to practically suspend all work 
in the Tempelhof studio, when the 
newest American lighting and 
sound equipment arrived for 
“Quartered City,’ the feature film 
about the blockade, which 20th 
Century-Fox is producing. They 
are, however, convinced that the 
average German is better trained 
and more skillful than his Amer- 
ican counterpart. I soon discovered 
that no one was at all impressed 
when I said, “This is the way we 
do things in the United States,” 
but they were all ears, if I re- 
marked, ‘This is the last word in 
modern scientific methods.” 


As for our culture and our po- 
litical and economic institutions 
they have found few converts. A 
fitting epitaph on the Occupation 
was uttered by a German politician 
the other day, when he said of the 
Americans: “They came, they saw, 
they contributed.” The contribu- 
tion to which he referred was the 
cost of conquering and occupying 
Germany for a second time, now 
estimated to amount to the tidy 
little figure of $205,000 ,000,000. 
That's not hay even for Uncle Sam | 
and he had better say “‘whoa” to 
any policies which might make a 
third invasion necessary. 





Flock of WB Tunefilms 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Music hath three times as much 
Charm at Warners this year as it 
did in 1948. Current program calls 
for nine tunefilms, compared with 
three last year. 

Currently in production are “The 
Daughter of Rosie O'Grady,” “Al- 
Ways Leave Them Laughing” and 
“Young Man With a Horn.” In 
preparation are “No, No, Nanette,” 
“The West Point Storv” and “We're 
Working Our Way Through Col- 
lege.’ In the backlog is “The In- 
spector General.’ In release are 
“Look for the Silver Lining” and 
li's a Great Feeling.” 

“Nanette” will have Doris Day 
and Gordon MacRae co-starred and 
will include the two song hits, 
“Tea for Two” and “I Want to Be 
Happy.” It will be produced by 
William Jacobs, mseking a total of 
six pictures on his program. Others 
are “The Girl from Paris,” “The 
Candy Kid Levels.” “Betrayal,” 
“Crashout” and “Ghost Mountain.” 


itions throughout 


| shuttered 





Majors’ Reissues 
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sive program of reviving oldies 
with a limited number of prints. 

In effect, the two majors are us- 
ing art houses, first-run, as a prov- 
ing ground for the classics piled on 
their shelves. Baker declared that 
the companies estimate 300-400 
houses scattered through the U. S. 
would book the reissues and that 
his estimate conforms with that fig- 
urge. Understood that both Trans- 
lux and Telenews chains are also 
supporting the plan. 

Majors will attempt the idea on 
a conservative basis, Baker elabo- 
rated, to keep the operation from 
growing costly. Because the time 
element is not too important, num- 
ber of prints can be kept down. 
Films would be circulated among 
the sureseaters without the need of 
extensive simultaneous bookings of 


| any particular pic. 


Art flickeries are confronted 
with a dire shortage of foreign pix, 
Baker said. “There are now only 
a handful of good ones, maybe a 
half-dozen yearly. The rest are 
unimportant small films which had 
no reason to come over in the first 
place.” Ilya Lopert, head of the 
chain, is one of the leading U. S. 
distribs of foreign-lingo pix. 

Recent performance of the W. C. 
Fields’ pix at several of the Lopert 
houses is regarded by Baker as evi- 
dence that the public is ripe for 
large-scale reissuance of the class- 
ics. In eight weeks at the Avenue 
theatre, N. Y., with less than 300 
seats, Fields’ package averaged be- 
tween $5,000-$6,000 weekly, Baker 
said. Same dualer opened at the 
Little theatre, Washington, a 289- 
seater, to a sensational $4,600. 


Baker said he originally ap- 
proached Warner Bros. with the 
scheme, “but so far they haven't 


been receptive.” He expects to go 
back to WB after the plan proves 
itself. 











Polio Scare 


Continued from page 7 








the disease had slowed down, but 
all clubs, taverns, pool rooms, and 
cigar stores must close at 7 p.m. 


Ohio Ditto 
Greenville, O.. Aug. 16. 
Both outdoor and thea- 
tres were ordered to cease opera- 
Darke County, 
and all public gatherings there 
were banned last week because of 


the prevalence of polio. Dr. Mau- 
rice M. Kane, health commission- 


indoor 


er, also banned church services, 
public funerals, club and lodge 
meetings, and the reopening of 
schools. The Darke County Fair 
has been cancelled. Swimming 
pools and some parks and play- 


grounds had been closed earlier. 


A road block and a county-wide 
curfew were inaugurated in Green- 
ville and Darke County last week 
(9), with officials stopping motor- 
ists on four main highways telling 
them of the countrywide 7 p.m. 
curfew, and urging that they re- 
turn home unless their business 
was urgent. Congregating § any- 
where was banned, and all bars 
and eating places were ordered to 
close at 7 p.m. 


Polio Shutters Drive-ins 
St. Louis. Aug. 16. 

The rapid spread of polio in 
southeast Missouri during recent 
weeks has resulted in a number of 
drive-ins and other houses being 
until the epidemic has 
been conquered. The Edwards & 
Plumlee Circuit, with headquar- 
ters in Farmington, Mo., shuttered 
its houses in Elvins, Bismarck and 
Longwood, Mo. However, its 
houses in Bonne Terre, Eldon and 
Ironton continue to operate but 
are subject to closing should the 
disease invade those areas. 

W. S. Brawley, owner of Pap’s 
theatre, a 200-seater in Eminence. 
Mo., has closed because of the 
presence of polio. 

y . 

Lasky’s Yucatan Pic 

Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Jesse IL. Lasky is sending a 
troupe to Yucatan to shoot “Valley 
of the Mists,’ an adventure-fan- 
tasy written by Willis O’Brien. 
Troupe, headed by William Lasky, 
will spend six months in the jun- 
gles to get the proper atmosphere. 

Technical aspects of the picture 
will he handled by O'Brien, who 
is responsible for the trick photog- 
raphy in “The Lost World,” “King 
Kong” and “Mighty Joe Young.” 








Divorcement 


Seen Yrs. Off 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
Contending that the recent New 
York anti-trust ruling means the 


end of the road legally for the ma- 


jors, the Allied States Association 
admitted it will take several years 
to carry out divorcement and 
vestiture fully. 

A supplemental membership 
bulletin by Abram F. Myers. Al- 
lied board chairman, said in part: 


di- 


“While it would seem that the 
die is cast, the processes of di- 
vorcement and divestiture mav 


conceivably consume a number of 
years. However, the decree sched- 
uled for presentation on Sept. 26 
will fix definitely the terms of the 
injunctions and specify the time 
limits and procedure with respect 
to the loose ends and, to all! in- 
tents and purposes, will be a final 
decree within the meaning of See 
5 of the Clayton Act. 


“The trade papers continue to 
hint at further consent decrees 
and it is possible that the Govern- 
ment and the defendants may 
reach an accord as to the theatres 
to be divested as illegal fruits or 
parts of local monopolies But 
testimony has been received as to 
all issues, including those left 
open by the Supreme Court. and 
findings and adjudications of guilt 
are in order. 

“There is no possibility of a 
consent decree which could not be 
used as evidence in a private suit 


because entered before any testi- 
mony had been received. 
“In view of all that has taken 


place the entry of the usual form 
of consent decree containing pro- 
testations of innocence and with- 
out adjudications would be con- 
trary to law and would stultify 
the Government attorneys whe 
consented to it and the court that 
approved it... 

“We are confident that all im- 
portant industry leaders will soon 
be reconciled to the new order and 
that a harmonious industry will 
surge forward in harmony. ‘The 
future can be faced with assur- 
ance that at last the industry is 
on firm legal ground. This op 
timistic prospect is not dimmed by 
the croakings of a few chronic bad 
guessers. Their hyperacidity is in- 
duced by their inability to fore- 
cast the outcome of the Govern- 
ment suit and the proceedings in- 
volving ASCAP. They pretend to 
see no good in the reforms ordered 
by the courts under the laws of 
Congress. 

“But rage based on disappoint- 
ment will influence no one.” 








Rank Crisis 


Continued from page 5 
where the duo are said to have 
had their differences. This fact. in 
turn, is basis for a report that Carr 
is threatening to resign if Arch 
bald switches to distribution. 
Indicating how rumors start fly- 
ing, resignation of Sir Brian Moun- 
tain as a director of the Rank 
group has stirred reports that 
Eagle Star Insurance, Rank’s chief 
bankroller, is cracking down. 
Mountain, however, stepped out of 








the Rank group because of his 
father’s death, and is now chatr- 
man of the Eagle Star board, 


hence his duties have become (oo 
arduous. Another insurance exec 
will take his place while Rank and 
Davis continue as directors on the 
Eagle Lion board. 

Those John Davis Rumors — 

Silly season has reached its 
height with a rumor that Davis !s 
on his way out. Contrary to this, 
Davis is in more solid than ever. 
One bank executive, P. H. Shirley, 
is aiding Davis on financial mat- 
ters. He is taking the place of 
Leslie Farrow, Rank’s top fiscal 
expert, who is sick. 

One other report has if that the 
banks have refused Rank any aid 
unless he puts up $2,000,000 of his 
own money. To this as to other 
reports, film insiders answe! that 
the Rank group is as strong as the 
British empire. No need tor coi 
paratively small amounts of ready 
cash can upset the big British fim 
outfit. 

Reorganization will undoubtedly 
mean closer surveillance of sales 
by the production end of the Rank 
org. Much smaller number of films 
will be turned out by Rank pro 


ducers next year, possibly no more 
than 20. Because of this, il 
avowed purpose of the filmmakers 
to inspect sales contracts and cam 
paigns with care. 
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/ Breaking records 

/ at Radio City 

j Music Hall in the 
» hottest weather 

Af on record—and 


Big everywhere! 


















LEO SHOWS A 
YOU HOW TO 
KEEP COOL, 


CALM AND... 


COLLECT! 


\ BAN FARE! 


} 
|) | M-G-M again this summer 
is the company that delivers 
Big Ones when you need them. 
Just a few on this page. 
More on the way! 

















Hot Tip! 
” THE GREATEST PICTURE SINCE SOUND IS M-G-M’'s “BATTLEGROUND 
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Film Reviews 











The House Across the 
Sireet 
familiar and for program bookings 
in the lesser situations it will prove 
adequate 

Plot lines itself 
crusading managing 
tackles a crime bigshot in an effort 
to put racketeer behind 
The campaign waged by the news- 
paper gets too hot, racketeer 
brings pressure and the publisher 
relegates the editor to conducting 
the paper’s lovelorn department. 
The ed finds a clue to the answers 
he wants while doing the sob sister 
stuff, goes on the prowl with the 
aid) of a fearless girl reporter, 
and the expected conclusion comes 
about satisfactorily to all but the 
bigshot mobster. 

Richard Bare’s direction of the 
Russell Hughes screenplay doesn’t 
strain and plays the melodramatics 
lightly for comedy flavor. Cast 
treats the material the same way, 
doing nothing that will distinguish 
them but handling the assignments 
capably. Wayne Morris is the like- 
abie editor and Janis Paige is easy 
on the eyes as the sob sister. Two 
also pair for romance. Bruce Ben- 
nett does nice work as the racket- 
eer, underplaying the role. More 
flamboyant is James Mitchell as 
Bennett’s chief henchman. Alan 
Hale walks through the publisher 
assignment, with an_ occasional 
spotting of chuckles. Barbara 
Bates gets some color into her bad 
girl part and James Holden pleases 
as a victim of gangster tactics. 

Hughes based his script on a story 
by Roy Chanslor. It is an average, 
workmanlike job of writing that 
sometimes has a dialog spark. Saul 


up to depict a 


editor who 


bars. 


the 


th, 
iit 


Elkins’ production supervision 
makes the most of the moderate 
budget in framing the physical 


dressing and William Lava’s score 
does an obvious job of backing the 
story’s mood. Editing keeps the 
footage down to an acceptable 69 
minutes. Brog. 


The Mysierieus 
Desperado 
Hollywood, Aug. 12. 


RKO release of Herman Schlom produc- 


tion. Stars Tim Holt; features Richard 

Martin, Edward Norris, Movita Castaneda, 

Robert Livingston, Frank Wilcox. Directed 

bp Lesley Selander. Written by Norman 
ouston; 


camera, Nicholas Musuraca; 
music, Paul Sawtell; editor, Les Mill- 
brook. Tradeshown Aug. 12, 49. Running 
time, 60 MINS, 
MINER 5. das Some wa ae PS. Tim Holt 
Re er vee ee Richard Martin 
pa Pr) re ti ee Edward Norris 
EOE. :. 66.64 008 eerewwians Movita Castaneda 
NN ok 1b ob wwe nee we Robert Livingston 
Se, EO Eee Frank Wilcox 
Serer ere William Tannen 
Whittaker........... Robert B. Williams 
heriff Kenneth MacDonald 
Pee ere eee Frank Lackteen 
a. Sere eee ee Leander DeCordova 


Tim Holt has an unusually good 
western in “The Mysterious Des- 
ae | Crammed with action, 

ootage moves swiftly in telling its 
better than average story of mys- 
terious doings in early California. 
Oater fans and Saturday matinee 
trade will find this one likeable. 

Plot is standard material for a 
western, but doesn’t play like it. 
Norman Houston dresses up his 
story neatly and Lesley Selander’s 
direction pushes it along with good 
suspense values. When Holt’s sad- 
die buddy, Richard Martin, is an- 
nounced as the heir to rich lands 
in California, the pair leave their 
Arizona ranch to see what it is all 
about. 

The shootin’ concerns _ slick 
scheme of a land agent to control 
a Spanish land grant acreage by 
killing off heirs and selling prop- 
erty in parce's to new settlers. It 
takes Holt and Martin a little time 
to figure out the top heavy, ably 
played by Frank Wilcox, but hard 
riding, good shooting and fist-s!ing- 
ing make things come out right for 
those on the side of law and order. 

Edward Norris is one of the heirs 
being pushed around. He’s framed 
for the murder of his father, but 
Holt and Martin fix that. They also 


fix things so Norris and his girl 
friend. Movita Castaneda, can get 


married after the shooting and 
scrapping is out of the way. Prin- 
cipais do well. Robert Livingston 


and William Tannen are a good 
team as Wilcox henchmen. Ken- 


neth MacDonald is an honest sheriff 
and others are capable. 

Herman Schlom’s production gets 
the most value from story and 
scenic background, and the Paul 
Sawtell score contributes neatly to 
thriller-suspense mood developed 
by Selander’s direction. Lensing 
by Nicholas Musuraca and editing 
by Les Millbrook are among other 
credits helping to make this a 
strong entry in the regular oater 
market, Brog. 
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om page 8 





Brimstone 
(COLOR) 


Republic release of Joseph Kane pro- | 
duction, directed by Kane. Stars Rod | 
Cameron, Adrian Booth, Walter Brennan, 
Forrest Tucker: features Jack Holt, Jim 
Davis. James Brown, Guinn (Big Boy) 
Williams, Charlita Screenplay, Thames 
Williamson, from story by Norman S. 
Hall; camera (Trucolor), Jack Marta; edi- 
tor. Arthur Roberts: music, Nathan Scott. 
Tradeshown N. Y., Aug. 11, 49. Running 


time, 90 MINS. 

Johnny Tremaine Rod Cameron 

Molly Bannister Adrian Booth 

Pop Courteen Walter Brennan 

Sheriff Henry Mcintyre Forrest Tucker 

Marshal Walter Greenslade Jack Holt 
Courteen Jim Davis 


Nick , 
Bud Courteen James Brown 


Art Benson Guinn (Big Boy) Williams 
Luke Courteen Jack Lambert 
Martin Treadwell Will Wright 
Todd Bannister David Williams 


Harry V. Cheshire 
Hal Taliaferro 
Herbert Rawlinson 
Stanley Andrews 
Charlita 


Calvin Willis. . 
Dave Watts 
Storekeeper 
Mr. Winslow 
Chiquita 


“Brimstone” is a field day for 
Rod Cameron and Walter Brennan 
who gustily romp through this Re- 
public Trucolor sagebrush saga. 
As the U. S. Marshal and No. 1 
outlaw, respectively, they deal out 
a welter of shooting and hard rid- 
ing which should add up to above- 
average grosses in the action sit- 
uations. 

Producer Joseph Kane, who also 
directed, endowed this entry with 
firstrate production values. Tru- 
color lensing of Jack Marta is good 
in daylight scenes, but the tint 
process is not nearly so effective for 
the night sequences. Devotees of 
oaters will relish ‘‘Brimstoné,” al- 
though its pace could be consid- 
erably speeded by slicing the 90 
minutes running time. 

Yarn revolves around the oft- 
told fight of a cattleman and his 
sons to resist the invasion of home- 
steaders. Once a wealthy stock- 
man, Brennan and a pair of his 
Offspring turn to robbing the stage 
and local bank in an effort to break 
the newcomers financially. 

Norman S. Hall story, as screen- 
played by Thames Williamson, is a 
rambling account of a_ frontier 
feud. However, the film gets a 
lift through Brennan’s salty por- 
trayal of the _ vindictive plains 
pioneer. Cameron is a capable 
and forthright minion of the law. 

Among other players Adrian 
Booth is credible as a femme home- 
steader who weds Brennan’s son, 
James Brown. Forrest Tucker 
scores as a crooked sheriff. Jack 

Holt has little to do as a Federal 
marshal who’s wounded in a stage 

holdup. Balance of the cast 
competent under Kane’s brisk di- 
rection. Gilb. 





Hollywood Burlesque 


Continental Pictures release of J. D. 
Kendis production. Director, Duke Gold- 
stone; camera, Len Powers; songs, Howard 
G. Mathis, Rubia Lee Miller. At Squire, 
N. ¥., week Aug. 12, °49. Running time, 
62 MINS. 


Cast: Jenne, Hilary Dawn, Honey Hays, | 


Bobby Roberts, Marie Durano, Joy Da- 
mon, Robert Ross, Charles Vaughan, Eddie 
Ware, Wenn Hitt, Mary King, Le Grand 
Torry, Dyann Torry. 


Ever since burlesque became a 
memory in many municipalities, 
there are many that hold some fond 
recollections of this form of enter- 
tainment. Those that want to hold 
onto those illusions had better skip 
“Hollywood Burlesque,” no matter 
what the exploitation says. It’s a 
film that can be exploited in towns 
where there are no_ burlesque 
houses. Those that have this type 
entertainment still available will 
find it difficult to compete with the 
real item. 

“Hollywood Burlesque” can be 
exploited into heavy grosses as is 
evidenced in the first N. Y. run of 
this picture where virtually an all- 
male audience is paying compara- 
tively good prices to recall the en- 
tertainment now tabu in Gotham. 
However, the marquee promises 
more than is delivered on screen, 
even though picture is an actual 
run-through of a burly show as 
done in a Los Angeles house. 

The major resemblance to burly 
is in the paucity of production. The 
shrieking exploitation promising 
girls—girls—giris dwindles down 
to a femme sextet, three showgirls 
and a retinue of neo-strips who 
make with a small amount of bumps 
and grinds and flash out when the 
innocuous parade of one chorus is 


over. The production work is 
sparse, 

Film is meagre on comedy. There 
are several sketches which have 


served long and valiantly on the 
wheels and some bring good audi- 
ence reactions. More humor would 
have relieved long stretches of pro- 
duction. 

Cast comprises off and onners. 
There’s a heavy set double-chinned 
juvenile singing the _ production 
numbers. Eddie Ware and Wenn 
Hitt do well in the limited comedy 
roles, and the staff of peelers, in- 
cluding Hilary Dawn, Jenne, Joy 
Damon and others fail to shed as 


is 


much as a hairpin. There’s only 
one number in which the gals dis- 
pense with some raiment, but when 
it looks like it might become inter- 
esting, they go off-stage and return 
in gowns. There’s nothing in this 
picture that will bring trouble from 





bluenoses. Jose. 
Obsession 
(BRITISH) 
London, Aug. 3. 
GFD release of J. Arthur Rank-Inde- 
pendent Sovereign Films (N. A. Bronsten) 
production, Stars Robert Newton, Sally 
Gray Directed by Edward Dmytryk. 
Screenplay by Alec Coppel, from his 
novel, ‘‘A Man About a Dog’; camera, ¢ 
Pennington-Richards, Robert Day: editor, 
Lito Carruthers; music, Nino Rota At 
Odeon, London, Aug. 3, ‘49 Running 
time, 98 MINS. 
Dr. Clive Riordan Robert Newton 
Storm Riordan Sally Gray 
Supt. Finsbury Naunton Wayne 
Bill Kronin Phil Brown 


Michael Balfour 
Betty Cooper 
James Harcourt 


key- 


American Sailor 
Miss Stevens 
Aitkin 


Powerful suspense is the 
note of Edward Dmytryk’s first 
British directional effort and a 
strong dramatic situation has been 
developed from Alec Coppel’s ill- 
fated stage play “A Man About a 
Dog.” which ran for only a few 
nights. Boxoffice value of the pic 
in Britain is enhanced by striking 
similarity of the theme to the re- 
cent sensational acid-bath murders, 
while in America it should score on 
dual bills. 

A straightforward situation 
presented in which a doctor plans 
the “perfect” murder of his wife’s 
American lover. Firstly the victim 
is confined in chains in-a vacant 
building and the intention is to 
keep him alive while the hue and 
ery is on. The doctor’s assumption 
is that if suspicion should fall on 
him he could always produce the 
missing person. The intention is 
that once the murder takes place 
the body should be dissolved in 
acid and disposed of down the 
drain. The wife’s suspicion leads 
Scotland Yard to the trail and the 
victim is rescued after he has been 
dosed with poison. 

The whole accent is on suspense 
and the clearcut presentation, with 
the plot focused on the four cen- 
tral characters, extracts the best 
from the theme. In the early 


is 


» stages the pace could be quickened 


but the whole atmosphere becomes 
tense when the official Scotland 
Yard inquiries begin. Naunton 
Wayne as the Yard superintendent 
is an example of perfect casting 
and his nonchalant manner de- 
serves particular praise. 

Robert Newton is ruthlessly pol- 
ished as the doctor and plays the 
character in typical vein. Phil 
Brown displays his usual compe- 
tence as the American victim and 
Sally Gray is effectively cast as the 
erring wife. But the biggest scene- 
stealer in the film is Monty, the 
wife's dog, who is the American’s 
companion during his long con- 
finement. Myro. 


4 
Trottie True 
(Color) 
(BRITISH) 
London, Aug. 10. 

J. Arthur Rank-Two Cities production 
and release. Stars Jean Kent, James 
Donald; features Hugh _ Sinclair, Lana 
Morris, Andrew Crawford, Bill Owen. Di- 
rected by Brian Desmond Hurst. Screen- 
play by C. Denis Freeman, from novel by 
Caryl Brahams and S. J. Simon; editor, 
Ralph Kemplen; camera (Technicolor), 
Harry Waxman; music, Benjamin Frankel. 
At Odeon, London, Aug. 9, 49. Running 
time, 96 MINS, 
Trottie True 5 oa ‘ 
Digby, Lord Landon..... 
Maurice Beckenham 
Sid Skinner... 


; Jean Kent 
James Donald 
Hugh Sinclair 
. Andrew Crawford 
Joe Lugg , : Bill Owen 
Bouncie ‘ Lana Morris 
Marquis of Maidenhead Michael Medwin 
Duchess of Wellwater..... Irene Browne 


Mrs. True... Joan Young 

| Mr. True vas Harold Scott 
Angela Platt Brown .. Heather Thatcher 
Gladys as Mary Jones 
Within _ obvious limitations, 


“Trottie True” is a bright, vivaci- 
ous Technicolor backstage musical. 
But it has clearly been made on a 
restricted budget, which has re- 
sulted in the elimination of any- 
thing remotely resembling produc- 
tion numbers. Currently, it’s an 
above-average quota attraction for 


British exhibs. For U. S. release. 
pic has been retitled “The Gay 
Lady.” 


For this type of entertainment, 
the story follows the usual pattern. 
Central and dominating character 
is Trottie True, who works her way 
up from the back = streets’ of 
Camden Town through smalltime 
vaudeville as a Gaiety Girl in a 
George Edwardes musical, ending 
up as the wife of a Duke. 

In the development of the main 
theme, there’s almost 100% re- 
liance on the main character, and 
Jean Kent's breezy, colorful per- 
sonality comes across easily and 
smoothly. But it would have been 
more convincing had she been 
shown playing to the gallery rather 
than the classy stalls, and not have 


had that side of her personality 
developed through dressing-room 
discussions. 


Obviously, quite a slice of the 
film has been made on location and 
the Technicolor cameras give a 


fine picture of some outstanding 
London scenes, and also of the 
‘surrounding countryside. Where 
studio settings have been em- 
‘ployed, they have faithfully kept 
to the period, with an effective 
contrast established between the 
modest Camden Town home and 
the magnificent mansion at which 
Trottie eventually presides. 
‘also emphasizes the hokum aspect, 
with an effective scene in which 
Trottie the Duchess entertains the 
members of her own family, all 
dressed up and obviously ill at ease 
in the regal surroundings. 

Apart from Miss Kent, the prin- 
cipal role is that played by James 
Donald as the member of the 
peerage who is intrigued by the 
Gaiety Girl while warning a fellow 


peer of the perils of hanging 
around the stagedoor. Hugh Sin- 
clair has a comparatively small 


part as the sophisticated ‘“‘bound- 
Crawford effectively 


er,’ Andrew 

represents the sincere type who 
is squeezed out of romance, Bill 
Owen is unfailingly solid as the 


smalltime performer who watches 
Trottie grow to stardom, and Lana 
Morris is a perky Gaiety Girl who 


knows what she wants, and then 
elopes with a chauffeur. Myro. 

J = = 
Somewhere in Berlin 
(GERMAN) 

Central Cinema Corp. release of Defa 
production. Written and directed by Ger 
hard Lamorecht. Camera, Werner Krien; 
sets, Otto Erdmann; music, Erich Eine 
film editor, Lena Naumann; production 
supervisor, Georg Kiaup; English titles, 
Nicholas Peters. Previewed N. Y., Aug. 

10, 49. Running time, 77 MINS. 
Gustav Ier Charles Knetchke 
Willi Hans Trinkaus 
Captain Siegfried Utecht 
Herr Iler Harry Hindesmith 
Pe SE ck eeees Hedda Sarnow 
Herr Eckmann....... Hans Leibelt 
Herr Birke Paul Bildt 
Uncle Kalle Fritz Raup 
Waldemar Walter Bluhm 


Willi’s Mother Magdalene von Nussbaum 








(Ti: German; English Titles) 

German-made semi-documentary 
about family life adjustments in 
postwar Berlin offers a sympa- 
thetic story and some. stirring 
moments, but lacks strong b.o. 
pull for the U. S. market. Prin- 
cipal weakness appears to lie in 
the script, with the production.and 


performances adding plausibility 
and appeal. 
As with so many postwar for- 


eign imports, “Somewhere in Ber- 
lin” is so realistie it seems almost 
factual. Locale of a bombed-out 
residential section of Berlin 
strengthens the authentic factor, 
and the story of the bovs playing 
“army” with black-market fire- 
works amid the ruins, is con- 
sistently believable. Impressive 
and moving, too. is the situation 
of the ragged soldier, back after 
years of war and prison camp, try- 
ing to adapt himself to the changed 
life with his wife and son. 

But various parts of the situa- 
tion lack projection or clarity, 
and several plot threads are unre- 
lated to the basic story. Thus, the 
activities of black-marketers and 
the sequences about kids stealing 
groceries suggest the prevailing 
| shortage of food, but somehow the 
| people don’t give the impression 


,of being underfed. Similarly, 
‘while the ruins and the almost- 
empty streets show the actual 


physical condition of the wrecked 
capital, the atmosphere of stagna- 
tion and despair remains implicit, 
without being dramatized. 

Also there are too many unex- 
plained, but apparently symbolie 
touches, such as the mental-shock 
veteran who voices a cryptic re- 
quiem at the bedside of a dying 
boy, the pickpocket who opens the 
yarn, the kindly old painter, éte. 
And the relationship of the re- 
turned soldier and his wife is more 
or less taken for granted, where 
better development might have 
given the picture more personal 
impact. 

Even so, the story does give 
some idea of the demoralization of 
bombed-out civilians just after the 
peace and, without any. apparent 
political slant of any sort. gives at 
least a suggestion of what postwar 
chaos can mean in terms of home- 
less children, shattered families 
and hopeless unemployment. 

The scrint of “Somewhere in 
Berlin” avoids hand-wringing and 
aenieves fair pace and suspense. 
rhe production and direction are 
effective. Particularly expressive 
are the performances of Harry 
Hindemith and Hedda Sarrow as 
the reunited couple, Charles 
Knetchke as their son. Hans Trin- 
Kaus as the boy’s fatherless play- 
mate and Paul Bildt as a black- 
marketeering Fagin. Hobe, 


Best Set Nominees 


; Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
American Institute of Decora- 
tors picked “The Barklevs of 
Broadway” and “Alias Nick Beal” 
aS second-quarter nominees for 
best set decoration awards in 1949. 
Nominations 





were made by a 
committee consisting of Henry 


Grace. Metro; Walter Scott. 20th- 
Fox: Rov Moyer, Paramount; Ruby 
—” UI, and Jacques, indepen- 
dent. 
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lower than any quarter in the past 
two years. 

RKO took the full brunt of the 
May-June b.o. decline in its second 
quarter. The impact against the 
company was double-edged since 
it was hit in exhibition and distri- 
bution. The wide gap between its 
gross during those three months 
and that of any quarter previous 
demonstrates the direct effects of 
the bad domestic theafre biz. 

Second-quarter report by Para- 
mount suffered from the same im. 
Par has 


pact showed up with 
$7,800,000 for the three-month 
stretch ended July 2. Deducteq 


from this total, however, is $4,735. 
000 in special income which the 
company derived from the break- 
up of the Malco, E. V. Richards 
and Perry Hunter circuits. Ae. 
tually, Par’s net from normal op. 
erations amounted to the abnor- 
mally low figure of $3,165,000 
Against this, Par netted $5,675. 
000 in its first quarter and $5.810. 
000 in the comparative second 
quarter of ’48. Its total for the 
first six months, including the take 
on theatre sales, comes to $13,475. 


000 against $13,570,000 last year, 
Equivalent earnings for the 
quarter amounted to $1.19 per 


share on 6,555,457 shares outstand- 
ing and $2.06 for the half 


year, 
Against this, 1948’s equivalent 
earnings were 84c and $1.96 re.- 


sectively. Par has declared a reg- 
ular quarterly dividend of 50c per, 
share on common, payable Sept. 23 
to stockholders of record, Sept. 2. 

That the bite into grosses was 
not uniform is indicated by an 
SEC report filed this week by Col- 
umbia. For the period ended June 
30, straddling the spring bo. 
slump, Col grossed $9,603,000 (ex- 
clusive of foreign revenues). This 
total represents a slight improve- 
ment over the past two quarters 
when the company’s gross came 
to $8,924,000 (three months ended 


March 26) and $8,668,000 (three 
months ended Jan. 3). 

Net returns on the other com- 
panies have proved mixed so far 
but none have yet to report on 
the bad May-June period. Warner 
Bros. net for the half year has 
been a disappointing $5,624,000. 


Universal, with a loss of $465,242 
for the six months ended April 30 
is expected to show more red ink 
when it comes up with its nine- 
month returns. 

-Twentieth-Fox’s net for the first 
quarter has been $3,017.000, an ad- 
vance over the $2,926,842 garnered 
in the equivalent period of ‘48. It 
remains to be seen whether 20th 
has been badly hit by the spring 
decline. Metro’s nine-month re- 
port was a promising $5.160.773. 
That report absorbed the May end 
of the.business blues since it cov- 
ers the period ended June 3. 
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ella,” “Ichabod and Mr. Toad” and 
“Treasure Island.” 

Merian C. Cooper has already 
delivered ‘Mighty Joe Young,” 
which is doing exceedingly well in 
early engagements, while Cooper 
and John Ford will shortly have 
their “She Wore a Yellow Ribbon” 
in fullscale release. Jack Skirball 
will provide two, “Love Is Big 
Business” and “Blind Spot.” Irv- 
ing Allen and Franchot Tone have 
already delivered “Eiffel Tower” 
and Allen will make “White Tow- 
er” in Switzerland. 

Polan Banks is set to make ‘“Car- 
riage Entrance,” Sol Lesser will 
provide another in the Tarzan se- 
ries, and Armand Denis and Lewis 
N. Cotlow have delivered their 
“Savage Splendor,” documentary 
on an African expedition. ‘Arctic 
Fury,” a revision of an earlier film 
on the northland, has already had 
some engagements. ; 

In addition to the other indie 
product, RKO will have three pix 
made by Hughes when he was 11 


that category. Reacquired from 
UA, which was to release them, 
‘they are “The Outlaw, “Mad 


“Vendetta” 
Of RKO’s own product, one plc, 
“Montana Belle,” was bought in its 
completed state from Republic. 
Latter studio made a fancy profit 


on it. Hughes apparently wante 
it because his star, Jane Russell. 
appears in it. Hughes will yo 

“Je 


produce one pic personally. — 
Pilot.” He hopes to make of It. of 
course, another “Hell's Angels, 
which he produced with spectacu- 
lar b.o. success in his ear'y indie 
days. 
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TRADE SHOW 


THIS IS = 





ALBANY 

Warner Screening Room 

79 W. Pearl-St. + 12:30 P.M 
ATLANTA 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
197 Walton St. NW. + 2:30 PML 
BOSTON 

RKO Screening Room 

122 Arlington St. + 2:30 P.ML 
BUFFALO 

Poromount Screening Room 

464 Fronklin St. + 2:00 P.M. 
CHARLOTTE 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
308 S. Church St. + 10:00 AM 
CHICAGO 

Warner Screening Room 

1307 So. Wabash Ave, © 1:30 P.M 
CINCINNATI 

RKO Palace Th. Screening Room 
Polace Th. Bldg, E. 6th * 8:00 P.M, 
CLEVELAND 

Warner Kreening Room 

2300 Payne Ave. » 8:30 P.M. 
DALLAS 

20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
1803 Wood St. + 1:00 P.M. 
OENVER 

Poramount Screening Room 

2100 Stout St. + 2:00 P.M 
OES MOINES 

Paramount Screening Room 

1225 High St. * 12:45 P.M 
DETROIT 

Film Exchange Building 

2310 Cass Ave. + 2:00 P.M. 
INDIANAPOLIS 

Universal Screening Room 

$17 No. Illinois St. * 1,00 Phe 
JACKSONVILLE 

Florida Theatre Bidg. Sc. Rm: 

128 E. Forsyth St. * 2:30 P.M 






























NOW AT 


CAGNEY WARNER BROS 


Geared to go-andgo-amd go! —iiniratnsiaea 


LOS ANGELES 





Worner Screening Room 


2025 S. Vermont Ave. + 2:00 P.M, 
MEMPHIS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
151 Vance Ave. * 2:00 P.M 
MILWAUKEE 
Worner Theatre Screening Room 

| 212 W. Wisconsin Ave, + 2:00 P.M. 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Worner Screening Room 
1000 Currie Ave. + 2:00 P.M 


NEW BAVEN 
Warner Theatre Projection Room 
70 College St. + 2:00 P.M, 


NEW ORLEANS 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
7200 S. Liberty St. + 8:00 P.M 
NEW YORK 
Home Office 
321 W. 44th St. + 2:30 PAL 
, me OKLAHOMA 
é 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
p 4 10 North Lee St. + 1:30 PLM 
. OMAHA 
: a oe 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 
: ; 1502 Dovenport St. + 1:00 P.M 


PHILADELPHIA 
Screen Play by ivan Goff and Ben Roberts Suggested by a Story by Virginia Kellogg * Music by Max Steiner 








Worner Screening Room 
230 No. 13th St. + 2:30 PML 
PITTSBURGH 


rriend one” 20th Century-Fox Screening Room 


Lad 1715 Blvd. of Allies + 1:30 PML 
the PORTLAND 


' 
he $ Jewel Box Screening Room 
5 1947 NW. Kearney St. + 2:00 PAL 
SALT LAKE 
20th Century-Fox Screening Room: 
216 East Ist South » 2:00 P.M, 
SAN FRANCISCO 


FRED CLARK 22 olen ote Bre + 130 Pa 


DIRECTED BY SEATTLE 
Jewel Box Screening Room 
RAOUL WALSH B=" 
ST. LOUIS 
PRODUCED BY S'renco Screening Room 


LOUIS F. EDELMAN: esr 








~ with 









Reminder: The Veterans’ One-Reeler, “How Much Do You Owe?” 
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l6ém Biz OK But Yanks Figure Why 
Add to Stockpile of Frozen Coin? 








Earnings by U. S. film companies¢————-—-——— 


on their 16m operations abroad are 
hitting between $3,500,000 and $5,- 
000,000 yearly, but expansion in 
the field, which started right after 
the war, has come to a halt. Com- 
panies figure there is no use burn- 
ing up their product or expending 
energy merely to add to their 
already sizable stockpiles of frozen 
coin abroad. 

If and when the currency situa- 
tion eases and the sale of films 
overseas again means receipt of 
dollars in the U. S., a great surge 
by the majors may be expected in 
the narrow-gauge field. Until then, | 
most companies intend merely to 





sit tight and hold their lines on 
the 16m biz they have already 
built up. 


Quantity of coin that is now com- 
in in with the minimum of effort 
and investment since the war’s 
finish proves what a lucrative end 
of the industry the servicing of 
16m prints can be. It is estimated 


that much of that 90% of the 
world’s population which — Eric 
Johnston states has never seen a 


motion picture are potential audi- 
ences for 16m. There can be no 
doubt that the American companies 
wil! go after them, too, when and 
if the simmering world calms down 
and the curbs are off. 

Aside from many undeveloped 
areas of the earth where it is un- 
feasible to build regular theatres 
for standard film, a big potential 
market for 16m is seen in the 
Soviet-orbit countries. If the Iron 
Curtain is ever lifted, the large 
segments of the population outside 
o” the major cities will: provide 
p.enty of opportunity for 16m ex- 
persion. 

“ngland, France and Italy are 
now the big sources of income in 
E-ropne from the pint-sized stock. 
All the majors except RKO are 
o»erating in England now and 
RKO may go in. David Coplan, 
former United Artists manager in 
London and now in the TV film 
production business there, has 
been in negotiation with RKO 
looking toward setting up « 16m 
d‘«‘ribution outfit for the company 
ir ‘ngland. 

rance is providing 3,000,000 to 

5° °9,000 frances weekly from its 
wel'-developed 16m operation by 
U. S. companies. Italy is bringing 
in about 5,000,000 lire weekly. 

Outside of Europe, best narrow- 
gauge biz is in Brazil, where earn- 
ings are said to be about $1,500,000 
yearly. Otherwise, there are a 
fiock of other countries which earn 
small amounts, such as Venezuela, 
Cuha, the Philippines and Siam. 

A highly-profitable sideline to 
the overseas 16m business is the 
serving of ships with films. Income 
from this source is estimated at 
b-tween $400,000 and $500.000 
y arly, of which George Barnett’s 
Movies En Route, Inc., takes 35%. 
Bornett’s firm has exclusive tieups 
with both distribs and shipping 
lines to handle the business for 
th-m. 

“he America and Ile de France 
pe S300 round trip per print, 
which permits them one showing 
ir each direction. Queen Mary and 

@'>en Elizabeth are serviced out 
© “London as a dollar conservation 
m>asure by the British. They pay 
£60 ($240) per round trip use. 
S~oller ships pay less, of course. 
T’-~ all get films prior to release 
in ee U.S. 

‘rline and railroad exhibition 
© "ix has never developed. Only 
P 2nes now showing films are those 
of the Avianca line between Baran- 
qvilla, Colombia, and New York. 
Tey have an exclusive tieup with 
RXO. Chesapeake & Ohio remains 
the only railroad using pix, except 
for the Pennsylvania’s Jeffersonina 
from New York to St. Louis, which 
has a children’s theatre. 


Plan ‘Walk Sun’ Reissue 
Chicago, Aus. 16. 

Milton Gordon, Walter Heller & 

Co. film advisor, states that nego- 

tiations are underway to reissue 

“A Walk in the Sun” for which 

his outfit, along with Ideal Factor- 


_ ing Co. of New York, put up al- 


most $1.000,000 of the $1,250,000 
cost for the 1944 production. 


About $400,000 was still due 


the two companies on their loan. 
Underwriters claimed the picture 
in foreclosure proceedings in New 
York supreme court last week. 


TEXAS VARIETY BACKS. 
CHARITY BOYS CLU 


Houston. 

Houston Variety Club will spon- 
sor a non-sectarian Variety Boy 
club as its major charity project. 

A $25 a plate dinner will be held 
here at the Shamrock hotel, Sept. 
11 and 12 to help finance the 
project. Plans call for about 10 
Hollywood starlets to come here to 
model special clothing creations. 
These will later be sold at auction. | 
| 

Honor Ezell in Dallas | 
Dallas. 

A life-size oil painting of Claude , 
C. Ezell, veteran Texas showman! 
who is responsible for organization 
of local Variety Club Tent, was un- 
veiled in the clubrooms here at a, 
banquet held to honor Ezell. 
Painting was given to the Variety 
Club by R. D. Bower, a life time 
friend of Ezell’s. Ezell was chief 
barker of local tent in 1948. 











4 20th-Odeon 
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—_- 
Skouras proposal. He gave Skouras 
no encouragement that a deal could 
be worked. 


ment involving a smaller than half 
interest is the problem that a num- 
ber of Odeon houses face in ob- 
taining product. Most of the 
American films in Canada go to 
Famous Players-Canadian chain, 
Paramount-owned web, which is 
Odeon’s chief competitor. While 
the Odeon gets all of Rank’s films, 
it could use a bigger slice of U. S. 
pix. 








| Rank Trims Costs 
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British film employees to the 
'10%-20% nick on salaries which 
the BFPA decreed. As for the top 
stars, while “they have not come 
out openly in favor of the slash, 
they are considering it behind-the- 
scenes very favorably.” 


film people know, he added, “that 
the industry has its back to the 
wall.” 

(From London, report comes that 
one of the reasons for the BFPA’s 
fast action is to put the industry 
in a favorable position to ask for 
wage cuts from union labor. New 
basic contracts come up for negoti- 
ation in the fall. Unions would 
naturally balk if top execs and 
clerical help did not also take cuts). 

Top stars, St. John said, were 
currently being paid between 15,- 
000-20,000 pounds ($6u,000-$80,000) 
per picture. Income taxes are so 
high that the slash means very 
little difference in actual coin to 
these stars. ‘“‘They know that high 
costs can kill the goose that laid 
the golden egg,” St. John said. 

On any pic that must depend on 
the old world market; St. John 
fixes the negative cost ceiling at 
200,000 pounds ($800,000), with 
175,000 pounds regarded as a safer 
figure. On a joint Anglo-American 
film venture where a U. S. outlet is 
guaranteed, the costs can jump to 
325,000 pounds ($1,300,000) with 
each partner chipping in 175,000 
pounds. Rank group is trying to 
hold the average to 175,000 pounds 
on pix intended primarily for the 
home market. 

Pointing up the importance of 
the American outlet is the fact that 
“Hiamlet” cost 550,000 pounds. 
“When that budget was fixed, it was 
regarded as madness,” St. John 
said, “but the film will turn in a 
profit regardless of its big cost.” 

Development in Hollywood of 
the past few years is finally taking 
shape in Britain. There is an in- 
creasing tendency of indie produ- 
cers and directors to take their cut 
in the form of deferments, British 
film exec noted. Movement is now 
spreading to stars who are cur- 
rently considering the’ type of 
compensation. 

St. John brought over with him 
prints of “The Gay Lady” and 
“Adem and Evalyn” for sneak pre- 
views here. He will also edit a 
number of Rank pix currently un- 
released in the U.S. 


|offer. It 


British | 


SIDNEY TO DIRECT ij 


‘ANNIE’ FOR METRO. 


Holiywood, Aug. 16. | 
George Sidney will take over di- | 
rection of “Annie Get Your Gun,” | 
succeeding Chuck Walters who had | 
charge of that Metro musical be-| 
fore Judy Garland was taken ill. | 
Walters will direct “Summer 
Stock” when Miss Garland returns 
to work in October. on 
The revamped “Annie,” with 
Betty Hutton in the name role, will 
be Sidney’s third director job this 


year. Others are “Key to the City” | 


and “The Crossroads.” 


Hughes-RKO 
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ago, Hughes was required to give 
Odlum 10 days to meet any bid 
for the theatres. That period has 
long since passed and Odlum has 
made no effort to meet the price 
offered by the Meyer syndicate. 
Odlum has indicated a belief, 
however, that the Meyer bid is no¥ 


bona fide, but the product of a| 


deal between Hughes and the 
group. He sent a series of queries 
to Hughes—indicating that there 
might be a court battle if the 
answers were not satisfactory—and 
it is believed that is what is hold- 
ing up Hughes’ reply on the Meyer 
is understood that 
doesn’t want to accept the bid un- 


til his legal eagles assure him that | 
ihe is on clear ground. 
One factor favoring an agree- | 
| operating head of the RKO circuit, | 
|is continuing his efforts to raise 


Meantime, Malcoln Kingsberg, 


coin to beat the Meyer bid. He has 
indicated he’ll continue trying un- 
| til acceptance by Hughes of Mey- 
| er’s offer assures him he no longer 
| has a chance of gaining control 
through his own syndicate. He is 
| understood still to be around $2,- 
| 000,000 short of the money re- 
| quired. 
Odlum Standing Pat 


Odlum has made it clear that 
he has no intention of megting the 
$5,575,000 price. It is generally be- 


lieved that he never had any in- | 


|terest in owning the houses, in any 
|case, but took the option for what 
| he could make on it when he sold 
control of the RKO parent com- 
pany to Hughes a little over a year 
|ago. He is understood to have been 
offered $250,000 for the option, but 
_refused it, demanding $500,000. 

Kingsberg and Odlum report- 
edly had an agreement between 
them by which the former was to 
take the option if he could get the 
coin together to exercise it. Odlum 


was to have no financial interest 
in the Kingsberg syndicate beyond, | 


perhaps, stock equal to a predeter- 
mined value set upon the option. 

Odlum’s option now is useless. 
It may, however, provide the basis 
of a court fight on the basis of the 
Odlum attack on the Meyer bid as 
not bona fide. That’s avidly de- 
nied by the Meyer outfit, of course, 
and whether Odlum would take it 
to court remains to be seen. There’s 
a big gap between making a charge 
and proving it before judge and 
jury. 

Nov. 8 Is the Deadline 

_ While the industry has its eyes 
on Hughes, waiting for his deci- 
sion on the fate of the highly valu- 
able circuit of about 100 theatres, 


the RKO owner is under no com- | 


pulsion to take any action before 
Nov. 8. 
have the houses divorced from the 
production - distribution company 
under terms of the consent decree 
he entered into with the Dept. of 
Justice. 

However, he undoubtedly would 
not want to let himself get into 
the position of a forced sale as re- 
sult of no standing bids when Nov. 
8 rolls around. 


Banks Help U 


on Continued 




















3! 


NEO: 





from pase 


set to insure the banks of U’s liquid 
shape. Under the original loan’s 
terms, if U’s convertible assets fell 
below that total, the banks could 
demand additional collateral. 


Under the modification, original | 


$22,500,000 figure may be rein- 
stated Oct. 1. However, understood 
banks will not make that demand 
if the company’s present operations 
hold up. It is expected that U will 
come close to breaking even for 
the fiscal year, ended Nov. 1, after 
a slow start in which the comnany 
showed a loss of $465,242 for the 
first six months, 





'_“Home of Brave” 


he | 


On that date he has to’ 














Picture Grosses 











TORONTO 


(Continued from page 10) 
wk). Lusty $9,000 after last week’s 


smash $13,000. 
ag (Fank) (2,390; 35-$1.20) 
(UA) (4th wk). 


Still big at $10,000 after last week's 
$12,000. 


Shea’s (FP) (2,386; 40-70)— 
“You're My Everything” (20th). 
Big $10,500. Last week, “Great 


Gatsby” (Rar) (2d wk), $7,000. 

University (FP) (1,556; 40-60)— 
“Casablanca” (WB) (reissue). Fine 
$6.500. Last week, “Fountainhead” 
(WB) (2d wk), okay $5,000. 

Uptown (Loew) (2,743; 40-70)— 
“Edward, My Son” (M-G). Good 
$9,500. Last week, “Johnny Stool 
| Pigeon” (U), $6,000. 


-Preem of Sect Vande 
Cues Upbeat in Cincy, 
Big $30,000 With ‘Live’ 





Cincinnati, Aug. 16. 

Addition of an 8-act vaude lay- 
out at the RKO flagship Albee and 
four new bills, three of them hotsy, 
have downtown biz on the rebound 
\this stanza. Vaude is paired with 
“Let’s Live a Little” for sock total. 
'“B] Paso” shapes as top straight- 
filmer. 

Estimates for This Week 


| Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-94)— 
/and Bubbles, Senator Murphy top- 
| ping 8-act vaude lineup. Injection 


| socko $30,000. Last week, “Great 
Gatsby” (Par) and “One Last 
| Fling” (WB), at 55-75c scale, satis- 
| factory $15,000. 
| Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 55-75)— 
“Great Sinner” (M-G). Swell $13,- 
'000. Last week, “Good Old Sum- 
mertime” (M-G) (2d wk), $10,000. 
| Grand (RKO) (1,400; 55-75)— 
|“El Paso” (Par). Very good $11,- 
(000. Last week, “Dumbo” (RKO) 
and “Saludos Amigos” (RKO) (re- 
issues) plus “Sea Island” (RKO), 
| okay $6,000. 

Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 55-75) 
—‘“Illegal Entry” (U) and “Woman 
Hater” (U). Moderate $7,500. Last 


week, ‘‘Manhandled” (Par), $6,000. 


Palace (RKO) (2,600; 55-75)— 
“Anna Lucasta” (Col) and “Kazan” 
(Col). Plumpish $15,000 or less. 
Last week, ‘‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) 
and “Own True Love” (Par), $10,- 
000. 











EL Hungry 
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had shoved into the black for sev- 
/eral months. 

| Along with Walter Wanger’s 
|“Tulsa,” EL’s two current main- 
stays are “The Red Shoes” 
| “Quartet,” both J. Arthur Rank 
productions. In 54 _ bookings, 
“Quartet” has grossed $210,000. 
Of this figure, $100,000 has come 
from the Sutton, N. Y., in a sen- 
sational 20-week run. 

“Shoes” has passed the $1,250- 
,000 marker in advanced-admission 
‘roadshows. EL is booking the 
film at the same top scales in a 
, number of repeats. Indicating the 
‘strong pull 
_treatise.on ballet, in the first two 
repeat engagements, Cinema, De- 
|troit, and Strand, Iowa City, film 
has bettered its first playoffs. 

Playing up EL’s heavy dépend- 
ence on British films is the fact 


that 12 Rank pix are currently in | 


release, Four other big Rank 
films are earmarked for fall re- 
lease. They are “Passport to Pim- 
lico,” “Obsession,” “History of Mr. 
Polly” and “Cardboard Cavalier.” 
_EL lot shuttered after comple- 
tion of three pix. Two of these 
are Bryan Foy productions, “Port 
of New York” and “Trapped.” 
Other is a compilation of Mack 
Sennett shorts with new bridging, 
labelled “Down Memory Lane.” 
Light output of Hollywood product, 
however, is not considered enough 
to keep the company operating at 
a profit level. 





EL Shutters Again 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. 


With the conclusion of retakes | 


on the Bryan Foy _ production, 
Trapped,” Eagle-Lion closed its 
gates and went into hibernation 


to await new financing by Robert 
R. Young. 

Except for department heads and 
maintenance crew, about 25 in all, 


the studio will be closed indefi- 
‘nitely, 


“Let’s Live Little’ (EL) plus Buck | 


of variety fare pushing this to) 


and | 


of the Technicolor | 


ee 


Peggy Lee-Stager Tilt 
‘Roughshod’ Rugged 306, 
Cleve.; ‘Feeling’ Oke 166 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 
Boxoffice bell at Palace is being 
| Fung by Peggy Lee with Dave Bar. 
| bour quintet and Louis Jordan 
| band, shoving “Roughshod” vaude 
| combo to week’s liveliest take. “In 
|Good Old Summertime” is nice at 
| State. “It’s a Great Feeling” 
| looks stronger than average figure 





at Hipp. “Lost Boundaries” con- 
,tinues socko in fourth Esquire 
week. 


Estimates for This Week 


Allen (Warners) (3,000; 55-70). 
“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U). Okay 
$12,000. Last week, “Massacre 
River” (Mono), $10,000. 

Esquire (Community) (704; 55-70) 
—‘Lost Boundaries” (FC) (4th wk), 
Swell $11,000 following $12,000 
last week. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
|“It’s Great Feeling’ (WB). Satis- 
factory $16,000. Last week, “Silver 





Lining” (WB) (2d wk), tuneful 
$14,000. 

Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)~ 
“Cobra Woman” 4FC) and “White 
Savage” (FC) (reissues). Unex- 
| pectedly neat $7,000. Last week, 
“Lonesome Pine” (Par) and 
' Geronimo” (Par) (reissues), solid 
$8,000. 

Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-85)— 
“Roughshod” (RKO) with Peggy 


| Lee, Dave Barbour, Louis Jordan 
Smart $30,000. Last 
(RKO) 


|/orch onstage. 
week, “Green Promise” 
plus Dick Contino unit onstage 
| great $35,000, matching record of 
| Dennis Day’s p.a. here. 

State (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 
'“Good Old Summertime” (M-G), 
| Nice at $19,000. Last week, “Any 
| Number Play” (M-G), $18,000. 





‘Lining’ Lively $20,000, 


Buff ; ‘Summertime’ 14G 


Buffalo, Aug. 16. 
Pacing field here this week is 
i“Silver Lining,” with great session 
‘at Paramount. ‘Anna _ Lucasta” 
lalso looks fairly nice at Lafayette. 


\“Good Old Summertime” is okay 
at the Buffalo. 


| Estimates for This Week 


Buffalo (Loews) (3,500; 40-70) — 
“Good Old Summertime” (M-G). 
Good $14,000. Last week, “Any 
‘Number Play” (M-G), big $16,500. 


' Paramount (Par) (3,400; 40-70)— 
“Silver Lining” (WB). Great $20,- 
000. Last week, “Great Gatsby’ 
(Par), oke $13,000. 

| Lafayette (Basil) (3,000; 40-70)— 
i“*Anna Lucasta” (Col) and “Kazan 


(Col). Nice $15,000. Last week, 
'“Johnny Stool Pigeon” (U) and 
“Law Barbary Coast” (Col), 
$13,000. 


Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 40- 
| 70)—‘Red_ Stallion Rockies” (EL) 
and “Big Cat” (EL). Passable $10,- 
'000. Last week, “Too Late for 
| Tears” (UA), same. 


PITTSBURGH 


(Continued from page 11) 


to do $5,000 in 6 days, modest. Last 

week, “Calamity Jane” (U), $6,500. 
| Harris (Harris) (2,200; 45-80)— 
“Anna Lucasta” (Col). Getting by 
‘chiefly on strength of play’s rep 
since Paulette Goddard hasn't been 
b.o. around here for some time. 
‘Heading for $13,000, which may be 
enough to get it a m.o. to Senator, 
Last week, “Johnny Stool Pigeon 
(U), okay $11,500. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 45-80) 
—“Good Old Summertime” (M-G) 
(2d wk). Getting along very nicely 
at around $13,500. Last week, sock 





$21,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 45-80)— 
“Lost Boundaries” (FC). Town had 


plenty of chance to get steamed up 
over this one via strong campalgn. 
Terrific notices helping, too, af 
shou'd be one of best weeks house 
has had in long time. Should hit 
big $22,000, and holds, of course 
'Last week, “Silver Lining” (WB) 
| (2d wk), okay $12,000. sail 
| Warner (WB) (2,000; 45-80)— Sil- 
ver Lining” (WB) (m.o.). Satisfacy 
| tory $7,000. Last week, ‘Nick Beal 
(Par) and “Red Stallion Rockies 
(EL), slim $4,500. 

ARTHUR KNIGHT'S SHIFT 

Arthur Knight, exee with RKO 
sales forces, has resigned to take 
over chairmanship of the Dramat¢ 
Workshop’s film and television 
dept. 1 

Dramatic Workshop recently 
severed connections with the New 
School of Social Research. ‘ ourses 
\ start in the fall. 





| 











PR 











Wednesday, August 17, 1949 






































ION 


soon" paar 
OH OME 





~ 














DE eCXAZDOH DL FD=CX DETROIT MICH 2 596P= 


GRADWELL SEARS= 


UNITED ARTISTS CORP 729 SEVENTH AVE NYK= 


{NIGHT IN CASABLANCA) FOR 
DETROIT THEY SHOWED 1T WAS 


TORMING THE BOX OFFICE 
INFORM YOU “LOVE HAPPY” HAS 


THE PUBLIC HAS WAITED THREE YEARS 
A NEW MARX BROTHERS PICTURE» IN 
SOMETHING WORTH WAITING FOR BY 8 
DESPITE TERRIFIC HEAT. HAPPY TO 


BEEN HELD OVER FOR A SECOND WEEK= . 
TED DETROIT THEATRES CORP 


EARL J HUDSON PRESIDENT UNI 





Get Variety 
and read all 
about it! 


Get this from 
National Board 
of Review 
quote! 








26 PICTURES 


VARIETY 


{ 


4 


Wednesday, August 17, 1949 é 


\ 








Clips from 


Film Row 


DPE HS 4% PEELE GE $4446 6964646444444 444646 


NEW YORK 


Reshuffling of Paramount’s 
fiackery, under way since the ad- 
vent of Max E. Youngstein, na- 
tional ad-pub director, several 
months back has been completed 
with the formal naming of Jerry 
>ickman as asst. ad-pub. lief. 
ecm who served in a similar 
ost under Youngstein when the 
the were at Eagle Lion, will also 
continue functioning as head of the 
exhib relations dept. 

According to Youngstein, there 
have been seven additions to his 
dept. since his entry but very few 
repacements. Head of depts. are 
mow set with Sid Blumenstock as 
advertising manager; Mort 
Nathanson as publicity chief and 
Bid Mesibov, exploitation topper. 

John Tassos named Paramount’s 
gwpecial publicity rep in Washing- 
ton, Baltimore and Norfolk areas. 
He previously served as assistant to 
20th-Fox’s manager in Bogota, 
Columbia. 

Phil Isaacs named by Paramount 
as ass’t to Hugh Owen, eastern and 
southern division manager. He re- 

laces Lou Wechsler, transferred 
fo N. Y. exchange as salesman. 
ew aide to Owen joined Par in ’46 


as an apprentice booker and last} 


served as aN. Y. salesman. 
Twentieth - Fex sales 

Andy W. Smith, Jr., has designated 

Nov. 20-26 as the company’s ‘An- 


niversary Week,’ which is to be 
a feature of this year’s 18-week 
personal branch managers’ testi- 


monial sales drive. Smith said the 
third week in November is to be 
marked annually as the company’s 
anniversary. Original Fox Films 
was formed 35 years ago and that 
company merged with 
tury Pictures in 1934. 


CHICAGO 
Mike Godshaw, vet 
man, joins Film Classics. 
Booking of “Jolson Sings Again” 
at Woods moved back to the 24th 
instead of the 19th to prepare more 
exploitation material. 


Harry Myers, WB vaud book- police protection and traffic haz-| exec spot with the Fred Weis chain| be replaced by Jim Clement, for- 
er, here i looking over talent. ards as result of ozoner were|in Macon and Savannah, Ga. |merly house manager at Burling- | 
Sherrill Corwin, L.A. Orpheum,’ stressed. ' KR. N. Wilkinson took over as’ ton’s Paramount. | 


veepee | 


20th Cen- | 


UA sales-| South Philadelphia, first ever pro- 


1 also in looking for acts for return 
of vaude to his theatre after three- | 


year lapse. 

Theatre Equipment & Supply 
Manufacturers convention here 
Sept. 26-28 has past exhibitor regis- 
tration of past years with over 90 
booths signed for. Si Fabian will 
talk on “Television and The The- 
atre.” 

William Hollander, B&K _ ad 
chief, and Harris Siilverberg, Chi 
manager of National Screen, 
named co-chairmen of the Thea- 
tres & Entertainment Group of the 
1949 Community Fund Campaign. 

Si Griever has taken over book- 
ing the Hilltopper drive-in, Joilet, 
for Rube Levine. 

Paramount Chi exchange has 
requested 45 prints of “Top of 
the Morning,” 15 more than ‘“Sor- 
rowful Jones.” 

RKO has set “Mighty Joe 
Young” into 20 class “A” houses 
after Grand Loop run. 

Moonlite Outdoor theatre, Ham- 
mond, Ind., retained Seymour 
Simon to gain first-run clearance 
and day-date showings with houses 
in Gary and Hammond. 

Palace, Cicero, Ill., Lubliner and 
Booth house, reinstates week-end 
vaude this fall. 


EASTON, PA. 


Picture business is not as good 
as it was a year ago, owners and 
managers of theatres im the Lehigh 
Valley agree. It is not so bad but 
nothing like the lush postwar years. 
Several reasons for drop in patron- 
age they say, but insist television 
is not the main one. Long heat 
wave has hurt. 

Another reason, is lack of good 





product. 


PHILADELPHIA 


Construction of a drive-in in 


posed within city limits here, ran 
into industry opposition. 
Philadelphia Theatre Assn. voiced 
objections to Frederic D. Garman, 
president of City Council. Upped 


Head of | 


ST. LOUIS 


Russell Baker sdéld his El Capi- 
| tan, 600 car drive-in near Metro- 
| polis, Ill., to Malco Theatres, Mem- 
| phis, Tenn., headed by M. A. Light- 
|man. Sales marks entry of Malco 
organization into St. Louis trade 
area. 

Harry 
and William A. Collins, owners of 
picture theatres in southeastern 
Missouri, formed syndicate to erect 
a $100,000 drive-in between Fes- 
tus and Crystal City, Mo. 

The Gen, Odin, IIl., operated by 
J. D. Hawley shuttered because of 
intense hot weather. 

John Walsh, for last 18 months 
manager of St. Louis exchange of 
Albert Dezel Productions, Inc., and 
Nick O’Brien, booker for the ex- 
change, purchased the exchange 
from Albert Dezel, Detroit. New 
firm will be known as the Flo-Mar, 


Inc., will distribute Astor Pictures, | 


Favorite Films, Madison Pictures, 
Masterpiece Pictures and Supreme 
Pictures. 


Bill and Irvin Dubinsky, St. | 


Joseph, Mo., are expanding their 
theatre holdings in St. Louis area. 
Recently obtained possession of 
Altwood drive-in, near Alton, IIL, 
and two other drive-ins and a regu- 
lar house in same area. Also pur- 
chased stock in Riverlane Amus. 


view Amus. Co.’s drive-in, Lincoln, 
Neb., and a theatre in Madison, 
sa, 
| G. Andrews, owner of drive-in 
near Orlando, Fla., in St. Louis 
hospital for treatment for infected 
foot. 

Permanent quarters of the Mid- 
Central Allied Independent The- 
atre Owners, affiliated with Na- 
tional Allied, opened on Film Row 


here with David S. Nelson as gen- | 


eral manager. 


| MEMPHIS 


| Pete Dawson, manager of Uni- 
; versal exchange here, resigned to 
| take a fling in the Louisville, thea- 
itre biz. Robert (Bobby) Wilkin- 
son, U sales dispenser in this ter- 
ritory, upped to Dawson’s post. 
Dawson, leased the Rodeo in Louis- 
ville for western pix. 

Bill Kemp, who_ skippered 
Loew’s State here for nearly five 
years, resigned to move into an 





E. Miller, Tilden Dixon | 


Universal’s branch manager in 
|Memphis Aug. 1, replacing R. P. 
'Dawson who resigned to enter his 
‘own business. Wilkinson started 
'with Universal in 1941 as assistant 
'booker in Memphis and later was 
made a salesman there, which posi- 
tion he held until upped to present 
post. 





DES MOINES 
Jimmy Redmoad’s appointment 
as ad director for Tri-States Thea- 
tre Corp. drawing big interest 


since many r¢call when he had one | 


of first big shot bands in the Mid- 
west. Following an accident, he had 
to give up bad work and became 
doorman at FEwnham, Fairbury, 
Nebr. Later he wsrked way up to 
Falls City, Nebr. city w-anager for 
Tri-States. Russ Fraser, who had 
been doing double duty for several 


months, becomes director of public | 


relations. 
Harvey Kelly, former assistant 
manager at Paramount, 


| Nebr. succeeding Redmond. 

Myron Blank outlined compre- 
hensive, yet simple New Season 
Promotion for all Centra! 
Theatre units, purpose being to 
bally the value of screen entertain- 
ment generally and new product 
specifically. Plan includes lunch- 


|eons and dinners and previews of | 
Co.’s drive-in, Rockford, IIl., Star- | 


and cooperative tieups with news- 
papers, schools, mayors, Chambers 
of Commerce, churches and wom- | 
en’s clubs. | 
| 


Planning committee for Motion 
Picture Day observance by Cham- 
ber of Commerce arranging pro- 
gram for Sept. 21. 

| Fox Midwest set Aug. 31-Sept. 1 
| as date for annual meeting of man- 
| agers and officials. 

City fathers of Kansas City are 
considering proposal to produce a 
| half-hour film as a promotional and 
educational measure for the city. 
| Film running 20 to 30 minutes, | 
| would cost $10,000 to $15,000. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 


A. A. Shepherd, Jr., manager of | 
the Alamance, at Burlington, trans- 
ferred to Forsyth in Winston-Salem 
on temporary basis. Shepherd will 
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Here’s a proved complexion care! In recent 
Lux Toilet Soap tests by skin specialists, 


three out of four complexions 


improved in a short time. 


“Lux Soap facials really make skin lovelier,” 
says Corinne Calvet. ‘Work the fragrant 
lather well in. As you rinse and pat to 
dry, skin takes on fresh new beauty!” 


generous new bath size 
a 


9 out of 10 Screen Stars use it Lear Gide are Loveler/ "Showing Locally 


ys opposite Burt Lancaster in “Rope of Sand” 





CORINNE 
CAWET 


< 
Co-starring in | 


“ROPE OF SAND” 


| 


| 
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Hal Wallis, Paramount Picture 
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Omaha, | 
named city manager for Falls City, | 


States | 


new season pictures, with tie-ups | hearing was held 


| KANSAS CITY | house for several 


| theatre 


‘ly on Paramount sales 


TOLEDO 


Jack O’Connell, operator 
Loop in Toledo and ieontees ah 
several northwestern Ohio cities 
has filed suit for $5,000 damages 
against American Bonding (Co 
Baltimore, for loss of the use of a 
Port Clinton, O., theatre from Dec- 
9, 1947, to June 18, 1948, a period 
when his lease was the subject of 
court litigation. O’Connell in Octo- 
ber, 1947, leased the Madrid, Port 
Clinton, assuming naif of the cost 
of remodeling the building. ry 
former lessee on Dec. 4 of that year 
| took possession and the Ottawa 
County Common Pleas Court en. 
joined Mr. O’Connell from inter. 
fering. The defendant, Popular 
Theatres & Amusements, Inc., was 
required to put up through the 
bonding company $5,000 indemnity 
pending O’Connell’s appeal. On 
June 18, 1948, the Court of Ap- 
peals reversed the lower court and 
| held that Populaer Theatres and 
| Amusements, Inc., was not entitled 
to possession. 

Firemen at Marysville, O., while 
| standing in front of the fire station 
near the Avalon;-discovered that 
the roof of the theatre building 
| was afire. Total of more than 506 
patrons left the theatre in orderly 
fashion. Blaze was _ believed 
| caused either by lightning or a 
| short in sign wiring. 
National Labor Relations Board 
in Toledo last 
week to determine the bargaining 
agent for two empuvyees of the 
Princess. Involved s-zs Local 228, 
Motion Pictwre Operators, AFL, 
which has had a contract with the 
years, and a 
new independent union, the Toledo 
Projectionists’ Assn. Decision is 
expected shortly from Washington. 


MEMPHIS 


Arthur Groom, former Memphis 
house manager, returns 
here to take over the Loew’s State 
this week, being transferred from 
Loew’s Victory, Evansville, Ind. 

Elliott Johnson, former ad direc- 
tor and publicist for Malco circuit, 
upped to managing director of the 
Malco here, with Jack Tunstill 
staying as house manager. 

Ollie Brownlee, who has _ skip- 
pered the Strand here for last two 
years made manager of Joie, Fort 





| Smith, Ark. Switch is in line with 
|'the recent dissolvement of Malco 


theatre chain and Par. Change be- 
comes effective Oct. 1, with Brown- 
lee working under Par banner. 
Johnny Graber, former art layout 
director at Malco, becames house 
manager of Strand. 

Southern Par headquarters will 
soon be set up at Strand here un- 
der director of Jack Katz, circuit 
booker, and W. A. Thompson, dis- 
trict chief of Charlottsville, Va. 
Both Par execs will come here at 
end of month to formulate plans. 
Change will bring houses in Fort 
Smith, Ark., Jackson, Tenn., Hot 
Springs, Ark., Ownesboro, Ky., 


| Fulton, -Ky., and Memphis Strand 


under the Par tent. 


PITTSBURGH 


George Moore, salesmen for 27 
years with 20th-Fox and the old 
Fox Co., and Jim Thorpe, who was 
with the company for 21 years have 
left. John Dinan, from Philadelphia 
exchange, is replacing Moore in 
Erie territory but no successor to 
zene as city salesman named so 
ar. 

Joe Vandergrift has gone to work 
for Exhibitors Service Co. as night 
film man. He was booker at 20th- 
Fox for 25 years, post filled by 
John Wilhelm, from Buffalo office. 

Shirley Brown, former local ac- 
tress and ad agency account ex- 
ecutive, and her husband, Alex 
Levin, now operate a second thea- 
tre, the Fayette, formerly the Para- 
mount, in Connellsville besides the 
Soisson. Both houses are owned by 
her father, Ben Brown. 

John A. Reilly returned as man- 
ager of Lou Kaufman’s Metropoli- 
tan in Bloomfield district. 


PORTLAND, ORE. 


Joe Warrén, of Metro exchange, 
just released from Portland 
Vets Hospital, guest of honor at 
Film Men’s Golf Tourney. 

Marty Foster, manager of J. J. 
Parker’s Cinema Guild, in Canada 
for rest. 

Dick Fink back on job at Or- 
pheum. 

Annual two-day golf tournament 
of local film biz held last week at 
Oswego Golf and Country Club. 


BOSTON 

Following extensive alterations 
the E. M. Loew Publix here re- 
opens Aug. 17. Joe Ehrlich named 
managing director. 

Beacon Pictures Corp. bought by 
Maurice M. Green from Harry 
“Zippy” Goldman. Green, former 

staff and 
recently district manager of Film 
Classics here, will handle indies, 
reissues and foreign products. 
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8 Pool a Mathematical Device 


The “B pool,” which has suddenly sprung to prominence in 
U. §.-British film relationships, is a source of much misconception 


in the industry, even among top 
operation. The pool comprises 


America. 
ever goes into it. 


execs closely concerned with its 
earnings of British pictures in 


But it is not a physical entity and no money actually 
It is merely a mathematical computation. 


Under the Anglo-U. S. agreement, the sum calculated as earned 


by British pix here ‘is labeled the 
Latter comprises the $17,000,000 of American earnings 


“A pool.” 


“B pool.” It is added to the 


in Britain that the U. S. distribs are allowed to take out in dollars 


annually. Thus, if the “B 


is then divvied among the Ame 


pool 
added to the $17,000,000 and the Yank companies 
of their earnings in Britain a total of $19.000.000. 


$2,000,000, that’s 
may remit out 
This $19,000,000 


amounts to 


rican distribs in ratio to the amount 
of biz each of them did in England during the year. 





US. Distribs, in Hassle Over ‘B’ Pool, 
Also Fighting Stall by British Gov't 


The “B pool” is not only the 
source currently of a bitter hassle 
between American distribs, but 
likewise of a battle between the 
U. S. industry and the British gov- 
ernment, it has been learned. As a 
result of a dispute as to what con- 
stitutes the earnings of British pix 
in America—which makes up the 
pool—the Labor government has 
refused to compute exactly how 
much coin is in the kitty. 

First year of operation by the 
American industry under’ the 
Anglo-U. S. agreement ended June 
14—two months ago. Other statis- 
tics in regard to the pact were com- 
puted shortly after that time, but 
the amount of money the Ameri- 
cans were to share out of the “B 
pool” can’t 
agreement is reached. 


The pool has been a cause of dis- | 


among the American com- 
panies recently as a result of 
charges that most of them were 
using loopholes to prevent British 
pic income from going into the pot, 
and were grabbing the coin for 
themselves individually. Universal, 
the only company continuing to 
pour any quantity of money into the 
pool, made a new deal with J. Ar- 
thur Rank recently enabling it to 
stop such payments in the future. 
This is expected to touch off a 
blowup on the whole pool setup at 
the next meeting, of the board of 


pute 


the Motion Picture Export Assn., 
through which the British agree- 


ment operates. 
‘British Earnings in U. S.’ 

Dispute with the United King- 
dom government is over exactly 
what should be construed as ‘‘Brit- 
ish earnings in the U. S.” Basically, 
the Anglo-American pact has by 
practice and agreement been inter- 
preted to state that into the pool 
should go earnings only of British- 
made pix “owned by British inter- 
ests.” In other words, British-made 
pix owned by American interests— 
as in the case of deals by Selznick, 
Goldwyn and 20th-Fox with Sir 
Alexander Korda—are not in- 
cluded. That’s the cause of the 
battle within the Yank industry. 

Beyond that, however, disagree- 
ment starts with the U. K. The 
British government maintains that 
the only money computable as be- 
longing to the pool should be those 
dollars actually remitted from the 
U. S. Americans maintain that the 
figure should be actual earnings 
here, without taking out the cost of 
operations of the J. Arthur Rank, 
Sir Alexander Korda and other 
British organizations in the U. S. 
and their expenditures on institu- 
tional advertising, equipment, etc. 
Such charges, it is claimed, are 
not the business of the U. S. indus- 
try and it should not be penalized 
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be figured until an 


|competition with 


if Rank, for instance, chooses to 
spend his entire U. S. income on 
maintenance of a staff here or in 
any other way he desires. 

Aside from the matter of prin- 
ciple, the Americans as a practical 
matter see little difference in what 
becomes of the “B pool.” Its only 
importance would be if a large sum 
of money remained frozen in Eng- 
land at the expiration of the Anglo- 
U. S. agreement. 


U.S. Pix Men Now 
Find Britishers 


More Realistic’ 


Yank film men who have re- 
turned from visits to England dur- 
ing the past few weeks declare that 
the British government and 
producers are taking a much more 
realistic view now of the relation- 





both 


ship between the American and 
British industries. There is a 
strong realization, it’s said, that 


the English producers, with the aid 
of their government, placed them- 
selves in a position of wholesale 
Hollywood long 
before they were ready and that 
this has got them into trouble. 

It is too early to say, the U. S. 
execs declare, whether this recog- 
nition of the facts will be helpful to 
the American industry in its future 
relationships with the British, Feel- 
ing is. though, that Harold Wilson, 
president of the Board of Trade, 
and other United Kingdom of- 
fiicials, will certainly be in a less 
cocky mood when, in a few months, 
they face American negotiators for 
reappraisal of the Anglo-U. S. pact 
than they 
ment was drawn up in March, 1948. 

If the British will shuck off their 


bulldog attitude and determination | 
policy | 


to go through with a 
whether right or wrong, realization 
of the facts in top governmental 
and production quarters give 
promise of a sizable reduction in 
the 40°> quota coming out of the 
negotiations, it is said. Above all, 
the high quota is said to be recog- 
nized as an obvious error that 
makes the British look a little silly 
when they have to grant an exemp- 
tion to almost every theatre to keep 
it alight. 

As for the $17,000,000 
ceiling on remittances by 
companies from the U. K., there’s 
uncertainty whether that can be 
raised. Britain’s general economic 
condition is undoubtedly bad and 
it will play on that to a fare-thee- 
well in resisting an increase, it is 
said. However, final results may 
depend on how tough the Ameri- 
cans are in their dealings — and 
that may hinge on some conces- 
sions which a few companies are 
winning individually from the 
British. 

Noticeable among U. S. industry 
execs, however, is a hardening in 
attitude toward Britain. A couple 
years ago the re was a sympathetic 
feeling and a “you-can't-get-blood- 
out-of-a-stone” viewpoint toward 
the British. Now, a combination of 
factors has changed that consider- 
ably. First is the continued eco- 
nomic despite the huge 
amounts of Marshall Plan money 
and other help given by the u. 2 
There's a feeling that the British 
are doing a little crying of “Wolf” 
and that a few million dollars more 
to the American industry isn’t go- 
ing to work any hardship in the 
chronic economic crisis. 


yearly 
U. S. 


crisis 


were when the agree- | 





Briefs From the Lots 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Albert Keiiey pought “On Dark- 
| waters,” Harris Dickson story in 











————— 


Britishers Find Avid H’wood Desire @ 
~ For Yank Coin Into Anglo-U. S. Prod. 





| Colliers, for production as semi- 
documentary in the Louisiana 

° | 
bayou district “Locked In” new} 


Small Finds ‘Valentino’ 


Holly wood, Aug. 16. 


ag “OPMhs Ric op” -« Tarners i . 
tag on “The Big Cage” at Warners Edward Small’s long-sought un- 

Dorothy Hart second femme known for the name role in “Val 
lead in “Frame-Up” at UI Metro! entino As I Knew Him” is Tony 
picked “The Crossroad” as third) Dexter, 29, a little theatre actor 
title for “Case of Martha Buhlen,” | who looks remarkably like the late 
formerly lhe Red Danube”... | Rudolph. This will be his first 
Vetro sent the “Key to the ¢ ity film His real name is Walter 
troupe out on location at Clover Craig 
F ld while Loretta Young is in Picture will start Aug. 22 on the 
the hospital Benedict Bogeaus' ,_,, 
; ; P ta 99 Goldwyn lot with a budget an 
shifted his “Johnny One-Eye’’ com- , wan an > 1 $1.000.000.” 

. 10 ; é aro Di, 

pany to Motion Picture Center, MOUNCEE as aroun , 
from General Service, where he rs ee ss 


maintains his offices Sol Lesser’s 
“Headhunters of the Amazon” umt 
sent a shipment of film out of 
Ecuador two days before the earth- | 
quake 
Charles Barton will direct “Dou-| 
ble Crossbones,” formerly “Half a| 
Buccaneer,” co-starring Donald | 
O’Connor and Helena Carter at} 
U Karl Tunberg will script next 
Clifton Webb starrer at 20th, “Mr. 
Belvedere Goes West,” based on a 
short story by Ben Hecht, “Con- 
cerning a Woman of Sin” 
Wanda Tuchock’s writer option 
picked up by 20th for two years 
Warners bought John Twist’s ““The 
| Fires of Orinoco,” and turned it 
}over to Anthony Veiller for pro- 
duction. 


U-Rank Formula 
For Converting 
§ Into Hard § 


latest 
production deal with the J 
Rank’s 
such sweeping nature that it 
permit U to retrieve in hard dol- 
Next galloper for Roy Rogers) lars earned by the 
;and Dale Evans at Republic is company’s pix in the United King- 
“Sunset in the Sierras,’ starting i 
Sept. 15, Edward J. White produc- dom despite the 
ing Lois Chartrand signed term, tions on remittances 
nepinee 7 r Yar: had Bet ta A 
player deal at Paramount Twi the Anglo-American 


distribution- 
Arthur 
Britain is of 


Universal's 


interests in 
may 


every shilling 


current restric- 
imposed by 


film agree- 


light,” filmed by Hakim Bros. for 

UA, will be released as “Without | ment. 

Honor”.. Clips of oldtime come- If so, U with its highly favored 
dies, featuring Charles Chaplin,' position as Rank’s closest ally 
Ritz Bros. and Laurel & Hardy, would be the only major to reach 
spliced together by Hoffberg Films that goal. Agreement pushed 
under the title, “Funtasia War-' through by Joseph H. Seidelman, 
| ners rounding vat newsreel Shots U’s foreign chief while on visit to 
from various racetracks for inser- England, applies in broad fashion 
tion into forthcoming Story of “a ae a 
Seabiscuit” Aaron Stell directed | 9 not only currently blocked ster- 
and edited “The Soundman,” one ling but also that amassed in the 


of the educational shorts sponsored | future. 


by the Motion Picture Industry One restricting factor—and still 
Film Project, this time at Colum- g question mark—is what Rank’s 
bia. pix which U will handle can earn 

Gloria de Hav n femme lead in the U. S. If later imports, such 
opposite Red Skelton in “Yellow 2. “Christopher Columbus,” can 
Cab Man at Metro. bane rack up solid grosses similar to 
Gomez plays rag pe lg ved a “Hamlet,” all U’s sterling problems 
Eagle and the Hawk for Fine’ should be answered. is be- 


That 
cause much of the Yank distrib's 
frozen currency in England can be 
used to buy Western Hemisphere 
rights similar to the present five- 
picture deal. 

Balance of the iced coin is to be 
devoted to either participating in 
{productions which Rank now has 
under way or in joint co-produc- 
tion ventures in the future. In 
the latter category, present ceiling 


Paramount Je i SS 
Mail” is the new tag on ‘Postal In- 
spector’ at Par 20th-Fox bought 

“The Man Who Sank the Navy,” 
Satevepost story by William Fay, 
as starrer for Paul Douglas 
Helen Deutsch taking leave ab-| 
sence from Metro to work on own 
story, “Love Is Not Enough” 
Ron Ormond and Ira Webb’s new’ 
production unit to turn out action 
films for Screen Guild.. Bill Wil- 
liams’ gunfighter role in Nat Holt’s has been fixed at four features. 

The Cariboo Trail. | Renle Sidon Masmabe 
| | Provision in pact which gives U 


Republic’s War Film five films is similar in nature to 
With Frozen Money 


‘that recently made by Eagle Lion 
with the British filmmaker, it has 
Aug. 16. 
picture 


Thomas at 





been learned. U bought the rights 
Hollywood, 
Wagegner’s next 


George figure with Rank privileged to take 


for Republic release will be a he any overage and, in turn, sold Brit- 
story, “The Road to Anzio, to d€ ish rights to a group of U’s pix to 
filmed in Italy with frozen com. Rank on the same terms. In the 
Start of the picture awaits the cice of EL, American outfit ac- | 


return of Herbert J. Yates, Re- 
public chief, who has been inspect- 
ing the frostbitten money situa- 
tion in Europe. 

Return of Yates may also mean 
the go sign on a pair of Roy Rog- 
ers westerns, to be made in Eng- 
land with impounded funds. 


quired U. S. rights to “The Red | 
Shoes” and others in exchange for | 
giving British rights to “Tulsa” 
and other EL product. 


in sterling for the five pix. Quintet 
include “Hamlet,” now well on the 
way to liguidation, and “Chris- 
topher Columbus” which remains a 
gamble until its U. S. premiere on 
Columbus Day. The $2,000,000 
represents a sum of 500,000 frozen 
pounds which U thereby converts 
into likely dollars. 
Coward Pix 
Films in which U participates in- 
cludes two pix which Noel Coward 





‘ 4 . 

McCarthy Cautions On 

Foreign Remittances 
optimism on the re- 
mittance situation abroad for the : 
U. S. industry was expressed by Includes 2 
John G. McCarthy, director of the 
international division of the Motion 


Cautious 


Picture Assn. of America on Mon- is currently producing. First of 
dav (15). McCarthy reported at these, “The Astonished Heart” was 
that time to the foreign managers viewed by Seidelman in rough 
of the major companies on the print. Second is on the planning 
two-month trip through Europe board. Both are figured to be par- 


ticularly aimed at the American 
market because of Coward’s know!]- 
edge of Yank tastes. 

Foreign execs of 


from which he returned last week. 

MPAA exec’s tour was strictly 
exploratory and to acquaint him 
other 


with the on-the-ground situation. majors 
He engaged in no negotiations or predict fireworks at future meet- 
deals. but told the foreign man- ings of the Motion Picture Assn 
agers of his talks with U. S. em- of America because of the U-Rank 
bassv and legation execs as well deal. Umbrage is taken because 
as with government officials in the pact spells the last rites to the 
the Scandinavian countries and “B” pool provision of the Anglo- 
France American agreemeént. Under that 


foreign 


largely 


managers provision, earnings of British films 
taken up in the U. S. were to be divided 
indi- 


Meeting of 
otherwise was 


with discussion of plans for among the majors as added dollars 
vidual company selling in Ger- to the $17,000,000 which could be 
;many after Dec. 21 of this year, remitted from Britain yearly. 


here on the basis of a guarantee | 


U is said to have paid $2,000,000 | 


+ Lively interest of American 
| companies in anything that smacks 
of promising British production is 


attested to by Raymond Stross, 


partner with Anatole de Grunwald 
and playwright Terence Rattigan 
in World Screenplays, an indie 
British filmmaking unit Stross, 
whose npany owns several val- 
uabl e Rattigan properties, was 
“amazed at the open-arms recep- 
tion” he received on the Coast 
while on the hunt for U. S. releas- 
ing facilities 

Indicating that the big com- 
panies are vitally interested in 


getting into British production at 
the present time, Stross declared 
that negotiations are now cooking 
with several majors for ambitious 
production projects. He planed 


for England this week where he 
expects to continue talks with 
British reps of Yank outfits. 


Meanwhile, Stross has closed a 
U. S. distribution deal with United 
Artists on “QO Mistress Mine,” 
proposed filmization of the Rat- 
tigan play. Nasser Bros. are 
supplying first money for the pro- 
duction and James Nasser will 
supervise the pic’s American hand- 
ling. In effect, Nassers are buying 
a share in the U. S. rights, Stross 
said. Pact has already been inked. 

Further negotiations are under 
way with UA on other joint pro- 
duction ventures, according to 
Stross. That company’s execs, he 
said, are convinced that joint 
Anglo-American production proj- 
ects will prove profitable. Action 
by UA’s board on future produc- 
tions is expected shortly. 

Stross has also started 
tions with indie producer Walter 
Wanger, he disclosed. He expects 
a signed agreement for a joint film 
venture within a week or so. Brit- 
isher also declared that his outfit 
has been approached by an im- 
portant major on a long range 
program but refused to disclose 
its identity. 

World Screenplays, he said, 
plans a minimum of four films 
annually. It goes into production 
the end of this month with “World 
Premiere,” starring Luise Rainer, 
Jean-Pierre Aumont and Eric Port- 
man. Pic is being scripted by 
Kattigan and directed by Anthony 
Asquith. 


negotia- 
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LIFE CAN BE BEAUTIFUL FOR SERIAL 
WITH PROPER MOOD, SCHWERIN SAYS 


.(Sixth in a series dealing with + 


the Schwerin System’s findings on 
gach of 17 leading types of pro- 


grams and commercials in what is 
probably the most comprehensive 
effort yet made in qualitative radio 


research. ) 





Serial dramas have probably 
been subjected to more investiga- 
tion, unscientific, pseudo-scientific 
and truly scientific, than all other 
types of radio programs put to- 
gether. From James Thurber to 
many a learned doctor of psycholo- 
gy, critics have studied the “soap 
opera” from many viewpoints and 
with various degrees of alarm or 
acceptance; and research men and 
organizations have _ contributed 
greatly to an understanding of 
serial dramas and the nature of 
women who do and don’t listen to 
them. 

The Schwerin System has tested 
about 20 different serials to date, 
in some cases having studied as 
maany as 10 to 15 episodes of a 
single show. This article makes 

ublic for the first time some of 

he System’s main findings about 
this program type. 
Soaps Tough to Test 

A dozen years of exploratory 
work before the war and in the 
Army had equipped the Schwerin 
System to test nearly all program 
types successfully. In 1946, 
though, it still had unanswered 
problems on the proper way of 
testing serial dramas, and it took 
another year of experimentation 
before these were solved. 

For example, it was learned that 
accurate samples couldn’t be se- 
lected for this type of program 
using only the standard informa- 
tion about audience characteristics 
adequate for most other shows. A 
A whole list of special questions 


on serial drama attitudes and lis- 
tening patterns had to be asked be- 
fore proper cross-sections could be 


chosen. 


Also, it was learned that results 
should be reported only after the 
reactions of women who never listen 
to serials were separated from) Nat Buring Packing Co., to bypass changed 





Sun Sets on KSET 


| 
El Paso, Aug. 16. 

The Sunland Broadcasting Co., | 
owners and operators of KSET, | 
suspended operations because of | 
alleged financial difficulties. It’s | 
the local Mutual outlet and Bob | 
Carpenter of the Mutual New York | 
staff was sent here for the purpose | 
of clarifying the situation. 

Edward D. Dodge is prez of the 
Sunland group and Vincent W. Mc- 
Cann is general manager of the 
outlet. 


Sports Rhubarb 
3oise keeps KLZ’'s heavy traffic 
| e @ : ee 
e schedule of network, national spot 
ll a *¥ ar risis and local business moving smoothly 
along KLZ’s 560 ke. His experience 


lin sales and traffic with leading air 
Memphis, Aug. 16. lines qualifies him for his busy job 
T < ee oe . T as KLZ traffic manager. 
ntense rivalry between WHDQ, KL, Denver. 
the Mutual outlet here, and 
WHH\M, indie, flared up anew last 


week when Mutual turned over th 
week when muta! arsed verte) Ackerman Into 


Stars football game, with a 
share of the Wilson 


Sporting | 
Goods sponsorship coin, to the in- | 9 
die station. | op 0as 0 e 


As it turned out, the MBS out-| 
let also carried the game, which! With Howard Meighan, CBS vee- 
got a simultaneous Memphis pick- : 


up, but WHDQ still doesn’t know pee, due back from Hollywood at 
whether it, too, will share in the the end of the month with a re- 


sponsor spoils. port detailing the new administra- 
WHDQ, registering a strong pro- tive pattern of Columbia's Coast 
sel — peso ane eames operation, the network will act of- 
WHHM for the game after bein ficially shortly after Labor Day in 
: ‘ B naming a successor to Donald 
informed that WHDQ had planned Thornburgh a: : 
to do a delayed broadcast because tly ne = i he WCAU AM 
of a commitment to carry the cently to head up the AU AM- 
Memphis Chicks night ball games. 
WHDQ admitted that it had been , + 
the original plan, but after getting Ment until establishing the revised 
an okay from the baseball sponsor, |C0ast modus operandi, which has 
considerably in recent 








Directs KLZ Traffic 


F. TOM BOISE 











those of women who do listen. In| the baseball game that night, the years in view of the video expan- 


few cases, such as “Light of the 
orld,” the former group evidence 


station decided to latch on to the sion. 
live grid fray out of Chi. By that As one alternative, it now looms 


strong interest. But usually their time, however, Mutual had nego- as a possibility that Harry Acker- 


reactions merely obscure the issue 


(Continued on page 42) 


Sweets States Side In 
‘Blacklist’ Bouncing; 





Rally Voices Protest 


A sharp protest against the 
“blacklist” technique of hiring and | 
firing, alleged to be growing within | 
the broadcast industry, was reg- 
istered by about 200 writers, direc- 
tors and actors at the Hotel Abbey, 
N. Y., meeting sponsored by the 
committee 
Thursday night (11). Initial victim 
of the so-called “blacklist” and 
focal character at the rally was 
William Sweets, who said he was 
forced to resign as director of two 
Phillips H. Lord shows because of 


Voice of Freedom 


his political beliefs. 


Detailing the inside info of his’ 
resignation, Sweets said that fol- 
Jowing a ‘“Gangbusters” broadcast 


June 4, a Lord official informed 
him that was no longer wanted as 
a director on either of their shows. 
“I asked why,” Sweets said. “I 
was told that pressure—a cam- 
paign of letter-writing complaining 
of my political views—had led the 
advertising agencies and sponsors 
to decide to renew their contracts 
only if there was someone else di- 
recting the shows.” After balking 
at handing in his resignation, 
(Continued on page 42) 








Same Show, Same Papers 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 

The St. Paul Dispatch-Pioneer 
Press newspapers on their WLOL 
radio program iast Saturday night 
offered “High Button Shoes” album 
with description of show’s action 
and story in between numbers, ex- 
plaining in conclusion it was the 
score of ‘a great musical.” 

Irony of ether presentation was 
that when show appeared in Min- 
neapolis last season, newspapers in 
question, angry because Twin City 
engagement was confined to this 
city, refused to accept its adver- 
tising or give it any publicity, ig- 
noring it entirely. 


tiated for the WHHM pickup, | man, veepee in charge of Coast 
| claiming it wouldn't stand for a AM-TV programming, will move 
| delayed broadcast. into the No. 1 operational spot, 


‘| The sports rhubarb between the with another program man brought 


two stations dates back to the time in under him. CBS already has 
| when WHDQ succeeded in snaring* in A. E. Jocelyn, a station man- 
|away the Memphis Chicks games ager for the Coast (KNX). If not 
from the indie station. |Ackerman, it could be “any one 
|of a number of people from within 


McGILL EXITING ‘TOWN’ one ‘CBS exee put ite as 
AFTER SIX-YEAR TIE st cit, st grinor uu 


San Francisco. 





After a six-year association with 
the program, Jerry McGill is exit- 





FM-TV operations in Philadelphia. | 
CBS has held off on an appoint- | 





| 





‘rill Sunday 


Latter resigned re- | 


| 
| 


ing as writer and director of the AM-TY SHOW BASED ON ] 


Lifebuoy-sponsored “Big Town” 
program on NBC. 

Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell and | 
Bayles, agency on the program, is) Radio-television series based on 
experimenting with a new idea in 


‘a bid to revitalize the program— and originating from the Algon- 


assigning several writers to alter- @uin hotel, N. Y., may be offered 
‘nate on stanzas. for sponsorship this fall. It would 


Cohan, of the SSC&B agency. 





ary names, past and present, asso- 


N.Y. ALGONQUIN HOTEL » 


“Big Town” is produced by Phil be aimed to project the colorful at- | leaves only radio with no time bill- | firms 
mosphere of the establishment and 18 as stations carry the programs agency, Sen. Hugh Butler (R-Neb.) 
‘cash in on the theatrical and liter- 8ratis as a public service. 


BMB’s Troubles—An Old Refrain 


Broadcast Measurement Bureau, already showing the scars of 
turbulent ups and downs, is reportedly going through some agoniy- 
ing moments. It now looks like that $75,000 deficit, which the 
NAB guaranteed at the last convention in Chi, in order to assure 
completion of Study No. 2 on station coverage, was a short count 
by perhaps one-fourth of the figure. In some quarters it’s estj- 
mated that it will require about $300,000 to finish the job. 

Just where the coin will come from is anybody’s guess, with 
likelihood that NAB, in face of its guaranteeing the money, wil} 
make a loan. (The Four A’s, it’s understood, has agreed to advance 
some dough.) 

Some industry quarters look upon it as “pouring good money 
after bad” and attribute the BMB crisis to poor business manage- 
ment. Whether it survives beyond the second study is conjectural! 
though the industry as a whole recognizes that BMB-type operation, 
with a correct operational pattern, should be a “must.” 


Detroit Radio Bugs a-Buzzin’ Over 
WJR-WJBK David-Goliath Rivalry 


Ry FRED TEW 
RCA SANS SHOWCASE Detroit, Aug. 16, 
POR 1ST TIME IN YRS (esta arts ex Look sartively 


When Detroit radio folks meet 
For the first time in many years wees a begin a prolonged con- 
Radio Corp. of America will be ps — conducted entirely in 
without a radio showcase. It’s ” ee 
doubly significant in the case of If a listener is as intent as the 
RCA for it means passing up its whisperers, he can catch these 
own NBC network facilities. questions which are always asked 
RCA sponsored the Robert Mer- sometime during the conversations; 
afternoon program “Why is WJR accepting spots 
until the latter part of last season, from WKMH?” 
but indications were that it would “Is WJR trying to pull down 
be back this fall. Instead, it’s not the Hoopers of WJBK by plugging 
only passing up radio, but cutting WKMH?” 
down on sponsorship of “Kukla, “Hey, what’s cooking 
Fran & Ollie’ on TV. (See televi-| WJR, WKMH and WJBK?” 
sion section.) It’s all reportedly This is what’s cooking: 
part of a budget retrenchment WJR, CBS outlet here, is a 50. 
policy, tied in with the present un- 000-watter. It has been leading 
certainties attending the market- in the Hooper Station Audience In- 
ing of RCA-Victor’s new 45 rpm! dex for several months. But the 








among 





disks. July Hooper shows WJR with a 
and operated, and WWJ, NBC out- 
should be awarded the appropria- come in its spots on WJR. The 


23.1 average and WJBK with a 22.2, 
: 
Anny: A Plague 
let, are asking themselves a star- 
tion to promote Army and Air spots urge baseball fans to listen 





WJBK is a 250-watt independent, 
Its Hooper has been rising stead- 
ily for months and its 22.2 aver- 
age in July has set the radio gang 
to gabbing, but plenty. 
ni of our The gang at WXYZ, ABC owned 
tled “how come?’ 
enc oOuses WKMH, a 1,000-watt independ- 
ent, is normally a Dearborn sta- 
tion. But it maintains a studio in 
Controversy between the Gard-  Detroit’s Music Hall and at certain 
ner and Ruthrauff & Ryan agen- times identifies itself with Detroit. 
cies over which commission house The certain times most always 
Force recruiting has resulted in ' ; P ‘ 
the complete elimination of 15%- SENS 28. peMe 4) 
_ with the Army to handle dis- | 
ursement of its own funds. hi 
R&R had protested the Gard- Compare 5Y Pikers To 
ner appointment and asked the fe ° 
Senate Appropriations Committee Ex-FCCers Taking Lush 
2 yi — eligibility of " | 
ardner, one of the requirements 
being that an agency ste have | Radio Jobs—Sen. Butler 
at least $10,000,000 in annual bill- Washington, Aug. 16. 
ing. Former FCC chairmen who leave 
Gardner qualified as the Army the agency to take lush jobs in 
agency but when recruiting funds radio or other communications are 
were trimmed to around $2,-, more to be criticized than the “five 
000,000, as against a former high percenters,” the Senate was told 
of $6,000,000 when N. W. Ayer last week. In supporting a provi- 
andled the account, the Army de-| sion in the McFarland bill, passed 
cided to handle its own campaign. by the upper house Tuesday (9), 
Nor was Gardner too put out as which prevents a member of the 
newspaper and magazine lineage Commission from taking a job 
has been eliminated and that within a year after resignation with 
doing business with the 


pul ‘blasted away at “this practice of 
Lt.-Col. William G. Downs is due | permitting former New Deal of- 


+] . . . ~ . 3 7 
D.C. S Transit Radio, Like ciated with it. At least a sugges- | On the Coast soon to set up a musi- ficials to sell their influence.” 


tion of the celebrated “Algonquin 


. R d As P 
uz, Does Everything attempted © “°° Would be 


Washington, Aug. 16. Rogers Brackett, formerly pro- 
New use for transit radio, which Gucer of the “Vox Pop” program 


has been installed in recent months rae ieergpncd SSPOCIEnRS With the 
strawhat operation at the Lobero 


in many D. C. buses and trolleys, theatre, Santa Barbara. is working | 


developed last week when a gas with John Martin, manager of the 
main exploded at the corner of 7th hotel, on readying the series. 

and F Sts., N. W. This is one of 
the busiest midtown intersections —- 


with trolley tracks crossing at right WIP’s Pollen By Pollen 


angles. , fi 
Nearby at the time of the blow- _ Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 
Warning signals for hay 


up was Mrs. Denis Sartain, wife 
of the WWDC hews editor. Mrs. fever victims and a gauge for 
Sartain ran to a telephone booth the number of handkerchiefs 
and called her husband who was they must stuff in pockets and 
preparing a transit radio newscast. handbags are being broadcast 
Sartain immediately got on the air by WIP 
with a flash that: A daily pollen count for the 
“Just a few moments ago a gas Philadelphia area will be aired 
main exploded at the corner of each day on the WIP 12:30 
7th and F Streets, Northwest, in- p.m. news program. Broadcasts 
juring 10 persans.” will be based on official reports 
For blocks on_ either — side, of the City’s Department of 
trolleys moving toward the inter- Public Health, which includes 
section came to a halt, pending the total tabulation from the 
orders. Passengers in the nearest nine pollen-count stations sit- 
trolleys, fearing a further explo- | uated around Philly’s _ peri- 
sion, rushed to safer locations, |; meter. : 








cal show to originate in Holly- | 
wood. “Proudly We Hail’ con- | 
tinues as an independent presen- 


Butler referred to three former 
chairmen—Charles R. Denny, Paul 
: Cc ‘ Porter and James Lawrence Fly— 
tation of C. P. MacGregor. as having profited from their FCC 

stewardship. He said Denny was 
appointed chief counsel of NBC 


Lebhar on Coast For within a very short time =. 
wis saat ; CC. The Me- 
Metro Show Huddles ser piu ne shias would have 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. prohibited him from “trading on 
Bertram Lebhar, Jr., WMGM, the influence he acquired as Chait- 
N. Y., general sales manager, and Man.” 
Raymond Katz, indie’s program di-| Porter, said Butler, has repre- 
rector, are currently huddling with sented various radio companies and 
Metro execs on the outlet’s series! Western Union since leaving the 
of “M-G-M Radio Attractions,” Government. Fly left the Com- 
slated to open next month. Series, mission about six years ago and, 
featuring top studio stars in plat- Butler declared, “very shortly be- 
tered shows, will be open for syn- gan to represent clients betore the 
dication. Commission.” 
: Unlike the “five percenters” who 
Hanna Vice Markham may or may not have influence, 
Butler continued, these former 
Schenectady, N. Y.., Aug. 16. New Deal officials “actually do 
R. B. Hanna, Jr., has been ap- have the influence they claimed. 
pointed by General Electric Co. to There is no doubt about it They 
manage WGY, WRGB and WGFM are in a position to give their 
in Schenectady, effective Sept. 1. clients value received. The unfor- 
He will succeed G. Emerson tunate fact is that their activities 
Markham, who has resigned after are carried on at the expense of 
serving GE for almost 25 years, to the Government and the American 
become television director of NAB. people.” 
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Giveaway Storm Signal 


With chairman Wayne Coy 


due back in 


Washington this week 


from Europe, the FCC is reported all set to crack down on network 


giveaways, in the face of 
out of hand. 
out with a 


about a year 


come : 
It’s now since 


mounting squawks that 
One report has it that the Government agency will 
“cease and desist”’ 


they’re getting 


(19). 
took 


ultimatum Friday 


the FCC originally official 


cognizance of the telephonic giveaway whirls, but as time went on 
nothing came of the threats to crack down 
General consensus is that a wholesale wave of court actions will 


follow.any drastic FCC 
coin stake in “Stop the Music,” 
take the issue to court. 


tive “Hollywood Calling” and 


curtailment. 
put itself on record that it would 
But now NBC 
“Sing It 
equal stakes in the ultimate FCC 

With giveaways riding herd on all three webs, 


Originally ABC, with a big 
and CBS, with their respec- 
Again” stanzas, have almost 
decision. 

it’s considered a 


cinch that they won’t give up without a stiff fight. 


ee 








Hope Loses at Chuck-a-Luck, Doomed 
To Life While Others Frolic on Tape 


By JACK HELLMAN 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Bob Hope of Hollywood blew a 
decision to ‘Chuck’ Luckman of 
Cambridge last week. Latest setto 
in their long series of battles was 
fought in the clubhouse although it 
was a ringside verdict, Battling 
Bob being at the short end of a two 
to one count. 


+ 


Rather than go to court for an | 


interpretation of their contract to 
see if there are any hobbles or 
blessings on tape recording, the 
warring camps agreed on arbitra- 
tion. As was expected, the tie vote 
was broken by the third arbiter 
submitted by American Arbitration 
Assn. The award to Luckman came 
as a complete surprise to Ruby 
Robert and his handler, Jimmy 
Saphier, but back in Lever House 
at Cambridge ‘‘Chuck” must be 
chuckling, for this was one of his 


sweetest victories in their many 
years of grimacing over’ back 
fences. | 

It was deadly serious business | 


(Continued on page 42) 


Coy Now Likely 
To Stay At FCC 


2 Washington, Aug. 16. 

If the MacFarland bill, which 
would revamp the FCC and up the 
Salaries of the Commissioners to 
$15,000, gets by the House (Senate 
has already okayed it), the chances 
are that chairman Wayne Coy will 
continue to throw in his lot with 
the Government agency, according 
to informed sources here. 

The 50% hike in pay would 
probably be the clincher in Coy’s 
determination to get the FCC over 
the hurdles in its multiple dock- 
eted problems, these sources say. 





| FCC 





He’s Got Guts 


Boston, Aug. 16. 

Carl deSuze, WBZ and WBZ- 
TV announcer, has begun to 
wage a one-man war against 
the absurdness of men’s garb 
worn during the recent hot 
spell. Clad in shorts and a T- 
shirt and carrying a placard, 
DeSuze picketed Hub’s City 
Hall in an endeavor to win 
over converts to his “wear 
shorts to business” campaign. 

DeSuze admitted that it 
would take some time to break 
down the MHub’s _ stuffiness. 
Meanwhile he continued to be 
the most comfortably dressed 
man in town. 


FCC ‘Hands Off 
Policy Hinted On 








Liquor Comm'ls 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
Lacking specific authority, the 
isn’t likely to do anything 
‘about liquor advertising on radio 
or television, The agency indicated 
Seerey: (Mon.), in individual 

cases, where the commercials cre- 
oe a local issue or reflect on a 
station’s public interest perform- 
ance, FCC may slap a wrist but 
will take no general action. 

In a letter to chairman Edwin 
C. Johnson (D-Colo.) of the Sen- 
ate Committee on Interstate & 
Foreign Commerce, acting FCC 
chairman Paul A. Walker said his 
agency's authority over advertising 
copy is limited to considering ap- 
plications for renewal of license 
and weighing the relationship of 


such advertising to overall program 
| service in the community. 


The $16,000 ceiling has been the_ 


chief factor in Coy’s willingness to 
listen to offers and he has been 
variously linked to a possible State 
Dept. post, heading up the Televi- 
sion Broadcasters Accn., and sun- 
dry other jobs. 


KOBAK COPS NFLSEN 
AS 1ST MAJOR CLIENT 


Ed Kobak’s first major industry 





client is the A. C. Nielsen Co. The | 


ex-Mutual prexy (who has since 
become a consultant for the net- 


work) has opened plush Park ave- 
nue offices in N. Y., with Edna 
Opper rejoining him as his “gal 
Friday.” (She’s been with Kohak 
for 15 years at NBC, ABC and 
Mutual.) 

The Nielsen-Kobak tieup is seen 
as the prelude to a major thrust 
On the part of the audience re- 
ag organization to dominate 
~ field. (Industry consensus has 
4 been that one big service 

her than Hoop-r-Nielsen com- 
Petitive slugfest, would serve the 

St interests of all.) 
_Kobak will sn 7 
time with Nielse~ 
pects to invite ideas 


considerable 
nts and pros- 


Johnson had called upon Walker | 
to advise him what the FCC could | 
do to stop projected Schenley net- | 
work advertising. The Senate had 
also written Secretary of the Treas- 
ury John Snyder to sound out 
_policy of the Alcohol tax unit. 

Walker told Johnson that the 
/commission is limited in its au- 
thority to deal with the problem, 
but declared the agency is “fully 
cognizant of the seriousness of the 
matter and will exercise whatever 


(Continued on page 40) 


SMITH BROS. DUE BACK 
AS ‘MUSIC’ SPONSORS 


Smith Bros., cough drop manu- 
facturer, is returning to “Stop the 
Music” sponsorship on_ radio, 
starting in mid-September. Com- 
pany is taking over the quarter- 
hour segment which Eversharp is 
dropping. 

Cough candy people, bankrolled 
the giveaway for 26 weeks last 
season. New contract is for 52 
weeks, with the usual 13-week op- 
tions. 

Sullivan, Stauffer, Colwell & 
i Bayles is the agency. 





NETWORK TO 
OTHE GHAR 

















By GEORGE ROSEN 
The “new attitude” has set in at 
NBC. The word has gone out to 
all departments that the accent 
must be on the “informal.” Pleas- 


ant relationships with all contacts, | 


big and small, 
jand a “take-the-boys-out-and-buy- 
| ’em-a-drink”’ 
the organization. 


is the new password, 


atmosphere 


Network announcers and direct- | 


ors have been among the first to be 


indoctrinated into the “new atti- 
tude.””’ NBC feels that the trade | 
and public concept in past years 


has been that the network has had 
a very superior, 
or-leave-it attitude. (Some even 
| blame the willingness of the web’s 
{top stars to join Bill Paley’s rival 
}/Columbia camp on the heretofore 
| NBC aloofness and smugness). 

| NBC is now out to erase the 
stigma and dispel the far-flung im- | 
| pression. Announcers are getting 
a thorough going ‘over. They’ve 
been told to hew to an easy, sin- 
cere, friendly approach. 


Roll Them Banjo Eyes 


NBC's new “‘there’s-nothing- 


too-good-for-our-boys” policy 
translated itself into a wel- 
come that had Eddie Cantor 


rubbing his eyes in bewilder- 
ment when he arrived in N. Y. 
from Europe last week. 

NBC contingent was out in 
full force to greet Cantor, de- 
spite the 6 a. m. arrival, and 
found that every little detail 
attending his Gotham _  stop- 
over had been arranged for by 
network staffers. 

Similar glad-hand treatment 
was accorded Dennis Day on 
his recent N. Y. visit and per- 
sonal appearance tour of east- 
| ern cities, when the threat of 





loss of the star to CBS ioomed. 








supercilious, pompous pitches. On 
dance remotes, local, affiliate and 
+ network announcers have been 
‘tipped off to eschew the comedy 
line, confine their remarks to the 
music, ‘but make it informal and 
friendly.”” There’s to be no more 
preciousness or cuteness, either, 1s 
another new commandment. 
Spreading the Message 
| Directors and assistant directors 
are also getting the message. From 
here on they are to extend them- 
selves to be nice to the agency 
people. The word has gone our 
that there’s to be no more wander- 
ing in just before air time. They 
| (Continued on page 40) 





“Who Put the Eggs In 
- Brit. Housewife’s Basket?’ 
Poses Int’! Radio Inciden 


London, Aug. 16. 
U. S. Congresswoman Frances 
Bolton (O.) has created a whodun- 
it among BBC and the American 
radio network reps here that rivals 
for mystery some of the best ever 
staged by the webs. Whole ques- 
tion is who broadcast to America 
that British housewives have no 
| problems—that they get all the 
‘eggs and meat they can use? 
According to Mrs. 
landed here last week, someone 
aired such a broadcast and she is 
determined to get the facts to re- 
port back to the House Foreign 
Affairs Committee. BBC claims 
no knowledge of any such broad- 
casts and the American webs like- 
wise disclaim having done it. Their 
reaction was summed up by BBC's 
office chief, who declared: ‘We 
didn’t do it. We report fair-shares- 
for-all rationing as a fact.” 
Apprised of the denials, Mrs. 
Bolton still insists several such 
broadcasts were made. She express- 
ed the possibility that it might have 
been a pirate station but BBC is 
certain no such outlets are op- 


erating. 


- NBC’S ‘PASS THE DRINKS AROUND’ 





pervades | 


smug and take-it- | 


No more | 


Bolton, who 


] ‘Jockeying For Standard Oil 6006 
| Gusher Tips NBC Strategy in Bid 


To Woo Back Talent Lost to CBS 





Too Personal 
Year’s most novel sequenc- 
ing of commercial plugs for 


N. Y. local stations was nipped 

in the bud last week. 
Personal Loan & Finance Co. 
| sought to negotiate a deal with 
| stations carrying the  horse- 
| race results sponsored by Arm- 
strong Racing Form. Personal 
Loan wanted to spot the plugs 
immediately following the race 
results. 

Idea was 
stations, but 
said no dice. 


agreeable to the 
Armstrong people 








Morgana Bad Boy 
Again on Comls 
Client's Wishes ; 


| Henry Morgan’s resumption last 
| week of his old kidding-the-prod- 
uct commercials was at the urging 
of Bristol-Myers and the Young & 
Rubicam agency. Not only was 
the sponsor in favor of the plugs 





making fun of Vitalis, but a sub- 
sequent listener panel test indi- 


cated the ribbing commercials are 
50% more effective than the same 
program's straight announcements. 


When the idea of doing the kid- 


ding commercial was_ broached, 
| Morgan told agency execs that.he 
| was reluctant to go back to the 
practice, as sponsor reaction had 
| been unfavorable in the past, even 
though audience comment had 
| been enthusiastic. However, when 


B-M officials joined in urging it, 
the comedian agreed. 

It was decided that Vitalis, 
rather than Sal Hepatica (the 
other product plugged on the pro- 
gram) should get the 
treatment. The studio audience at 
last Wednesday night’s (10) broad- 
cast liked the switch and listener 
comment was also good. However, 
bows clincher was the sample lis- 
tener panel held the next day by 
|'Y & R. It showed that, whereas 
audience attention normally drops 
sharply during commercials, it 
held almost even during the kid- 
ding plug. 

Moreover, a questionnaire indi- 
cated that members of the panel 
| remembered an average of ce and 
| one-half sales points in the kid- 
ding commercial, in contrast to a 
single point in conventional an- 
nouncements. On that basis, 
sponsor and agency are convinced 
| that 


+ 


spoofing | 


/orch. 


! 
printing a 


NBC is in the blue- 
campaign 


woo back some of the top personal- 


process of 


designed to 


| ities who deserted the fold in favor 


of CBS. 
Harry 


Sales veepee, 


Niles 

administrative 
are known to have 
not only discussed the matter at 
length, but have sifted the whole 
strategy basis. While initial over- 
tures may not be made before the 
first of the year, it’s a certainty 
that retaliatory measures will be 
taken in a bid to recapture some 
of the talent that made the shift 
to Bill Paley’s CBS column. 

While NBC entertains no hopes 
of winning back a Jack Benny or 
even attempting to compete on a 
strictiy-money basis, there are 
“over and above services” encom- 
passed within the ‘new thinking’”’ 
at NBC which will be rendered to 
clients. 

The bringing of “Sam Spade” 
to the NBC columns 
as a preliminary to 
plated moves, 


Prexy Trammell 


and Kopf, 


in- 
is regarded 
the contem- 
as well as the deal 
NBC cooked up to swing the 
“Theatre Guild of the Air” over 
from ABC, with the assurance to 
U. S. Steel of a super-promotional 
job. 

However, the real straw-in-the- 
wind and tipoff on new strategy 
can be found in the current jockey- 
ing now going on in NBC's deter- 
mined bid for Standard Oil’s $600,- 
000 gusher, which is recognized as 
a lot of billings these days. 

When NBC got wind of Standard 


Oil's (New Jersey)’ overtures for 
a half-hour of Sunday afternoon 
time, with possibility of Andre 


Kostelanetz going into the CBS at 
4 period, NBC went into action. 
The Columbia sales boys, to make 
the offer attractive, came up with 
a program plan somewhat parallel- 
ing the “Weekend With Music” 
insert of last season, when SO 
sponsored the Philharmonic con- 
certs. 

But not to be outdone, NBC is 
offering the oil company the Sun- 
day afternoon at 5 time, with either 
Percy Faith’s or Al Goodman’s 
The network, in turn, will 
sponsor a musical talent hunt 


‘among universities and colleges 


| tract. 


throughout the country, with the 
winners to get an RCA-Victor con- 
Further, NBC will perpet- 
uate the network series by bringing 


‘out an album of the broadcasts on 


ribbing the product will in-| 


crease sales, so they're determined | 


to continue the policy. 


It may be significant that Joseph 


A. Moran, agency veepee in charge 


p. | of the Bristol-Myers account, con- 


ceived the idea of and wrote the 
copy for the original kidding-the- 
product commercials Jack Benny 
did for General Foods. They were 
an innovation at the time. 


K-F MAY PULL OUT OF 
WW, WEINTRAUB ACCY. 


Continued sponsorship of Waiter 
Winchell by Kaiser-Frazer appears 
to be in doubt. Reports are that 
K-F will not only drop the high- 
rated Winchell stanza, but also pull 
out of the Weintraub agency. 

Winchell checked off the Jergens 
bankroll to move into the automo- 
tive columns last Jan. 1, after sign- 
ing a contract with ABC network. 
His network pact has a concurrent 
run with the sponsor. Commenta- 
tor was booked in for $600,000 for 
the first year, with upped coin in 
the event of a second semester. 

Winchell is currently taking a 
summer hiatus and is due back 





j early in September. 


a once-every-three-months basis. 
Standard Oil has perked up in- 
terest and is thinking it over. 


Joe DiMag At 
Bat for CBS 


CBS has wrapped up another 
half-hour weekly sale, with M & M 
Candy Co. buying a Saturday morn- 
ing series starring Joe DiMaggio. 


(Latter is the first bigtime diamond 
personality to get a coast-to-coast 





_showcase since Babe Ruth). 


New program has been devel- 
oped by Jack Barry and Dan Ehren- 


|reich, who are also identified with 


the ownership-production of the 
brace of Mutual airers, “Juvenile 
Jury” and “Life Begins at 80.” 
Program will be along lines of a 
children’s sports-slanted quiz, with 
DiMaggio tossing the questions. 
Program weekly will salute exem- 
plary kids in various communities 
of the country who will be brought 
to N. Y. 

Show will be transcribed in ad- 
vance, in view of DiMaggio’s trav- 
eling commitments. It’s planned to 
give the stanza a Sept. 17 kickoff 
to tie in with the imminency of 
the World Series. Program goes 
into the 10 to 10:30 a.m. slot. 

Barry will also be featured on 
the show and Ehrenreich will di- 


rect. Mike Oppenheimer will 
script. John Gart’s orch will back- 
| ground. 


are rete ne eg 
aver 
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Radio Evangelist Smith Ordered To 


| 


Get WIBK Off the Air In 90 Days 





Washington, Aug. 16. + 


The Rev. J. Harold Smith, radio 
evangelist, was turned down on | 
two counts last week by the FCC. | 
The agency refused to grant him | 
a license for his daytime station 
(WIBK) in Knoxville, Tenn., and 
denied his application for an FM 
station in Knoxville. The Bap- 
tist preacher was given 90 days to 
wind up the affairs of WIBK, 
which has been on the air for two 
years under periodic authoriza- 
tions of the Commission. 

FCC found that the Rev. Smith 
lacks the proper qualifications of 
a broadcast licensee. It had its 
doubts as to whether his solicita- 
tion of funds over the radio and his 
concealed interest in station XERF 
in Villa Acuna, Mex., indicated the 
sense of responsibility it expects 
in a broadcaster. 

Smith’s reputation, the Commis- 
sion said, “like that of most in-| 
dividuals, varies with the groups 
from whom information regarding 
his reputation is solicited. The 
Commission has been told that | 
Smith is a ‘religious racketeer’ op- | 
erating in the name of religion 
for purposes of personal gain, that | 
he is fomenter of racial disturb- 
ances, that he prays on the preju- | 
dices of people and ‘keeps the 
community in an uproar by ap- 
pealing to their hatreds,’ and that 
he has sown the seeds of ‘mistrust 
and destruction among religious 
groups, denominations, and church 
related institutions, doing so by 
the use of descriptive language 
and epithets which are excessive- 
ly vituperative, extremely vindic- 
tive, unfair, unjust and abusive’ ” 

On the other hand, said the) 
Commission, it was told that 
Smith “tries to help all people,” 
that he is not reckless in speech, 
and that he is a sincere person. 

Particular objects of Smith’s at- 

tacks, which “on occasion have 

more than vigorous, the 





Aa been 
Me agency said, have been liquor, the 


Scripps-Howard newspaper which 
owns WNOX in Knoxville, the 
Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America, and the Cath- 


Lytell, Greaza Called 
In 1006 Plagiarism Suit 


Bert Lytell, shepherd of The 
Lambs, and Walter Greaza, of the 
same organization, are scheduled 
to appear in N. Y. supreme court 
next Monday (22) for examination 
before trial of a $100,000 plagiar- 
ism suit brought against the group 
by ex-member Edward Kay 
Downes. 

Appearance of The Lambs’ two 
officers was ordered by Justice 
Ernest L. Hammer after the jurist 
granted an examination motion 
made by Downes’ attorney. Court 
also ordered the _ organization’s 
books and records produced. Plain- 
tiff claims the club appropriated 
his idea for a radio and television 
show. 


Philly’s WDAS Skedding 
Full Negro Hour to Aid 
Racial Relationships 


Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

To meet the increasing demands 
of the Negro community for more 
facilities of expression on the ra- 
dio, Lambert B. Beeukes, general 
manager of WDAS (fulltime indie) 
has prepared a full-hour daily pro- 
gram at a choice noon spot to be 
devoted to furthering the interests 
of the Negro race. 

A recent census revealed that 
the Negro population here is over 
the 300,000 mark, and leaders of 
the Negro community have charged 
that Philadelphia radio has either 
ignored their needs or assigned 
them public service time at unde- 
sirable late hours. 

Beeukes announced that WDAS 
has engaged George Tunnell, bet- 
ter known as Bon Bon, recording 
artist and original Jan Savitt vo- 
calist, to conduct the hour. Pro- 
gram, known as the “Bon Bon 





olic Church.” | Show,” teed yesterday (15) as a 
The Commission declared that | daily segment from 11:30 a.m. to 

Smith concealed his interests in | 12:30 p.m. 

the “Radio Bible Hour,” the South-| Program is slated to carry an 

ern Bible Institute and its publi- | hour of radio entertainment, but 

cation, The Carolina Watchman. | Will also be used to mirror the 

It said he also raised nearly $100,- | daily cultural, educational and 


000 to finance station XERF but | communal life of Philadelphia's 


failed to report his substantial ; Negro group. Overall purpose is to | 


ownership. Smith’s rights in the | make a contribution in harmonious 
station run for the full period of | racial relationships. 

a 20-year concession or any re- The “Bon Bon Show” will in- 
newal granted by the Mexican | clude a news and sports roundup, 
government. The station cannot fraternal notes, interviews and the 


be sold without his consent, FCC | selection of a “mother of the day.” | 
said, and in the event it is sold he | In addition, Bon Bon will take. 


is entitled to a third of the pro-| tape recorder around to various 
ceeds. | sections of the city for an “inquir- 
The Commission said Smith so- | ing reporter” stint on topics of the 
licited contributions through the day. Music bridges will be record- 
Carolina Watchman on the ground ed. Production is handled by Dick 
of desperate need although his Booth, WDAS program chief. 
bank balances were substantial. a in i 
He had also claimed he needed 


Sit uhoethe mast eos wee300 Canada Bigwigs Urged to Erase 
Radio's Pseudo-Romantic Drivel’ 


per week. 


FCC Nixes WOXR-FM Bid 


To Service Clients With Wasteful competitive, radio kd 
Facsimile Maps, Charts ying nfia'toc ty the pubic con 


Washington, Aug. 16. | Sumer and radio-listener and is re- 

Plans of WQXR-FM, New York, | Suiting in diminished sales returns 
to transmit weather maps or charts to manufacturers and sponsors, 
by multiplex facsimile were nixed according to A. H. Hazelgrove, 
last week by the FCC. The Times, president of the over 1,100 mem- 
FM outlet had asked for authority bers of the Royal Architectural 
to service airfields, institutions, Institute of Canada. This was the 
business organizations and govern- highlight of his blasting brief pre- 
ment agencies and to circumvent sented to the newly-appointed 
A.T.&T. charges which the enter- Royal Commission on _ Culture, 
prises considered prohibitive. headed by Hon. Vincent Massey, 

FCC said the WQXR-FM plans former Canadian ambassador to 
would violate standards for oper-| Washington, which is attempting 
ation specified for facsimile. It|to clarify radio and_ television 
also felt The Times plan was more problems in this country, at the 
in the nature of a common carrier request of the Canadian govern- 
than a broadcast service. ment. 

WQXR had planned to furnish! The brief deplored “the rank 
clients special recorders to receive vulgarity and commercialism” of 
the maps and make a flat charge of most radio programs; hoped that 
$50 a month. A.T.&T. charges $25 the greater expense of television 
per month plus $3.50 per mile per might tend to raise program stand- 
month for the additional wire cir- ards—‘though this was not evi- 
cuit required. ident in the United States.” 

The Commission felt that such use | Hazelgrove told the Federal-ap- 
of FM frequencies and facsimile | pointed umpire group that “pres- 
stations would be undesirable, al- ent radio entertainment value 








though it believed the proposed caters to less than average intelli- 
service might fulfill important mili- gence and, with few exceptions, is 
tary and civilian needs. 


; merely sales propaganda tagged on 


é e b ] -_ . e 
Ladies’ in Chi Exit 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 

“Ladies Be Seated,” ABC Chi- 
aired five a weeker, which emcee 
Tom Moore departs Aug. 19 in an 
economy huff, will originate from 
ABC’s New York studios, starting 
Aug. 22 with Johnny Olsen as host. 


Moore Associates had been pro- 
ducing for past six months, will be 
parleyed by ABC staff producers. 


Welk Show Budget Upped 
On ABC from 256 to 106 


By Milwaukee Brewer 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Miller Brewing has gone so over- 
board on Lawrence Welk’s selling 
job for its High Life beer, that 
the Milwaukee company has 
boosted its weekly bankroll on the 
ABC radio show from a reported 
$2,500 to $10,000. Show was re- 
newed here for airing over the 
basic network on a 13-week basis 
starting Aug. 31, to originate. out 
of KECA, Los Angeles. 

Welk will use top film celebs as 





'weekly guests on his 30 minute 


Wednesday p.m. spot in a “new 
elaborately staged” format worked 
out by ABC brass and the Klau- 
Van Pietersom-Dunlap agency of 
Milwaukee. Welk show staged 
from Chi last week (10), airs from 
St. Paul this week (17) and Kansas 
City Aug. 24. 

Miller became interested in the 
selling angle of radio after Pabst 
Brewery of the same city reported 
terrific sales impact of its spon- 
sored Eddie Cantor show. Welk 
program was Miller’s first bigtime 
venture into radio, and prez Fred 
Miller became quickly sold after 
Miller distributors nationwide re- 
ported booming sales for High Life 
beer were caused by the Welk pro- 
gram. 

In fact, it’s reliably reported that 
Miller distributors are so enthusi- 
astic that they are chipping in to 
fillout the Welk broadcasts to full 
network size. 


Dot Kemble to Handle 





Elsie Dick’s MBS Chores 


Mutual, in line with its present 


streamlining activities, is not nam- | 


ing a successor to the late Elsie 
Dick as director of religious and 
‘educational broadcasts. Instead, 
it’s consolidating the functions un- 


der supervision of Dorothy Kemble, | 


the web’s director of continuity ac- 


ceptance. Miss Dick was killed in | 


the recent Bombay air crash. 
Under the program department 
revamp, Joan Macgowan, Mutual 


'seript editor, becomes assistant di- | 


rector of religious and educational 
programs, reporting to Miss 
Kemble. 





Detroit—WXYZ has just com- 


pleted construction of a new studio | 


to be used for tape recording of 
special shows and to handle all de- 


layed broadcasting. Each show is'| 


taped twice and played back in 
the same fashion. 





to nonsense or pseudo-romantic 
drivel.” The brief urged the abo- 
lition of radio programs “which im- 





From the Production Centres 
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CBS until after Labor Day. 


IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Web-owned package, which Tom | 


Bill Paley due back from Europe this week, but doesn’t check in at 
.. Niles Trammell back from Canada fish- 
ing and looking as healthy as last year’s billings. 

Dick Seff added to ABC’s “It’s Your Business” Tuesday (23) Eve. 
opener of the week: Sinister housemaid on CBS’ “Yours Truly Johnny 
Dollar” sustainer last Sunday carried the monicker of “Mrs. Tram. 
mell”’ Robert I. Garver, ex-WJZ sales manager, has resigned from 
Alley & Richards, where he was an account exec, to join Lynn Baker. 
Inc., in the same capacity. 

Mike Donovan, CBS doorman, back on the job last week and got a 
welcome comparable to that accorded the Paley-Stanton brass Bu- 
reau of Vital Statistics Dept.: A girl, their second child, for the Mel 
Spiegels of CBS. Fourth child born to the Bill Leonards (WCBS). The 
Jo Dines (NBC) except their baby last week in August .. . Larry Low- 
man of CBS off to Nantucket for several weeks Mitchell Grayson 
touring the strawhat circuit, with “Big Sister” recorded a couple weeks 
ahead Ted Cott (WNEW) squiring it at Northport, L. I., for 
month CBS’ “Life With Luigi’ getting sponsor nibbles and it’l] 
probably ride commercial by the time the fall season preems 
Franklin Pulaski has left for the Coast, to play the lead in a docue 
mentary film. He’ll be gone about six weeks .Todd Russell will 
replace Clayton Collyer as emcee of the CBS quizzer, ‘Winner Take 
All.” when Collyer takes his two weeks’ vacation on Aug. 22 David 
Broekman, Raymond Paige, Robert Russell Bennett, Ray Bloch and 
Mark Warnow will conduct specially assembled 48-piece orchestra in 
a full-hour program featuring the composer-conductor’s own composi- 
tions. on ‘Conductors’ Showcase,” series of five special broadcasts to be 
aired over CBS starting tonight (17) Dick Moeller takes over pro- 
duction chores on WCBS’ “Hits and Misses” show while Ned Cramer 
vacations for three weeks in Buffalo and Cape Cod....Flora Campbell 
now narrating ABC’s “Betty Crocker’ show while Zella Layne vaca- 
tions . . . Bill Hamilton has taken over as producer-director of ABC's 
“Irene & Allan Jones” co-op strip, replacing John Cleary. Program, 
incidentally, is to be taped from Wales from Aug. 29 to Sept. 1 ; 
Perry Lafferty returned from a Bermuda vacation Monday (15) to 
direct ABC’s “Dorothy Dix” airer, on which Cyril Armbrister had filled 
ir. Lafferty and his wife were in Bermuda with Bert Parks and his 
Mrs While ABC co-op newscaster Martin Agronsky is vacationing, 
from Monday (15) through Sept. 3, four commentators will pinchhit, 
Gordon Fraser, of the N. Y. staff, is on this week, with Tris Coffin, 
from Washington, taking over from next Monday (22) to Aug. 25. 
Author-columnist Marquis Childs will be heard on Aug. 26 and 27, and 
Tom Reynolds, of the Chicago Sun-Times Washington bureau, will de 
the commentary the last week Kudner ad agency, which handles 
| all television programs for Admiral, has also been handed the firm's 
radio shows and public relations work....Treva Frazee doing ‘Dorothy 
Dix,”’ Wed. (17). Patsy Campbell featured on “Armstrong Theatre,” 
and “‘Tales of Fatima,” Sat. (20)....WOV’s Fred Robbins on two weeks 
vacation was guest of CJCH in Halifax last week. Robbins’ syndicated 
show, incidentally, is heard nightly over station. During his stay Robbins 
| was presented with the key to the city from the Lord Mayor in con- 
|; nection with Halifax’s bi-centennary occasion....Maxine Keith ready- 
|ing a TV show explaining the UN to average man, is setting Faye 
Emerson as a panel member. She’s scheduled to do an October lecture 
series at McGill University, Montreal....Bill Stern better after hos- 
pitalization caused by artificial limb, resumes on Colgate Sports News- 
reel (29) Dick Roffman, of WEVD’s “Adventure in Jobs” series, 
blueprinting a celeb interview weekly show to be aired from Bill 
Bertolotti’s village club. 


IN HOLLYWOOD... 


Lud Gluskin’s busy baton finally got him into a time conflict and he 
had to give up the Joan Davis show. In the past 10 years he has had 
| the musical direction on three to four commercial shows weekly. Lyn 
|Murray won the nod from Harry Ackerman....Hubbell Robinson 


| berthed at KNX for 10 days to work out a fall schedule for shows from . 


here. Being a late buying season his master plan is shot through with 
ifs....NBC’s Bud Berend and Jennings Pierce skipped over to Reno 
_to act as ushers at. Sid Fox’s marriage. He's owner of the net's af- 
| filiate in Salt Lake, KDYL.... Parke Levy head scripter of “My Friend 
Irma,” under observation in the infirmary....James Stewart and Bette 
Davis kick off Lux Radio Theatre’s 15th season Aug. 29 in ‘June 
| Bride”... .Bili Gay is Bob Ballin’s choice as successor to Dee Engel- 
bach as producer of Hallmark Playhouse....Eddie Cantor is so busy 
on personals he may tape his first six airings of “Take It Or Leave It” 
in New York, flying in between dates....Acme beer moved its million 
annual billing from Brisacher, Van Norden to Foote, Cone & Beld- 
ing....Al Kabaker worked out the billing for the three star singers on 
The Oxydol Show but it took a lot of doing to keep everybody happy. 
Jack Smith holds sway on the five nights, gets front billing with 
Margaret Whiting on Monday and Friday, takes second billing to Dinah 
Shore on Tuesday and Thursday and rotates positions with Dinah on 
Wednesday....Art Rush knocked off Del Sharbutt, who dittoed Nate 
Tufts in the Lakeside golf tourney, but in winning the trophy ruined 
, his 14 handicap... . Dick Sanville replaced Bill Rousseau as producer 
of the Dick Powell whodunit....Ted Bliss will be at the controls for 
Young & Rubicam when “Sherlock Holmes” starts sleuthing for Petri 
| wine....Sam Hayes will give with his Touchdown Tips for the eighth 
Successive year. NBC again platters and sells....Frank Ferrin, who 
is packager of the Smilin’ Ed McConnell and other shows, hospitalized 
for major surgery. 


pose standards based on appeal to | 


the non-intelligent and  uncon- 


trolled wasteful advertising.” As | 
spokesman for the 1,100 members | 


of the Royal Architectural Insti- 
tute of Canada, Hazelgrove sub- 
mitted to the Royal Commission on 
Culture that a firmer control on 
radio programs be exercised by 
Canada’s cultural leaders “rather 
than the determination of pro- 
gram policy by contributory ad- 
vertisers.” 

“The rank vulgarity and com- 
mercialism of the majority of com- 
mercial programs” was attacked, 
with the big sponsors blamed. Ra- 
dio and television were pointed 
out as the “greatest and most uni- 
versal instrument of education:” 
(Commencing Sept. 6, the Federal- 
appointed Royal Commission on 
Culture will hear here, for a four- 
day session ,the pro and con argu- 
ments of the Canadian Broadcast- 
ing Corp. and the 90 independent- 
station membership of the Cana- 
dian Assn. of Broadcasters in an 
effort to end the “let’s-wait-and- 
see” policy that is currently an- 
noying Canadian video fans.) 


IN CHICAGO ... 


_ Announcer Ed Cooper has resigned from WGN staff, and will engage 
in freelance work after Coast vacation. Break comes after five and @ 
half years with station. Cooper will retain his ReaLemon phone quiz 
on WGN ....Jameson Brinkmeyer launching his own “whimsy” show 
on WMOR, six weekly, on participation basis....WBBM’s “Report 
Uncensored” returns Sept. 9 with producer Skee Wolff, and narrator 
Fahey Flynn on traffic problems....NBC farm expert Ev Mitchell at 
Rochester, Ind., for agriculture meeting... .Mutual trafficker Dick Reiff 
back from vacation. ...WBBM staffers in Villa Park, Ill., celebration 
are emcee Patrick O’Riley, announcers Cliff Johnson, George Watson 
and Jim Conway, singers Louise King and Jeanne MacKenna.. 
Singer Nancy Evans guested on WCFL “Songs to Cheer” Chicago- 
land Music Festival to air on WGN Aug. 20 with Lauritz Melchior and 
Nancy Carr as vocalists....Jjouis Ronder new WCFL asst. program 
director. NBC announcer Jéouis Roen in horse show at Wayne, Ill. 
driving his own sulky....Miller Brewing hosted at press party for 
ABC's Lawrence Welk to mark his sponsor renewal. ...Disker John 
MacCormick guested George Jessel on WBBM....Clem McCarthy to 
handle announcing chores for NBC program of Whirlaway Stakes at 
Washington Park .Tim Morrow agency named Red Harbour as 4& 
count exec. ...NBC vacationists are promotion director Hal Smith an 

_ Producer Norm Felton....WCFL to air Davis Cub matches tennis play 
Aug. 26-28... Cliff Johnson and family will air WBBM “at home’ show 
from Fox Lake resort. Johnsons will rough it in a trailer for three 
_Weeks....Jim Billings bowing out as ABC producer... .Carroll Marts 
taking over new duties as Mutual sales staffer, assisting veepee Ade 
| Hult... NBC public relations expert Jack Ryan on extensive midwest 
tour of web affiliates to line up publicity spree. 
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YANKEE NETWORK FOR SALE? 





ABC in 8006 Promotion Spree As 
All Webs Prep for Fall Teeoff 


The networks, now in the hot-+¢ 


competitive battle of their) 
are going in for an intensiv e | 
binge within the next 


testi 
lis es, 
ballyhoo 
months in an attempt to sew 


few 
os audiences. ABC will spend up- 
wards of $800,000 to promote its | 


shows, NBC plans to lay out | 
$500,000 “and CBS is expected to | 
match the figure. Besides using 
radio, the webs will invest heavily 
in newspapers, magazines and al- 
lied media in the largest and cost- 
liest mass saturation compaigns 
in industry history. 

Reason for the tub-thumping | 
spree reverts directly to the talent 
raids staged against rival webs last 
year by CBS board chairman Wil- 
liam S. Paley. Since many of its 
top shows during the coming sea- 
were on competing nets last 
CBS is forced to spend heav- 
ily to inform viewers of the 
switch. NBC, by the same token, 
must exploit the programs it has | 
left. in addition to the many new | 
packages it built to replace its 
quondam _ stars. And ABC, to 
which all this has come as bad | 
news, plans to spend more than the 
other two to protect its program 
investments and remain close to 
its rivals. 

ABC will concentrate most of its 
time and money on block promo- 
tion for Thursday and Sunday 
nights, its two hottest, plugging the 
entire program lineups instead of 
jndividual shows. Friday night bal- 
lyhoo will be keyed to the average 
workers’ theme of “Aren’t Yor 
Glad It’s Friday,” with the tagline, 
of course, being that the audience 

can hear the ABC shows then. Sun- 

day night pitch is pegged on an 
“ABC Is All Dressed Up in-Its Sun- 
day Best” theme. 

Both campaigns will run a full 
six weeks, and be followed through 
during the entire year. Web will 
Jaunch its Friday night ballyhoo 
with a full-page Life ad Oct. 3 and 
its Sunday night campaign with a 
ull-page Satevepost ad the follow- 
ing week. Both ads will be repeated 
later in Look. According to ABC 
ad-publicity 
and promotion chief Ted Ober- 
felder, the block promotion idea 
makes it possibie for the web, its 
clients and local stations to tie in. 

Web will take ads in its five 


(Continued on page 42) 


PROVOST TO BALTO.; 
GANNON SUCCEEDS 


Harvey J. Gannon, former traf- 
fic and service supervisor of 
WNBC, key N. Y. flagship station 
of the NBC «eb, was named this 
week to succeed D. L. Provost as 
program manager. At the same 
time, station manager Tom Mc- 
Fadden appointed Clay B. Daniel 
to the newly-created position of 
production manager. 

Provost whe nas held the NBC 
job since 1942, resigned, effective 
Sept. 6. to take over as business 
manager of WBAL and WBAL-TV. 
Hearst Radio outlets in Baltimore. 

Provost, in his new job, will su- 
pervise day-to-day operations o! 
both Balto stations, thus freeing 
Harold Burke for development and 
planning projects. Burke is now 
working out a new expansion pro- 
fram for the TV station. Provost. 
who helped develop many NBC 
programs and stars, entered radio 
in 1931 with his own package out- 
fit and was at one time sales man- 
ager of Empire Broadcasting, tran- 
Scription organization. 





son 
year 











Arlene Francis Auditions 


‘Name Your Odds’ Quiz 


Arlene Francis will get a net- 
work audition over ABC next Wed- 
hesday (24) with a new quizzer 
“Name Your Odds.” Format will 
have a participant start with a $10 
bankroll and answer questions in 
a given category at odds named 
wy the contestant. Thus it quizzee 
. “ge a 10-1 bet he can blow the 
Ol with a Single question. 


Show was packaged by 


Marty 
Goodman. 





Cab to ‘Cap’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 

Merle Edwards, disk-jockey- 
ing on WMIN as “Hub Cap” 
threatened with loss of sponsor 
asked listeners to send him 
vote of confidence and ex- 
plained he needed at least 200 
such messages. 

At one point he broadcast 
he needed just 65 more. The 
65 came in, all saying “Stay 
and play” and all signed “Cab 
Calloway.” f 

Calloway is appearing at 
Cc lub Carnival here. 








veepee Ivor Kenway | 


Mutual Comes Up 
With New Slant 


On Juve Shows 


Mutual’s block system of pro- 
gramming, which has paid off in its 
Sunday afternoon strip of mys- 
tery shows, will be extended to a 
group of weekday juve airers 
starting next month. Step is be- 
ing made in conjunction with an- 
other move to jettison the cliff- 
banger type of radio fodder for 
the kids in favor of complete half- 
hour action shows set up in a one- 
hour across-the-board block from 
5 to 6 p.m. 

Drastic overhauling of the juve 
program approach was made by 
Mutual execs in consultation with 
clients in an effort to boost slip- 
ping ratings. It has been estab- 
lished that kids, after missing one 
or two chapters of the serial-type 
shows, tended to lose interest in 
the continuing story. Switch to 
the complete actioners, featuring 
a familiar roster of heroes, will 
permit more irregular listening 


without destroying the kid’s loy- | 


alty to his favorite character. 

One-hour block of kid shows will 
also be formatted into an _ inte- 
grated pattern of entertainment. 
Bankrollers of the various shows 
have entered into a cooperative 
system of laying out future pro- 
grams and may yet agree to a 
cross-plugging tactic to bolster to 
Mutual block as a whole. Group 
of Mutual execs who put over the 
idea with the clients and agencies 
include William Fineshriber, Jr., 
v.p. over programming; Robert 
Schmid. veepee over promotion 
and planning, and Jess Barnes, 
sales chief. 

Lineup of juve shows alternat- 
ing in the one-hour block will be 
“Captain Midnight,” for Ovaltine; 
“Tom Mix,” for Ralston Purina; 
“Straight Arrow,” 
cuit Co.: and “B-Bar-B Ranch” and 
“Adventures of Ted Drake,” both 
sustaining. Block will tee off the 
week of Sept. 20. 


Canada’s Sinclair Says 
Aloud He Doesn’t Like 
England, Stirs a Tempest 


Toronto, Aug. 16. 

Trailing his noon news broadcast 
with the off-hand ad lib that “I 
don't like England either,” Gor- 
don Sinclair, ex-VARIETY mugg, 
just back from his fifth round-the- 
world reportorial chore for The 
Toronto Daily Star, Canada’s big- 
gest daily, swamped the CFRB, 
Toronto. switchboard with yowls of 
protest. 

Sinclair’s concluding news item 
dealt with the statement of Shir- 
ley May France. young American 
swimmer about to attempt a cross- 
ing of the English Channel, that 
“che did not like England.” Sin- 
clair’s kicker was; “I don't like 
England either.” Sponsored by 
Alka-Seltzer, he refused to make 
an apology over the air, told those 
concerned: “I don't like the cli- 
mate or the people; if I don’t like 
a country, why shouldn't 1 say so 
if I want to.” 





for National Bis- | 





DIGKERING I 
TALKING STAGE 


Aug. 16. 
largest indie 
England, 


Washington, 
Yankee network, 
radio chain in New 
been put on the 
its owners, the O'Neil family 
which controls the General Tire & 
| Rubber Co. 
Deal for the purchase of the wate | 





| 1s in the works, it has been learned, | 


| but the situation has not yet jelled 
| to a point where an agreement can 
| be reached. It is understood that 
| queries have been made by a syn- 
| dicate comprising New York and | 
| Hollywood investors, which are be- 


| 


| ing followed up. Price has not been 


| divulged. 

Spokesmen for Yankee’ em- 
phasized that conversations are 
only in the talking stage and that 
no definite offer has been made. 
They declared the web is not for | 
Sale and is not seeking a buyer, but | 
admitted they have been ap- 


proached by interested buyers in 
the past and said an “attractive | 


offer’’ would be entertained. 
It is also understood that any | 
deal would not include Yankee’s | 


television station in Boston, WNAC- 
TV. This has given rise to specula- 
tion that the network’s owners 
want to get out of sound broad- 
casting only. Other sources have 
indicated, however, that the owners 
are willing to give up the TV out- 
let also to concentrate solely on 
their tire business. 

Any transaction, it is believed, 
would include sale of the six AM 
stations owned by Yankee, along 


with General Tire’s approximate 
19% interest in Mutual. Stations 
include WNAC, Boston; WEAN, 


Providence; WICC. 
WONS, Hartford: WMTW, Pori- 
land, Me., and WAAB, Worcester. 
Sale of the last two t6 Radio En- 
terprises is now awaiting FCC ap- 
proval. 

In addition to the six owned-and- 
operated outlets, Yankee also has 
affiliates in Waterbury, Holyoke, 
Lowell and Fall River 
chusetts; Bangor, Me.; 
N. H., Pittsfield, Mass.: 
don, Conn.; 
| gusta, Me.; 
burg, on 
mouth, wt 
cord, NE 

yonkee has, also applied for 
television grants in Bridgeport and 
Springfield but has not decided on 
whether to pursue those bids in 
view of the proposed mew channel 
allocations. which provide 
cities only with ultra-high fre- 
quency channels. 


FCC Reaffirms Its Rules 
Barring Transferring Of 
Time Reservation Pacts 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

Regulations adopted last Janu- 
ary barring transfer of time reser- 
vation contracts upon sale of a sta- 
tion were reaffirmed last week by 
‘the FCC. The rules were designed 
be insure maintenance of licensee 
|responsibility for the selection of 
|radio programs and to prevent 
lrights granted by a licensee con- 
‘tinuing for an unreasonably long 
period of time. 

An order reaffirming policy was 
issued on the basis of petitions 
from Berachah Church, Inc., and 
the Rev. J. Frank Norris, contest- 
ing the rules Berachah Church 
once owned WRAX (predecessor 
station to WPEN) in Philadelphia, | 
in which it sold stock with a re- 
serve time clause. It filed suit 
last year to enforce the agreement. 

2ey. Norris took over several 
time contracts held by the First 
Baptist Church in predecessor sta- 
tions of KFJZ, Fort Worth, Tex. 
He entered into a time reserve 
contract with the station in 1946. 

The Commission said that while 
it believes its rules have the effect 
of rendering existing time con- 
tracts impossible of performance, 
it recognizes that the possibility 
of legal action to readjust equities 


New Lon- 


Rutland, Vt., Ports- 





| 
| 


—____—___—_+ 


has | 
auction block by | 





Waterbury, Vt.; Con- | 
; and Claremont, N. H. | 


the | 


| as it pleased, either commercially | 
| or spot on its own shows. 


| 


| her services and use her 
/number of shows, such as “Who 


| 


Bridgeport; | 


in Massa- | 
Manchester, | 


Laconia, N. H.: Au-| 


: a 
Springfield and Fitch-| «sient Partner” show must go off 


thority to favor one radio station 
over another in granting broadcast 
facilities in a courtroom may be 
decided by 
soon. 
bunal to review a lower court de- 
cision involving this question was | 
filed last week. 


tion for 


court from broadcasting the verdict 
of the Overell trial while broad- 


“Good Wife, ‘Dragnet, Powell May 
Tee Off NBC Three-to-the-Hour 


that 





It now certainty 
NBC 


for a split-time 


seems a 


will 


The ‘Ham’ in Sterling 


Washington, Aug. 16 + 
1eé 


‘ . ve mi y li c 
When George Sterling, en- | S'4mming, ulllizing , 
gineer commissioner of the night Sunday night hour in which 
FCC, goes on vacation he per- {to bracket three 20 - minute 
forms as an amateur radio op- ' shows. With NBC now in the pack- 


erator. Last week, the agency 


| age business in 


wired him special temporary 
authority to operate his sta- | Schedule includes 26 “house” sus- 
tion, “William Three Dog Fox” tainers and commercial features), 
(W3DF) at Peakes Island, Me., | the web’s in a dither, since most of 
for the remainder of August. | them must be dispossessed when 
Sterling is investigating “tne | the winter commercials return. By 
ability of narrow band fre- | experimenting with 20-minute seg- 
quency modulation to com- | ™ents and patterning the shows 
municate through those sec- into the new formula, NBC hopes 
tors of the bands in question to salvage some gf the worthier 
which are heavily congested properties 
by strong amateur signals.” NBC regards as three of its most 
The Commissioner is one of prized summer possessions the 
82,000 licensed radio amateurs. | Arlene Francis-John Conte “My 
Other radio “hams” in the | Good Wife,” “Dragnet” (with a 7.5 
Commission are Cyril Braum, |Tating) and Dick Powell (7.2). 
chief of the FM broadcast divi- Since all three are scheduled for 


displacement, the network may par- 


sion; Curtis B. Plummer, chief 
of the television division, lay them into the 20-minute ex- 
George S. Turner, assistant perimental idea for a Sunday night 


| year-round showcase 

Martin and Lewis and Henry 
Morgan also present a problem to 
the network. Latter, doing summer 
duty to Bristol-Myers, must take a 


powder Sept. 28. It’s regarded as 
ll S tar |a certainty that 
| be retained, 


chief engineer, and George K. 
Rollins, chief of the ameteur 
division. 











both shows will 
probably going into 
| the Friday night 8 to 9 open hour, 


e thus parlaying them with Pabst’s 

Contract List As "°° 
The James and Pamela Mason 
| show is set to depart Sept. 15 in 
|favor of “Duffy’s Tavern,” while 
Future Safet the Billie Burke-Harry von Zell 
“Chicken Every Sunday” gets the 
heave Aug. 31 for Biow’s “Hogan’s 
With many of its newly-de-| Daughter.” Jane Pickens departs in 
veloped summer shows caught in favor of Cities Service moving into 
the squeeze and slated to get the its now Monday night time Aug. 29. 
Archie Andrews, which has 


heave in coming weeks as commer- 


' been doing Bistrol-Myers summer 
cial stanzas return for the fall 


duty, scrams Sept. 14 to make way 
season, NBC is weighing the idea for “Gildersleeve.”’ The new Ethel 
of putting the more promising hot- | Merman show, which has been 
weather personalities under long-| 8Uaranteed a 13-week ride, can 
term option and utilizing them as | °M/y stay in the “American Album” 
the need arises. spot until Sept. 18, and is sched- 

For example, uled to move into the Monday night 
at 8 period. However, if NBC can 
to make way for a commercial | interest Old Gold in buying the 
commitment. NBC regards Miss | time for a switchover of “Original 
Emerson as a potentially click ra-, Amateur Hour” from ABC, it'll 
dio personality and rather than let | have a problem on disposition of 
her slip out of their hands, the net- | the Merman showcase. 


Faye Emerson’s 


| y x 
work wants to keep her under con-| _ NBC hopes to squeeze “Tree 
tract. This would put NBC much in | Grows in Brooklyn into the Sun- 
the same position as film compa- | “ay afternoon time, but that de- 


nies with a permanent star con-| Pends on whether Standard Oil 
tract list, which it could parcel out | buys the 5 o’clock time for a mu- 

sical. Harry Junkin’s “Eight by Re- 
quest” (ex-‘‘Radio City Plavhouse’”’) 
gets the heave to make way for 
General Foods’ Meredith Willson 
series Aug. 25. 


‘MEETING’S’ COLCLOUGH 
STRICKEN BY MALARIA 


Thus the network could parlay 
over a 





Said That?” “Leave it to the Girls,” 
eic., and even start recording her 
next summer series in advance. 
NBC has similar plans in mind 
for “Four Star Playhouse” (Fred 


MacMurray, Rosalind Russell, et) 
al.), which also bows out to make | Manila, Aug. 10, 
way for commercial commitment.| Betty Colclough, program direc- 


NBC would like to put the stars in-| ; are ‘ 

volved under a five-year contract, pd - _ cesar ge ae 
making them available for a cer-| Town Meeting of the Air.” was 
tain number of shows each week, | stricken with malaria here Aug. 5. 





either for guest shots or for a se-| The forum, currently touring the 

ries, | world, is at present in New Delhi. 
. |Miss Colclough, along with Bill 

Supreme Court to Decide Traum, group’s business m: anager, 


|comprise the advance party. Ar- 
rangements are made about four 
or five weeks before the actual ar- 
rival of the discussion panel. 

Miss Colclough’s malaria con- 
traction was not severe enough to 
hospitalize her, but calls for ime 
mediate rest. She and Traum are 
scheduled to go to Honolulu, 
where she will remain, while he 
continues on in his present ca- 
pacity. The “Town Meeting” tour, 
which began June 25, is scheduled 
to end early in October. 


If Judge Can Favor One 
Station on Court B’cast 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
Whether a state judge has au- 


the Supreme Court 
A brief asking the high tri- 





The brief, filed by KFT of Los| 
Angeles, in furtherance of its peti- 
review, claims it was dis- 
criminated against in a California 


LUTHER GOES FULL WEB 


Frank Luther show, sponsored 
by Maltex cereal, goes on the full 
NBC net on a 52-week per year 
basis starting Oct. 1. 


of the parties, in the light of the cast facilities were afforded KVOE Airer, which also has been 
new rules, presents questions of of Santa Ana and KMPC of L. A. bought by the Yankee network, 
State law which the regulations,The station charges it was “wil- previously was heard only on 


are not intended to prejudge. 


(Continued on page 42) ' WNBC, N. Y. 


go through with its plans 
experiment in pro- 
11 to mid- 


a big way (summer 
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Dept. of Commerce 


Sees It As Leading Sales Medium 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

Although its audience doesn't yet 
eompare with radio’s, television's 
superior qualities as an advertis- 
ing tool has been sufficiently dem- 
onstrated to indicate its future as 
the leading selling medium, the 
Departmeft of Commerce reported 
over the weekend. 

In a comprehensive analysis of 


the medium’s advertising impact 
prepared under the direction of 
Charles P. Redick, chief of the 


General Products Division, the De- 
partment forecast that video will 
stimulate larger ad budgets in 
which the printed media will bene- 
fit and in which radio, “as it be- 
comes a more specialized medium,” 
will participate “in proportion to 
its more restricted use.” 

The Department’s long run ap- 
raisal was based on these prem- 

1. A continued upward trend in 
the ratio of leisure hours to work 
hours. 

2. Probable acceptance of video 
as an addition rather than a re- 
placement in the communications 
field. 

3. Creation by television of new 
desires and needs which, together 
with other advertising media, ‘will 
help industry move a far greater 
volume of goods than ever before.”’ 
résulting in increased budgets all 
along the line. 

50° Decline In AM Listening 

For the short run, the report 
saw adverse effects on other adver- 
tising media, based on surveys 
showing a decline of 20 to 30° in 
reading by families owning TV sets 
and nearly 50% reduction in radio 
listening. 

It also expected that the new 
FCC allocation plan would have an 
adverse effect for a while on set 
purchases, causing many prospec- 
five buyers to hold off until new 
receivers for UHF stations are on 
the market and the overall tele- 
vision picture becomes clearer 

But in areas where stations are 
operating, the increased availabil- 
ity and sales of sets provide the 
basis for rosy forecasts of the part 
television will play in the national 
economy. Consumer demand for 
sets, said the report, ‘has exceeded 
even the most optimistic predic- 
tion of the industry,” with an es- 
timated 1,860,000 receivers install- 
ed as of July, 1949, and with prices 
moving to levels within reach of 
a greater mass of consumers. 

Already, because of its greater 


per capita sales impact, the De-. 


partment reported, television is 
comparable to radio as an adver- 
tising medium in many markets, 
despite the fact the TV audience 
is only a fraction of the radio au- 
dience and the potentialities of the 
medium are not fully utilized. 
Pointing to a survey by WOR, in 
New York, it added that in many 
evening time periods the _ televi- 
sion audience in Metropolitan New 
(Continued on page 40) 


INDIANA U’S 56 TAG 
ON COM’L GRIDCASTS 


Indianapolis, Aug. 16. 
Price tag of $5,000 each has been 
set on its home football games by 
Indiana University to telecast com- 
mercially. Fee will be only $2,000 
if carried on sustaining basis, of- 
ficials announced this week. 
Sarkes Tarzian, owner of WTTV, 
Bloomington, announced early this 
summer that station will be ready 
to operate this fall, and wouid 
carry all home games at I. U. But 
Glen VanHorn, WTTV manager. 
said no decision had been made on 
telecasting the games, following 
J. U. disclosure. Fees are said to 
be in line with Big Nine policy. 


Galveston TV Bid 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

An application to establish a 
felevision station in Galveston, 
Tex., was filed with the FCC last 
week by R. Lee Kempner as owner 
of the Galveston Television Co. 
This was the first application tor 
Galveston. 

Kempner applied for channel 9 
which is one of three Very High 
Frequency channels assigned to 
Galveston under present alloca- 
tions. However, under the new 
proposed allocations, these chan- 
nels would be eliminated and two 
channels in the UHF band as- 
signed, 








Appraises TV, 





Slingshot Artist Sentenced 
To Wrestling Via TV 


; Toledo, Aug. 16. 
A youthful wrestling fan who 
used a slingshot and small bits of 


‘sharp metal to indicate his disap- 





| 


SEALTEST TO SHARE 
‘KUKLA’ WITH RCA 


General cutback in RCA’s adver- 
tising budget permitted the entry 
of Sealtest Dairy as a 
twice-weekly sponsor on NBC-TV's 
“Kukla, Fran & Ollie.” 

Chicago-originated program 
new outlets when it 


this week 


picked up 11 


returned to the air last week, 
which would have hiked the 
budget considerably for RCA, 
which had bankrolled the show 


Mondays through Fridays last sea- | 
son. Outfit, as a result, will give | 
up the Tuesdays and Thursdays 
to Sealtest starting Sept. 27, but 


will continue as sponsor Mondays, 


Wednesdays and Fridays. 


WOR-TV ‘Sneaks’ 
Dodger Games 





WOR-TV, only two days after 
sneak previewing its initial test 
pattern, began’ televising’ the 


Brooklyn Dodger night ball games, 
starting last night (Tues.) on New 
York’s -video channel No. 9. Sud- 
den advent of the station on the 
air was several weeks in advance 


of the expected date for the start | 


of regular operations. 

Deal to televise the Brooklyn 
games involves no coin for the 
station. WCBS-TV, which carries 
the games for Schaefer beer, 
agreed to give the games to WOR- 
TV for experimental purposes 
without costs. WCBS cameras will 
pick up the games and feed them 
to WOR-TV. Latter arrangement 
will not affect deal which WATV, 
Newark, has to telecast the Brook- 
lvn games on nights when commer- 
cial commitments prevent WCBS 
from doing the job. 

WOR engineers put their initial 
test pattern on the air Sunday 
night (14). Regular studio  pro- 
gramming on the outlet, however, 
is awaiting completion of studio fa- 
cilities. 





Russ Johnston Partied 

Russ Johnston, chief of NBC- 
TV's film department, was honored 
at a birthday party at Toots Shor, 


his industry pals. 


picting Johnston's rise to his cur- 
rent post. 


proval of contestants at local 
Thursday night wrestling matches 
in the Sports Arena will hence- 
forth have to see the matches by 
television. 

That 
posed by 


was the punishment im- 
James R. Kelley, Juv- 
enile Court referee, on a 13-year- 
old boy for whom police at the 
Arena had been looking for three 
weeks. The boy admitted that he 
had taken shots at a wrestier or 
referee whenever a_ performance 
er decision displeased him. 


Chi Trib Tripped 
in All-Star TV Nix 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 





Chi Tribune's All-Star football 
game, held Fri. (12) has caused 
considerable intramural moaning 


on the part of WGN-TY, the tele 
branch of Col. Robert McCor- 
mick’s communications empire, as 
result of promoter Arch Ward re- 
fusing a last-minute plea to have 
the game televised. 

Most of the gripes were being 


sounded on behalf of the WGN-TV | 


promotion staffers, who, from now 
on. will have to do some tall ex- 
plaining to sports promoters why 
they should have their own events 
televised despite "Ward's point- 
blank balk at okaying a telecast of 
his annual grid event. 

Ward, who has been in charge of 


| staging the event on behalf of Trib 


Charities from his spot as Trib 
sports editor, took the position that 
a telecast of the game would keep 
away attendance and that the char- 
ity angle raised the issue above 
crass commercialism. 

WGN-TV toppers, however, pri- 
vately maintain that Ward has “‘set 
television back one year,” as. well 
as make the job of their own sta- 
tion promoters doubly tough. They 
point to such bigtime promoters as 
Bill Tobin of the Blackhawks, 
Chuck Comiskey of the White Sox, 
George Halas of the Bears and Ray 

| Bennigsen of the Cardinals who 
|either don't like the effects of TV 
/on gate attendance or who are on 
the doubtful side. 


Now, they say, WGN-TV is going | 


to have a double task of selling 


| them on the benefits of TV cover- | 


| age, which overload isn’t fair to 


|any tele outlet already operating | 


in the red. 





joined Crosley’s WLW-D as mana- 
ger of promotion and_ publicity, 
transferring from WIBC, Indianap- 
olis, where.she served a similar 
‘post for the past three years. 


N. Y., yesterday (Tues.) thrown by | Cincinnati—Jane O. Flaherty has 


Highlight of the | 
luncheon was a satirical record de- | 








KOTV, TULSA, PREPS 
FOR OCT. TEST PATTERN 


Tulsa, Aug. 16. 
Test pattern in October and com- 
mercial operation in November is 
the target of KOTV, the city’s first 
video station, according to KOTV's 
prexy, Maria Helén Alvarez. 

Miss Alvarez has leased a mid- 
town building to completely house 
| all phases of the outlet, including 
la garage for remote equipment 
Novel feature of the building will 
be three 24-foot electrically oper- 
ated doors which will enable any 
‘downtown parade to pass through 
the studios for televising. Main 
studio measures 112 by 60 feet, and 
will accommodate a studio audi- 
lence of 400. 

George J. Jaeobs, who has built 
four tele stations in the U. S., will 
supervise construction and opera- 
tion of the outlet. 


Stirton, ABC in 
A TY Romance 


Chicago, Aug. 16 

Naming of Jim Stirton to take 
over ABC 
in addition to his job of commer- 
cial manager looks like 
tipoff on the anxiety to 
achieve greater TV sales to mid- 
west advertisers. He replaces Gil 
Berry, who will head up DuMont’s 
sales office. 


central division .sales, 


here, the 


web's 


new midwest 


Discounting the economy angle, 
whefeby the net loads two jobs on 
one person in exchange for a sal- 
ary boost, it’s known that despite 
his 20 years in radio, Stirton is one 
of the foremost Chi exponents of 
tele’s “visual impact.” 

He starts his sales job formally 
Sept. 1, but it won’t be anything 
new, since Stirton has been work- 
ing hard on TV sales the past two 
months. In addition, his work in 
heading the Chi Television Council 
during its first year, and his mas- 
terminding of the national TV con- 


Western Union, AT&T Say F acilities 
— Will Permit Color 


Transinission 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
FCC was told yesterday ‘Mon.) 


| by the major carriers of intereity 


| the need requires. 


ference here last spring, has re-| 


portedly sold the web on his value | 


as a “prestige salesman.” 


It’s believed this background will 
swing extra weight with midwest 
“fat eat” advertisers, who either 
are dabbling in tele spots but with 
enough cash to shoot the TV works, 
or with longtime radio users who 
haven't yet been sold on the sales 
results of tele. 








The William Morris agency 
innovated a daring type 


improvement in 

arrangement 
read 
speed 


of readers could 
it with greater 


The ad, planned by William 
Morris, Jr., was developed 


organization and 
the Associated 


consulted as to proper use of 
of the “word thoughts” 


The practical showmanship 
(video) reasons for the 


because he 
“believes it 


might prove 
captions in 





of printed words since 
Gutenberg introduced 


Press, checked and 
approved it as to text. 


‘Square Span’ as Aid to Video 


of advertisement in a usage of Square Span, Digest as “the 

recent VARIETY via the cited by July Reader’s first 
printing ‘ 500 years experiments at Texas A&M 
ago. Square Span College showed majority 


than conventional 


printed matter. 


in collaboration with Dr. Rudolph Flesch, expert and consultant 
noted authorities. on brevity in speech to the Luce 
Robert B. Andrews of University. creator of 
Southern Methodist Square Span, was 
his method. 
showman’s interest in by the Morris Agency to SMU'’s 


Square Span are cited 


useful in 
television.” 


president in his letter 


Andrews, 


“It is the accepted belief television, adhere strictly presentation and not use from time to 
that the new medium, to an ideographical the printed word, but time 

the presentation the use of a word to bridge certain action.” 

is heightened in caption as a preface or observed Morris. . 
“When the conventional in television, there is a which is sometimes improper 


left-to-right line is used 


scanning lines 
of the teleset. 


“Our use of Square Span 
in VARIETY, the Bible 
the Square 
Span method.” 


Jt is my belief that with 
Square Span this strain 


strain on the eye, 


of Show Biz, may call to the 
attention of television 


increased by the 
may be greatly reduced. 


focusing of the 


producers the advantages 
of experimenting with 


television that their coaxial and 
microwave relay facilities will pe 
able to transmit color video as 
The informa. 
tion was received from A. T. & Tv 
and Western Union in reply to 
queries from the commission on 
their plans to handle TV expap- 
sion. 

The companies said they would 
also be able to handleeincreaseq 
traffic resulting from addition of 
UHF stations. 

A. T. & T. advised that demon- 
strations it conducted of color 
transmission between New York 
and Washington three years ago 
indicated that coaxial cable and 
radio relay systems now in daily 
use for black and white video are 
capable of carrying color. “When 
a demand for the transmission of 
color television arises,” said the 
company, ‘we believe that the Bel] 
System will be able to provide 
such network facilities as may be 
required.” 

Union declared 


Western that jit 


will be prepared to furnish wider 
bandwidths to transmit color if 
the demand arises. The firm's 


microwave relay facilities between 
New York and Philly uses a 5me 
standard bandwidth. 

The Bell System said its expan- 
sion plans for video will take ae- 
count of the needs for network 
service which are likely to develop 
as a result,of UHF. It told the 
commission it will take steps to en- 
sure that, in so far as practicable, 
intercity facilities will be available 
to meet the needs of the expanding 
medium. The telephone’ com- 
panies, Bell added, look forward 
to a nationwide network service 
for video similar to that in the 
sound broadcasting industry 

Western Union anticipated that 
the proposed addition of 42 UHF 
channels would increase the de- 
mand for intercity connections. It 
said a large number of the smaller 
cities could be reached by short 
extensions from its trunk routes. 
The company stated its present 

(Continued on page 40) 


LANNY ROSS MULLS 
VIDEO ‘SHOW BOAT 


Lanny Ross, now on a tour of 
nitery dates, may return to NBC 
television this fall, doing a TV 
version of his one-time radio star- 
rer, “Show Boat.” Singer, together 
with Swift & Co., which bankrolled 
his just-concluded NBC-TV_ pre- 
gram, is trying to clear rights to 
the title with author Edna Ferber, 
but is running into considerable 
difficulty, presumably because 
Metro is planning a new picture 
on the story. 

Ross’ radio 





“Show Boat” was 


‘launched in 1932 and ran five con- 


istory several years ago, the 


| House 


|back a half-hour “Leave 
'Girls,” now sponsored in th 











seasons under Maxwell 
sponsorship on NBC. in 
addition to a Metro film on the 
legit 
version is preparing to resume on 
the road 


secutive 


NBC Revamps San Nite 


To Buck CBS ‘Toast’ Pull 


NBC television will give its Sun- 
day night program lineup several 
reshuffles within the next several 
weeks in an attempt to buck ¢ BS- 
TV's “Toast of the Town” for top 
rating honors. First move will be 
the extension of “Broadway Spot 
light.” hatf-hour vaudeo show 
packaged by indie producer Martin 
Jones, from its present half-hour 
format into a full hour, from 7:30 
to 8:30 p.m., starting Aug. 28. 

That will necessitate moving 
It to the 
e 8 to 


8:30 bracket by Maxwell House. 
NBC hopes to build an audience 
through the switches for the two 
new half-hour shows which open 
from 8 to 9 in early October. 
These are the Chesterfield-spo™ 
sored Perry Como stanza, set ot 
8 to 8:30, and a new. Bobby Clai 
show, which NBC will produce id 
collaboration with Michael rode 


for possible bankrolling by Gen 
eral Foods. a 
“ea : ” nd “Girls 

Both Spotlight a to other 


will probably be moved 
nights at that time. 
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RED SCARE 


Fashion Houses Scram TV, Claim 
Medium De-Glamorizes Product 


Video's bright hopes last year ot ¢ 


becoming a natural fashion show- 


casing medium for clothiers and 
department stores have gone a- 
This source of spon 


glimmering. : 
sored programming coin has now 
completely dried up and there is 
jittle prospect in the immediate 
future for it to start flowing again 
Despite the approach of the peak 
advertising season for fall styles 
none of the major TV. outlets in 
New York have any fashion shows, 
either sponsored or sustaining on 
their schedules. 

Fadeout of the fashion programs 
due to the disappointing results 
during their brief heyday several 
months back has brought along a 
rash of recriminations between 
clients and ad agencies, on one 
side, and TV program directors, on 
the other. While the bankrollers 
are finding the cause of the failure 
in the limitations of the medium 
the TV-minded faction contends 
they were never given a chance to 
develop the right type of show 

Chief rap against TV, according 
to the clothiers, is that it de- 
glamorizes their product. The 
smallness of the TV viewing screen 
the poor quality of the images and 
lack of depth perspective made it 
difficult, if not impossible, to sock 
across the classy stylistic details 
And then there was lacking the im- 
portant ingredient of color, accord- 
Ing to the style houses. Latter, 
with an average ad budget of about 
$50.000, are now shifting inte more 
traditional media. 

Countering the complaints, TV 
programmers contend that the 
fashion show bankrollers tried to 
crowd their whole line into a single 
show and thereby wore out the 
viewers. In order to make them 
stick, the style angles should have 
been injected more subtly as part 
of an entertainment format along 
the lines of motion pictures. Holly- 
wood, it’s pointed out, became the 
most potent fashion selling me- 
dium in the world by keeping the 
commercial pegs completely out of 
sight. 

Fashion houses will not be 
averse, however, to cop free plugs 
on video in the future. Supple- 
menting its regular press coverage, 
the N. Y. Dress Institute is cur- 
rently distribbing five-minute clips 
for free to all video outlets. Issued 
twice-monthly, the institute's films 
are without soundtrack for use by 
local women’s program commenta- 
tors. 


Standard Oil Buys Up 
Wayne King Package 
In ‘Sight Unseen’ Deal 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Standard Oil of Indiana bought 
& pig in a poke when it inked orch 
leader Wayne King to a 40-week 
contract for a weekly 30-minute 
stint on five midwest NBC-TYV out- 
Jets. No network audition was held 
for the $5,000-plus talent package. 
which will screen from Chi starting 
Sept. 29. 

Deal will include King’s orch, 12 
Members of Detroit’s Don Large 
chorus, and vocalists Nancy Evans 
and Harry Hall. MCA signed for 
King, who has just wound up a se- 
res of convert tours in 100 cities. 

Five stations carrying the series 
are: WNBQ, Chi: WFBM-TV, In- 
dianapolis: WWJ TV. Detroit: 
KSD-TV, St. Louis, and KSTP-TY, 
Minneapolis. WTMJ-TV. Milwau- 
kee, may he added to the string 
Shortly. Show will screen Thurs- 
days at 9:30 p.m. (CST). 

n view of the “sight unseen” 
aspects of the deal, NBC-TV pro- 
ducers are wondering what kind of 
& show they'll have to work with. 

'ng’s longtime radio work leaves 
some of them fearing they'll get a 
Straight orch concert instead of a 
balanced tele program. 

Standard is planning to extend 
- show to additional midwest sta- 
Con, 2S they come into existence. 
ao will combine live and 
dies MeCann-Erickson agency han- 

¢ ~1n. 








N.Y. Pulse’s Top 10 


(Aug. ] 


Toast of the Town “> 36.0 
Original Amateur Hour...... 31.1 
Kraft TV Theatre ; 29.6 
Godfrey and His Friends 27.8 
Olsen & Johnson 25.9 
eOp Ue DIMSIC.... «sss .ss esses 25.0 
Yank-Browns Game......... 24.2 
Prean (h@ BOGE... ...s02.006% 20.3 
Crusade in Europe 19.8 
Philco Playhouse 18.9 


New Circuits To 
Link 6 More TV 
Cities Get Okay 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
biggest microwave project 
authorized, providing over 


The 
ever 


3,000 miles of television intercon- 
nectiog. was given the go sign last 
week by the FCC. Costing an es- 


timated $17,800,000, the circuits 
will bring six additional cities into 
the video network and provide ad- 
ditional channels for sending pro- 
grams between major cities. 

The new circuits, to be built by 
American Telephone & Telegraph 
Co. and Wisconsin Telephone Co., 
will extend network television to 
Des Moines, Minneapolis, Syracuse, 
Schenectady, Utica and Norfolk. In 
addition, a link will be constructed 
to carry programs from Madison, 
Wis., to Milwaukee. It is expected 
the overall program will be com- 
pleted in less than two years. 

Largest of the circuits will paral- 
lel the present coaxial cable _ be- 
tween Pittsburgh and Chicago, pro- 
viding another four video relays 
between the two cities. This link is 
part of the New York-Chicago sys- 
tem. 

A second microwave link will 
provide three channels from Chi- 
cago to Des Moines and one the 
other way. With coaxial now avail- 
able between Des Moines and Min- 
neapolis, the new link will permit 
network service to be brought to 
the Twin Cities. 

A circuit to be constructed be- 
tween Albany and Syracuse will 
make possible extension of net- 
work television to Schenectady and 
Utica which are now being linked 
with Albany. With two coaxial 
cables operating between New 
York and Albany, the microwave 
links will bring web programs to 
the upstate cities but will not en- 
able them to transmit programs to 
the networks. 

A link between Richmond and 
Norfolk will bring network shows 
to the latter city but will not en- 
able Norfolk to feed into the webs. 

A circuit between Milwaukee 
and Madison will bring into the 
network football games and other 
events from the University of Wis- 
consin. This is a one-way link and 
does not bring television to Madi- 
son which has no station. 

The new facilities will be used 
for telephone as well as television 
transmission. 


ADMIRAL BANKROLL 


Admiral Corp., one of the top 
spenders in television last year, 
may pick up the tab on NBC-TV’s 
“Lights Out” series, now aired 
Tuesdays from 9 to 9:30 p.m. 

Deal is contingent on whether 
NBC permits Admiral to give up 
its contracted option on the Fri- 
day night 8 to 9 slot. Sponsor last 
season bankrolled the “Broadway 
Revue” in that period and during 
the summer has paid for a series 
of Hopalong Cassidy westerns to 
retain its time franchise. It re- 
portedly wants a slightly less ex- 
pensive package for the upcoming 
however, than “Revue 


season. 
ad agency handles the 


Kudner 
account. 


| loaded the clearance problem back | 


—————» 


CLEA 
TE MAIN [S5U 


Communist seare, which set Hol 
lywood back on its heels two years 


' 








ago, has grabbed a strang 
television Pervading fear of 
coming tainted with 
red has reached 
among TV networks and ad agen 
cies that any actor, writer or pro- 
ducer who has been even remotely 
identified with leftist tendencies 
is shunned. 

Situation, which has already hit 
radio via the firing of director Wil 
liam Sweets for his alleged politi 
cal beliefs, has staggered video to 
such an extent that the problem of 
clearing talent from any fellow 
traveler charges has become all 
important. According to one net- 
work talent chief, clearing prop 
erty rights to a story or play had 
been the biggest stickler hereto 
fore in staging a dramatic show 
“Now,” he said, “we spend our 
time trying to satisfy our top brass 
that the actors have never been 
on the left side of the fence. If 
one of them has even had his pic- 
ture taken with a known Commu 
nist, even if it was several vears 
ago, he’s a dead duck as fat 
we're concerned.” 

While the Hollywood Communist 


lehold on 
be 
shade of 
point 


any 


such a 


aS 


probe took place in 1947, it’s the 
reverberating fear of that inves- 
tigation that is believed respon- 


sible for TV’s anxiety. While some 
execs at both the webs and agen- 
cies decry the situation, they claim 
they are forced into it by the spon- 
sors. Latter are extremely wary 
of having their products identified 
with Communism and hence have 
issued orders that all talent be 
properly “cleared.” We could use 
a couple of good J. Edgar Hoovers 
in the business right now.” an- 
other network spokesman said. 
Passing the Burden 

When the situation broke origi- 
nally in the industry. the agencies 
attempted to place the clearance 
burden on the webs. They claimed 
the networks, through selling them 
air time, were responsible for keep- 
ing the air clear of Reds. After 
considerable bickering back and 
forth, however, the webs have un- 


on the agencies. They claim the 


'ad men and not they are respon- 


sible to clients. Thus, they aver, 
let the agencies take the trouble to 


| investigate. 


Webs must take the initiative, 
though, on their sustaining shows. 
(Continued on page 40) 


Gillette’s 200-2506 
For World Series 


What television network gets 
the nod on the World Series still 
remains in the doubtful columns, 
but reports are now that NBC has 
the inside track. Gillette, it’s 


stated, has agreed to sponsorship 


of the series. which will carry a 
tab of $200.000 to $250,000. ‘That's 
exclusive of Mutual’s radio cover- 
age). 

Whatever TV network gets the 
nod, there's one proviso in the 
contract—all the Mutual stations 
get first call on video Thus if 


WOR-TV is on the air by the time 
the series begins. it will share the 
N. Y. coverage with WNBC-TV. 


Masquers Make Berle 
‘Mr. Television of '49’ 


Hollywood 16 
Milton Berle will be honored at a 
Masquers Club dinner Wednesday 


Aug 


17) night and will be presented 
with the Club's first annual “Mr. 
Television” award. Alan Mowbray 


is chairman of the dinner. 

At the speakers’ table will be 
Harry Warner, Buddy Clark, Tony 
Martin, Jesse Lasky, James Barton, 
Bert Lahr, Rupert Hughes, Louis 
Sobol. Jerry Wald, Roy Del Ruth, 
Bob Hope and Phil Silvers. 


NUMBING VIDEO 


+ 





ING TALENT Schwerts's 206 ‘Inside USA’ To 


Set Flock of Telerevue Precedents 





— —+ 
It’s a Pipe 

Frank Stanton, CBS prexy, 
not only has a specially-con 
structed roof antenna attached 
to his television set at his 
upper Manhattan apartment, 
but a coaxial cable was con 


structed, through six stories of 
concrete, to provide for ideal 
reception. It was probably the 
most painstaking job done on 
a Gotham TV set. Stanton has 
been able to get every station 

but WCBS 

Superintendent of building 
suggested sticking a lead pipe 


behind the curtain in the liv- 
ing room. Now Stanton gets 
WCBS. 


WGN, WBKB In 
Chi TV Monopoly 
On Grid Airings 


Chicago, Aug. 16 

WGN-TV and WBKB, after some 
nifty backfield deception, have 
rammed a power play through the 
Chi TV opposition that gives thein 
a monopoly of local college foot- 
ball games this fall. Shut out were 
WENR-TV and WNBQ, who'll have 
no Saturday games to televise 

First line thrust was the signing 
by both stations for five Notre 
Dame games, which will be carried 
over the DuMont network, but will 
be split in Chi on an alternate 
basis, except for the Southern Cali- 
fornia tilt which will be shared 

Next, dealing mainly through 
WGN and the Chi Trib, which has 
a working arrangement with North- 
western U. (Medill School of Jour- 
nalism is a lusty offspring there) 
WGN-TV and WBKB lined up ex- 
clusives with the Evanston school 





for its five home contests, which 
they'll also split on alternate weeks 
-By that time, the only games 


worth telecasting in the Chi area 
were home games of the U. of IIli- 
nois at Champaign. WENR-TV and 
WNBQ, feeling slightly punchy, fig- 
ured the cost of relaying the games 
to the local audience would out- 


‘weigh their value, and decided to 


default. 

So WGN-TV and WBKB picked 
up several Illinois games between 
them to pad out their schedules, 
and blanket the fall Saturday con- 


tests. The two losing stations, left 
with nothing but their uniforms. 
would like to get the names and 


addresses of the referees. 


Weatherly to Produce 
‘Little Show’ Versions 


For CBS-TV in the Fall 


Television adaptation of Dwight 
Deere Wiman’'s erstwhile “Little 
Show” revues has been scheduled 
for fall production on CBS-TV 

Tom Weatherly of Wiman’'s legit 
staff will produce and direct, with 
CBS collaborating with Wiman on 
the package. 

Half-hour program will follow 
closely the format of the legiters, 
last of which was staged on Broad- 
way in 1932. Six or seven prin- 
cipals will constitute the perma- 
nent cast, in addition to a _ six- 
girl line. One top-name_ guest 
will appear each week Original 
music and lyrics are to be penned 
for each show by various song- 
writers, with each program in addi- 
tion to feature one sketch from the 
stage productions. Lee Sherman 
will handle the choreography 

CBS plans to test the show via 
a closed-circuit audition within the 
next few weeks and then seek a 
sponsor. It may be slotted bi- 
weekly as an alternate to Arthur 
Schwartz's “Inside U.S.A. with 
Chevrolet.”’ pending the final de- 
cision of Jack Benny on whether 
he will agree to kinescoping a 


‘show for that time period, 


Arthur 


co-author of 


Schwartz, producer and 
the forthcoming “In- 
side USA with Chevrolet” show for 


that automotive sponsor (Camp- 
bell-Ewald), thinks he will estab- 
lish new standard when his 30- 
minute telerevue kicks off Sept. 29 
He just signed Peter Lind Hayes 
to star. Latter’s wife, Mary Healy, 
will probably work into the video 


series but, at the moment, she will 
be concerned with moving their 
effects to New York as Schwartz 
wants to do the entire 26 weeks 
east 

Apart from 
Blackton 
musicomedy 


such innovations as 
a foremost Broadway 
probably 


Jay 


maestro, 


batoning the show—the first time a 
name of his stature has been reg- 
ularly engaged for TV he will 
have 23 men as against the stand 
ard 13 or 14 musicians that the 
Milton Berle and Admiral shows 
utilized 

There will be a studio audience 
for comedy reflexes and applause 
but it will never be shown 


Sketches from a long line of past 


Broadway legit musicals, by How- 
ard Dietz, Corey Ford, Newman 
Levy, Moss Hart, J. P. McEvoy and 


others have already been cleared 
by Schwartz. Dietz will be the reg- 
ular songsmith for fresh tunes with 
Schwartz. Sam Taylor will write 
the regular continuity. A director 
is now being negotiated. 

Half-hour package is 
television’s costliest to date. fig- 
uring $20,000 weekly for talent 
and production, sans time. It starts 
off an alternate half-hour but 
goes every week commencing 
Jan. 1 at which time “Inside USA” 
shifts from its Thursday at 8:30 
slot to 9 p.m. In the meantime Ed 
Wynn holds down the Thursday- 
at-9 slot, but he will do it via kine- 
scope from Hollywood. Wynn de- 
buts the week after Schwartz, i.e. 
Oct. 6 

The idea of Jack Benny (Lucky 
Strike) doing the alternate half- 
hour TV shows on Thursdays to 
Schwartz's Chevrolet program is 
still an on-and-off proposition. Last 

(Continued on page 41) 


probably 


as 


Kilpatrick Decides On 
‘Fisht-to-Fight’ Policy 
On TVing Outdoor Bouts 


While through its 
forced absence, could not be 
blamed for the thin gate pulled 
by the Ezzard Charles-Gus Lesne- 
vich fight last Wednesday night 
(10) at Yankee Stadium, N. Y., the 


television, 


International Boxing Club  none- 
theless has decided to ban videa 
also from its Ray Robinson-Steve 
Belloise bout at the Stadium next 
Wednesday (24). According to 
Madison Sq. Garden Corp. prez. 
Gen. John Reed Kilpatrick, TV 


has not been ousted permanently 
from outdoor championship events, 
Rather, he said. ‘“‘we will make our 
decision from fight to fight.’ Gar- 
den co-stages the bouts with the 
IBC 

TV broadcasters had 
the Charles-Lesnevich fight as a 
test. If the fight failed to draw, 
they said, then it would be proved 
that TV, which had been banned, 
was not the culprit. But the fight 
promoters evidently figured other- 
wise. Bout grossed only $75.832, 
considered extremely weak. Gen. 
Kilpatrick attributed the thin gate 
to “weather and other factors” and 
not to video, but the ban on TV 
in next week's bout still holds. 

CBS, meanwhile, drew the as- 
signment to carry the Robinson- 
Belloise bout on radio, marking the 
first time in years that it has cov- 
ered a boxing match on AM. Cov- 
erage is part of its recently-signed 
pact with IBC and the Garden, un- 
der which it splits the outdoor 
championship fights with NBC. 
Ballantine’s will sponsor the pick- 
up, along with regular Wednesday 
night bouts to be carried by CBS 
on both AM and TV. Gillette will 
sponsor its share of the outdoor 
fights on NBC-AM and the Friday 
night bouts on both NBC-AM and 
TV. 


looked on 


‘ 
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A COUPLE OF JOES . 

With Joe Rosenfield, Joe Bushkin, 
Joan Barton, Tom Shirley 

Producer: Allan Kent 

Director: Bobby Doyle 

55 Mins.; Fri., 10:05 p.m. 

BLATZ 

WJZ-TV, N. Y. 

(Kastor, Farrell, Chesley, Clifford) 
Here’s a new and novel tele- 

vision show with enough of an 

original format to make it a prom- 

ising future contender. On the 

preem broadcast (12), though, the 

cast and crew got mired in what 

the biggest 


was probably 

lange of stunts yet attempted on 
TV Result was 55 minutes oi 
sporadic entertainment that was 
okav when it was working accord- 


ing to schedule but downright em- 
barrassing at other times. Show 
could also be trimmed profitably to 
a half-hour. 

Format basically is one of viewet 
participation, but with a number 


of new twists. Joe Rosenfield, all- 
night disk jockey on WOR-AM 
(N.Y.) and Joe Bushkin, jazz 


pianist, are the couple of Joes in 
question. With the help of vocal- 
ist Joan Barton, announcer Tom 
Shirlev, and a soulful-eyed hound 
used tor “atmosphere,” they offer 
the usual run of prizes for stunts 
and correct questions. Initial show 
teed off with a modified scavenger 
hunt in which viewers were asked 


MARY KAY AND JOHNNY 


son, announcer. 
Producer: Ernest Walling 
Writer: J. Stearns, Bud Nye 
Director: Joe Cavaliere 
30 Mins., Thurs., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining H 
IBC, from N. Y¥. 
“Mary Kay and Johnny,” popu- 


lar video domestic comedy, 
switched back from its quarter- 
hour setup to the original half- 
hour session it held last winter. 
In so doing, however, it has 


if Thursday’s (11) opener is an In- 
dication Whole airer was rather 
strained and obvious, to come off 
as vapid entertainment. 

Session concerned an uncle of 
Mary and Johnny’s, who was com- 
ing to New York to engage in a 
prizefight, and was going to use 
their apartment as headquarters 
because the “Y” was full up. Uncle 
Leland (played by Jack Davis) was 
a slightly overpowering gent, who 
insisted that Johnny live the aus- 
tere life he did, sans smokes and 
drink, and even got Johnny and 


Mary to do road work with him 
in getting into condition. On 
paper this may have read like 
funny business; on video it was 


weak Johnny’s objection to 
Uncle’s regimen occasioned one of 
the few good gags of the session, 


| KUKLA, FRAN AND OLLIE 

With, Mary Kay Stearns, Johnny With Burr Tillstrom, Fran Allison 
Stearns, Jack Davis; Jim Steven- Producer: Beulah Zachary 

Director: Lewis Gomavitz 

Musical director: Jack Fascinato 


RCA VICTOR 
NBC-TV, from Chicago 





to bring in such articles as a as when Johnny said: “I’m run 
burned-out light bulb or an 8-ball, qown and tired—and I want to 
and followed with contests such as gctay that way.” 


stump the 
If none 


But otherwise, it was pallid 
stuff, although Mary’s (Mrs. 
Johnny Stearns) breathless manner 


having viewers try to 
cast by phoning in songs. Ib 
of the performers could sing ot! 


play the tune, the viewer got a and Johnny's offhand approach 
prize et : gave the lines the most they could 
First guy to bring in one of the get, Bron. 


scavenger items got a polite brush- a 


off before the cameras and was es- : 
corted to a seat to await his prize. THROUGH KITCHEN WINDOW 
With Louise Winsiow 


Phone call idea was okay except 

that the songs, to be acceptable. Producer: Charles Ranallo 

must have been named in a recent, Director: Lucille Ryan 

list published by a trade maga-' 30 Mins.. Tues.-Thurs., 2 p.m. 

zine. Since many of those re- EAST OHIO GAS CO, 
WNBK, Cleveland 


quested were not on the list, Rosen- 
(Ketchum, MacLeod & Grove) 


field would not even name them, 
ic S J iled many view- Sei ‘ 

which must have riled WNBK makes its first regular 

mid-afternoon introduction with 


ers. Then, when Rosenfield at- 
’ . i on the > 4 
tempted to pment 9 Yee 8 well-turned-out 30-minutes of 


outside to spring a “Joe-Pot” ques-: 4 


tion. the lines were all tied up with , - : 
the incoming calls. Seems nobody ance of Louise Winslow, formerly 


had thought to provide another of New York. The entire demon- 
phone extension. Interspersed with stration is from a_specially-built 
it all were some okay tunes by studio at the East Ohio Gas Co., 
Bushkin and Miss Barton. and then brought to the station by 


Rosenfield’s personality pro- means of a coaxial cable, a half- 
jected well on TV but several block long. Construction and 
times he started to throw radio preparation of the studio were re- 
cues to his director. And. while ported to cost around $100,000. 


Miss Winslow’s debut (9) marked 
a show that will attract attention. 
Opening performance was a neat 
stint, with Miss Winslow handling 
commercials (gas company, 
stove and fixtures), as part of the 
overall 30-minutes, of program- 


it was not his fault that the show 
failed to come off as planned, he 
was too obviously embarrassed 
with the snafus. Bushkin played 
and sang amiably and Miss Bar- the 
ton, while thrushing okay, showed 
a tendency towards over-mugging. 
Shirley, on tap to toss in the Blatz ming. She tells her audience in 
commercials, also took part in advance that she’s already pre- 
answering the phone calls. Hound, pared much of the basic work in 
whimsically hamed J. P. Morgan. je; program to be: the baking of a 
waeged his tail at the right times. care and preparation of ham-rofled 
Program. when it could. showed asparagus Hier audience can 
signs of TV intimacy. With its write in for recipes. 
novel stunts and in view of the ““Gamera-work was excellent; two 
current giveaway fad, it could work Comeras bringing entire picture 
out into a good package. It's ob- into play and showing fine bit of 
viously going to need considerable preparation. Stage sets, built un- 
polishing, though. Stal. der direction of WNBK’s Jerry 
me Gentile. is attractive. Arrange- 
ment of fixtures and lighting is a 
credit to Gas Co.’s engineers. 
Mark. 


RIDER OF DREAMS 
With Karamu House Gilpin Play- 
ers, Peggy Davenport, William 
Collins, Lloyd Gentry, Nolan 
Bell 
Producer: Thomas I. Ford 
Director: Gerald Marans 
30 Mins., Mon., 10 p.m. 
WEWS, Cleveland 
The Scripps Howard station. first 
television outlet in this area, 
chalked up another first with the 
presentation of Ridgely Torrence’s saad . : 
* Rider of Dreams,” a story of Ne- This is a folksy series designed 
gro folkways. ’ to appeal to pet owners and animal 
And to portray the story, the lovers. Theme is a pet shop com- 
station called upon the Karamu Plete with live specimens of fish, 
House’s Gilpin Players, an out- flesh and fowl, wherein proprietor 
standing group of actors, who did Gail Compton shows how to take 
a job worthy of network note. This care of ailing pets; entertains a 
was the first call made upon the stream of visitors with pets; and 
Gilpin group and if Monday’s pres- picks an animal each week for a 
entation was any criterion, the sta- “heroism aw ard. 
tion should call on them steadily Only other regular cast member 
Peggy Davenport, as Lucy, car- is his eight-y ear-old daughter, Gay, 
ried her role of the conscientious. Who answers phone calls and per- 
hard-working wife, well: Llovd forms stooge jobs around the shop. 
Gentry, as Madison, the dreaming But neither Compton is a TV 
husband, handled his portrayal! Match for the animals appearing 
with a fine touch. William Co]- on the program. Such scene-steal- 
lins as the son, Booker, did much €!s aS wistful puppies, bored dogs 
to sparken the first scene. Nolan and greedy monkeys dominate the 


PET SHOP 

With Gail and Gay Compton 
Writer: Gail Compton 
Producer: Lou Cowan 
Director: Don Meier 

30 Mins., Thurs., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WNBQ, Chicago 


Bell, as Uncle William, rounded entertainment angle of “Pet Shop.” 
out the cast. Makeup could have rhere’s not much continuity to 
been improved, and there were the show, but it doesn’t need much. 


Camera- Camera work is the most important 


instances of over-acting. 
part as the lens catches the weary 


wise. the show lacked nothing. and 





scenery was well done. Mark expression of a dog being muzzled 
‘ and bandaged: a monkey warily 
snatching a tidbit from Compton: 

Schenectady — WRGB made a a flock of caged finches indignant 


over being disturbed and a trio of 
cute puppies with that “take me 
home, mister” look. 


special eight-hour daytime telecast 
Tuesday (16) from Adams, Mass.. 
where a farm was to be trans- ' 
formed from its old layout into a’ It’s a good show for kids and 
modern soil conservation field sys- adults. Some improvement could 
tem, as a feature of the Berkshire be made in the dialog, which gets 
Farmers Field Day. Bill Givens a littie tiresome at times. But on 
supervised the telecast. picked up the whole. “Pet Shop” looks like a 
by WRGB’'s new eight-tone mobile natural for a sponsor in the vet 
transmitter. food line. Mart. 


home economics under the guid-! 


30 Mins., Mon.-Fri., 6 p.m. (CDT) 





(J. Walter Thompson) 
Burr Tillstrom, with Fran Alli- | 


son, brought his collection of pup- 


pet characters back from vacation | 
for their new stint for RCA Vic- | 
tor, this time screening over NBC- 
TV from WNBQ instead of their | 
old stamping grounds, WBKB. | 


me- stretched its comedy a little thin, The vacation did Kukla, Ollie and | 


their pals a lot of good, because | 
the new series is sharper and fun- | 
nier than before. 

Opening week’s’ version used 
material picked up this summer, | 
ranging from sea shells to whaling | 
pageants. Dragon Ollie provided | 
most of the laughs with his whim- 
sical bedeviling of the rest of the 
cast. 

Format remains unchanged. Till- 
strom manipulates the puppets 
from below with a timely sense of 
movement, while Miss Allison pro- 
vides on-stage presence from her 
usual front-right position at an eye 
level with the characters. 

KFO should retain its large au- | 
dience of children and adults. In 
fact, judging from the first week; 
of programs, the show is more 
than ever an adult eye-catcher. 
Gags and situations are wholesome 
fun, and delivered with spontane- 
itv, plus enough good sense to 
tickle an elder’s funnybone. 

Camera work on _ show is still 
at a high level, and catches the 
antics of Kukla, Ollie, Beulah 
Witch, Madame Ooglepuss, Fletch- 
er Rabbit and Cecil Bill to good 
advantage. It’s still the same KFO 
show. funnier than ever. Mart. 


_ 





STOP! LOOK! LISTEN! 

With Bob Trout, moderator; Drs. 
Morton E. Seidenfeld, Robert 
J. Neville, Hart Van Riper 

Producer-director: Tom Ward 

15 Mins.; Sun, (14), 7:15 p. m. 

Sustaining 

NBC-TV, from N. Y. 


The brainchild of NBC staff pro- | 


ducer Tom Ward, this show 
emerged as a fine public service 
effort despite its lack of any of 


the accepted entertainment fac- | 
In face of the current polio | 


tors 


epidemic and the resultant hys- 





| 


teria on the part of many parents, | 


the program delved honestly into 
the symptoms and cure of the 
dread disease, holding interest if 


Below-Belt Video 


Television sank to pretty low depths, Monday night (15) when 0 
the NBC-TV “Meet the Press” video show, Maj. Gen. Patrick 7 
Hurley and I. F. Stone, columnist for the New York Compass en- 
gaged in a name-calling slugfest that practically broke i. = 
stanza and left the panel participants and viewers with mouths 
agape. 

"Hurley's crack at one point, calling on Stone to “go back te 
Jerusalem,” was considered not only off-base but entirely uncalled 
for. What precipitated the Hurley remark was his inference that 
Stone had called him a crook. 

The videocast, highlighted by a discussion of the recently-re. 
leased White Paper on China, was punctuated throughout by rancor 
and bitterness, with Hurley lashing into Stone as a follower of the 
Red line and working for a Leftist sheet. 

Things started humming in earnest when, at one point, Stone 
asked Hurley if he knew of any place Wlwre there were bigger 
crooks than in China. 

Hurley: “You asked me if I ever saw any bigger crooks?” 

Stone: “That’s what I asked you. Even in the oil fields of 
Texas or Oklahoma.” 

Hurley: “Okay, kid. Yessir. . 


- You go back to Jerusalem: 
I'll go back to the oil fields. : 


But if you don’t want to fight, don’t 





start it.” Rose, 
id PTESEPOPE © POPE EOE HHO SOE, 
Tele Follow-Up Comment } 
Ah AbD DADA AAA ee ee 0008 


Columnist Ed Sullivan returned a melodramatic kev with Nancy 


as emcee on CBS-TV’s “Toast of | 
the Town” Sunday night (14) after | 
a three-week vacation, headlining 
a sporadic talent layout. During the 
last few months before he left, Sul- 
livan had been gradually improv- 
ing in his video work but, while he 
tried to break through with some 
comedy Sunday night, it failed to 
come off. 

Talent lineup was marked by the 
fine work of Joe Laurel, a British 
pantomime comic, and the dull 
stint oftfilm actor Sonny Tufts. 
Laurel, one of the freshest vaudeo 
acts this year, started moderately 
with an eccentric dance but then 


|'socked across pantomimic imper- 


sonations of Chaplin and Laurel & 
Hardy. Tufts, brought up from the 
studio audience for an obviously- 
prepared skit, was practically 
tongue-tied. Despite his snafu of 
the act, the cameras were glued to 
him and Sullivan, while maestro 
Ray Bloch, only one of the three to 


elicit any laughs, was out of range. | 


Hazel Scott displayed her piano 
virtuosity with a couple of num- 
bers but her “Warsaw Concerto” 
played slightly overlong for TV. 
Hamilton Dancers, comprising two 


| girls and a man, were good in some 


onlv because of its subject. | 


With 
merely 
among three medico directors of 
the National Foundation for In- 
fantile Paralysis, it could have 
been presented just as effectively 
on AM. But Ward figured, and 
rightly so, that many televiewers 
might miss a. radio discussion and 
thus the TV program was a neces- 


the format consisting 


sity. Bob Trout. as moderator, fed 
the right questions to the three 
doctors and the answers, while 


they pulled no punches, must have 
done much to allay both the fears | 





and misconceptions of the audi- 
ence Stal. 
QUIZ-Q 

With Bill Mulvey, Louise Wood- 


ruff, Guests 
Director: Arnold Wilkes 
CAPEHART DEALERS 
WRGB-TV, Schenectady 
_ New program rates praise for 
ingenuity, but the format appears 
too ambitious or involved for a 
smooth 30-minute local telecast. It 
covers musical identifications — 
sung or played by live local artists 
—propounded to both studio con- 


| George DeWitt showed a pleasant | 
of a roundtable discussion | 





testants and home viewers, and the 
solution, by on-the-sceners, of a 
dramatic puzzler acted out. With 
plentitude of commercials, time 
segment is hardly sufficient. One 
mishap throws the running out of 
gear—as happened at start of last 
stanza seen. Longer rehearsals are 
possibly the answer. 

Murder mystery, neither a bad 
nor a brilliant piece of writing and 
acting. lost some punch when 
police inspector—played by David 
Kroman, of WGY—lacked time to 
explain where woman contestant 
coming closest to correct solution | 
missed. Interview with 13-year-old | 
voungster, here only a fortnight 
from Italy. was clipped after per- 
sonable youngster did a piano 
accordeon solo, for studio tabbing. | 


Final bit, featuring an excerpt | 
from “Samson and Delilah” by 
Dolores Harvey, 18-year-old A)-| 


bany Negro with a promising voice, | 
came off well. Audrey Ellis, who | 
won a singing contest at WPTR | 
guested previous week. "| 
_ Emcee Bili Mulvey, good-look- 
ing, ingratiating and easy, reeled 
off a solid if overlong midway 
commercial. Louise Woodruff 
didn’t have too much opportunity 
to show. Closeups were moderately 
clear; medium shots, less so. 
Camera should sweep studio audi- 
ence at least once. aco. 


|orch backed the acts well. 


impressionistic terping and Grace 
Drysdale put her puppets capably 
through some standard routines. 


comedy personality in some 
crooner impressions but his act was 
too similar to several others for 
top impact. Buddy Rogers, who 
subbed for Sullivan during the first 
week of the latter’s vacation, 
looked well when brought up from 
the audience for Sullivan’s some- 
what fulsome gratitude. 





Interesting attempt to answer 
VaRIETY’s contention that TV is 


Starved for cheesecake failed to 


pan out Saturday night (13) on 
‘Four Star Showcase,” hour-long 
vaudeo presentation on the N. Y. 
Daily News’ WPIX. Answer was 


to have been given in a leg con-| 


test, in which model Lola Montez 
and announcer John Tillman meas- 
ured the gams of a group of gals. 
But camera closeups of a single 
leg with the skirt hiked to the 
thigh made them look like an un- 
exciting piece of beef, no matter 
how nice the leg actually was. It 
might have been cheesecake but it 
was certainly not presented 
palatably. 

Cheesecake theme was carried 


throughout the show by WPIX pro-| 


gram chief Warren Wade, who pro- 
duced. VARIETY’s Page One, 
which carried the story last week, 
was blown up for a backdrop and 
all the femme acts were introduced 
as cheesecake specialists, although 


| the way théy were presented would 


not have scared 
busboy. Best of the acts was 
Rusty Arden, who scored with 
some neat impersonations of w.k. 
gal singers. Gail Meredith sang a 
couple of tunes acceptably and 
Dorothy Wenzel and the Albertas 


even a Lindy’s 


| handled the dancing chores okay. 


Norman Jensen, who has the regu- 
larly-scheduled “Mr. Magic” show 
on the Station, impressed with his 
legerdemain and the Jerry Jerome 
News’ 
upcoming Harvest Moon Ball was 
plugged through appearances of 


_ three groups of contestants. Wade’s 


production and direction by Clay 


|Yurdin were good. 





“Colgate Theatre” maintained its 


‘level of competence in staging “The 


Key in the Lock” Monday night 
(15). Play, written by Harold Gold- 
man and adapted by Jack Bent- 
kover, had a straightforward plot 
with a last-minute twist giving it 
a windup sock. Yarn involved a 
murder in which the ingenious as- 
Sassin traps himself by a slight slip 
of memory. Thesping was okay in 


Coleman standout as the distraught 
suspect. Although the story wag 
basically static, good direction im- 
parted some tension to the play, 
Settings were neatly arranged, 


Elliott Roosevelt is following in 
the latter day family tradition with 
his show business assignment ag 
emcee on “Broadway Spotlight” as 
replacement for the vacationing 
Dick Kollmar. His father, the late 
president, was probably the No, 1 
draw on radio for many years and 
his mother and sister constitute an 
|important discussion team on ABC, 
|In conjunction with his wife, ac- 
|tress Faye Emerson, Elliott Roose- 
ivelt does a passable job as co- 
conferencier. There are times 
when he kills the point of a story 


with a fluff, but generally he -is 
acceptable. 

At this early point in his show 
business career, Roosevelt has 


biz maxim “the 
Earlier in the 
bitten on the 
He was one of 
Joey Faye had a 
because of a pene- 
and Eric Thorsen 
sang despite an infection in his 
vocal chords. Two medicos were 
standing by in the wings. 

Despite these mishaps, show 
|Played comparatively well. Prod- 
ucer Martin Jones’ shifted the 
| Faye’s spot in the domestic skit to 
,Jack Gilford, because of his in- 
ability to move around. Thorsen 
/couldn’t put his full power into his 
‘rendition, but came _ off well, 
|although somewhat over-ballyed. 

Major guest was Jackie Robin- 
son, of the Brooklyn Dodgers, who 
was interviewed by a Negro ven- 
triloquist dummy. Candy Mont- 
gomery had a_ passable voice, 
dressed up with excellent lighting, 
and Margo Wade did well in her 
tap stint. 


learned the show 
show must go on.’ 
afternoon, he was 
face by a spider. 
three casualties. 
swollen arm 
cillin allergy, 





Conrad Thibaut, now permanent 
emcee on Jacques Fray’s “Musie 
Room,” provides considerable 
| dressing to this show. The essen- 
|tial charm of this layout has been 
| retained while drive has been 1n- 
'ereased. ‘Music Room” has under- 
| gone a slight change of format so 
| that program plays like a concert 
| varieties. Talent is still culled 
'from classical ranks while tunes 
‘and terps are aimed at the Red 
| Seal crowd. 
| Initial program under the new 
|format was well produced with 
| some excellent talent. Ann Ayars 
|registered with the Musetta ara 
‘from La Boheme.  Fredell Lack 
| showed some fiddle virtuosity, with 
a Smetana piece and a _ pair 0 
'dance teams, Nicolai, Paul & Sari 
‘and Powell & Walker, did some 
'tasty terps in the classical tradi- 
| tion. 
|. “Music Room” 
|terlude being a 
|a longhair twist. 
| type viewer that 
video these days. 


is a diverting In 
vaude show wit 
Show eaters to a 
gets little from 








| 


ABC-TV’s Exclusive On 
FitzPatrick Travelogs 


| ABC television has pacted for 
l exclusive video rights to James A. 
with a 13 


| FitzPatrick travelogs, 
week series set for launching 02 
‘the web’s four ow ned-and-operate 
stations early next month. Preem 
showing will mark the first poy 
into TV of FitzPatrick, who has | “ 
years released his one-re 
“Travel-Talks” through Metro. 

Deal also gives ABC rights " 
‘some privately-filmed foo tas 
which the producer is no\ lensing 
in Europe. 
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TIME magazine, not especially noted 


for patting backs, . . commented] that ‘7 





W hi (- 


prestige, programming and income WNEW 
is the Number One independent in the 
United States.’ VARIETY. . agrees), and 


adds| a hearty slap on the back.” 















































This is the 
Fifth VARIETY 
Showmanagement 
Award 

received by WNEW | 
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ETHEL BARRYMORE TRIBUTE | 


With Ethel Barrymore, President 


Truman, Mrs. Franklin D. Roose- | 


velt, Herbert Hoover, Charles 
Brackett, Katharine Hepburn, 
Lionel Barrymore, Ruth Gordon, 
Lucille Watson, Billie Burke, 
Elsie Janis, Alfred Lunt, Lynn 
Fontanne, Tallulah Bankhead, 
Somerset Maugham, Claudette 
Colbert, Arthur Hopkins, Greg- 
ory Peck, Katharine Cornell, 
Cary Grant, Bernard Baruch, 
Herbert Bayard Swope, Louis B. 
Mayer, Samuel Colt, John Barry- 
more Colt, Ethel Barrymore Colt 
Miglietta, John Drew Miglietta; 
Basil Adlam, conductor 

Wirector: Dwight Hauser 

25 Mins.; 11:05 p.m., Monday (15) 


Sustaining 
ABC, from Hollywood 


This tribute to Ethel Barrymore 
on her 70th birthday was an im- 
pressive broadcast, chiefly because 
the sentiment was generally kept 
within bounds. Perhaps only a 
Barrymore could have brought so 
many celebrated names to the ros- 
ter. At any rate, only a few top 
stars and personalities were miss- 
ing—undoubtedly because they 
could not be reached in time. 

Several things were notable 
about the 25-minute ceremony. As 
always, the professionals were more 
effective than the prominent non- 
pros. One of the most moving 
parts of varied lineup was when a 
seemingly endless array of stars 
spoke their names as “signers” of 
a “birthday card” to the actress. 
This device, first used so adroitly 
in the FDR eiection-eve broadcasts, 
was more moving than the some- 
what emotional, fonger statements 
of the participants. 

The clincher to the whole affair, 
of course, was the personal, rather 
private exchange of greetings be- 
tween the members of the Barry- 
more family—three generations of 
them. Besides brother Lionel, 
there were sons Samuel Colt, John 
Barrymore Colt, daughter Ethel 
Barrymore Colt Miglietta and 
grandson John Drew Miglietta. 

Miss Barrymore, understandably 
touched, directly addressed her 


grandson and the President, then 
said, “I’m afraid there is not time | 
enough left in my life for me to) 
thank you énough for this over-| 
whelming tribute. It’s far more. 
than I deserve, but, believe me,’ 
it’s not more than I can take to 
my heart.” | 

The tape-recorded program, 
which was still being put together 
up to air time, was made wherever 
the participating names could be 
located. Somerset Maugham, for 
instance, recorded his two spots In 
southern France, while others were 
made and sent from New York, 
Washington and various parts of 
the U.S. and England. Besides those 
listed in the credits above, there 
were several dozen top great and 
near-great “signers” of the “birth- 
day card.” As president of the 
Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences, which presented the 
tribute, Charles Brackett presided. 

Hobe. 


SPORTS HIGHLIGHTS 
With George Miller 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Sat., 6:15 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WPTR, Albany 

George Miller, who teamed on 
this program over WGY for two 
years and for a year on WPTR, is 
now singling. He is a capable 
sportscaster, with a smooth format, 
but like others hereabouts, relies 
too much on the teletype. Little 
commentary seems to be offered. 
It’s questionable, too, whether he 
isn’t over-stressing racing, flat and 
harness. Even the treatment of the 
turf is not individualized on “High- 
lights”; it’s chiefly a report of win- 
ners, odds and favorites. Baseball 
on show is covered too briefly. 

Miller divides his program into 
“columns,” each introduced by an 
announcer. He possesses a fairly 
resonant voice, and features a stac- 
cato delivery, occasionally too fast 


and driving but basically good. tion by a staff pianist helps to keep | forthcoming 
| Manner is alert; reading is sure; 


knowledge of sports, adequate. 
Jaco. 


GERMAN BROADCASTERS 
With Lou Frankel, moderator 
30 Mins.; Tues. (9), 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 

WFDR-FM, N. Y. 

From a trade news viewpoint, 
this interview with a trio of Ger- 
man broadcasters contained sev- 
eral items of interest. From a lis- 
tener viewpoint, however, this show 
missed an opportunity to probe into 
modern Germany and lacked gen- 
eral appeal. Participating on the 
show were Hanns-Peter Herz, news 
editor of RIAS (Radio In American 
Sector): Erich Oder, RIAS produc- 
tion manager, and Heinrich Weder- 
man of Radio Stuttgart. 

The number of radio stations on 
the air in Germany and the num- 
ber of hours each is on the air 
seemed to be of more importance 
than the type and content of Ger- 


man programming ,.in this inter- 
view. On the basis of this inter- 
view, nobody would have known 
that Germany came through the 


experience of nazism and defeat. 
One of the Germans mentioned 
that political satire was a popular 
form of airer in the Reich but there 
was no amplification. Also too 
lightly touched upon was the east- 
west conflict for control of the 
German airlanes. Herm. 
SINGING STORY TIME 
With Vicki Stevens 
Director: Jim Ramsey 
Writer: Robert Lewis 
15 Mins., Mon.-thru-Fri., 4:45 p. m. 
Sustaining 
WGN, Chicago 

Vicki Stevens aims at the three 


to eight year old age group in this | 


series based on the Kellogg Sing- 
ing Lady technique. Format uses 
animal stories set to music, and 
features the playing of a children’s 
record daily. 


Miss Stevens employs a sweet, | 
lilting tempo, | 


natural voice in a 
and tells her stories with anima- 
tion that should appeal to mop- 
pets. Timely musical interpreta- 


a lively pace. Program should put 


|its pint-sized listeners in an agree- | 


lable supper mood. Mart. 








A Dummy Becomes a KRNT 


Personality and 






I'm a dummy, I am. 
at that. 


town yell “Hey Bob!” 


a safety rule. 


FUN! 
cast every Saturday. 


towheads. 





of my doings. 


had responsibility. 


With the 





Ask a Katz Man to Tell You the Extraordinary 
Story of KRNT, the Register and Tribune Station 
With Its Tremendous Selling 
Power at Lowest - Cost - Per - Listener. First For 


in Des Moines... 
Fali — BUY KRNT! 


. man-sized one 
I cross streets against the lights 
... don’t pay no attention to nothin’... 
break all the traffic rules 
But just because of me the kids all over 
(Hey, Be on the 
Beam!) when they see some guy break 


Me and Bill Riley (He's a live guy, great 
with the kids, too) make a game of safety. 
We teach it the sugar-coated way — 
We put on a fun-session broad- 
Our Des Moines 
Safety Legion membership tops 10,000 


VARIETY Magazine said I got “respon- 
sibility to youth” and gave KRNT the 
Showmanagement plaque award because 
Sure made me proud] 
But shucks — I sorter felt all along I 
All us KRNT per- 
sonalities got responsibility to everybody, 
and because of that this station has won 
six national awards in four years. 


Us KRNT Personalities have to know 
showmanship and selling . . . don’t make 
no difference whether it’s 
service or merchandise. Guess that’s why 
everyone knows KRNT as “The Statiorr 
Fabulous Personalities and 
the Astronomical Hoopers.’ 








Wins the 


in the book. 









selling public 








































Inside Stuf—Radio 


Six dramatic radio shows, starring Norman Rose as narrator, t¢ 
released in September by Hadassah, the Women’s Zionist Organi A 
of America, will highlight the organization’s program of activities 
Israel. $ in 

Authors of individual scripts include Milton Robertson Theod 
Ward, Ernest Kinoy, Carl Green, and Florine Robinson, who superyicr’ 
the production for Hadassah. Actors and actresses starring in the s eee 
include Donald Buka, Adelaide Klein, Mary Patten. Butch riety 
Stephan Schnabel, Joe DeSantis and others. Jack Kuney, NBC Vell, 
ducer, is directing the shows. : - pro- 

Martin Block is due for a heavy tape-recordin’ schedule in Se xt 
ber. On Aug. 27, Block will head for Los Anzeles to record ie 
weeks of advance shows for the “Chesterfield Supper Club” with io 
Como and Hollywood guest stars. Shows are being taped to clear the 
way for the one-hour Chesterfield show to preem on TV this fa]j - 

While on the Coast, he’ll also tape his two-a-day “Make Believe B: ll 
room” stint on WNEW (NN. Y.) in addition to the weekly “International 
Make-Believe Ballroom” for the “Voice of America” program. Block’ 
son, Gene, who produces his shows, is going along. s 


FM Assn. Blasts. 
Radio Set Mfrs 


Washington, Aug. 164 

Refusal of manufacturers to 
build a variety of good FM sets 
for markets in which the medium 
provides’ the 


Circling the Kilocycles 


San Antonio — Charles Belfi, 
commercial manager of KYFM, | 
has been elected to the post of 
commander of the Adkins Lenoir 
Post 565 of the American Legion | 
for the coming year. He replaces 
Lynn Krueger, manager of the 
Majestic theatre. 


| Rapid City, S. D.—Rushmore 
Mutual Life has signed a four- 
year contract to sponsor Frederic 
W. Ziv’s “Wayne King Show” on 
KOTA. 





only Satisfactory 
broadcast service was characterized 
last week by the FM Assn. as a 
“public-be-damned” attitude. 


In a “call to arms” issued to FM 
broadcasters to awaken interest of 
manufacturers to produce sets, 
Edward L. Sellers, FMA executive 
|director, charged that receiver 
factories failed to carry out com- 
mitments to turn out sets as far 
back as 1947. For that year, he 
Community Chest ‘said, the Radio _ Manufacturers 
Drive in San Antonio. | Assn. estimated FM set output 
| would total 2,000,000 and requested 
FMA to drop a campaign with the 
slogan “Don’t Buy a Radio Without 


Cleveland—After sponsoring two 
10-minute newscasts andetwo five- 
minute newscasts for over 10 years 
over WTAM, Sohio announced can- 
cellation of the two five-minute 
shows at noon and 11 p.m. 





San Antonio—Alec Chesser, pro- 
gram director for KITE has been 
named Radio Director for the 


| 


| Detroit—The 70-voice chorus and 
vocal groups of WJR’s “Make Way wi 
for Youth” program originating in FM. : 
Detroit and fed to the CBS net- The manufacturers, said Sellers, 
work, returns to the air after a fell short of their 1947 schedule 
brief summer hiatus Saturday (20). by nearly 50°. “The excuse given 
Chorus is composed of Detroit then—that there wasn’t time to 
teenagers from a score of local| manufacture FM sets on a mass 
high schools. Lending professional production basis and that there 
support is the 24-piece WJR or-| was no market wouldn’t hold 
chestra conducted by Paul LaVoie. | water now.” he added. FM is now 
gaa available to more than 100,000,000 
people in 450 cities and in some 
areas exclusively, he said. 
Sellers posed the Jackpot ques- 
tion: Why have’ manufacturers 
refused to buiid a variety of good 
FM sets in quantity to supply these 
areas? “It can’t be anything but 
a ‘public be damned’ attitude by 
'some of the manufacturers,” he 
said, “when our study indicates 
that there are vast areas of the 
United States in which there is a 
(Continued on page 40) 


MPLS. FUND SHOW GETS 
10 AIRINGS SAME DAY 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
Saturation in broadcasting 4 





Manchester, N. H.—Edward F. 
Fitzgerald, commentator and con- 
ductor of the “Uncle Eddie” pro- 
gram on WMUR, has announced 
his candidacy for the Republican 
nomination for mayor of Man- 
chester. He is a Navy veteran and 
prominent in ex-service men’s or- 
ganizations. 





Kansas City—Eddie Edwards, 
producer for the Midland Broad- 
casting Co. celebrated his 20th 
year with the company last_Friday | 
(12). He began as a_ blackface | 
comedian and character actor, later 
becoming the’ popular “George 
Washington White” on the Brush 
Creek Follies. He’s been producer 
of the Follies for a number af 
years now. 





Des Moines—The second annual 


KRNT-Cubs baseball tryout camp’ fund-bid program was achieved 
and school got a statewide enroll-| With a vengence here Thursday 


(11) when 10 local radio stations 
broadcast same half-hour show at 
different times from 5 to 11 p.m. 
Show was “Hold High The 
Torch,” produced by University of 
Minnesota radio guild for Minne- 
sota American Legion, which is 
|campaigning for funds to pattle 


Louisville—J. .¢ heart disease. en 
director of OK ag ot gg geen In addition, transcription also 
pointed advertising director of the Went to some 25 outstate stations 
Atlanta Journal. Wynn will | Disk was cut at WCCO after live 


= | d at 
sume his post in Atlanta, Aug. 22.| Program was first presente 


Until a successor to Wynn is state Legion convention. 
named, Rodney Will of the WHAS. 
sales department will supervise | 
sales operations. 


ment of 1,200 for the biggest col- 
leetive showing of amateur base- 
ballers of the year. Through co- 
sponsorship of KRNT and the Chi- 
cago Cubs, a nine-day camp con- 
ducted the free training and tryout 
sessions daily for three age di- 
visions—9-12; 13-15 and 16-21. 





——7 
— 














San Antonio—‘Georgie Young’s 
Nite Owl Record Session” has’ 
made its debut here over KONO 
under the sponsorship of the 
Alamo Piano Co., and is heard each 
Saturday night at midnight. Miss 
Young is manager of the record 
department of the piano company. 








Chicago—WLS has signed Negro 
baritone Pruth McFarlin for month 
series on “Little Brown Church” 
show each Sunday. McFarlin is a 
polio victim who's been making 


appearances at local music festi- 
vals. \ 


M-G-M— 


"On an Island with You" 


THE CAMEL SHOW 
Every Friday Nite, $:30 D.8.T- 


Mat.: LOU CLAYTON | 


a 


























WHY MAKE IT DIFFICULT WHEN 
YOU CAN MAKE IT IMPOSSIBLE? 


" ~ in 
Hire a man with top show credit 


Is typleal‘'of many TY operations. Complete 


TV-Radio and Theater. Expert craftsmanship guaranteed. 
rom program analysis to gilt-edged lap dissolves. 


Let's Get Together . . . CO. 5-0905 
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ADOLPHE MENJOU 


‘‘MENJOU”’ NAME IS OPEN SESAME TO 
BIGGER AUDIENCES AT LOWER COST! 


The combination of the increasingly popular 
“Meet The Menjous”’ programming technique, 
plus the territic nation-wide acceptance for the 
big, box-office ““Menjou’’ name accounts for 
the instant success of this sensational program! 
Listeners are impressed with the glamour and 
magic of Adolphe Menjou and Verree Teasdale 
Menjou—regard them as America’s most 
happily married Hollywood couple—con- 
sistently tune in to them because they repre- 
sent today's most vital and charming sounding 
board of American folk, fact, and fancy, 


— 
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IT’S THE SENSATIONALLY SUCCESS- 
FUL ANSWER TO YOUR DEMAND 
FOR A HARDER-SELLING PROGRAM! 


Here's today’s most refreshing, most informal, 
most informative show! Here’s today’s new 
listening habit Meet The Menjous.’”’ It’s 
paying off for sponsors with bigger audiences, 
faster sales, greater profits -at lower cost! That 
the public prefers the new and exciting ‘Meet 
The Menjous”’ technique is evidenced by the 
instant and sensational success of this power- 
packed program wherever it is running! 
There's magic in the MENJOU name-—-sales 
magic that enables your sponsors to capitalize 
on their fame. The readily-recognized Menjou 
taces—publicized by powerful promotion on 
hundreds of great Hollywood movies lend 
themselves perfectly to hard-selling, localized 
campaigns that are hitting the jackpot for 
result-minded sponsors! 


THE CRITICS ARE UNANIMOUS 
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VERREE TEASDALE MENJOU 


Entertainin g 
Ouarter- Hour 


Show... ATA 
SURPRISINGLY 


LOW PRICE! 
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Schwerin's Tele Testing System 
To Be Unveiled for Trade Tomorro 


Detailed plans for a new system + 


of television audience measure- 
ment will be unveiled for the trade 
tomorrow (Thursday) by re- 
searcher Horace Schwerin and 
NBC Based on both on-the-air 
“home tests” and supplementary 
studio testing, the system is 
claimed to give prospective spon- 
sors a method to test program 
ideas in advance and current spon- 
sors a way Of testing elifectiveness 


of their shows and commercials 
Schwerin is to announce plans 
for use of his system by NBC and 


a group of national advertisers. 
NBC will utilize the _ testing 
initially next Wednesday night 


(24) on its “Believe It or Not” sus- 
tainer, in which 2,000 setowners in 


the N. Y. area will mark ballots 
distributed to them in advance. 
This test necessitates the super- 


imposition of small numbers on 
the picture, which will correspond 
with numbers on the ballot to cue 
the viewers. Through a split-sig- 
nal system worked out by NBC 
engineers, the numbers will be 
seen by N. Y. viewers only, despite 
the show’s being networked. 

Studio tests will comprise vot- 
ing by 300 viewers on a kinescope 
print of the show. Schwerin wi!l 
also reveal at the time his find- 
ings on characteristics of a tele 
audience, which reportedly show 
the lack of any so-called novelty 
factor, differences between set- 
owners and non-setowners and 
screen size. 





COMM’L RADIO MEETING 
UNDER WAY IN S. AFRICA 


Johannesburg, Aug. 9 


First full-scale meeting to dlis- 
cuss coming commercial radio pro- 
srams in South Africa was held in 
Johannesburg yesterday 8 and 
vi attended by ‘C” program 
managers from Johannesburg, 
Cape Town and Durban, under 
chairmanship of Gideon Roos, di- 
rector general of South Africa 
Broadcasting Corp. 

Date of commencement of the 


commercials hasn’t yet been fixed, 
Roos reported, as this was depend- 
ent on the arrival of necessary 
equipment which had been ordered 
last year. A big obstacle was the 
staff shortage, and the obtaining 
of additional personnel for all de- 
partments was being attended to. 

Roos pointed out that the 
mercial network wouldn’t be a 
separate organization, but an in- 
tegral part of the whole SABC. 
Its staff would pool their activities 
with the staff at present working 


on the “A” and “B” programs. 
The search for programs and 
talent is going on. It is admitted 


that the high standard of broad- 
casts from Lourenco Marques has 
sold the idea of commercial radio 
to a large number of prospective 
sponsors, provided the right pro- 
grams can be found for them. 
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ty—presented by The Avtomo- 
tive Safety Foundation—for an 
all-out contribution to safety, im- 
pressive on all counts . the 
amount of air time, size of audi- 


ence reached, quality and 






National Safety 





Award—for exceptional serv- 
ice given safety through 
accident prevention 


activities. 


first in 

Detroit in 
Public Service 
Programs 







The Alfred P. Sloan 
Award for Highway Safe- 








variety of features. 






The 
Thirteenth American 
Exhibition of Educational 
Radio Programs Award —for 
“Twenty Four Hours Under Com- 
munism'’—an original program 
approach to an important subject, 
difficult to carry with impact to 
the mass audience; effectively 
written and convincingly pro- 
duced; an excellent ex- 
ample of ‘shock’ 

technique. 


















Interest 


All through its 29 years 
of existence, WWJ has 
prided itself on service 
to the community. Ta 
a great extent, this is why 
WHJ today enjoys the com- 
munity-confidence so bene- 
ficial to its advertisers. 


FM—CHANNEL 246—97.1 MEGACYCLES 


Basic NBC Affiliote 


FIRST IN DETROIT... Owned and Operated by THE DETROIT NEWs 
Notional Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 
Associate Television Siction WW4I-TY 


com- | 


' Nick 


Gilbert’s Interviews 


Dick Gilbert, KTYL (Phoenix) 
disk jockey, flies west today (17) 


after a hectic 10-day stay at the) 


Waldorf during which _he tape- 
recorded more than 40 interviews 


|with platter personalities for use 


on his daily 12-3 p.m. pancake pa- 


rade. Among those interviewed by 
Gilbert are Xavier Cugat, Perry 
Como, Evelyn Knight, Frankie 
Laine, Vaughn Monroe, Bill Law- 
rence, Freddy Martin, Jerry 
Wayne and Tex Beneke. 


Highlight of Gilbert’s eastern 
visit was a 10-minute private talk 


with President Truman in_ the 
White House last Thursday (11 ), 
during which he invited the Presi- 


dent to be guest of honor at the 
Javcee’s (Junior Chamber of Com- 


merce ) 18th Annual World’s 
Championship Rodeo in Phoenix 
next April. The President said 


he'd like that. 


Sheaffer Pen's 
Sports Package 


“This: Week in Sports,” weekly 
15-minute film roundup of the na- 
tion’s top sports events packaged 
by Telenews-INS, has been sold to 
Sheaffer Pens. Series tees off Sept 
21 on a nine-station basic network 
out of N. Y. with highlights of the 
week’s college and_ professional 
football games. 
count is W. Biggie Levin. 

Besides N. Y., 





seen in Boston, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Baltimore, Buffalo, 
_Cleveland, Detroit and Chicago, 
with additional markets available 


to the sponsor during the tenure of 
the contract. Reel is also being of- 
fered to open station markets for 
local sales, with some 20 of them 
already committing themselves for 
the show. Reel is completely 
voiced and scored. 


Telenews-INS this week also set 


several more contracts for its daily 
and weekly newsreel, which is now 
in more than 30 TV market areas. 
KSD-TYV, St. Louis, is taking the 
daily reel and WBEN-TV, Buffalo, 
has pacted with the Manufacturers 
and Traders Trust Co. for the 
weekly edition. WMBR-TV, Jack- 
sonville, which goes on the air this 
month, will run both the daily and 
weekly editions. 





Color Demonstrations 
Due Today in D.C. as CBS 
Airs Hosp Operations 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
The stage is set for CBS color 
demonstrations here tomorrow 
(Wed) at which FCC’ers and 
lother prominent Washingtonians 


|are to observe coloreasts of surgi- | 


cal operations from Johns Hopkins 


hospital in Baltimore. Special re-| 


installed at the 
Guard Armory. 


ceivers are to be 
District National 
Arrangements are being handled 
by Smith, Kline & French Labs., 
pharmaceutical manufacturers. 

The tests are being conducted 
by WMAR-TV in Baltimore, with 
WMAL-TV in Washington, which 
will pick up the broadcasts, co- 
operating. If successful, permis- 
sion will be sought for similar 
demonstrations here in December 
at meetings of the American Medi- 
cal Assn. 

The demonstrations will con- 
tinue for three days during periods 
when the stations are not on regu- 
lar schedule. The data will be 
considered at Commission hear- 
ings beginning Sept. 26 to receive 
color proposals. 


Gunther’s Balto. Show 


. Baltimore, Aug. 16. 
Brewing Co. bowed 





Gunther 


‘into video yesterday (Mon.) with 


a 60-minute across-the-board 
sports show on WAAM-TV with 
Campofreda, former pro 
wrestling star, as emcee. Start- 


ing in September, the show will 
also be piped to WTTG-TV in 
Washington. 


Hour show features racing and 
baseball results together with in- 


terviews with top sports celebs. 
Ezzard Charles, NBA boxing 
champ, guested on the _ preem. 


Ruthrauff & Ryan is the agency. 





Columbus—Robert D. Thomas. 
national sales chief for WBNS 
since 1939, resigned last week to 
take over as sales manager of 
WBNS-TYV, Coiumbus Dispatch sta- 
tion, due on the air here Oct. 1, 


Agency on the ac- 


the show will be 


grass in place of painted back- 
drops. Ultimate result will be the | 
realization of depth in the video | 
image in place of the flatness ob- T 
| tained from painted backdrops and v 


Inside Television 


“Howdy Doody,” NBC-TV’s puppet star, will be given a mass promo 
tion campaign during the next few months to ballyhoo both the ia 
and new tie-in merchandise slated to hit the market in time for Christ. 
mas. Campaign is being worked out jointly by NBC and Martin Stone 
Associates, which controls the H-D package. Characters from the 
show will do a triple Thanksgiving Day parade spread, being teitiinea 
in the Macy’s procession in N. Y., Bamberger’s in Newark and Gimbet’ 
in Philadelphia. In addition, the puppet character itself wit] ny 
a personal appearance tour of Boston, Buffalo, Baltimore Washington 
and St. Louis, in which Stone and NBC plan to repeat the 
technique used last spring to promote H-D in Chicago. 
Smith. under the system, will be seen on one-half the 
N. Y., while Howdy will take over the other half from another city 

First 15 minutes of the half-hour, across-the-board show are stil] 
open for sponsorship but Stone Is confident they'll be sold out by fall 
Among the new items slated for merchandising are wrist watches. 
comic books, record albums, musical chairs, etc. , 


Split-screey 
Emcee Bob 
screen from 


Two video shows this past week focused audience attention on the 
lead story in the Wednesday (10) issue of Variety. Yarn, citing the 
shortage of cheesecake on TV, was the impetus for Robert Q. Lewis 
giving television viewers a gander at his gams. Substituting for Arthur 
Godfrey on the “Arthur Godfrey and Friends” show over CBS-Ty last 
Wednesday (10), Lewis had the cameras spotlight the Page One story 
while he rolled up his pants to provide the audience with some leg art, 
“Four Star Showcase,” for its broadcast over WPIX Saturday (13) 
used the front page yarn as the backdrop for its entire show. Program 
followed a variety format, but interjected additional glamour via a leg 
contest, which brought into view a galaxy of undraped stems. y 

Further response to the story was evidenced by Dwight Deere 
Wiman’s proposal to use a line of six lookers in his tele adaptation of 
the “Little Show” revues, set for CBS-TV this fall. Topper, however, 
was Eagle Lion’s followup of the yarn. Company, unable to resist the 
tie-in possibilities, sent Variety an edible cheesecake from Lindy’s, 
An attached photo of EL starlet, Barbara Payton, also in the cheesecake 
groove, accompanied the delicacy. 


R&H Beer has come up with one of the most unusual commercials 
on television in its bankrolling of the Monday night boxing matches 
from Coney Island's Velodrome via the N. Y. Daily News’ WPIx, 
Brewery for some time has used one of ad impresario Douglas Leigh’s 
blimps to fly over the metropolitan N. Y. area advertising its product, 
On Monday nights the blimp hovers over the Velodrome. 

Whenever a plug is to be inserted into the tele show, the camera, 
equipped with a telephoto lens, has only to pan up to the blimp to pick 
up the beer’s ad message on a moving electric tape, while announcer 
Jack McCarthy talks about the product. One of the best factors of the 
plug is that it costs the sponsor no additional money—not even a slide 
has to be prepared. Message can be seen clearly on video screens, 


Brandt theatre circuit in N. Y. has tied in with the Scheck-Dahlman 
package agency for.a new series of television shows titled “Telefinds,” 
which preems Sept. 5 on WCBS-TV (N. Y.) in the 11 to 11:30 pm, 
period. Winners of amateur contests staged in various Brandt nabe 
houses are to be spotlighted on the program before talent agents and 
bookers and will thus have a chance to sign with them 

Series, which is to be aired initially in N. Y. only, will be sponsored 
by Winston Television on a 26-week deal. Albert Black is to be asso- 
ciated with the package outfit in the production. Agency for Winston 
is Sternfeld-Godley. 


Talent costs on Frank Veloz’ weekly television program over KNBH 
on the Coast are being handled by the dancer. Veloz hands out pers 
sonal checks each week to a six-piece orch plus any guests he may 
spot on show. KNBH, meanwhile, supplies only the production knows 
how, technicians, backdrops and schedule time for beamer. Setup is 
simple. KNBH wanted the Veloz type program for summer scheduling 
but couldn't afford the tab. Hence an arrangement was worked out 
whereby station would open up the time and Veloz would handle all 
talent costs pending sale of show by NBC outlet. 


—— 


Chas. Glett Shaking Up | Patiana’e? Hew Fesead 


' ’ | “Tales of Fatima” on CBS is 
Things at L.A. S KTSL getting a change in format start- 
Hollywood, Aug. 16. ing Aug. 27, with Basil Rathbone 

Charles Glett, who took over bowing out as the star of the week- 
veepee post in charge of television ly Saturday night series. Instead, 
for Don Lee 10 weeks ago, has be- Rathbone will be heard as emcee 


gun putting into effect his reor- only. ; : 
ganizational plans for KTSL. Glett Revised format will spotlight 
has effected a change in station’s top pix personalities, with John 


lighting and backdrops and will 
instigate a_ staff reorganization ei 
within the next month. | A SINGING ACT PAR EXCELLENCE. .Variely 
Glett has brought motion pic- 
ture lighting to the Don Lee out- | 
let making the station the second | 
in the country to do away with flat 
lighting. KILAC-TV has been us- 
ing motion picture technique since 
it went on the air 11 months ago. 
Outlet is also putting into use | 
“live” sets, utilizing real tree and 


Garfield inked in for the kickoff. 



































overhead light banks. 


Philco’s New TY Plant 


Sandusky, O., Aug. 16. 

Philco Corp. has opened a new 
$1,500,000 plant in Sandusky, de- | 
voted exclusively to the manufac- 
ture of television sets, bringing the 
weekly production capacity of the | 
firm to 18,500 units. | 

In dollars, this will represent 
about three times the money value 
of the 50,000 radio sets per week 
Which Phileo is producting. 


CHICAGO 


Modernaires, four guys 
and a gal, tee off with sock 
“Here We Are in Chicago. 
Interspersing of comedics 
with their slick vocaling and 
clever arrangements, find 
quintet clicking all the way. 


Variety Weekly 
Returning August 29 . 
"SOUPS 


| & 
| “CLUB 15° 
|| C.B.S. Coast-to-Coast 








Boston—Coverage of the Na- 
tional Tennis Doubles Tournament, | 
at Longwood Cricket Club, Brook- 


line, will be carried by Hub’s ABC 
Station WCOP. Northeastern Dis- 
tributors, Inc. will pick up the tab 
to plug their Zenith-FM radios. ij 
Broadcasts skedded for Aug .20 
and 21 
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rs 
dio Still 
g, Radio Still. 
DM0- 9 e 
ce In Govt Gni 
rist. | 
A 
i Montevideo, Aug. 9. 
Pie Although the Assn. of Argentine 
ae Broadcasters has officially denied 
Hh that any censorship trouble has 
' : arisen in Buenos Aires over broad- 
ia casts to the U. S. by North Ameri- | 
"en stati ] j } 
Bob can correspondents ag seme eae | 
Argentina, it Is a widely known act | 
_— that facilities for such broadcasts | 
have not been forthéoming with | 
still the same ease as before Argentina | 
fall. herself started “Voice of Argen-| 
hes, tina” transmissions over the Argen- | 
tine shortwave channels. 

The Broadcasters Assn., however, 
the also made a statement to the effect 
the that the networks in Argentina are 

eats run by free commercial enterprise 
th > and are not under state control. 
ne This statement has caused consider- 
hes able eyebrow-raising in Latin- 





rica, as it is only too well 
ar nv that the entire Argentine 
ram network system is controlled, if not 
! leg owned, by people very close to the 
% government. 
eere Anyone tuning in on the Argen- 


n of tine state radio outlet, LRA, which 
ver is the only one officially recognized | §: 


as being government-owned, can 











the get a load of the form censorship 
dy’s, takes in Argentina. Throughout 
cake the past fortnight the airer has 
been broadcasting every 20 minutes 
charges against the biggest of Ar- 
cials gentina’s daily newspapers, La 
ches Prensa, accusing the paper’s own- 
PIX, ers of being in foreign pay and tied | 
igh’s to the “capitalists of Wall Street.” 
luct, La Prensa and La Nacion are prac- 
tically the two only independent 
era, dailies left in Buenos Aires and do 
pick not hesitate to say in what way 
neer they are in disagreement with gov- 
the ernment policies. If these two 
slide papers have been allowed to con- 
, tinue in existence, it is only be- 
eause their prestige throughout the 
man world is so great that their dis- 
ds.” appearance vould cause too much 
ke of a stir among United Nations 
p.m, ; 
sabe circles. 
and Advertisers Bullied 
Currently at this time of the 
ored year large-scale advertisers in Bu- 
1SSO¢ enos Aires start setting up their 
ston budgets for the next year and book- 


ing time for their programs on the 
major networks. Some of these ad- 
\BH vertisers are now discovering that 
the only way in which they will be 





Law able to get time is to switch their 
sate accounts—-for all advertising pur- 
p is poses—to a recently formed local 
ling agency, which has an inside track 
oak at Government House and is there- 
. all fore believed to be part-owned by 


members of the various Secretari- 
ats. If any advertiser refused to 
hire the ayency in question, it could 

lead to some unpleasant develop- 
it ments when exchange permits are 
needed for imports of raw mate- 








fone rials, or other similar contacts with 

oon bureaucracy. 

eeke That there is good coin to be 

ool made in the publishing and adver- | 
ncee tising biz in Argentina in these in- | 


flationary times is shown by the 
fact that the Editorial Haynes 
group, which changed hands in No- 
vember of last year, and is now 
Owned by a company of which Se- 
hora de Peron is a member, had a 
turnover during the past financial 
year of nearly $2,000,000 (U.S.), al- 
most double that of last year. The | 
Haynes setup included Argentina’s | 


major commercial network, Radio | 
undo. 





The Belgrano radio network, | 
which is now installed in the base- | 
ment floors of the deluxe Alvear | 
Palace hotel in Buenos Aires, teed | 
off this week (7) with film exhibi- | 
tions in its 800-seat auditorium. | 

€ Belgrano auditorium is used 
for audience participation broad- 
Casts, pix and vaudeville, giving the 
Web’s talent a chance to try out in 
Personal appearances. 


_— 





Ovaltine’s 9th Time Around | 
Chicago, Aug. 16. | 
| 





Ovaltine has inked a renewal of 
uals “Captain Midnight” for 
Ser oY consecutive year, starting | 
ym tage when the kid thriller will | 
sen - its time period to 30 min-| | =: Res ras = 
lets or airing over 160 MBS out-| |. = fed with the 2 

» | Reiko ot Rt: Se 
Chi-originated package with Ed); | = CINGINNAT! POST BS 





entiss and Angelyn Orr is hand- | 


by Hill-Bl . 
Wander Co. — agency for 




















Minneapolis—C : J | Ee 
i dan in 
Piano-and-song orinne Jor 

" program has re- sy 
wed to KSTP for ninth season " C P 0 TV , 0 | 
” 1615 ne sponsor, broadcasting at — rae 
) ine P.m. Sundays for 15 minutes. 
~~ Miss. ee meg mattress company, 

88 Jorda 1 

and dreamy, eeps her stuff quiet, 
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000 or 180% over the 1948 esti- 
mate of $10,000,000. 


“It is antici- | 
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flying to San Francisco today (16) 
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——_— being selected and other engineer- | ADMIR AL’S 357 HIKE 
's Flock of Repacts; WPIX it tthe provision of tanscone| 
C toward the provision of tr - . IN TV SET 0 
DuMont's Hock of Repacts; Dept. of. Commerce | vst provision. | UPI 
‘ Continued from page 32 comme} Replying es —— ng pie Chicago, Aug. 16 
: i ilities do not utiliz P a oe 
: Ne W Tele B 7: Spenen Se yee abme bandwidth of TV broadcast | Admiral Corp. has joined the 
hs alr er tuned to certain of the major |,, ission, Bell explained that | bullish side of the TV market by 
; | adi tati oer <9 which provides 2.7mc | increasing its tele production set. 
: sor | radio stations. its cog , > 35%, with no correc 
. ; ms Nov. 7, the firm will sponsor | : ha Oe " : veloped. before | UP Oy espondin 
Dadient Labt Ses seneses See Saat tim announcements weekly.| “It must be kept in mind, said | enews ati telephone cutback in radio. Plant facilitie: ta 
sorship of the “Morey Amsterdam “WXYZ-TV Detroit, which has| the report, “that television’s com- | the pd it has made these facili- | NOW can turn out 13,500 sets per Tl 
Show” on the DuMont web for an- telecast “State Fairgrounds racing | bination of moving pictures, sound and tha Pan "he meet the rapid) week, instead of the former 10,000 pe 
other 13 weeks, with the half-hour | 4); summer, has jumped—with the | and immediacy produces an im-| ol ral cides | Addition figure was accom. - 
ogram continuing in the Thurs- closing of the Fairgrounds—to De-| pact Sat SELENE WlevERER 68 Bn | ReneS © plished by enlarging production b 
page ris Bu-. troit’ » Hazel Park. Sponsors | advertising medium into the realm line facilities in the Chi slant € 
; at 9 slo6t. Agency is Bu- troit’s new Ha etal . | » and 
7 a SS oe. Ae are the Automobile Dealers Assn. | of personal sales solicitation. Tele- . switching the Harvard, Il, Plant fo 
chanan. aces will be telecast twice weekly, | vision with its power of demonstra- to sole TV manufacturing th 
~ ‘ " ass 8. Prey 
WABD, key outlet of the DuMont Wednesday and Saturday. Busl-| tion and persuasion carries the sel- Ross Siragusa, Jr. is aiming for a to 
network, repacted for 13 weeks ness placed through William Love- ling process far closer to ae Continued from page 29 Sam! 60,000 production total Per month, co 
‘hevrole salers’ thrice-weekly less agency. .,/completition than does any othe ' ne ape It was indicated that sales facilitj 
eairegige . on CG: mpbell-Ewald E & B Brewing Co. of Detroit medium. Television makes the will be on hand when the pocangaors will he inecenetd shectly ie — pa 
spots — ‘ane ae signed has renewed sponsorship of wrest- home the location of the point-of- | starts and be helpful in a Rew 4 to match the added output, 
—. ame & Gamble through ling matches telecast by WXYZ-' caje presentation and reduces fol- | possible. The only thing they ca pe 
8 "Bowles, for. a once- TV. Contract runs 13 weeks. Busi- low-up personal selling to a dois run for coffee. a alec ie sh 
weekly minute spot on a 52-week ness placed through W. B. Doner minimum.” Also, the NBC staffers a | 10 
ae ‘and with Inkograph Co. for & Co. Based solely on the number of | cautioned on dropping the atti ms om FM Assn. oS 
two one-minute spots weekly.| _Kaiser-Fraser Motor Co., through sets in use, said the report, tele-| that agency directors are or on ae B: 
Agency for the latter account is Weintraub epee, Me hg nn te vision. rates are high but in terms | Jopers, and yg not to —_— Continued from page 3¢ ——' = 
S. R. Leon. spots weekly on “’v, “© of its additional impact as an ad- | them as dopes. e nice, cu 3 finite need and demand for Fy. in 
Two new advertisers signed for troit, for 13 weeks. vertising medium the present costs the agency reps and make them pag of good quality. FM ge 
a series of spots this week on the United Detroit Theatres  pur- appear reasonable to the majority | your friend,” is the new credo. . “It’s no longer a question of co 
N. Y. Daily News’ WPIX. TWA, | chased six spots on WXYZ-TV, De- of ‘advertisers. Time charges will|” The NBC sales staff, likewise, is markets.” he continued “The se 
through BBD&O, signed a 13-week: troit, Aug. 7 through 13 to promote probably continue upward for some | being pepped up on this approach, arkets I am talking about ar » 
deal for twice-weekly announce- opening of “Mighty Joe Young , lwith the warm, human touch— | Ma me ai preg Bice ur 
nts, ¢ les Biscuit C <O) -- Cee al -eforth to | not covered by AM, and TY is a 
ONS, BOM Waaeee, Saneue viet ele leal in| i they've been told renee 3m ith long way off. Why isn’t the law he 
through Calkins & Holden, pactec -Columbus Chevrolet dealers in | characterize their relationship with ay i he 
for a weekly 20-second plug. Chev- sionactane deal with station and 14 TV-Less States Pees agency men. They're to help of normal supply and demand D 
rolet Dealers also renewed its spot yniversity signed to sponsor tele- Washing 1 16 mask t any problems confronting | applied to FM by the manufactur. I 
: re rages (tha , ‘ a ashington, Aug. 16. work out any proble oe : Fig » seal P 
contract for an additional 13 weeks vising of five home football games A television map of the U:S. the agencies—“but remember, no | ers? A few are doing a profitable , 
on WPIX. of the Ohio State University Buck- ‘ a a a tote » a6 ge business in trying to supply the si 
P : ; . : ; accompanying last week's ultimatums. Poe : ‘for FM receivers | 
WAAM, Baltimore indie station, eyes over WLW-C. , public need for FM receivers, but st 
signed with three new spot adver-  WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee, reported} Commerce a. 7 ae | the great majority appear to be rr 
tisers including Weston Biscuit, sponsors for two shows in Samson's video's ac vertising " Pp , ; serving interest alien to the pub- D: 
Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & Good Housekeeping Shops bank- | shows 41 gol oe heres: | FCC ‘Hands Off lic.” | Hi: 
Power Co., and the Baltimore Chev- rolling the 15 min. “Puppet’s Pay- | in operation ane ~ * . sh oe | Sellers cited a new FM-AM cove sa 
rolet Dealers. yo oe Rona w eta gtd pong nr ay ets are u a Continued from page 29 amma! erage study by Caldwell-Clements, - 
selecti ‘thoice one-minute and Milwaukee Sewing Machine er cons . ee ; . Now Mork publishers. in-use 
film spots on WEIL-TV, Philly, fea- Co. sponsoring the Nancy Fritz) The map shows 14 states in | authority may be vested in us with ret that piel three-fourths: of or 
tures a new campaign by Kaiser-| Charm Class_ through Dayton, | which there are no television | respect to it.’ ithe U. S. population is within the G: 
Frazer Corp. to boost sales of its Johnson & Hacker agency. Both| authorizations. They are New He said that in areas where the primary range of one or more FM 
new “Traveler. For 10 sisee, ome conitain ae 12 SeeSe. | Hampshire, Maine, Vermont, | sale of liquor is prohibited by law, stations day and night and that in 
: — ee =| South Carolina, Arkansas, j such advertising would not be in | 90°. tes FM is providing seter 
Mississippi, Kansas, North and | the public interest “since adher- reception and coverage than AM, 
South Dakota, Montana, eo l ence to the laws of the state in Tene shehan tuetela Mon York, be 
i@ rado, Wyoming, Idaho and | which a station is located .. . eg | meet alifornia, Ohi Al 
- | aoe ae ennsylvania, California, io, 
SIR THOMAS BEECHAM Nevada. |an important aspect of operation in Michigan, Wisconsin, Virginia, CI 
_ Because it will probably be | the public interest. Obviously, the West Virginia, Tennessee, Resth fo 
BLES ' 7 six months before cine mg same is true with respect to those | Gaiolina. Georgia, Florida, Alae ac 
: 2 authorizations poi page nn |areas where advertising of alco- bama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Ars s 
o pte es ay Meade: hetere |holic beverages is prohibited by kansas, Nevada, Maine, Vermont ex 
pe are! ' law |and New Hamshire 
« 4 ‘ 2c rj ave | cf ‘ ; . . Be’ 
Th | mb i Personality no he ye a | “Where there are no laws pro-| jy addition, the study showed “< 
e u er gies we aly > gh amas ro -  |hibiting such sale or advertising, FM giving equal coverage to AM : 
4 ° ers. gp cc . se “0 |the problem raised by such pro- in Ilinois, Indiana, New Jersey, ag 
y In the World of Music eo. Seal al K ote |grams and advertising are the same | yjassachusetts, Delaware, Rhode in 
° e ae co ee as those raised by any other pre | jsjand and Connecticut. " 
Jockies the Disks! eee part of the population fon —_ gag nor coat a ap-| Thus, within the short oe m 
I i al to the radio audience. ‘four postwar years, sai ellers, 
border stations. In seven ee. : re . P Ov 
. ve iad : ati. Citing a 1946 ruling rejecting a FM is covering as much of the 
in a SERIES of TRANSCRIBED PROGRAMS ... seetes enna. $5 et anal Pree of the Rev. Sam Morris, | country as AM after 30 years. And, 
' 'a Baptist preacher, to deny license he added, “FM is doing the job 
Each a Brilliant Hour ’ : ; /renewal to KRLD, Dallas, which | with 740 stations, whereas AM has 
of time, it predicted, but “the increaS- was carrying beer and wine copy, more than 2,000 outlets. 
: ' . ing popularity of television even- Walker said the Commission’s pol- | Sellers carried an appeal to FM ti 
Witty Talk and Fine Music tually will result in a downward icy jg that the broadcaster must ‘broadcasters to aggressively spon- U 
trend in cost per set installed. 'be responsive to the community sor the slogan, gg ~~ meh z 
‘ 180% Hike In Billings feeling about such advertising. Radio. Be Sure Your Nex , 
RECORDED BY THE WORLD’S OUTSTANDING pie ee oe Rodi, Be Sure Your Next txt b 
ORCHESTRAS sponsored programs, the report to 
estimated total time expenditures | Red Scare Indianapolis—Gene _Starbecker, st 
and Personally Selected by Sir Thomas for This Series for 1949 will approximate $28,000,- | staff producer at WFBM-TV here, D 




































































'to confer with Lionel Hampton E 
, 9 8 . : > ; ; , wt +] i tly ( 
t Stars pated,” it declared, that time pur- | Besides fearing that any prospec- | about appearing on his recen 
Informal Anecdotes Gues chase “will céntinue its remarkable |tive sponsors would steer clear of inaugurated program, Sepia, von . 
) di es f growth during 1950.” /a program on which a suspected | studio-produced musical telecas . 
Informative Commentary Outstan ing Figures © The report found that in many | Communist had worked, they are by WFBM-TV. a s 
: of e cases television commercials failed | also wary of stirring up any indus- | as 
Behind the Scenes Stories. Music, Theatre and Screen to utilize the potentialities of the | try-wide trouble with so-called spy- . 
medium. “Both the advertisers and | hunters. They realize such a pos- st 
the agencies share in the respon- | sibility may be remote at this time, T 
“SIR THOMAS BEECHAM TURNS THE TABLES!” sibility for this shortcoming,” it | but also remember the black eye m™ 
“] Said. It blamed the situation to given the film industry by the in 
. : thinking in terms of the printed or House un-American Activities Com-. ’ at 
A Prestige Package That Sells Your Audience .. . spoken word or of the still picture. | mittee’s probe. AMERICA Bae al 
1 It predicted continued growth of | Agency and network staffers and z 
A FRESH, NOVEL IDEA IN MUSIC PROGRAMMING! live product commercials as all | indie package producers, in the COMEDI = 
, parties became better acquainted meantime, believe the entire situa- | 
P P ° . with the medium. Advertising agen- | tion may blow up in the industry's 
26 W eeks Series With Option for Further 26 cies are making progress in this face. They claim such tactics will 
; ' . direction although television is not only serve to draw attention of the 
Playing Time: 55 Minutes with Standard Allowance for Commercials yet a very profitable field for them. | witch-hunters and are pressing in- 
The average TV appropriation is stead for a more modified system. 
STATION small as compared with other me-| They are also afraid that the sit- 
AVAILABLE TO YOUR dia, yet demands as much or more | uation may lead to mass hysteria, 
time. |in which innocent bystanders may 
R COMMERCIAL SPONSORSHIP “Nevertheless,” the Department | be permanently injured. 
FO counselled, ‘this appears to be an | | 
‘ opportune time for agencies to en- | ‘ ’ TV 
* gage more strenously in television | Mpls. Lobby Goes | 
activities, to obtain experience and | Minneapolis, Aug. 16. | 
e to create a reputation. | The first Minneapolis theatre to 
take notice of television is the 
ates: thes Satin tieeieten . Minnesota Amusement Co. (Para- | 
rife mount circuit) No. 1 de luxe neigh- 
Western Union borhood house, the Uptown, where | Wh H. KING 
TOWERS of LONDON, Ltd. Continued from page 32 | a TV set has been installed on the | ° . 
: : So Wess mezzanine floor. There are no Personal Managemen 
Oliver W. Nicoll microwave facilities for telegraphy plans in the territory yet for any A. S. LYONS 
. 4 could be used for television. | screen-TV hookup. | dex 
National Director for the U. S. Bell said its TV network com-| The territory’s lone television 177 S. Beverly “ 
prised about 3,500 channel miles’ stations thus far are KSTP and Beverly Hills, Calif. 
37 West 46 Street and was available to stations in WTCN, both in the Twin Cities. | > — 
New York City 19 13 cities at the end of 1948. By ——— 
the end of 1949, it estimated, the 
LUxemburg 2-5130 mileage will have grown two and 
a half times and by the end of 1950 
it will have expanded to 15,000 y x | N 
= , miles serving 43 cities. Ez AW | D R Gh E KM A 
In the New York City area program will be sponsored The company said its plans for 
‘ A ¥ beginni : extension of the system beyond 
exclusively on WQXR and WQXR-FM inning this fall. Omaha are in the stage where : 
sites for radio relay stations are 
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Tele Chatter 








New York 
NBC television viewers will get a 
te of CBS talent on “Who Said 


tas 
That” Saturday night (20). 


eomedian Abe Burrows and Her- 
bert Bayard Swope. Latter is a 
former CBS board member, al- 
though he has since switched over 
to the board of RCA, NBC’s parent 
company, in a special advisory Ca- 
pacity. gt 

NBC-TV’s “Quiz Kids, now 
aired Wednesday nights, will be 
shifted to the Monday night 10 to 
10:30 slot when Alka-Seltzer takes 
yer as sponsor Sept. 12 Wendy 
Barrie's “Inside Photoplay” show 
moving from DuMont to ABC-TV 
in the Wednesday night 9 to 9:30 
segment starting Sept 7....Nitery 
comic Jackie Miles packaging a 


Guest | 
panel that night will include CBS | 


series of legit comedy oldies, plus , 


new and unproduced comedies, 
under the title of “Comedy Play- 
house”....Film scripter Bill Alley 
has taken over the writing job on 
Doug Storer’s “Believe It or Not” 
rogram on NBC-TV Lloyd W. 
Serant, heretofore RKO-Pathe as- 


sistant production manager, joined | 


staff of Transfilm, Inc., to work on 
TV and feature commercial pix 
David Hopkins, son of the late 
Harry Hopkins, named _ western 
sales manager of Emerson Radio 
Radio announcer Jean Paul 
King subbing for Durwood Kirby 
onWJZ-TV’s “TV Telephone 
Game” while Kirby vacations. 


Hollywood 


Steve Allen show on KNBH will 
bow out for five weeks Herb 
Allen back as emcee of ‘Hail the 
Champ” over KLAC-TV after 
forced vacation due to automobile 
accident “Adventures of Mr. 
Do-Good” will be dropped from 
KTSL lineup (22) when contract 
expires Lois Butler has been 
set to replace Marcy McGuire on 
“Surprise Theatre’ (17) over 
KNBH Frank King, sales man- 
ager of KTTV on three-week sell- 


'days following games. 


ing tour of New York and Chicago | 


....Los Angeles viewing area now 
has a total of 168.589 television re- 
ceivers. Figure is a hike of 15,008 
over last month’s total. 





Chicago 


Muriel Teschon new WBKB con- 
tinuity director, after stint with 


U.S. Army special services abroad | 


....Wendall Hall, composer and 
vet radio personality, made TV de- 


| 


| 


dling a TV show featuring auto 


repair and maintenance, with “Gas- 


oline Alley’ comic strip flavor. 





London 


TV announcer Mary Malcolm 
launching new afternoon series, 
“Your Wardrobe,” designed not as 
fashion parade, but as _ practical 


service for women without time for | 
Reviva! of | 
Rat,” written by Jan | 


window shopping 
“Death of a 
de Hartog, with Rene Ray and 
Kenneth More, skedded Aug. 21, 
with repeat four days later.. New 
ideas conceived by viewers will be 
demonstrated in “Inventor’s Club,” | 
which was back on the air last} 
Monday (15) “Two Dozen Red| 
Roses,” recent west-end production, 
telecast on Monday from the Inti- 
mate Theatre in North London 
Eric Fawcett is using film and other 
special effects for his production of 
“Mr. Mergenthwirker’s Lobblies,” 
which will fill the bill on the eve- 
ning program on Aug. 30. 





U. of Minn. in Hurry-Up 
Pix Job on TV Sale 


Of Out-of-Town Games 


University of Minnesota out-of- 
town football games will be tele- 
vised for fans here this fall under 
deal by which university athletic 
department makes films available. 

Games will be telecast by 
WTCN-TV at 9 p.m. Sundays on 
Deal calls 
for fast action in developing and 
printing films. 

Film versions of games will be 
cut to 45 minutes, between-periods, 
dead-action and unimportant de- 
velopments being excised. Rollie 
Johnson, WTCN sports director, 
will do comment. Schedule cov- 
ers games at Nebraska, Ohio State, 
Michigan and Pittsburgh. 

Home games are to be televised 
direct by WTCN-TV and KSTP- 
iV. 

University will collect $1,250 per 
game for film and rights, with 
RCA-Victor as sponsor. 

Film versions will be similar to 
films now used by university ath- 
letic staff for reviewing games. 


Schwartz 
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reported cold, as Benny thinks 


but with Nancy Wright show on | even a fortnightly stint too tough, 
WGN-TV. ‘Hall was one-time Mil- and he prefers:coming east and 


ton Berle partner... 


Cowboy film | doing sporadic “big” TV programs. 


star Rex Allen on ABC-TV Barn) The alternative week idea for 


ance Mon. (15) with vocal chores 
....Baritone Tommy Port doing 
est stint on WNBQ’s “But Not 
orgotten” show with Herbie Mintz 
he .Sarra, Inc., producing TV com- 
Mmercials for Shawmut Bank of Bos- 
ton....Trampoline champ Alex 
Sadler of Canada on ABC-TV Su- 
per Circus... 
It’s A Great Idea” sparked by Chi 


| 


| 


WNBQ panel on'| 


showman Ernie Byfield....WGN- | 
invading Sat. nite program-)| 


ming with a new wrestling series 

a bid to capture the house party 
audience. Sponsor is reported set 
and enthusiastic about possibilities 


-..-Producer Herb Laufman ped-| 








—— 
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Chevrolet, for the first seven 
weeks, is Schwartz's insistence in 
order to work out the kinks so that 
by Jan. 1 he can comply with 
Chevrolet’s preference for a conse- 
cutive weekly series. 
More Pix for Video, Too 

Just back from Hollywood, where 
he closed the Hayes deal with 
agent Lou Irwin (the comedian is 
said to be getting around $1,750), 
Schwartz, found something else 
new had been added to the Coast 
thinking on television. It was in 
relation to film names not balking 
at TV guest shots, for three rea- 


sons: the improvement in kine- 
scoping, the improvement in 
money, and the realization that 


television is no longer a baby but 


‘an “arrived” medium. On top of 


that there are more Hollywood 


| names than ever freelancing, hence 


inot tied by 


studio restrictions 
against TV. More and more players 
also now have TV rights reserved | 
as they did with radio and other | 
income potenitals. 

Among the guester potentials | 
whom Schwartz will play on “USA” | 
are Myrna Loy, Celeste Holm, Ed- | 
ward G. Robinson, Brian Aherne, | 
Lena Horne, Dinah Shore, et al. | 
Average fee will be $1,500 per. 

Since “Inside USA,” the legit | 
musical, reopens with Beartice | 
Lillie in St. Louis in October, and | 
will tour 16-20 weeks, playing | 
many key cities where TV reaches, 
it is Schwartz's idea not to cull 
anv material from his current hit 
show and, instead, use the sketches 
above enumerated. Eventually he'll 
dip into the fresher material, hav- 
ing the rights to those as well. 

Haves and his wife, Mary Healy, 
have a Waldorf-Astoria nitery 
commitment for four weeks in No- 
vember but otherwise can't double 
cafes or guest on any other video | 
programs. 


—, 





Cleve.’s 67,481 Sets 


Cleveland, August 16. 

Installation of new TV sets in 
|this area for the month of July | 
|totalled 2,994, bringing the total 
number in the Greater Cleveland 
| district to 67,481. 
July’s total is slightly lower than 
the average of the past months be- 
;}cause of new lines of receivers | 
and new styles entering the mar- 





ket and customer reaction await- 
ing complete changeover of all 
lines, 





30,043 in Milwaukee 
Milwaukee, Aug. 16 
WTMJ-TV’s latest count of TV 
sets in the Milwaukee area showed 
30,043 sets Aug. 1. 
A total of 94% were in private 
homes. 


Philly’s 78,548 6-Month Sale 
Philadelphia, Aug. 16. 

The Electrical Assn. of Phila- 
delphia in its semi-annual report 
on television sales in this area re- 
vealed that 78,548 units were sold 
between Jan. 1 and June 30, in- 
clusive. 

In the same period during 1948, 
only 27,427 sets were sold, an in- 
crease of 186%. 

Television sets in operation at 
the time the report was issued, in 
the Philadelphia area, numbered 
179,826. 





San Francisco—James Alspaugh 
bowing out of KJBS to become ac- 
count exec for John Blair, station 
reps, in the San Francisco office. 
Alspaugh was formerly with KYA. 


FCC Target on ‘Unfreeze’ as Lack 


Of Facilities Hampers Networks 


The big problem facing the tele- 
vision networks—notably NBC and 
CBS—is facilities, rather than pro- 
gramming, with the FCC the target 
of considerable industry criticism 
because of the “deep freeze” hold- 
ing up new station construction 

Some of the top brass within TV 
ranks, irked over inability of their 
networks to clear stations, which 
has already resulted in the loss of 
several lucrative accounts, contend 
that the FCC has put them in a 
tough spot; that the Government 
agency, far from inviting whole- 
some competition, has been foster- 
ing monopoly because of the pro- 
tracted freeze. 

It’s estimated that, on the basis 
of the timetable on which the FCC 
is functioning, it will probably take 
until next April 1 for the FCC to 
declare the unfreeze. The Commis- 
sion, they argue, has been caught 
in its own vise, “at least a year be- 
hind schedule,” as one top 
put it, in calling off the freeze. 

It’s recognized that the hearings 
will run through October and No- 
vember. That will give the FCC the 
month of December to get off the 
hook on the Richards case and other 
important items on the calendar. At 
least two additional months, it’s 
estimated, will be required to com- 





exec | 


plete the report based on the hear- 
ings and allowing for other details 
and other essential matters on the 
docket, it will be April 1 before 
the lid is off the freeze. 

CBS in particular has taken the 
rap in recent weeks on wrapping 
up program sales because of in- 
adequate facilities, not being able 
to clear time grabbed by other 
webs. NBC has also run into the 
same trouble. 


DET.’S TRADEY QUIZ SHOW 
Detroit, Aug. 16. 

Detroiters will have to know 
their ABC’s in order to win on 
WXYZ-ABC new station promotion 
program “I’ve Got Your Number.” 
Format of the local quiz program, 
emceed by Johnny Slagle and 
broadcast Tuesday and Thursday, 
will ask questions about ABC 
radio stars. 





Sedalia, Mo.—KDRO, 250-watter, 
opened up its sister outlet, KDRO- 
FM here last week. KDRO is lo- 
cated about 80 miles southeast of 
Kansas City, and has the surround- 
ing area to itself radio-wise. 

Milt Hinline, owner of both sta- 
tions, said the FM outlet will be 
used to tie daytime listeners to the 
station’s nighttime programs. 





——- | 
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All EXTRAS are 


standard equipment 





advertisers select WLW first 


tion of the nation. 


techniques, new products. 





plus adequate manpower — 


Coat Baedatig Cpr, ill 8 


There’s a good reason why so many 


to carry new selling appeals. 


For here is a radio station with un- 
equalled facilities—a great station that is 
equipped to provide many extra’ services 
far beyond simply selling time on the air. 


And here, in WLW-Land, are 330 
counties comprising parts of seven states 
—an area that presents a true cross sec- 


Yes, you’ll find that WLW’s Merchan- 
dise-Able Area is an ideal proving ground 
for new advertising campaigns, 


“know-how” peculiar to its territory — 
The Nation’s 
Station is in a position to help you study 
this market of nearly fourteen million 
people. It can smooth the way in secur- 
ing distribution... gaining dealer co- 
operation... getting consumer reactions, 


as the vehicle 


If you are planning to launch a new 
advertising campaign or introduce a new 
product, talk it over first with The 
Nation’s Station. 





new 


And with a 


distribution, 


Buy Way 





SOME WLW EXTRAS” 


People’s Advisory Council 
to determine program preferences and 
for general consumer market studies. 


Consumer’s Foundation 

to determine consumer reaction to prod- 
ucts and packaging. 

Merchandising Departments 

to stimulate dealer cooperation, check 


Test Stores 
to check potential buying responses, 
effect of new packaging, displays, ete. 


monthly merchandising newspaper for 
retailers and wholesalers. 


report attitudes, ete, 
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of finding how to make a serial 
more effective. 

For a serial drama already on 
the air, Schwerin closely examines 
the reactions of two key groups: 


followers of the show, and other 
serial listeners. Some _ episodes 
tested have appealed to neither 
group; others, to one group but 


not the other; still others have had 


a strong appeal to both groups. 
Study of the last type, of course, 


has led to Schwerin’s most useful 
suggestions for attracting new 
teners without alienating a 
gram’s present fans. 
In the Mood 

Schwerin’s principle of Mood is 
fundamentally important to serials, 
which depend first of all upon cre- 
ating satisfactory mental images in 
the listener’s mind. One big ap- 
plication of this principle has been 
the rule that in a soundly con- 
structed serial there should be one 
focus of interest (either a charac- 
ter or locale) with which the con- 
nection of the other characters and 
events in the drama must be 
clearly established. 


lic 
iisS- 


pro- 


Thus, one program tested had a 


title that included the heroine's 
name Naturally, listeners were 
interested in the story to the ex- 


tent that it directly concerned this 
title character. The first crude evi- 
dence wis that serial listeners who 
were not followers of the show 
liked episodes where the heroine 
was on scene a high percentage of 
the time better than ones in which 
she was not. This made no differ- 
ence to followers of the program, 
who had the same liking score 
whether the main character was 
on scene a fourth of the time or 
two thirds of the time; but it made 
a difference of 15 liking points 
among other serial listeners, the 
group from whom new listeners 
would have to be drawn. 
Obviously, though, the solution 
wasn’t to adopt a mechanical rule 
of having the heroine on scene 
nearly all the time. Further tests 
revealed that the true key to 
catching the _ interest more 
sevial listeners was to the 


of 
have 


| Schwerin on Serials 
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Available! 


Bill Griffith, morning 
newscaster on KMBC- 
KFRM, is a newspaper and 
radio veteran. of outstand- 
ing ability. His morning 
newscasts are the most pop- 
ular in the Kansas City area, 
specially written and deliv- 
ered for Heart of America 





audiences. 





Bill Griffith 


Bill’s 6 a.m. morning 
news, first of the day, is cur- 
rently available! If you're 
interested in reaching a big, 
early morning audience, 
we'd suggest you act fast! 


Contact us, or any Free 
& Peters “Colonel” on his 
availabilities! 








K MBC 


-of Kansa- City 


KFRM 


for Rural Kansas 





‘work most of the time. 
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other characters mention, often 
merely a line or two, their tie-in 
with the heroine’s story. The vital 
point was that this should be done 
as early as possible. When all the 
episodes in which the heroine 
wasn’t in the opening scene were 
studied, it was found that those in 
which she was mentioned early av- 
eraged nine liking points higher 
than those in which she was men- 
tioned late or not at all. (The an- 
nouncer’s scene-setting or recap 
not a satisfactory substitute 
for having the characters bring in 
this connection in their dialog on 
episodes where the heroine wasn't 
present in the opening scene.) 

On another serial, the title re- 
ferred to the story’s main setting. 
Basically, there were two sets of 
characters: one set associated with 
the heroine’s career, which took 
place in the main setting; the 
other with her private life away 
from the setting. Schwerin found 
that emphasis upon the heroine 
was far less important in this case 
de- 


was 


than in the one previously 
scribed. Instead, when not enough 
stress was put upon the set of 


characters identified with the title- 
setting, interest declined. 
Characters in Key? 

Proper selection of secondary 
characters can sometimes make or 
break a serial, Schwerin warns. 
The essential factor in choosing 
the rest of the cast is their rela- 
tionship to the main character. A 
serial may be weakened either by 
(a) lack of a character fulfilling 
some necessary function, or (b) 
presence of a character whose re- 
lationship with the heroine is out 
of key. 

As an instance of the absence of 
a necessary character, a number of 
editions of one serial were tested, 


revealing a clear picture of the 
kind of characters who did and 
didn’t interest the listeners. 


Among these was a character who 
appeared briefly in only one epi- 
sode, an older women who helped 
the heroine. Interest in her was 
especially high, yet she did not ap- 
pear again, nor was there any 
other character with this relation- 
ship to the heroine. Plainly, this 
serial was in need of a major char- 
acter of this sort, an older woman 
on,whom the younger heroine 
could ‘‘lean.” 

A graphic example of a support- 
ing character with a faulty rela- 
tionship to the heroine can be 
drawn from another serial, audi- 
tioned by the Schwerin System. 
Most of one episode was devoted 
to dialog between father and 
daughter, with the mother occa- 
sionally taking part. The show was 
poorly received. Why? Three- 
fourths of the listeners agreed 
with comments that “the father 
sounded too affectionate toward 
the daughter” and that ‘‘the father 
sounded like the future husband.” 
Further, two-thirds of the audi- 
ence complained that ‘“‘the mother 
had too small a part.” Both in the 
way the scene was written and in 
selection of voice, this character 
relationship was obviously off key. 

Intrusive Announcer? 

One common fault in serials that 
are auditioned and don’t make the 
grade is topheavy use of narration 
by the announcer. Having him re- 
turn to set each scene of an epi- 
sode can easily violate the show's 
mood, as can too-long recaps at the 
outset or trick alternations be- 
tween announcer and dialog. 

No serial tested by Schwerin, 
where one-sixth or more of the 
story time was devoted to narra- 
tion, has yet scored at a liking 
range that indicated ‘it would suc- 
ceed on the air. When this much 
narration is used, at least three- 
fifths of the listeners customarily 
agree that “the announcer took up 
too much time in narration.” 

As to the best opening method 
for serjals, Schwerin has found 
there is no set rule for all serials, 
but that each does have one meth- 
od which is generally to be pre- 
ferred. One program extensively 
tested was seen to succeed best 
with the standard technique of an 
announcer’s scene-setting leading 
into a scene of dialog; when it de- 
parted from this method, there 
was confusion among women who 
weren't followers of the show. But 
another serial did better with .a 
short opening scene followed by 
the announcer’s scene-setting. ; 

In short, a mass of testing has 
proved that the only safe general- 
ization is that nothing is infallibly 
true for all programs at all times. 
For all shows of a type, a rule may 
For a par- 


ticular program, it may work all. 


the time. It is primarily the dis- 
covery of rules like the latter that 
underline the importance of test- 


ing each program rather than re- | 


lying entirely on the experience of 


the past. 
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to the “Detroit baseball station— | 


WKMH.” 

WJBK is the key station in the 
Goebel Baseball Network which 
includes 27 stations throughout 
Michigan. WJBK feeds Harry 
Heilmann’s broadcasts of Detroit 
Tiger games to some stations in 
the network. But WKMH picks 
up the broadcasts independently. 

Now to get back to the whisper- 
ers. When a listener keeps his 
ears open, this is the most com- 


mon answer to all of the ques- 
tions: 
“WJR hasn’t got any special 


love for WKMH. But WJR hasn’t 
got any love at all for WJBK. It 
figures that by selling spots to 
WKMH, it will draw listeners 
away from WJBK. Then, presto, 
WJR regains undisputed posses- 
sion of the Hooper crewn in De- 
troit.”’ 

Just what does the July Hooper 
show? 

It shows that WJBK, 
watter, is tied with WJR, 
000-watter plus CBS, on 
afternoons with a rating of 25. 

WJBK beats WJR all day Sat- 
urday and Sunday. WJBK has 33 


the 250- 
the 50.- 
weekday 


Saturday to WJR’s 17.2 and 46.4 
Sunday to WJR’s 9.5. 
WJBK has most listeners eve- 


nings 19.6 to 18.9, Hooper says. 
WJR beats WJBK weekday 
mornings 36.2 (Godfrey) to 5.8. 
The overall average#’show WJR 
with 23.1 to 22.2 for WJBK. 
Those Hoopers have got the ra- 
dio bugs in this town buzzin’. 


| ABC’s 8006 
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Nt ae 
owned-and-operated cities and 
hopes the affiliates will follow 


through via specialy-prepared kits 
being mailed them.  Hitch-hike 
plan worked out calls for each 
show during the campaign to de- 
vote its final 10 seconds to a plug 
for the following program. 
| dition, ABC will 


advertise via 


transit radio in those cities where | 


it exists. Web will use the same 


block promotion plan in ballyhoo- | 


ing its strong Thursday night tele- 
vision lineup, issuing special slides 
and film trailers to all affiliates. 

NBC's campaign will follow 
basically the same pattern. Web 
has already launched the publicity 
phase by sending out its stars and 
press department staffers to most 
major cities. Special 
promotion division, with offices in 


N. Y. Hollywood, has been set up/| 


to handle on-the-air promotion, in 
which NBC plans to use every type 
possible. There will also be a net- 
work showcase program early in 
the fall and two regularly sched- 
uled promotional shows continuing 
throughout the season. 

Newspaper campaign will be 
based on material provided affili- 
ates,, kicking off in conjunction 
with national mag ads placed by 
the web. According to veepee 
Charles Hammond, who worked 
out the plan in conjunction with 
press veepee Sydney H. Eiges, 
NBC will use 21 full-page mag ads. 
Entire campaign is based on the 
mass penetration theory, so that, 
according to Hammond, “it will be 
hard for anyone who reads a news- 
paper or magazine or lisens to the 
radio not to come into contact 
with this story.” 











Supreme Court 
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cnr ae 
fully, purposefully, intentionally 
and invidiously” prevented from 


broadcasting and that its engineer 
and equipment were actually 
“placed in restraint and seized.” 

KFI took issue with a contention 
by KVOE that Judge Kenneth E. 
Morrison was within his rights in 
granting the privilege to the com- 
peting stations. It also differed with 
a claim that a “privilege and not 
a right” was involved. — 

“The question here,” said KFI. 
“is whether a State judge, acting 
under color of law, can dispense 
exclusive rights and privileges to a 
source of news to one news agency 
and deny those same rights and 
privileges to a competitor equally 
situated,” 


In ad- | 


broadcast | 











_ Sweets 
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Sweets finally yielded and oxdiet | 
the package firm. | 
Among the charges made against | 
him, Sweets said, were that he | 
sponsored May Day parades, ad- | 
vocated “world peace” and was 
generally associated with “pro- 
gressive” causes. Although he was 
singled out, Sweets said that he 
did not believe that there was a 
concerted use of a blacklist at the 
present time. “Rather, I think, in 
view of the recent publicity, efforts 
are being made to avoid even the 
appearance of a blacklist now.” 

Others speakers at the meeting 
included Millard Lampell, radio 
scripter; John T. McManus, man- 
ager of the National Guardian; 
actress Hester Sondergaard; actor | 
Paul Mann; and Charles Collins, 
vice-prexy of the Voice of Free- 
dom committee. Unanimous sentli- 
ment was voiced to the effect that 
the “blacklist” constituted a threat 
to the industry’s freedom of 
thought. 

Prior to the meeting, Sweets 
declared that he planned no legal 
action against Lords in view of 
the fact that he had no contract. 
In that respect, he said, his case 
differed from the ‘‘Hollywood 10,” 
who brought heavy damage suits 
against the major studios after 
their dismissals. The former prexy 
of the Radio and Television Direc- 
tors Guild is currently at his home 
in Vermont and has no plans for 
the immediate future. | 

















Hope Loses 


\——aan Continued from page 29 


when the three arbitrators and 
contending counsel started poring 
| over long briefs. That made it look 
| bad for Bob, who is a fast man 
with a quip but no dealer in 
straight lines. Another factor that 
weighed the verdict against him 
was the admission by all concerned 
that Ampexed tape was a Satisfac- 
tory substitute for flesh. The whole 
issue, then, devolved upon the “‘in- 
itent” of the contract—did it permit 
or prohibit taping off his show? At 
the time the instrument was drawn | 
five years ago the networks were | 
not accepting mechanical reproduc- | 
tion. Ruled the deadlock-breaking 
arbiter, the intent clearly was for 
live broadcasting inasmuch as 
there was no legal verbiage that 
could be interpreted otherwise. 

Earlier and before it was agreed 
to arbitrate, Hope had won a vic- 
tory-of-sorts when Luckman made 
a concession—he could tape 19 of 
his 39 shows next season. This was 
agreeable to Hope but there was a 
catch to it—Luckman reserved the 
right to dictate the date of taping. 
Hope wanted more leeway than 
that and the peace offering went 
out the window. He was sure he 
could do better than that away 
from Luckman and accepted arbi- 
tration. 

Luckman’s holdout against tape 
is said to have stemmed from a 
bad show he caught last season on 
ribbon. He ruled forthwith there 
would be no Lever shows taped 
but made an exception of “Junior 
Miss,” which would have to air live 
from Hollywood in the early ayem 
hours before the actors could get 
warmed up. 

No-tape ruling won't curtail 
Hope’s peregrinations materially 
and he'll continue to bat around 
the country and keep pouring gold 
into his bulging coffers. There’ll be 
five more years of it unless Luck- 
man has change of heart. However, 
it'll take more than the startling 
evidence that 23 network programs 
| used tape last season. 


Omaha Preps for TV 


Omaha, Au. 16. 

Both WOW-TV and KMTV are 
set to inaugurate television with) 
long series of pre-broadcast bally- 
hoo, KMTV announcing an open 
house every day this week with | 
TV programs and sightseeing tours | 
with guides to acquaint crowds with 
operation of a TV station. WOW- 
r'V also readying grand opening. 

Whole affair is being sponsored 
by the Nebraska-Iowa Electrical | 
Council. World-Herald broke last 
Sunday with a 20-page TV section 
in which all major set makers 
carried large space and large and 
small retail shops swung in line. 

Sept. 1 is the big day when 
regular TV broadcasts will go on. | 
WOW has nailed up televising | 
‘Nebraska University grid games. | 








| receiving 


San Diego, Aug. 16 

KFMB is currently comin 
within a few hundred dollars p 
breaking even each week accordin 
to its program coordinator a. 
Flanagan. Outlet is now telensi 
a total of 48 hours weekly beamins 
programs during the afternoon | 
evening hours. . 

KFMB telenses from two to fiy 
breaks for one hour. comes back 
on at six and stays through until 
11 Tuesday through Sunday ever 
week. Flanagan stated that 23 me 
a half hours of its 48 hours week] 
is sponsored. 

Station beams 10 hours of live 
programming per week. In adgj. 
tion to this outlet videos six half 
hours of ABC kinescope and six 
half hours of CBS kinescope, Sta- 
tion also telenses six half houp 
shows picked up directly from 
KTLA. Shows are “Armchair De- 
tective,” “Time For Beany” 
“Hollywood Opportunity,” “Tele. 
forum,” “Sandy Dreams” and 
“Meet Me In Hollywood.” The 
rest of the 48 hours is taken up 
with motion picture and _ special 
film material. 





Tele Academy Members 
Sit on Their Hands 


Hollywood, Aug. 16, 

Academy of Television Arts and 
Sciences is revamping format on 
its monthly meetings by popular 
demand. Academy board has been 
many complaints from 
the membership to the effect that 
meetings are overly long and filled 
with dry material such as the min- 
utes of previous meeting, plans for 
future gatherings and_ speakers 
who have relatively small interest 
to the overall membership. 

As a result of these gripes at- 
tendance to the Academy affairs 
has been falling off. Sessions will 
be shortened and necessary par- 
liamentary procedure evils mini- 
mized. 
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NAME BANDS’ SURVIVAL FIGHT 








Daley s Meadowbrook Scraps Name TEST i we COME Victor May Preem Fall Campaign 
On 45 RPM With $10 Machine Tab 


Bands for Low-Cost Combos, Acts: IN '49- 


bands are a thing of 
ir. as Frank a Ss 
Cedar Grove, N 

is concerned. Once one of . na- 
tion’s best known name band lo- 
cation dates, along with Glen Is- 
Jand Casino, New Rochelle, N. Y + 
Sherman hotel, Chicago, and Pal- 
Jadium Ballroom, Hollywood, Dai- 
ley doesn’t intend to even try to 
pook a top b.o. combination for 
the fall and winter season. He’s 
Jining up low-cost dance music, 
to bé bolstered by name record- 

cts. 

ey will reopen Meadowbrook 
Aug. 30 with Eddie Farley's or- 
chestra for 10 days because of 
arties booked during that period.’ 
Hell. go into regular operation 
Sept. 9 with a bill consisting of 
Frankie Laine, disk name, and 
an as y@l unselected dance band 
of light calibre. Following Laine, 
Dailey is negotiating for Red Ing- 
le for the following weekend, to 
work as an act only in conjunction 
with dance band—he buys with 
Laine. That policy will prevail 
through the season. It was used 
last year by Dailey at his Sher- 
brook, a much smaller spot not far | 
from Meadowbrook, and was very 
successful. 


Spivak’s London 
Home-Made Deal; 


U.S. Plant Set 


Charlie Spivak’s orchestra will 
be the first U. S. band signed by 
London Records for disks that will 
be made and sold in this country. 
London’s Tuttie Camarata has con- 
cluded negotiations with the trum- 
peter, but contracts have not been 
signed. London has also taken on 
its first U. S. singer, Bobby Wayne, 
vocalist with Ruby Newman’s Bos- 


Top name 
the P past in so fi 
Meadow prook, 





ton orchestra, and two weeks ago_ 
took over the contract and four | 


masters made by Al Morgan for 
Universal Records, Chicago, indie, 
including Morgan’s hit, 
Heaft.” 

Meanwhile, London has secured 
a pressing factory in the U. S. It 
has made a deal with Webster 
Record Co., Webster, N. Y., indie 
plant, to turn out both 78 rpm and 
Microgroove LP platters inscribed 
with London’s FFRR classical 
platters. London's initial batch of 
LP’s were made in England and 
will arrive here today (Wed.) or 
tomorrow, but thereafter Webster 
Will press them. 

ndon’s move toward signing 


. S. artists and recording and | 


Pressing disks here is the result of 
adeal made with U. S. Decca weeks 
back under which London secured 
the right to operate full-scale in the 
. S. and market FFRR platters 
here. Formerly, because of U. S. 
ca’s arrangement with British 
€a, which owns London, Lon- 
Mm was prevented from doing any- 
thing but importing pressings made 
England and gave London rights 
to the FFRR material, which U. S. 
ca distributed. In return, U. 
Ca is guaranteed an annual = 
Come from the sale of its product 
England, ete., by British Decca. 


ASTOR, N. Y. EXTENDS 
SEASON WITH CUGAT 


vier Cugat’s orchestra is doing 
well on the Astor Roof, N. Y., 
that the spot will remain open 
Pa this season in order to take 
Vantage of unfilled 
had. Originally, Cugat was 
ed oq closed the Roof Aug. 27 
i angen was not going to con- 
tee a € season because no other 
wh ame was available. Cugat 
Stay until Sept. 10. 

© same time, Music Corp. of 
America booked Cugat into the 
and theatre, N. Y. , opening Sept. 


ell doubl 
2 theatre. e from the hotel to 








“Jealous | 


time the | 
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Jones 106-City Tour Is 
Mapped at Las Vegas 


Las Vegas, Aug. 16. 
Three-day session began here 
Monday (15) between Spike Jones, 


Ralph Wonders, his manager, 
Larry Barnett, national band and 
act director for Music Corp. of 


America and eight promoters from 
the east. Meeting is mapping out 
Jones troupe’s cross-country 100- 
citv annual one-nite tour beginning 
next January. 

Four other MCA bookers 
dition to Barnett are sitting in on 
sessions. Eastern promoters are 
those who usually buy the Jones 
package when it plays their terri- 
tories. 


Decca 2d Qtr. Dip 
~— 0F34% Expected 


Decca Records turned out a sec- 
ond quarter royalty statement to 
| publishers late last week that fol- 
| lowed a more or less expected line. 
It was approximately 34°% lower 
i|than the total coin dispersed for 
the first quarter, a period during 
which Decca went through an un- 
precedented string of hits despite 
the fact that business at that time 
was falling off. 

Actually, however, Decca main- 
tained a good pace in comparison 
to the second quarter of ‘48. Its 
49 second quarter was less than 
5% below last year’s payoff. In 
coin, Decca was slightly behind 
RCA-Victor’s second quarter state- 
ment and about eyen with Col- 
umbia’s. 


in ad- 








Mercer-Arlen Agree 
To 2-Picture Columbia 
Deal; Scores to Morris 


Johnny Mercer and Harold Ar- 
len were signed to a two-picture 
deal by Golumbia Pictures to turn 
out tunes for musicals. Pair got 
to work immediately on a score 
for a film soon to ge into the 
works. so far untitled. donie Taps, 
Columbia music division exec, ne- 
gotiated the pact. 

Edwin H. (Buddy) Morris Music 
will publish whatever tunes Mer- 
cer and Arlen turn up. Arlen 
has an agreement with Morris; 
though Mercer does not, he agreed 
to Morris handling the songs. 


GRACE LINE HEIR INTO 
MUSIC PUBLISHING BIZ 





Michael Grace, scion of the 
Grace Steamship Lines, expanded 
his music business interests last 


week when he and Jerry Johnson, 
former professional manager of 
Peer-International, completed a 
deal with Broadcast Music. Grace 
will back Johnson in a firm to be 
titled Johnson Music, his biggest 
venture in the music biz so far. He 
has another small firm with George 
M. Cohan, Jr. 

It's Johnson's first crack at pub- 
lishing. He and Grace have taken 
the office space in N. Y. vacated 
recently by Feist Music. Jack 
Johnstone, another BMI publisher, 
will occupy part of it. 





MODERNAIRES CUT 4 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 

Modernaires, currently at Palmer 
House, have cut four disks for 
Columbia Records with Manie 
Sacks, recording head for Colum- 
bia, planing in from Gotham to 
supervise the job. 

One of the tunes the group cut 
is the title song from the film, 
“My Friend Irma.” Cesar Petril- 
jlo’s orch backed the group. 


| different, 


} operators 


at th 


fall and winter 
expected to be the most 


The season 


period the name band int lustr v has 
had to face since the mid-30’s, 
when it began its ascent into one 
of the most profitable phases of 
the entertainment business. Since 
the end of the war, name band 
value at the b.o. has. steadily 


declined for various reasons to the 
point where only a handful of the 


most outstanding ones mean any- 
thing—in theatres, on location, on 
one-nighters, or on records. a field 


1 


they once dominated completely 

It’s generally agreed that certain 
phases which contributed to the 
slide couldn’t be helped by leaders 


themselves. High salary demands 


by the best musicians, rising scales 
by the American Federation of 
Musicians, and generally higher 
costs in all other directions, torced 
asking prices to the point where 
buyers couldn't break even. But, 
in addition, many top name band- 


leaders, doting on so-called musical 
progress, which led them into ex- 
tremes unacceptable to the majori- 
ty of fans, added to the depth of 
their own graves. As a result, the 
band business is at a _ point, in 
comparison to what it was pre- 
war, where it will have to make 
a new Start. 

At the moment no such 
in sight. Nothing is 
Agencies are simply 
current conditions 
least making a 
toward revival. 
are still too high. 
still too high. 


start is 
being built. 

accepting 
instead of at 
concentrated try 
Price quotations 
AFM scales are 
Buyers who take on 
top names can’t make’ enough 
profit to underwrite dates with 
lesser names, who might in turn 
get work enough to build a reputa- 
tion. Such are conditions that 
even many top names are an eco- 
nomic risk at any given time, and 
lesser names who ask over-scale 
prices are being bypassed for local 
unknowns at flat scale, because 


_they do as much business. 


The band business’ one hope for 
a real revival! is the clearing out 


‘of colleges of the ex-GI family- 


man student and the influx of un- 
fettered youngsters who might 
single out a band to idolize, as 
they once did Benny Goodman, 
Tommy Dorsey, Glenn Miller, 
Harry James, and make of it a hot 
item. Even that’s a tough job 
since (1) there are few band re- 
cordings being issued that are 
most leaders preferring 
to try for pop tunes on which their 
singers compete with the Crosbys, 
Comos, Sinatras and the top femme 
soloists, and (2) there are few of 
the pre-war building spots remain- 
ing (‘see story on Frank Dailey 
dropping name bands from his 
Meadowbrook) where a bandleader 
can sit down for a long run and 
hammer at broadcasts with enough 
consistencv—if he had _ sufficient 
coin backing. 

That the _ reaction to good 
bounce-band music is still smolder- 
ing was made evident last winter 
by Les Brown's “I’ve Got My Love 
To Keep Me Warm” hit recording 
for Columbia. It’s not being taken 
advantage of and, gauged by the 
indifference of the public to name 
bands during the past summer, 
except in isolated instances involv- 
ing such names as Vaughn Monroe, 
who’s a singing personality rather 
than a bandleader, and a_ few 
others, the band business figures 
to start back toward prominence 
this winter or sink deep into limbo. 


Chi Feels Sharp Pinch 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 
For first time since pre-war days, 
band bookers here are openly sing- 
ing the blues. Midwest ballroom 
are procrastinating in 
the lining up of bands for fall and 


winter. They're even wary of 
semi-name territory bands. They 
are very reluctant to shell out 
prices asked for top bands, on 
grounds that names have not 
brought customers into ballrooms. 

Ops, too, are turning thumbs 
down on most bands with 12 to 15 
men. regardless of estimated jur- 


ing power, preferring outfits with 
(Continued on page 46) 





«| Columbus Symph Holding 
Huddles to Save Season 


Columbus, O., Aug. 16 


Reorganization comniittee of the 
Columbus Philharmonic met In a 
three-hour session recently and 


pledged that every effort would be 
made to start the orchestra’s 
tivities for the 1950-51 season 
Earlier in the summer, due to low 
finances, the orchestra’s board of 
directors suspended operations for 
the coming 1949-50 season. 

The committee discussed finan- 
cial support which the city might 
be expected to give a symphony 
orchestra: size of orchestra that 
could be maintained and_ still 
receive support of concert patrons; 
status of Columbus and Central 
Ohio musicians under the new 
plans, and whether amateur or 
professional status should be tried; 
and ways of obtaining support 
from business men and prospects 
of support from local music groups, 
colleges and universities. 

Problems were tossed to a sub- 
committee for solving. 


a —————— 


Cap’s 2466 Loss 
Ist 6 Mos. of 49 


Aug. 
showed a _ net 


ac- 


Hollywood, 16 

Capitol Records 
loss of $246,700 for the first six 
months of 1949, according to pres- 
ident Glenn Wallichs’ report to 
stockholders. Most of the loss oc- 
curred during the second quarter 
Capitol didn’t have a losing month 


in its brief history until last 
March, when the disk biz really 
slumped. 

Same period last year company 


made a net profit equal to $1.60 
a share on 430,000 shares of com- 
mon outstanding. Sales in 1948 
period were $8,103,659; for this 
year $5,138,584. Working capi- 
tal at mid-year was $2,192,044, in- 
crease of $507,368 over June 30, 
1948. 


L.A. Shrine Opens Up 


For Lionel Hampton, 
Promoting Own Dance 





Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
Lionel Hampton does a_one- 
niter at the Shrine Auditorium 
Sept. 4. Management has had a 


ban on public dance promotion for 
past five years after a riot during 
a gig put on by the late Jimmie 
Lunceford and his orch. Pavilion 
can handle 8,000 on dance floor. 

Gladys Hampton, wife of the 
bandleader, rented the place for 
$1,000 on a four-wall basis. Hamp- 
ton is promoting his own date, 
with five acts in addition the 
band. 


BUSSE, HURT IN FALL, 
CANCELS WEB SHOWS 


Henry Busse was forced to cancel 
five network broadcasts from the 
Statler hotel, New York, Cafe 
Rouge last week as a result of a 
fall downstairs. Maestro pulled rib 
muscles in saving himself and was 
unable to breathe properly, could 
not play his trumpet as a result, 
and dropped the programs because 
his band is built around his horn. 

X-rays showed Busse to have suf- 
fered nothing more than muscle 
bruises. 


to 





BORGE’ 5 TOLEDO RAINOUT 
Toledo, Aug. 16. 
Rain postponed a scheduled ap- 
pearance of Victor Borge, pianist, 
in the Zoo amphitheatre here Fri- 
day night (12) 
Concert has 
Paul Spor for 
Aug. 24 


rebooked by 
amphitheatre 


been 
the 


| earned by 


‘gain a 


Philadelphia. Aug. 16 

RCA-Victor will in all likelihood 
launch its fall campaign to drive 
ho t 45 rpm _ records and 
changers by revising its price list 
for the machines themselves. Victor 
has had several meetings on the 
problem of where to peg the cost 
to consumer of the compact ma- 
chines. and has not decided the 
point they will be levelled. How- 
ever, it’s likely that the machine 
designed to be jacked into bigger 
amplifving svstems will go for 
about $10 to buver: against the 
current $29.95 and the set that 
carries its own speaker, now selling 
for $39.95 will be marketed for $15 
or thereabouts 

Victor has been mulling several 
other plans, too, under which deal- 
ers would be able to give sets away 
with a minimum number of records 
purchased. Company's exees had a 
meeting Monday (15) afternoon at 
its Camden, N. J., headquarters to 
finalize its course 

Victor intends tossing a goodly 
sum of coin into the promotion and 
merchandising of the 45 system 


through the fall and winter and the 
method of getting the new- 
changers into consumer hands is a 
vital one, naturally. Heretofore, it 
has been unable to reduce prices 
on the machines because it could 
not bevin to wreck the price struc- 
ture of other manufacturers also 
putting them together for market. 
Victor feels that sufficient time has 
elansed since the introduction of 
45's for it to feel free to make its 
own merchandising moves. 


{Sc Labels May 
Spark Revival Of 
Merchandising 


Many record compony executives 
are between the devil and the deep 
blue sea regarding the recent ad- 
vent of so many cheaper-priced 
labels by major record companies, 
They'd rather preserve the higher- 
priced pop sides because the per 
unit profit is much higher than 
the comparative fractions to be 
the 49c platters. 
it’s felt that if the 49c’ers 
foothold with the buying 
public, they themselves, distribu- 
tors and dealers, will be forced in- 
to burning midnight oil developing 
merchandising methods that will 
maintain the dollar volume pro- 
vided by the 79¢c platters. And, 
in that event, the record business 
wou'd be healthier. It’s felt that 
since the war’s boom sales times, 
merchandising is a lost art. And 
the 49’ers could force a revival. 


PINZA-LANZA TO BE 
POP-SON FOR METRO 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Metro is going operatie in “De- 


Put, 





burau,” with two male songbirds, 
"zio =6©Pinza and Mario Lanza, 
signed to play a father-son com- 


bination. 

Picture will be produced by Sid- 
ney Franklin next year when 
Pinza winds up his role in “South 
Pacific” on Broadway. 


> . 
Camarata’s Golf Tie 
Tuttie Camarata, herd of Lon- 
don Records’ artists and reper- 
toire division, who’s been ple ing 
golf for little more than a year, 
tied for first place in the member- 
pro tournament at Crestmont C. C., 
Montclair J. Sunday (14). Part- 
nered with Babe Lachurdas, assis- 
tant pro at Broadmoor C. C., Cam- 
arata drew a tie with another 
team and will split first and sec- 
ond money, or 55° of a $5,600 
pool. 
Camarata and Lachurdas had a 
net of 62 for the 18-hole round, 
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Monroe “That Lucky | 

Vausnn “Make Believe” (Victor). | 
oun,” a new tune with a western | 
flavor, at least as Monroe does it, 
resents the deep-voiced singer 
with another hit possibility to fol- 
jow his “Riders and Someday 
disks. It’s an unusual tune that 
Monroe performs commercially, 
packed by a male vocal chorus ana 
his name power could make it hit. 
Flipover is a tune being revived. 
Working with the Moon Maids, 
Monroe imparts a b.o. push to this 
disk, too. 

Frankie Laine “That Lucky Old 
Sun’-“I Get Sentimental Over 
Nothing” (Mercury). Laine’s cut 
of “Sun” surpasses Monroe's in 
many ways. It fits his style-shout- 
ing like a glove, but his name 
ower isn’t what Monroe's }s and 
fercury’s distribution isn’t what 
Victor’s is. Nevertheless, the face 
should do a swell job with jocks 
and jukes. It’s strong. | So is the 
backing, a good lyric into which 
Laine pours a great deal of warm 


effort. He’s nicely backed by 
Harry Geller’s orchestra. 
Gorden MacRae “Wedding of 


Lilli Marlene’-“24 Hours of Sun- 
shine” (Capitol). “Wedding” is the 
pest side MacRae had yet sliced 
solo. If the tune hits, and it ap- 
pears to be on its way, MacRae 
will be in the forefront of jock 
and iuke spins. He’s backed by 
the Starlighters and Paul Weston’s 
orchestra and the trio ties the tune 
(England’s No. 1 seller) into a neat 
package. Flipover brings up an 
unexvected melody from a guy like 
MacRae. A corn air, he and the 
Starlighters do well with it. It'll 
be played. 

Buddy Clark ‘Nothing Tess 
Than Beautiful’-““Me An’ My Bun- 
dle” (Columbia). Whether or not 
“Beautiful” hecomes a hit. Clark’s 
waxing of it is worthwhile. A 
solid melody and lyric, Clark’s 
pines slide over it smoothly and 
saleablv. smart'v backed by a choir 
and -~ Harry Zimmerman’s band. 
Companion side carries one of the 
lesser-known tunes from “Miss 
Lihertv.” Clark does it well. 

Sammy Kaye “Fverything Thev 
Said Came True’-“Dime a Dozen” 
(Victor). Kaye’s outfit. riding on 
the crest of “Four Winds-Seven 
Seas.” hits the trough with this 
pairing. “Evervthing.” a new bal-| 
lad. is fair under a boy-girl duet, 
backed bv band chorusing. “Dime 
a Dozen.” a -hillbilly tune getting 
a long strine of recordings. har- 
monized by Don Cornell and one 
of Kaye’s gals, is a fair face. 

Jo Stafford “The Last Mile) 
Home” -“Rastime Cowboy Joe” | 
(Canitol). There isn’t a poor re- 
cording of “T.ast Mile’ and Miss | 
Stafford’s siding stacks up with | 
the best. Hiddling with the Star- 
lighters, Capital’s perennial! soloist 
backstoppers, and Paul Weston’s| 
orchestra. she turns up a ballad) 
version of the sharp melody that 
sells itself heavily. “Ragtime” is, 
a Sood try at something different. | 
spiked nicely with backroom piano. 


but the concoction is more beat 
than “Joe.” 
Kay Kvser “Dime a Dozen’- 


“Mission Bells and Wishin’. Bells” 
Columbia). Kyser got the right 
slant on “Dozen,” ounching it up 
with a bright rhythm beat, hand- 
clapping a la “Deep in the Heart 
of Texas.” and a bouncing vocal | 
by Gloria Wood. Side moves 
solidly and is worthwhile. Same 
tan't be said for the reverse. a 
listless ballad vocalled by Bob 
arroll. 

Marearet Whitine ‘Dime a 
ozen” - “Whirlwind” (Capitol). 
Cap, punching in odd directions 
for a hit ‘hence Gordon MacRae’s 
24 Hours.” Jo Stafford’s “Ragtime 
Cowhoy” handed “Dozen” to Miss 
Whiting. She does it similar to 
yser’s vlatter, but doesn’t get as 
much life into- a tune that isn’t 
worth the time of such a wax 
name. For a classic compilation of 
hothing. however, one must flip to 
Whirlwind.” It's bv Stan Jones, 
Writer of “Riders in the Skv.”’ 
Teen Martin “Give Me Your 
are Your Poor’-“lf We Hadn't 
heen Up on Wednesdav Night 

ursdav Would Have Been a 
far’ (Victor). Few have tackled 


the first tune, from Irving Berlin's | 


acy Liberty.” Martin’s excellent 
Cal. backed by a choir. treats 
poe dramatic melody excellently 
if be worthwhile wax. It’s not pop 
mine aterial. but fine for provram- 
guish, Flivover tune is distin- 

: ed only by its lengthy title. 
Gap qinele “A You're a Dopev 
(Capitol. Asa l'wo-Dollar Pistol” 
Droach + Ingle’s parodied ap- 
on’r to the recent pop hit, “A 
and od idorable” is full of laughs 
thine wed spin its wav into some- 
hits its Regardless of whether it 
or ic _ however. it carries value 
eir coe aS a comic followup to 
tne “Pinnine of the original. Re- 
IS g00d, too, a crazy piece 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By BERNIE WOODS 


| business 








that moves brightly. 
der splits the vocals with Ingle. 


Platter Pointers 


Edmundo Ros Orchestra gets the 
Oscar for the most unusual calypso 
title yet—“‘Chocolate Whiskey and 
Vanilla Gin’ (London) Pied 
Pipers hit a smart. stride on 
“Somehow” and “Reckon I’m in 
Love” (Victor) . National disks 
marketed an excellent version of 
“Solitude” by Billy Eckstine, long 
since with M-G-M .. Horace 
Heidt label’s best so far is “Put 
You Little Foot Right Out,” by 
Ewing Sisters and Heidt’s band 
.. . An unusual face is Jack Jack- 
son’s “My Little Tune” (London) 

. Same label’s Bob Dale, appar- 


ently a newcomer, shows vocal) 
b.o. power on “Oh You Darling, | 
Oh You Devil” . Dinah Wash- 


ington turned up two solid tunes 
and performances with “I Chal- 
lenge Your Kiss” and “Am I 
Really Sorry” (Mercury)... Ted 
Heath’s British band hits a bop 
groove on “Lady Byrd,” but does 


Karen Ted- 


Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 6) 
London, Aug. 9. 


Wedding of Lilli...Box & Cox 
Riders in the Sky..... Morris 
oo eae F. D. & H. 
Red Roses... L. Wright 





“A” You're Adorable Connelly 
| Buy Killarney.....P. Maurice 
Lavender Blue...... .. Un 
| 12th Street Rag Chappell 

Forever and Ever F. D. & H. 

Candy Kisses Chappell 

Put Shoes on Lucy Gay 

Echo Told Me Lie Chappell 

Second 12 

Careless Hands Morris 


While Angelus Ring Southern 
Strawberry Moon Yale 
Blue Ribbon Gal Dash 


Everywhere. You Go. .Chappell 
Cuckoo Waltz K. Prowse 
Dreamer with Penny Magna 
Clancy Lowered Boom. . Leeds 
It’s Magic Connelly 
I'l] Always Love You Clover 
Put ’Em in Box Connelly 


Heart of Loch Lomond.. Unit 











Oberstein Seeks 


better with a jump-rhythm version | 


of “Song of the Vagabonds” (Lon- 
don) Ravens arrangement of 
“Careless Love’ a smart face (Na- 
tional) Ditto Anne Shelton’s 
“Hollywood Square Dance’ (Lon- 
don). 


BOB CROSBY JOINS 
HARMONY’S 49’ERS 


Bob Crosby is the latest Colum- 
bia artist to move from the regu- 
lar 60c (plus tax) Columbia sides 
to the company’s new 49c Harmony 
label. He joins other CRC artists 
such as Eddy Duchin, Jerry Wayne, 
Rosemary Clooney, Jeanette Davis, 
Pearl Bailey, et al, on Harmony. 
So far the low-priced label has not 
taken on an outside artist; all have 
been moved from the Columbia 
stable. 

Incidentally, Harmony will make 
every effort to continue to team 
Pearl Bailey and Hot Lips Page on 
future disks. Pairing made a hit 
out of one of Harmony’s initial 
sides, with “The Hucklebuck.”’ 








Roger Griffin Hall, for ine past 
two years in charge of promotion 


'and advertising for Mertens, Par- 


melee & Brown, division of Co- 
Jumbia Artists Management, Inc.., 
New York, has been appointed 
manager of the _ Fort 
Wayne (Ind.) Philharmonic. 
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2. ROOM FULL OF ROSES (4) (Hill & Range) 


4. HUCKLEBUCK (7) (United) 


5. AGAIN (22) (Robbins) 


6. RIDERS IN THE SKY (16) 


10. 


SOMEDAY (Duchess) 


HOMEWORK (Berlin) 


SOMEHOW (Algonquin) 


HOW IT LIES (Morris) 
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CIRCUS (Massey) 


[Figures in parentheses indicate number 


WONDERFUL GUY (9) (Williamson) 


7. YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART (1) (Algonquin) 
8. BALI HA'I (9) (Williamson) 


9. 1 DON’T SEE ME (13) (Laurel) 


FOUR WINDS, SEVEN SEAS (1) (Lombardo) 


BABY IT’S COLD OUTSIDE (Melrose) 


MAYBE IT’S BECAUSE (Triangle) 


YOU'RE SO UNDERSTANDING (Barron-Pemora) 
LET'S TAKE OLD FASHIONED WALK (Berlin) 


YES YES IN YOUR EYES (Remick) 
NOW THAT I NEED YOU (Famous) 


EVERYWHERE YOU GO (Lombardo) 


Varsity Names’ 


Eli Oberstein 


prowl 


will go the 


artists 


on 
for his 
label including tax) 
next month. If he goes through 
with the plan, it will be the first 
time since Varsity marketed 
that artists with names at all rec- 
ognizable will be used. 

Idea is based upon the fact that 
there are plenty of recording art- 
ists available with names known 
to disk buyers and they’ll bolster 


for name 


Varsity (35¢e, 


was 


the label. Varsity’s rival labels 
in the same price class (Signa- 


ture’s Hi-Tone, and Spotlight) use 
known names. 
Unveils Coast Pressing Plant 
Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
Eli Oberstein, Varsity 
Records, York 


head of 
returned to Néw 


over the weekend after reopening | 
his own pressing plant here. Ober- | 
stein had closed his local factory | 
months back when Columbia Rec- | 


ord* began pressing for him. But 
Columbia recently closed its Bev- 
erly Hills plant. which forced Var- 
sity to reopen its own. 





David Music’ Co., Inc., 
York changed its name to Michael 
Music Ine. 





10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines,*e* °! 4": "3 


1. SOME ENCHANTED EVENING (12) (Williamson) 


[Perry COMO. ..icscccss Victor 
Sah Cae eeeS | Frank Sinatra.........Columbia 
§Sammy Kaye. Victor 
ee ) Dick Haymes . Decca 
{| Margaret Whiting...... Capitol 
i alliance ileal (Fran Warren........... Victor 
\ Frank Sinatra Columbia 
eee ee Tr Tere TT eT ee eC Tree ) Tommy Dorsey Victor 
j Gordon re Decca 
"(Vie Damone........... Mercury 
(Morris) ‘Vaughn Monroe....... Victor 
: * | Burl Ives . Columbia 
eC re ree Vic Damone. coeee.. Mercury 
| Perry . ero. Victor 
’ | Bing Crosby ......... Decca 
ee ee §Gordon Jenkins..........Decca 
5. ‘ CPOPY COMB. ....ccccecee Victor 
Oo {Sammy Kaye ...........Victor 
'Guy Lombardo ......... Decca 
Second Group 
§ Whiting-Mercer Capitol 
POEL SR SEE OE DEES ) Shore-Clark weveeee . Columbia 
{Dick Hawmes Decca 
ELOROHSE ACOH ESSEC HUE OOS 1Connie Haines Coral 
{Vaughn Monroe........ Victor 
soc ecereeeens (Mills Bros. vieeee Decca 
\ Evelyn Knight Decca 
PEAR ALERT HS / Blue Barron M-G-M 
| Sinatra-Day ......... Columbia 
severe ereerees } Perry Como Victor 
| Blue Barron M-G-M 
ee | Carmen Cavallaro Decca 


\ Fran Warren Victor 

ee HO8.9 9 /Dinah Shore Coluinbia 

Billy Eckstine M-G-M 

} Guy Lomoardo Decca 

eevee seeeeseeoeveveve ee 08 eee . ) Doris Day Columbia 
2. af. SRO T TCE Decca 

. eeeeveee . . ee eee . e- i Kay Starr db Be Vie Capitol 
\ Tony Martin. ....cecse Victor 

| Dick Haymes Decca 





of New! 


Doris Day 


of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 


RCA to Test New, Untried Tunes, 


Build New Names on Bluebird Label 





‘Wired’ Evidence 


Dallas, Aug. 16. 

Strains of square dance music 
from a wire recorder proved to a 
judge here that the open-air pa- 
vilion operated by Joe Lewis was 
not a public nuisance. 

Neighbor had asked for a court 
order against the pavilion on 
grounds that it was too noisy 
Lewis’ attorney played the music, 
recorded from a lawn beyond the 
house occupied by the complain- 
ant, to prove it was not. Sounds 
of airplanes at a nearby flying 
field, heavy auto traffic noises and 
loud chit chat of passersby—but 
only faint sounds of square dance 
music were on the wire 

Request for a temporary injunc- 
tion was denied. 

Salem Objects, Too 
Salem, O., Aug. 16 

Declaring that coinbox music 
from the open-air Brookwood Roll- 
er Rink is a nuisance, residents of 
the district have filed a petition in 
Common Pleas Court against Ever- 
ett Hall and James Minameyer, 
operators, asking that the rink be 
covered by a roof. 


CORAL SEEKS FULL 
DISTRIB COVERAGE 


Coral Records, Decea subsidiary, 
is going after 100% distributor 
coverage over the country begin- 
ning next month. Currently, Coral 





lists 27 independently - operated 
dispersal points, which, it’s esti- 
mated, cover 80% of the buying 


~ 


area of the U. S. 

Decca Records itself channels its 
product into dealer hands through 
owned and operated distributing 
points. 





John Firman Due 


London, Aug. 16 
John Firman, head of the music 
publishing house of B. Feldman 
Ltd., sails on the Queen Mary 
Sept. 7 on a routine visit to New 


| York. 


Main object of the trip is to re- 
new contacts with U. S. publish- 
ing houses. 


Week of Aug. 13 


Columbia 


EREEEEEIL ESTERS EEEFEHELLEG ELI EL ELLIS ES PSE SED HHELILI LIL IO EEL EET O LOS OHO 
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RCA-Victor does not intend to 
cling exclusively to the recording 
of established its reborn 
Bluebird label, being sold 49c 
(including tax). While Har- 
label, by Columbia 
Records, 


hits for 
at 
the 

mony issued 


the Vocalion sides 
being issued by Decca Records at 


the 


and 


Same price, carry only known 


hits and the 

Bluebird will be operated 

much more flexible basis. 
Originally, it was intended 


reissues to public, 


on a 


to 


groove the revived Bluebird label 
into the same hit category as its 


rival platters. That policy has been 
revised to call for the lower-priced 
Victor sides to operate independ- 
ently material-wise. Hits made by 
Victor’s 79¢c platters or rival labels 
will be channeled into Bluebird 
grooves, but only when it’s practi- 
cal to get them out fast enough to 
take advantage of sales. Otherwise, 


Bluebird will carry new and un- 
tried tunes, and reissues in the 
Same manner as any high-priced 
label. 


RCA’s a & r division heads feel 
that the Bluebird line, as well as 
making a cheap Victor label avail- 
able to record buyers, can be valu- 
able in building future names. And 
unless the artists taken on by Blue- 


bird get a crack at material that 
hasn't already been made a hit by 
Victor’s own 79c artists, or by a 


rival company’s top names, the op- 
portunity to build will be non- 
existent. All new material submit- 
ted to Victor will be measured as to 
its Victor-value against the inter- 
pretive ability of artists on both 
the 79c and 49c platters and placed 
where it will fit best. Of course in 
the majority of cases new tunes 
will demand top name perform- 
ance. 

Publishers, naturally, are not ex- 
pected to fall in love with Victor's 
ideas, but the company’s execs are 
of the opinion that the current 
practice of assigning tunes is a 
vicious cycle that must be agreed 
with by them in most cases, but 
blocks out new talent. Pubs want 
the best names for new tunes and 
the best names want those new 
tunes. That practice continues 
around and around and a new art- 
ist doesn’t get a crack at well re- 
garded material unless he or she 
accidentally comes up with a hit 
and gets a start toward a rep. Vic- 
tor hopes to help gather new reps. 





LES BROWN REPACTED 


FOR BOB HOPE SHOW 


Les Brown's orchestra was signed 


last week to return to the Bob 
Hope-Swan Soap show when it 
goes back on NBC in the fall. It’s 


Brown’s third consecutive season 
with Hope. 


Brown’s orchestra has been in 


the east and midwest most of the 


summer working one-nighters and 


| cashing in on last winter’s Colum- 
| bia disk hit, ‘‘I’'ve Got My Love to 
| Keep Me Warm.’ 


, 


Associated Book- 
ing handles the band. 


RCA’s New Gotham HQ 


For Artists Division 


RCA-Victor is moving the ma- 
jority of its artists and repertoire 
division out of its Radio City, New 





York, offices into new quarters 
leased on 23d street, N. Y., near 
its recording studios. RCA has 


taken 8.000 feet of space on one 
floor, which will house all person- 
nel excepting Red Seal execs and 
secretaries. 

NBC’s Theasaurus, transcription 


library, which Victor a & r divi- 
sion will operate, will also move 
to the new site. Shift will be 


made about Sept. 5. 





Laine Renews 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 

Frankie Laine is now tied down 
for a full seven years to Gabbe, 
Lutz and Heller management. He 
signed a new five-year pact with 
the agency, though his present one 
has two vears to go. General Art- 
books him. 

Sam Lutz first signed Laine 
when he was drawing $75 weekly 
warbling at the old Morocco on 
Vine street, in 1946. Last year 
the singer grossed $400,0C0 


ists 
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at Hotel B.O.’s| TT | ‘RH’ Logging System | R, 
ands t c “U.S Retail Disk Best Seller sei sa y € Re 
Covers Total “ — “ or ‘hard Himber’ d 1 in 1 . 
Weeks Past Covers Some Enchanted Evening Richar umobers new development tn logging broadcast perform. f 
Band Hotel Played Week On | ; ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules 
Freddie Martin .. Waldorf yer en evccers : —_ red _Retall Sheet rig ane, They are compiled on the basis of 1 point for sustaining instrument, 
Nat Brandwynne. . Roosevelt (4 : $ 18 a Ae ¥ aan a’ann| Some Enchanted Evening 2 points for sustaining vocals, 3 for commercial instrumental ‘ . 
Henry Busse .....Statler (450; $1.50-$2).....se00. f | : : ; : » & for 
Kavier Cugat..... Astor (850; $1.50-$2)...... ceccee 2 4225 8,450) “Most Requested” Disk | commercial vocal, respectively, in each of the 3 major territories, New 
ees See, “Some Enchanted Evening” York, Chicago and Coast. For example, a commercial vocal in all Th 
+9 days. three territories counts 12. Added to these totals is the listener ratings atior 
Chicago | Seller on Coin yon of commercial shows. The first group consists of the top 30 songs ago 
, a ee temarck - gs -¢1 cover). | “Some Enchanted Evening” | : ly 
Johnny Brewer (Swiss Chalet, Bismarck, 200; $2 min.-$1 cover). | Week of Aug. 5-Aug. 11, 1949 early 
Fair 1,800 tabs. | ee r= ; ; “Las 
Eddy Howard (Beachwalk, Edgewater; $2 adm). Rain Thursday (11) | Best British Seller a Songs r Publishers on bi 
eve nicked, but nice 14,000 admissions Wedding of Lili Marlene Again—i“Road House” ..... Rua cere: a davigbe a leet ab pave eae a ike eve tors Robbing 
Frankie Masters (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 720; $3.50 min.-$i cover). | —__— _____—___—_' And Jt Still Goes........ eee PSEC eee ate we aoe TORRE Shapiro om 
Ice Show and Masters = at ating — in seul > 6 ; F F Baby, It’s Cold Outside—i‘‘Neptune’s Daughter”......... Morrig et 
Eddie O’Neal (Empire Room, Palmer House, 500; $2.00 min.->1 cover). D H C ali Ha’i__*“< Danifin” reaqe ing 
Liberace and Modernaires reason for upped 3,500 covers a amone S$ eart IC ape uae South Pacific” ©. 0... cee e cece eee e ewes: Williamson lates 
Bill Snyder (College Inn, Sherman, 500; $3.50 min.), “Salute” series ( RCA ( i n COMGY BIGGS 2. ec cscs cseissscrvevrdeceeurescceneons Hill & Range to tt 
still hefty at 3,100 tabs. ues ampa g Dreamy Old New England Moon..........ccccsccccccoees . . Leeds “Mil 
aor ‘i . ’ R : Pee OO NE Gh snes os heap Ks Bobs OER EO DERE SER Lombard I 
¢ . 0 amp 
Los Angeles | | On attinata Reissue Fiddle Dee Dee—i“It’s a Great Feeling”................... Harms of 0 
Eddie Fitzpatrick (Ambassador, 900; $1.50). With Peter Lind Hayes| Roa,-victor is priming a cam- 4 Winds and 7 SeaS............0.cccceccecececeeceeusees Lombardo pric! 
and Mary Healy. Second wk. 3,325 covers. a ; ehsniee of Jon | tow ee iron rer aan Se one. Ph Sara cae “ 
Chuck Foster (Biltmore, 900; $1.50). Eleventh wk. 2,820 covers. — to push the rinses = Oe ie ©) tesa. Morris Ahbe 
Ted Fio Rito (Beverly Hills, 300; $4 min.). Slow 600 covers. Peerce’s Red Seal recording of | PPT TTT TTT TCT RTTOCTT CTT TLE CTT TTT TET TTTe United giver 
a “Mattinata,”’ the Italian classic I’ll Keep the Lovelight Burning....................ecceeee. Laure] Late! 
: . which is the basis of the current It’s a Great Feeling—t“It’s a Great Feeling” ............... »mi the t 
Location Jobs, Not in Hotels is the basis of the current It's a Great Feeling treat Feeling” ...... Remice | thet 
pop hit, You're Breaking My Just One Way To Say I Love You—*‘‘Miss Liberty”........... Berlin 
(Chicago) Heart.” As is usual in such Cases, ‘7 t's Take Old-Fashioned Walk—*“Miss Liberty” Berli “4 
fee Davidson (Chez Paree, 500; $3.50 min.-$1 cover). Jackie Miles the pop adaptation, launched into npg” - : eeees DETIN sal : 
aiid Betty Bruce; 3,500 tabs. ; Ye Or ae cee DURE, Ferre te ERNE THORSEN EMSS E ES CORES Es one eee se he rers Oxford unt 
Lawrence Welk (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). First week for Welk hit js causing a demand for the orig- Maybe It’s Because .............. - . BYC ket. 
husky 12,500 admissions. rn ; vn inal melody. Peerce’s disk is done My One & Only Highland Fling—jt“Barkleys of Broadway”. .H. Warren i 
ing A ag 8 (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.) Start of long run drew) jn Italian. ad Mans Wie 6 te Wane . raed a 
Diiiy 12,000 admissions Such a situation as the one above 4... my. aay 4 tee ; os : . 
Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.). Steady 2,100 covers. couned an watinial tanale ever ror- Now That I Need You—j“Red, Hot and Blue”........... Famous cordi 
as | alties a few years ago. When Frank Riders In the Sky oe OSE 8 aS SS OE SOR Se Soe Se. SS ee Se Ee we & Wire © : Morris coup: 
(Los Angeles) 3 Sinatra’s “I Have But One Heart,” | Room Full of Roses ............ cece cece eee ee eee Hill & Range Mile 
Ray Robbins (Aragon, Santa Monica; 3d wk). Okay 4,000 admissions. paseq on the Italian ‘Marinara,’ Someday You'll Want Me ........ Mokig eaavatrte0% Duchess by’s 
Frankie Carle (Palladium B., Holly wood: 3d wk). Good 12,000 ad- became a pop hit, Musicraft Rec- Some Enchanted Evening —*"South Pacific” Williamson rushe 
missions. ords cut the original melody with There’s Yes Yes In Your Eyes Witmark of co 
Benny Strong (Casino Gardens, Santa Monica; weekend). Okay phil Brito. However. because Through Long and Sleepless Night—i“Come To the Stable” Miller go al 
4400 admissions for three nights. | Musieraft called attention to the Twenty-Four Hours of Sunshine ....... — Advanced sent | 
ot ~~ ——__———_ _ scaedceitanaieta ceameabanniads | disk in advertising by referring to W edding Day TiS oe ne te ee oe ee a ee eo ee ee 2 ee Famous howe 
e pd it as the basis for “I Have But One’ Who Do You Know In Heaven DGG ins svebiabew hen Robbins on th 
Ins! e ¥C esiras— SIC Heart,” Barton Music, which pub- Younger Than Springtime—**South Pacifie’.......... Williamson 50 
“ lished the latter, insisted on a roy- a ove 
: : P F , 2 at i TIERS slat nd . * the l 
Recording companies constantly comb their brains for ideas that will ried rtared gened earned aise H alined Second Group Cole’: 
justify packaging single records and reissuing them as albums, a phase a Se aa ae act hao A Wonderful Guy—*“South Pacific” ..........cececeee. Williamson parer 
of the business that forms a lot of gravy since it often gets rid of single bite ? yr C, ~ na re C «i rg Be Goody Good Good to Me...............ccce0e: United playe: 
disks loafing on shelves. Tommy Dorsey, for example, has a number | PUDNC Comain, the record was De€- non't Call Me Sweetheart Anymore.......... ABC 
s Paces ing sold on the strength of the ae screal 
of albums on the market under various catch-titles. His latest, com- eouyrighted pe lake ro adwaetia. Every Night Is Saturday Night B.M.I. out as 
piled by RCA-Victor, is called “And the Band _. heel It’s made i ss oe ~ Everytime I Meet You—?“Beautiful Blonde Bashful Bend” Feist Las 
up of six sides on which T. D.’s musicians were called upon to supply ‘ ; Five Foot Two, Eyes of Blue Feist itp 
shucks hackate similar to his ‘‘Marie,” his first hit. Tunes will Perhaps the outstanding example Kiss Me Sweet __ ucnonu “ca®  sSesvbeanunacas p Pit —e 
include “East of the Sun’-"I’ll See You in My Dreams”, “Sweet Sue”- Of a pop adaptation causing a clas- Little Fish in a Big Pond—*"Miss Liberty”............ Berlin “Last 
“Yearning”: “Blue Moon”’-“How Am I to Know.” | Sic to sell is the Polonaise. Santly- rook at Me SNe. shih a. toavan sh dase Sadie nd a Sod aks Gebed, bib S 405-4 wh Jewel didn’ 
as |Joy’s publication of “Till the End [ora Belle Lee oo Santly ati 
Bob Harvey, Seattle composer and bandleader, has a chance_at the of Time, which became a smash Love Is a Beautiful Thing ......................... cee. Porgie Yleto 
Ad jackpot with his tune, “Wouldn’t It Be Wonderful,” which Art Mooney | hit, started RCA-Victor’s version of Make Believe ........ cccccececcccccccecccccccccecce. Triangle gardi 
recorded for MGM and Connie Haines for Coral. Bourne, Inc., is pub- the original, by Jose Iturbi, and it Merry Go Round Waltz ...............cccecccee cece, Shapiro ing t 
lishing the tune, and Harvey has had good response already from disk aS been a best-seller ever since. | Similau ...............cccceccee eee... Campbell lumb 
jockeys on his own recording of it for Linden Records here. | Someone Cn 0: <ghinit sce dna ad habiesa-acn tira ace & ccs Warren Publ. going 
_ Harvey used the tune as a sign-off number for his orchestra for some ’ Song of Surrender—?“Song of Surrender” .............. Paramount fit 
t Eddie Wolfstone, another local boy, wrote the lyrics for tl Wat wi ay 
sete nddie Wolfstone, another local boy, wrote the lyrics for the. 00 ui 0 aier Swiss Lullaby ....... Oe I a Southern Cap ¢ 
number. eee . Two Little New Little Blue Little Eyes................... .. Morris too 
| Hollywood, Aug. 16. You're Breaking My Heart ....... CCere er r ee Algonquin 


Though Freddy Martin's orchestra, now -at the Starlight Roof, Tim Spencer, composer of 
Waldorf hotel, New York, does not carry a girl singer, he still performs “Room Full of Roses,” broke his 
the pop, “Baby, It’s Cold Outside” and invariably stops all dance traffic leg over the weekend by falling 
with his arrangement. Instead of a girl-boy combo on the tune, he into his swimming pool, sans water. 
uses two male musicians, one doing a takeoff on a dame. | Mishap occurred at a party for 

Spencer to celebrate his song’s 
hitting eighth place on the Hit Pa- 


You're So Understanding Barron-Pemora 


Pix Bid for TV ! 
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| $80 Per Head tint processes, despite color being that F-WC, part of the National Nove 
G id M ° U much more costly than black-and- | Theatres chain, would be prepared Xma: 
’ Continued from page 2 = ri usICc pped | white filming. | to proceed under the NT banner if ‘enciah 
so 40S £ sles y same ilmites the Government’s order “or a split- 
ball, the French papers were filled group of Riviera regulars. The P Los Angeles, Aug. 16. By the same token, the filmites f tl any ; through Kaye 
, . ; : psa ck er ro football teams out here have will argue, the anticipated growth UP of the company goes 1 
with nothing else but the Petits gowns were exquisite, the hairdos f ate ’ ; in Ake : 1 sent some 
Lits Blancs. The list of the artists | perfectly executed, but there was been notified by Musicians’ Local of large-screen video to theatres But that in itself woul¢ sag oa 
apg + oe Sai Aig ee eee yy Tags ; - 47 that they'll have to be cheered throughout the country will in-| difficulties, since the theatre ve 
nit en ccom pert = 20 Eh Pon Nyc lly Poco omg Po on by a minimum of 40 musicians crease competition and thus bring Plans to date have been integrated Dece 
P : ey ag : . pets. 2 Mase ag : ., at each home grid game—and that about technical advances in video, | 5° tightly within the 20th organ- too, 
which was to include dinner, cham- layed reaction from an incessant : ; * | igati : t -elimi 
, a | each sideman must receive $20 and Because the film industry has ization. Much of the preliminary Jo! 
pagne, and entertainment. As the procession of galas, all for some ; re hee ace ih stry , P ‘outing for 1 
ae cacti each leader $50 per job. Rams and shown it can absorb such tech- @Msineering work and scouting 000 
date approached, the publicity in- excuse or other, or it may have : " + ; Pre ' awenl by 20th 
: ri . Dons are teams affected. nological changes in the past, it Sites has been carried on by RCA 
creased in growing fury as less and. been a general attitude of a crowd > : : ‘wigs é : = ‘ past, : . S able : 
: . . | Scale is slight increase over last may be able to hasten develop- research chief Earl I. Sponabie. Chris 
less tickets were being sold. The too blase to appreciate anything. (|, “ ; “ips BOp* | aterm a 2 or Wi 
; . ' : - year. ment of a suitable color TV system | Whether the theatre company itr 
morning of the ball is was decided The entertainment, which began : 2 SYSteM | a : rer : utfit W 
; ; , or crack some other video problem | the. production-distribution 0 = 
by the committee, headed by Leon after the conclusion of dinner, did : P : , , . . lans, as 
: ; ; : “s for theatres and, subsequently, for WOuld take over those plans, 
Bailby, organizer of the affairs, to little to relieve this uneasy atmos- | ‘ie ‘ a ys | well as Sponable’s services, in case 
lower the price. Those who earlier phere. Half of the acts announced Name Bands er | of diveceament remains to be de- f 
had paid $80 were amazed and didn’t appear, and those that did | termined 
niaie ar iekete oc : ‘ed ¢ ‘ alli . niki Continue b ; 1 g ; , : 
apna baa hy beg along oe eh yam nage = = oe inued fro 1 page 43 Se) Indie Exhibs May Take | Other two majors involved 
e boug e day ( e danc - nearsal 4 ‘oor é : e baa . i : ee e a yn eoists > tion 
= + . eight to ten pieces. g ‘ the current Government ac 
15,000 franes ($47), and for any- acts which included Aime Barelli this Riothinced like Chi lee. oid . Initiative on Video have set no plans for theatre TV. El 
thing from 5,000-10,000 franes ($15- and his band, singer Lucienne Associated Booking ; General Continued growth of theatre tele- But if 20th delays its plans Barr 
5 » f ee ae i ° a J Pe Co were oS ae " nee viagesrd € a < fn otk ; es if age . ‘ ° : c . om % ears 
a for ticke ts without ay > . At a si F sic pe ond = Paris Artists Corp., and Music Corp. of Y!S!0 may get its primary impetus pending an appeal of the divorce ag 
‘ ss A last moment, the Carlton “p¢ zo a ee Junham, America, have asked a good many 20W from independent circuits and | ment decree, the way would be left birth 
hotel and other selling agents re- the Monte Carlo Girls, Ventrilo- of the bands they book to cut down theatre operators, as result of the open for indie circuit operators t0 
portedly were exchanging pace = Ptreny a Sy eld Chevalier, in size and operating expense. In Government's divorcement decree. take the theatre TV lead. First . J. 
for whatever the traffic woulc and singer Suzy Delair, the three fact, many small spots in midwest With 20th-Fox, Warners and Met- step in that direction has been as nd 
bear . la ter were the most enthusias- territory are using local musicians °° forced to give up their domestc sumed by N.Y. indie Si H Fabiab, year- 
rhe setting for the ball was the tically applauded, especially \mer- at seale if the agencies can’t dig up theatre holdings and the accom- | who will have an RCA large-screen Schu 
terraces of the Casino, where 200 ican ventriloquist , Wences who a band for them to play for scale, P@nying exhibition profits, it is be- video projector installed in his ringt 
tables were set amidst the natural came from Paris’ Lido Club This situation hasn’t made book- lieved those interested in theatre Brooklyn Fox house within six 
glamor of the moonlit Mediter- After the end of the entertain- ers happy, for amount of units to 'V may think twice before invest- months and has orders pencilled 1m D 
ranean. Two orchestras played ment, the auGcience was treated to book is on the increase, while !™& the several millions of dollars for another 10 units. P al 
for the diners, while Paris manne- a display of fireworks, which re- spots or locations for them, seem Mecessary to put large-scale video Film industry, meanwhile will 
quins paraded in the latest putedly cost over 1,000,000 francs. to be diminishing. on a mass basis. bombard the Federal Communica- Fu 
fashions. rhis too was badly organized with Orchs formerly pulling down Immediately affected, of course, tions commission with requests for nan 
That the spectators were among flames shooting dangerously close $1,500 to $2,000 a night, are now is 20th, which has already taken exclusive video channels for the Since 
ti® most famous and glamorous of to the flimsy dresses of the women, playing spots in midwest for $750, preliminary steps to launching a atre tele within the next ye Shep 
the favored rich could not be and disaster just missed as three while territory bands that took string of 22 Fox-West Coast the-, weeks. Following last week's ol Cessf 
denied. At ringside tables could dinner jackets barely escaped away $600 to $750 for one-night atres connected by TV. Twentieth cision of the Motion Picture Ass day 
be seen the Duke and Duchess of burning. The evening finished stand, are working for around $400. execs in their recent drive for in- of America to file for such rf due 
Windsor. accompanied by commen- off with a small battle between Operators are also nixing new creased film rentals emphasized the nels, it has been learned that yt Sibly 
tator Henry Taylor, Princess An- Casino employees and three news- bands in their spots, at above-scale Company had actually suffered a,lar requests are to be made 7 Gc 
dree Khan and Prince Sadri ‘Aga pe photographers Samedi-Soir, prices, on grounds that if a name loss in production and distribution 20th, Par., Theatre NT ae date; 
Khan's younger son); the Darryl France . Dimanche, aud Paris- outfit can't bring ‘em in, certainly during 1948, being able to show a America and the Society o! — 
F. Zanucks with Elsa Maxwell and Match) w ho resented being told to new ones don’t stand achance. Asa profit only through theatre earn- | Picture Engineers. FCC will bee 
the Louis Jourdans, Errol Flynn, leave by the Casino. This fortu- result, midwest agencies and book- ings. If those earnings are cut off, set a date for hearings, at bs ran Ja 
Jean Simmons, Jan Kiepura and nately tsar witnessed by tew as the ers are bringing in very few East- Consequently, the company may not time the companies and “ee the s 
Marta Eggerth, Michele Morgan majority of the people had either ern or Coast outfits, unless they’ve feel prepared to invest in theatre tions will present their — balir 
with Henri Vidal and the Jean- left or had gone to the gambling established themse'ves at certain, TV immediately. on why the channels shou > sey 
Pierre Aumonts, and the inevitable rooms. spots in this territory, it is believed possible, of course, granted. Gon 
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ve <a $$$. a 
September... Elliot Lawrence sits 
down at Lagoon, Salt Lake City, | e 
“ week of Aug. 39, before taking a 
n é p Ga crack at one-night stands in these an EVIEWS 
parts... Art Kassel stays at Troca- | 
og Evansville, Ind., until Labor | 3 
ay ... Monchita band into Chez § 
Inara a ; . —— 
New York week Aug. 29... Everett Neil's Paree, Sept. 13. . . Gordon Trio | JOE VERA ORCH (6) former accompanist. ©’ 
hand salted dor. vareten! pacted with Rondo Records, cut-| : 3 , = Neal isn’t 
oe ae i BN i subbed for vacationing Al) ;;,, saas B ea ah Hotel Bellerive, Kansas City, Mo. Mew to the orch biz, however 
: Coral Records putting a drive 00 wWarsieo outfit at Nixon Cafe ting 8 sides for fall schedule . ing had his o , NOwever, hay. 
Kenny Roberts’ “I Never See Mag- Lee Barrett followed Tommy Car- Harry Cool and Mel Brandt Trio| A home-town boy who sid athe Drake “hotel - i band at 
Cet te ares by ag —— lyn band into Kennywood Park .. . es AS sgh gyre ge me single piano turn in many of} year and a-half, and dole for a 
Fase Conlame iniaen tke tall | Toa ee Gan es | ee 26 . . . Alvino Rey will swing | C's smaller clubs, Joe Vera has/™month stint at the Palace ye 
| oe : en = — og: - Hollywood Show. Bar until that oy ——. : “y on a ers had hi = encidatite le Va there before joining Miss S| 1otel 
player-disk parade last week by spot closed, now pops dance tunes) ; — o 30 Johnny Long | "4 . ae See deed O’Neal 88's wi is areca 
naming a bop creation recorded at Erectors Society, private mem- into Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans, | about a year in the Chicago area. | turing ns aie Oe fea- 
for RCA-Victor, “Yankee Clipper” bership clul Big Willis “= | Sept. 21 for four weeks . . . Bob ssa ale =f; ‘ach; ‘ bass : $ via flute 
Hal Tuni atin : ae : pclub.. 1g illiam Penn Rant Dated Bly ag ee His current stand in the Casbah, oboe and bass clarinet. Orch dope 
{al Tunis, WVN.J, Newark, disk hotel has no music anywhere for ™“? ert, band booker for Chi office sllerive Hotel - his first in Beat job on danceables, gj pes 
jockey, planned to plug himself and first time in years, what with Ter- of MCA, off for two-week vacash. Bellerive —— is Bis ST 38 hefty play to standards a Siving 
tunes from Al Jolson’s new picture, | race Room shut for remodeling and, Vitto MCA’s Cole Keys. home territory and rhumbas. Drums and — 
age hae Again,” by having a Continental Bar bandless as well. St a It’s a colorful instrumentation,| plus four reeds. three brass a 
‘ . > 1 . . = Y. c ' ; s ~ - 7 c 
it fe ee 2 a eee W Ik 0 k f t Mili involving piano, electric gultar, ac- oe ae add up to well-bal- 
(Wednesday) toting portable radios Chicago e r e S I er | cordion, tenor sax, string bass and ~ Hawes ghey rig Ay 
tuned to his show, which will be Woody Herman into Lakeside drum. Orchestrations play up the) goubles at lead leunaaet." enas 5 
spinning Jolson’s Decca records Park, Denver. Colo.. week of Aug Beer for Fall Sponsor keyboard, other instruments center: | jitely besides supp! a yore the 
“South Pacific’ score surpassed 30... . Jackie Cain, former vocalist arene ; ing around Vera. Group 1s well syncopation and Pee. qance-set 
1,000,000 copies of sheet music last with Charlie Ventura, and husband dl - lywood, Aug. 19. graced with vocalists, however, as} vocals. Orch backs - Mt Mt willl 
week, accounted for mostly by Roy Kral who 88'ed and arranged, , Laurence Welk band has been Vera has Jimmy Markey to double | he around for some ti . aa 
“Some Enchanted Evening.” “Won- for Ventura, have own outfit signed by Miller High Life beer | voice from the guitar, Bud Balzer i me. Greg, 
derful Guy” and “Bali Ha’i” Al (GAC s breaking in at Flame.! for 13 weeks this fall over ABC} from the tenor sax, and Frank 
Donahue’s band held over at Rice Minneapolis, until Aug. 21... Dick’ network, commencing Aug. 31.) Mason from bass. ; Di k J k . 
hotel. Houston, until Sept. 4, then Bradley, prez of Tower Records, on Welk has been airing for the brew Principally the .crew Is con- 1S 0c ey Reviews 
one-nights into Statler hotel, De- Coast for confabs with Capitol’ company as a summer show. Pro- cerned with Latin rhythms, a big A SONG FO ’ — 
troit, opening Sept. 206 for seven oo 4 Harry Hall, vocalist in| gram will be a half-hour Wednes- favorite in this room. | Vera’s own With 1 a — 
oer: Mac Kocper heads _ new Pte ll at bP nog ol “ day nights. pe paste iy igh vonal most yo 45 Mins. suites 
gg Hrotchiong Bcc ge A ogg aS Sept. 29 on the Wayne King Show, W elk’s band goes into the Pal- ge esi Mg a a Mig ge Participating 
4 a AVES Se C 1tto Oo! ar- for Standard Oil ; Duke Elling- ladium here for seven weeks Aug. a : 5 ss 5 in : 7 te vsti “ Mon. to Fri., 3:35 p.m, 
eck Music ..George Shotiler took gt ing I ee , ar Ge ae hatin | please most everyone. Vera makes | war S 
K Baws ton slated for Click. Philly. week |: oin at the ballroom will be | };. ot a a WOKO, Albany 
over professional management of | o¢ 9R rience a aban? Se ag i cee © | his sets entirely requests. Its anew : 
4 Micholae Faget pot oe of Aug. 26... Jean Tauber, disk $3,000 weekly guarantee and a split | jqeqg here, but apparently draws This program is probably tt 
St. 1 as Music ,ouis Camito ia a Kooga? mt a salen es , we z re, appare aws ni anty tne 
withdrew from Warren Publica- 5 plilgger te ep ge plas of ¢ on gross over $8,500 extra attention from patrons to the voy pear rer regularly handled 
tions, selling out piece he had of ogg %, “i — | band. yy a Negro disk jockey in the Al- ; 
pesinarationts Guar hn here . . . Bob Berke into Peabody see tencmasecntnsaniensietieet | “\Wera’s crew will be out of the bany area. Lewis, originally heard 
a reores we oe 7) | Bellerive for the early winter sea- © a late-evening poetry show via ‘ 
weeks .es Brown, heading for W k | Si | erie la w. WABY. is not publicized as 
Wrest Const <a Seandonwenia. ison, but are due back for the pre- » 1S” publicized as to race. 
Hollywood fake City , en preg ey Salt ake y 5 ing e | holiday stretch. Quin. litle for feature stems from musie 
Horace Heidt and Mrs. Lack in| Eddie Hubbard’s ABC Chesterfield Hollywood, Aug. 16. —_—_—_—— he plays for an unnamed “Cinder- 
L. A. after two-week biz and pleas-| C patedinde 7 eae sh ‘ Jimmy Wakely will do his first ella Throughout the 45 minutes 
c V } Club (WIND), open doors to live’ |; , : EDDIE O’NEAL ORCI 3 is ¢ "ESS " 
ure trip to Europe ... Ken Myers,| aud each Sat. night starting Aug single, with guitar, on a two-week | + apd iene RCH (13) via Lewis addressed her by that name 
trumpeter, rejoins Eddy Howard’s 13. It’s first live studio show for Stand at the Thunderbird, Las Empire Room, Palmer House, Chi | or by® you. Idea apparently is to 
band as advance man in eight| platter-spinner in the area Vegas, starting Nov. 24. He’s never Getting into the mig sessue In | crease emotional impact. 
weeks when he recovers from a Louis Jordan works midwest terri- Worked without band backi Rb Ae ae lw —_ a nackte Platterman works with an alert 
ahs ; ; t terri acking be- | O’Ne > sh: ect 
seasion at yet hospit: : we t be Neal, a personable chap from) eagerness, i AYS AS 
pital in Woods, tory one-nighters, latter part of fore ’ ; Ps , a ae, 1 ON StWays 8 somes 
Wisconsin. Illness will prevent his : ’ ‘ ° the Coast and Dorothy Shay’s! professional touch. New to the 
playing with the ork .. . Charlie a 7 ._| business, he displays rough spots 
Barnet band sets out on a Pacific which probably will polish off. 
northwest one-niter tour Aug. 29, | Lewis often talks too much and his 
eye Matias veer “> windup | script, if he follows one, is not 
Sept. in Dainville, Mont. at T T tight. However, his knowledge of 
Leighton Noble cut four sides for HEE BES SELLERS music and choice of 8 | 
; { four | : oice of selections rate 
\ —. ve Jack Nye’s band gets recognition. Introduction to a 
$1,000 for a private party Aug. 20 Gershwin number, on one _ shot 
at Chula Vista home of Mary R heard aceful 
Birch, wealthy rancher . . Ada aE ee on informal, inti 
poh so gy le eng cig mo VARIETY ——— “ mate — with the store-service 3 
disbé avor single, i: Rion. ‘ ; tS commercials. H eaves i 
~~ at the Moulin Rouge, New Survey of retail sheet music & 5 3 . 5 shileesnhical Bll gph Bo age 
Jeans ive sp A aa = f be : ; oI = ©. -o o : ’ 
prick “yy 0 Dg ge a eR Be sales, based on reports obtained S nt 5 2/0 signoff.. Show is cut half-way for 
into Mapes hotel, Reno. Sept. 8 from leading stores in 12 cities © roy % a | S | 3 See eae ee eee nea 
‘ails re ae ane Steve and showing comparative sales a Sd | S 5 4 | = 3 ~— 
en on two of Allen’s originals ratin ; | W =2|A/\4 T i 
for Metit’s Maamalia takel Tunes g for this and last week. _lglglelgle 2 | wie ie Z 7 
are “This Is It” and “Box 13” — eioi/eivulsisisieg/2\3 {2 ee ae 
Eddie Gilmartin, mana ge r of sit eleis| & | - | 215 El¢ . | With Emerson Knighton and Bill 
Tommy Dorsey's Casino Gardens, ra a = clninie | 8. | S | £\4 ~ : po one 
Santa’ Monica, will be sues Week Ending (2/2 /2/8/alei* ie (2/14 /3| & || Partetpatine 
ie. National Assn. of Ball- National g # a 2 77) z s = | >. s | a 3 P | EKA’ Beatie 
room Ops. Chi. 4-6 _E ati #2/UVle |§ 71S I(BSlE/F2 (e148 138 | ~ = eae i 
Carmichael and Buddy niet back ene A u g 13 3 | 6 bo . g f a;</|o| = | Zi-|* ae Teen ener’ See 
in town from Indiana location Thi . ~» |e) sie! 8 c eis/|8 | @lialig! I | Shapes up as an entertaining show. 
stints on Ronnie Alcorn’s “Johnny is Last . s;</8 3 mM | a < 3 | 7 4 = N Pair alternate and/or combine on 
| eran -. . Clark Dennis opens on. wk. Title and Pyblisher % 4 Sisi/51/8/318) 8 | 3 E 3.6 pecreriar vc pig vagy er — naa 
ortnite at Thunderbird, Las Vegas, ——————oee IAT O Te [MLO ID aR -) iMmMigae le & Ss merciais to put over a disk show 
Sept. 1. Lack of music shows in 1 1 “Enchanted Evenin i, (W’ms SSE i that’s out of the ordinary. Em- 
network summer replacements 2 3 “na mer ae Ee mson).. 3 1 1 _1 1 1 1 1 1 1 b i 118 -phasis is on straight selling of 
makes tune - touting jobs scarce ayes ali Ha’i” (Williamson) ee 23 236.903 5... ¢ @ ge lige Eg — 
pore. with 18 jobless in Music Pub- 3 4 “Room Full of Roses” (Hill-Range) 2 5 8 .. 6 10 7 6... 7 3 with Knighton (Sandy) on ithe 
isners Contact Employees loeal, 4 5 “Again” (Robbins) ___ : iia ms 7 ec Waa eek —— me TE 2 54 deep, mellow side; Tunstall (Bill) 
which numbers 75 active members. i =e a OR Te ee 6. 5 51 jon the sharp. 
pe cts snsersneninaaiioig watt and Ever” (Robbins)... 6 9 6 .. 8 7 2 § -3 45 Introductions mix knowing chat- 
Pittsburgh 6 6 “It’s Cold Outside” (Melrose)... ... 4 10 8 5 5... 3 2. ter about tunes and talent to one 
Sus Sal GEE sebeialeh es ‘78 “Riders in the Sky” (Morris) ae weitere a a pk toe _ 40 effect, with even some verse tosse 
Hi, pianis or 8 7 Bese Bcoacl e oa = 3 4 2s @# in. Commercials are handled with 
y= Anongy | and 9 recently with 5 il Breaking My Heart” (Algonquin) 1 6. 5 sa wees ame need same easy style but good impact, 
aes a tickling es Nee 9° 9 “Old Fashioned a "es were 7 _6 .. 35 and each week there’s a mystery 
Green’s cocktail lounge . . . Charlie 107 “Yes in Your Eyes” (Remick)... .._. —— we a — ne — with prizes for first correct 
ringed of annaye Carlo’s song 11 12 “i Don’t See Me” (Laurel)........9 10 7 .. — oe a Sana aa _. oe 
eam of Owen Murray, wrote 12A .. “4 Winds and 7 Seas” Roa a ee kta 7 27 re, | 
tune called “Everything You Said 2A. ._ “4 Winds and 7 Seas” (Lombardo) 10 5 .. 10 4 | Pee oF ‘ ; Cit 
Came True,” which Sammy Kaye 12B “Maybe It’s Because” (BVC)... 4. Be ; - —— .. h “ew 4 tae acre sy 
tines , : : A —_ —, ee ee ee ou Pa See Gee —— as taken over the copyrig 
ow --. ieee See Ore Seem 13°10 “Wonderful Guy” (Williamson) wr a [ee 83 .- 9 22 Ftice an Old Cold Tater an 
ogue rac - - . a a ee ~~ pc cinietons xe? ag i iz 
p< Pr ai la ma . feo 14 ‘24 Hrs. of Sunshine” (Witmark). ............. .. 3 a Ce Wait,” new hillbilly tune by FE. ™. 
‘ ‘opa te ee ne s+ 2 se Bae. Bartlett and adapted by EK. M. 
Brumley. 
an Nr a ————7_ 
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Get an EARFUL of the new rhythm hit by 


JOAN WHITNEY and ALEX KRAMER. 








Recorded on DECCA +24690 , , , Gordon Jenkins 
CAPITOL +57-567 ... Margaret Whiting and Johnny Mercer 





rane KRAM ER-WHITNEY, INC. 
BLUM, Prof. Mgr. -16§0 Broadway, New York 
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Compiled for VARIETY 


By JULIUS MATTFELD 
(Copyright, Variety, Inc. 


Song Cavalcade started publication Oct. 6, 1948, and will cation serially. 


be serialized weekly until brought up to 1948 

Legends and other basic backaround information, attendant 
to the compilation and presentation, appeared in the Oct. 6, 
1948, issue when the Variety Song Cavalcade started publi- 


VARIETY SONG CAVALCADE 


srsesessseseses (Musical-Historical Review: 1800-1948) 


All Rights Reserved) 


It is suggested that these installments be Harms, Inc. 
clipped and filed for future reference. 





1926—Continued 


Charmaine. w., m., Erno Rapee 
and Lew Pollack. San Francisco: 
Sherman, Clay & Co., cop. 1926 by 


Baby Face. w., m., Benny Davis 
and Harry Akst. Jerome H. Remick 
& Co., cop. 1926. 


tecause I Love You. w., m., Irv- Belwin, Inc. 
jne Berlin. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop Cherie, I Love You. w., m., Lil- 
1926. lian Rosedale Goodman, Harms, 
The Birth of the Blues (George Inc., cop. 1926. 


Clap Yo’ Hands (Oh, Kay!). w., 
Ira Gershwin. 
win. Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. 
Cossack Love Song (Song of the 
Flame). w., Otto Harbach and Os- 
car Hammerstein, 2nd. m., Her- 
bert Stothart and George Gersh- 
win. Harms, Ince., cop. 1926. 
Cross Your Heart (Queen High). 
w.. B. G. DeSylva. m., Lewis E. 
Gensler. Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. 
A Cup of Coffee, a Sandwich and 


White’s Seandals). w., B. G. De- 
Sviva and Lew Brown. m., Ray 
Henderson. Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. 

Black Bottom (George White’s 
Scandals). w., B. G. DeSylva and 
I.ew Brown. m., Ray Henderson. 
Harms, Ine., cop. 1926. 

Black Eyes [Dark Eyes]. Orch 
composition. m., arranged by 
Harry Horlick and Gregory Stone. 
Carl Fischer, Inc., cop. 1926. 


The Blue Room (The Girl. you (Charlot’s Revue of 1926). w., 
Friend). w., Lorenz Hart. m., Rich- Billy Rose and Al Dubin. m., Jos- 
ard Rodgers. Harms, Inc., cop. enh Meyer. Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. 
1926 The Desert Song (The Desert 

Breezin’ Along With the Breeze. Song). w., Otto Harbach and Os- 
w.. m., Haven Gillespie, Seymour car Hammerstein, 2nd. m., Sig- 
Simons and Richard A. Whiting. mund Romberg. Harms, Inc., cop. 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 1926. 
19°6. Do-Do-Do (Oh, Kay!). w., Ira 


m., George Gershwin. 
cop. 1926. 


Gershwin. 
Harms, Ine., 
Dreaming. w., m., L. W. Heisler 
and J. Anton Dailey. Jerome H. 
Remick & Co., cop. 1926. 
Everything’s Gonna Be _ All 
Right. w.. m., Benny Davis and 
Harry Akst. Henry Waterson, Inc., 


Bring Back Those Minstrel Days. 
w., Ballard MacDonald. m., Mar- 
tin Broones. Shapiro, Bernstein 
& Co., Inc., cop. 1926. 

Bye Bye Blackbird. w., Mort 
Dixon. m., Ray Henderson. Jerome 
H. Remick & Co., cop. 1926. 














—— == Cop. 1926. 
Flapperette. Piano solo. m., 
THE EVER POPULAR | Jesse Greer. Jack Mills, Inc., cop. 


STANDARD |] 1926 


Florida, the Moon and You 
(Ziegfeld’'s American Revue of 
1926). w.. Gene Buck. m., Rudolf 
Frim!. Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. 

Following the Sun Around (Rio 
Rita). w., Joseph McCarthy. m., 
Harry Tierney. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1926 

For My Sweetheart. w., Gus 
Kahn. m., Walter Donaldson. Jer- 


ome H. Remick & Co., cop. 1926. 
Gentlemen Prefer Blondes 

(Queen High). w., B. G. DeSylva. 

m., Lewis E. Gensler. Harms, Inc., 


| LAUREL MUSIC CORP. 
| 1619 Broadway, N. Y. 19 


| 
' 




















cop. 1926. 
—_—_—! “Gimme” a Little Kiss, Will 
“Ya” huh? w., m., Roy Turk, Jack 
A NEW JIMMY McHUGH Smith and Maceo Pinkard. Irving 
Berlin, Inc., cop. 1926. 
STANDARD The Girl Friend (The Girl 


Lorenz Hart. m., 
Harms, Inc., cop. 


Friend). = w.. 
Richard Rodgers. 
1926. 

The Girl Is You and the Boy Is 
Me (George White’s Scandals). w., 
B. G. DeSylva and Lew Brown. m., 


IT’S A MOST 
UNUSUAL 


DAY Ray Henderson. Harms, Inc., cop. 
1926 
Hello, Aloha!— How Are You? 
o w.. L. Wolfe Gilbert. m., Abel 
Music by eee Baer. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1926. 


Hello! Swanee—Hello! w., m., 
Sam Coslow and Addy Britt. Henry 
Waterson, Inc., cop. 1926. 

Horses. w., m., Byron Gay and 
Richard A. Whiting. Leo Feist, 
Inc., cop. 1926. 

llow I Love You (Big Boy). w.. 
m., Lew Brown and Cliff Friend. 
Irving Berlin, Ine., cop. 1926. 


JIMMY McHUGH 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 

















¥ music 


3 I'm Just Wild About Animal 
wy BOURNE Crackers. w.. m., Fred Rich, Sam 
Bs Coslow, and Harry Link. Henry 


Waterson, In¢.. cop. 1926. 

I Know That You Know (Oh, 
Please!). w.. Anne Caldwell. m., 
Vincent Youmans. Harms, Inc., 
cop. 1926. 

If I Could Be With You One 
Hour TVo-Night ‘introduced in the 
film: Flamingo Road, 1949). w., m., 
Henry Creamer and Jimmy John- 
son Jerome H. Remick & Co. 
cop. 1926. 

In a Little Spanish Town.  w.. 
Sam M. Lewis and Joe Young. m.. 
Mabel Wayne. Leo Feist, Inc., 
cop. 1926. 

It All Depends on You. w., m., 
G. DeSylva, Lew Brown and 

Iienderson. DeSylva, Brown 
Henderson. Inc., cop. 1926. 

Katinka. w.. Ben Russell. 
Henry Tobias. Leo Feist, 


2 
cop. 1926. 


BLUE SKIRT A athe Birdie Told Me So 
(Peggy-Ann). w., Lorenz Hart. a 
. WwW A L T Zz Richard Rodgers. Harms, ome” 
” 
TING-A-LING 


cop. 1926.  _ 
The Little White House—at the 
MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway New York 19, N. ¥. 














| 
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m., 
Inc., 





End of Honeymoon Lane (Honey- 
moon Lane). w.. m., Eddie Dow- 
ling and James F. Henley. Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 1926. 
Lonesome and Sorry. w., m.. 








m., George Gersh-, 


vis and Jesse Greer. Shapiro, Bern- | 


Boheme Verlag; cop. 1926 by 
s, Inc. 

Havhen the Red, Red Robin Comes 

Bob, Bob, Bobbin’ Along. w., m., 

Harry Woods. Irving Berlin, Inc., 

cop. 1926. 

Where’d You Get Those Eyes? 
w., m., Walter Donaldson. Leo 
Feist, Inc., cop. 1926. 

Where Do You. Work-a, John? 
w., m., Mortimer Weinberg, Charley 
Marks and Harry Warren. Shapiro, 
Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 1926. 

Why Do I (The Girl Friend). w., 
Lorenz Hart. m., Richard Rodgers. 
, cop. 1926. 

Yankee Rose. w., Sidney Holden. 
Irving Berlin, 








m., Abe Frankel. 


Attention is hereby called to the fact that this material is lin., cop. 1926. 
copyright and may not be reproduced either wholly or in part. | 





| The younger generation was re- 
ferred to as “flaming youth.” 

For every 100 marriages there 
were 15 divorces, or a ratio of 
about seven to one. 

Aimee Semple McPherson disap- 
peared off a bathing beach and 
made headlines. Her temple mean- 
time was packed. 

Rudolph Valentino died, and a 
lerowd of a dozen city blocks jam- 

Ma Curiy-Headed Babby. w., M., | med traffic at the funeral. 

George H. Clutsam. London. Chap- | Gertrude Ederle conquered the 
pell & Co., Ltd., cop. 1926. ‘English Channel in 14 hrs., 31 mins. 

Mammy’s Little Kinky Headed; Gene Tunney took Jack Demp- 
Boy. W., Joseph M. White. m., sey’s heavyweight crown after 10 
George J. Tinkaus. M. Witmark & rounds (decision) in Philadelphia. 
Sons, cop. 1926. The gate was $1,900,000. 

Mary Lou. w., Chain stores grew by leaps and 
George Wagsner bounds. So did installment selling. 


Davis and Con Conrad. 
Waterson, Inc., cop. 1926. 
Day (George White’s 
Scandals). w., B. G. DeSylva and 
Lew Brown. m., Ray Henderson. 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. 


Benny 
Henry 
Lucky 


m., Abe Lyman, 
and J. Russell 


Robinson. Henry Waterson, Inc., Nearly 2,000 persons died of poi- 
cop. 1926. son liquor. Bootleg prices pegged 
Me Too. w., m., Harry Woods, Scotch at $48 a case; rye (very bad 


quality) $85; champagne (real) $95; 
beer (needle) $38. 

The Black Bottom took its place 
' alongside the Charleston. 

Gilda Gray (in vaudeville) and 


Charles Tobias and Al Sherman. 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. 
1926. 
Mississippi. 
Ferdie Grofe. 
1926. 
Moonlight on the Ganges. w., 
Chester Wallace. m., Sherman 
Myers. Harms, Ine., cop. 1926 by 
Cecil Lennox & Co., Ltd., London. 


Suite for piano. m., 
Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 


symbols. 

From out of the sea came a hurri- 
cane that blew a path of destruc- 
\tion across Florida and its thriving 
real estate developments. With the 


Mountain Greenery (Garrick ds : : 
Gaieties). w., Lorenz Hart. m., [> the Florida boom col 
i Rodgers. Harms, Inc., saad “Peaches” Browning sued E. W. 


Browning for separation and the 
tabloid newspaper went to town. 
| Phonograph records were an 


Muddy Water. w., Jo’ Trent. m., 
Peter De Rose and Harry Richman. 
Broadway Music Corp., cop. 1926. 

My Dream of the Big Parade. 
w., Al Dubin. m., Jimmy McHugh. 
Jack Mills, Inc., cop. 1926. 

My Yoreador—Spanish title: El 
telicario. English words, William 


| sic. 

Radio grew bigger and stouter. 
In November, the National Broad- 
icasting Co. designated WEAF and 
WJZ (both New York) as key sta- 


Cary Duncan. m., Jose Padilla. |tions for parallel chains, of which 
Harms, Inc., cop. 19926. Merlin Hall Aylesworth was presi- 

One Alone (The Desert Song). dent. Meantime Washington, aware 
w., Otto Harbach and Oscar Ham- of the tremendous clamor for wave- 


merstein, 2nd. m., Sigmund Rom- | lengths, got ready to set up a Fed- 


berg. Harms, Inc.. cop. 1926. eral Radio Commission to put some 
Our Director. March. m., F. E. order into the rising chaos. 
Bigelow. Boston: Walter Jacobs, It was clearly apparent that 


Inc., cop. 1926. ; vaudeville was on the downgrade. 


Play Gypsies— Dance Gypsies Continuous vaudeville was vigtually 
(Countess Maritza). w., Harry B. | all that was left of the 40-y®ar-old 
Smith. m., Emmerich Kalman. |8iant, and trade papers laid the 


Harms, Inc., cop. 1924 by W. Kare- blame on theatre owners who 
zag: cop. 1926 by Harms, Inc. | bought their entertainment by the 
Poor Papa—He’s Got Nuthin’ at ©4N, and on vaudeville itself, which 
All. w., Billy Rose. m., Harry had failed to take cognizance of 
Woods. Irving Berlin, Inc., cop. Changing times. 
1926. | Contract bridge began to edge 
The Ranger's Song (Rio Rita), Ut auction bridge. 
w., Joseph McCarthy. m., Harry|,, Plays of the year included 
Tierney. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1926. | “Chicago” (Francine Larrimore), 
The Riff Song (The Desert Song). | Gentlemen Prefer Blondes,” 
w., Otto Harbach and Oscar Ham- | ‘Queen High,” “The Desert Song,” 
merstein, 2nd. m., Sigmund Rom- || The Constant Wife” (Ethel Barry- 
berg, Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. |more), ‘The Silver Cord” (Laura 
Rio Rita (Rio Rita). w., Joseph | Hope Crews) and “The Great 
MeCarthy. m.. Harry Tierney, | Gatsby. F 
Leo Feist. Inc., cop. 1926. | _Among the films were “Ben-Hur” 
Say It Again. w., Harry Rich-| (Ramon Novarro, Francis X. Bush- 
man. m., Abner Silver. Irving free’ May McAvoy), What Price 
Berlin, Inc., cop. 1926. |Glory?” (Victor McLaglen, Edmund 


The Sleigh. w., Ivor Tchervanow. | YOWe and Dolores Del Rio) and 
(Ronald Colman). 


m., Richard Kountz. G. Schirmer, | Beau Geste” 
Inc., cop. 1926. 
Sleepy Head. w., 


m., Benny Da- | Crawford, Fay Wray, Janet Gay- 


nor, Mary Astor and Dolores Del 


stein & Co., Inc., cop. 1926. | Rio 


Someone to Watch Over Me 
(Oh, Kay!). w.. Ira Gershwin. m., 





George Gershwin. Harms, Inc., 1927 
cop. 1926. A Souv 
Sunny Disposish (Americana). | tage. tn teen a 


w., Ira Gershwin, m., Philip Chari 


Harms, Inc. cop” 1926, 8. Sylva, Brown & Henderson, Inc. 


rms, Inc., cop ; . 1927 by The Lawrence Wright 

famiani Trail. w., m., Cliff we:;. y ence Wrig! 
Friend and Joseph H. Santly, | Music Co., London; assigned 1927 
Jerome H. Remick & Co., cop. 1926. Inc esyiva, Brown & Henderson, 

Ting-a-Ling—The Waltz of the | : 

Bells. w., Addy Britt. m., Jack| 4t¢ You Lonesome Tonight. w., 
Little. Henry Waterson, Inc., cop. ™», Rey Turk and Lou Handman. 
1926 |irving Berjin, Inc., cop. 1927. 

A Tree in the Park (Peggy-Ann), |_,4t Sundown. w., m., Walter Don- 
w., Lorenz Hart. m., Richard Rodg- aldson. Leo Feist, Inc., cop. 1927. 
ers. Harms, Inc., cop. 1926. | Away Down South in Heaven. 

Valencia (Introduced in the re- |W: Bud Green. m., Harry Warren. 


vue: The Great Temptations). Orig- | Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., Inc., cop. | 


inal French words, Lucien Boyer | 2 

and Jacques Charles; American! The Best Things in Life Are Free 
version, Clifford Grey. m., Jose | (Good News). w., m., Bud G. De- 
Padilla. Harms. Inec., cop. 1925 by Sylva, Lew Brown and Ray Hen- 
Francis Salabert, Paris: American | derson, DeSylva, Brown & Hen- 
version cop. 1926 by Francis Sala- | derson, Inc., cop. 1927. 


bert,Inc. | Bill (Show B 
’ : oat). » we 
Valentine. w.. Albert Wille- Wodehouse and Gece” Hammer: 
metz. m., fH. Christine. Harms, | stein, 2nd. m., Jerome Kern. T. B 
Inc., cop. 1925 by Francis Salabert, | Harms Co., cop. 1927 Awd 


Paris; cop. 1926 by Harms, Ine Blue Ski i 
is; _b ; : es. w. fo 
W ell Have a Kingdom (The Wild lin. Irving Berlin ~ oy 197 
Rose). w., Otto Harbach and Oscar By the Bend of the River w.. 
Hammerstein, 2nd. m., Rudolf Bernhard Haig. m., Clara Edwards. 
Friml. {Harms. Inc.], cop. 1926 by G. Schirmer Inc co 1927 i" 
Arthur Hammerstein. | Broken Hearted = m Bud G 
oon ow is a Me — G. rach Lew Brown and Ray Hen- 
eSylva. - 2 atscher. derson. DeS P 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1924 by Wiener derson, Inc., “a 127. ila 





Clara Bow (in the film “It’’) became 


Can’t Help Lovin’ 
ae want). w., Oscar 
stein, 2nd. m., Jerome 
Harms Co., cop. 1927. Kem. T. B. 

C’est Vous—lIt’s You. w 
Abner Greenberg, Abner § 
an arry Richman. i : 
Ine., cop. 1927. Trving Berlin, 

oe. w., Gus Kahn. m ; 
Moret, San Francisco: Villa % Neil 
Inc., cop. 1927, Files Moret, 
iN noppbourine. 
m., W. C. Polla. Ha 
1927. ne 

Dancing the Devil Awa 
Afterwards Introduced in the Pa : 
The Cuckoos). w., m., Otto Hat 
bach, Bert Kalmar and Harry Ruby, 
T. B. Harms Co., cop. 1927 “ 

Dear Eyes That Haunt N 
Circus Princess). w., wane 
Smith. m., Emmerich Kalman, 
Harms, Inc., cop. 1926 by En- 
— yeaa Julius Brammer & 
Alfred Grunewald; cop. 

Harms, Inc. - by 

Diane (Film: Seventh 
w., m., Erno Rapee and 
lack. 
1927. 

The Doll Dance. Piano 


Dat Man 
Hammer. 


. m., 
ilver 


Piano solo, 
, Inc., Cop, 


ucky; 


Heaven), 


" Lew . 
Sherman, Clay and Co., = 


solo. m,, 


| Nacio Herb Brown. San Francisco; 


Sherman, Clay & Co., cop. 1927 
East of the Moon, West of ‘the 
. vs Fleta Jan Brown, m 
erbert Spencer. M. Wi ¥ 
Sons, cop. 1927: a a 
Funny Face (Funny Face), w 
Ira — ae George Gersh- 
win. New World Music Co 
1927. bat 53 
Gid-ap, Garibaldi. w., 
Johnson and Billy Moll 
Warren. Shapiro, Bernstein & Co 
Inc., cop. 1927. is 
Hallelujah! (Hit the Deck), w 
Leo Robin and Clifford Grey, m°” 
Vincent Youmans. Harms, 
cop. 1927. 
Here Comes the Show Boat (film: 
The Show Boat). w., Billy Rose. m., 


Howard 
m., Harry 


Inc., 


'Maceo Pinkard. Shapiro, Bernstein 


Mrs. M. H. Gulesian. 


endless succession of hillbilly mu-| 


‘and Downs. w., 


Among the Wampas stars appeared | a 
Mary Brian, Dolores Costello, Joan | 





& Co., Inc., cop. 1927. 

The House by the Side of the 
Road. w., Sam Walter Foss. m,, 
Boston: Oli- 
ver Ditson Co., cop. 1927. 

I’m Looking Over a Four Leaf 
Clover. w., Mort Dixon. m., Harry 
Woods. Jerome H. Remick & Co., 
cop. 1927. 

I Just Roll Along, Havin’ My Ups 
Jo’ Trent. m, 
Peter DeRose. Irving Berlin, Inc., 
cop., 1927. 

(Continued next week) 
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WELCOMES YOU TO THE 


ALEXANDRIA HOTEL | 


LOS ANGELES 


5th at Spring St. 


War or peace, we 
always found ac- 
commodations for 
our friends in show 
business. And now 
—as always — you'll 
receive traditional 
Frank Walker serv- 
© ice... plus a special 
theatrical rate! 
DRIVE-IN GARAGE 
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FOR-EVER-SO-OFTEN 
CARMEN LOMBARDO’S, 


SAILBOAT IN 
THE MOONLIGHT 
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VARIETY 


VAUDEVILLE ee 





‘chine Circuit Will Resume Vaude 


Policy With 100 Dates in 33 Houses 


circuit is preparing + 


hine 
eames vaudeville Sept. 18 or 


95 with a route comprisifig 32 the- 
y with a total playing time be- 
sires W100 and 110 days. The 
whines haven't yet decided which 
* ses will get the stageshows but 
hue efinite that operations will be 
onsiderably larger than last year. 
or ndications are that most towns 
vil average three days weekly as 

ainst two of last year. Number 
. houses will be upped during the 


yaude season since it’s been the 
chine policy to increase the 
mount of playing time if test sit- 
yations are profitable. 
The circuit, in addition to split 
weeks, Will have one full week, 
with Syracuse on a spot basis. It’s 
likely that bookings will be ar- 


so that there will never be 
ore than one show in that town 
simultaneously. Loew and RKO 
are also shuttling vauders into that 


ranged 


O Nost of the playing time will be 
in New York state. There will be 
two weeks in Ohio, and various 
dates in Kentucky and Delaware. 
The Schines are currently in the 
process of divesting some of their 


theatre properties in compliance 
with terms of a Government de- 
cree. Although’ they have three 


years in which to relinquish some 
houses, much of the intervening 
period will be spent in testing 
vaudeville’s pulling power in the 
houses they’ll retain. Consequent- 
ly, it’s certain there will be some 
switches made during the season 


RKO’S 6 VAUDERS, 
MOST ON SPOT BASIS 


For the first time since the lush 
Keith-Albee days, the RKO circuit 
has six weeks of vaudeville going 
simultaneously. Chain currently 
has shows in New York, Boston, 
Syracuse, Cincinnati, Cleveland 
and Kansas City. Only New York 
and Boston play shows weekly. 
Others are On a spot basis. 

Chain currently has two Palace 
units on the road and is expected 
to start casting a third show 
shortly. 





Hearst Promoters Pay 
For ‘Free’ Entertainment 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 


American Guild of Variety 
Artists took $2,859 from the Los 
Angeles Herald-Express and the 





Act Changes Tag When 


Martin & Lewis Protest 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Art Lewis and Dick Martin. 
vaude and nitery comedy team, 
have been forced to change their 
billing to Richards and Martin. 
Switch was made at a split-week 
stand at vaudfilmer Strand, in 
Long Beach, last week, due to de- 
mands of Martin and Lewis, nitery 
act. 

Art Lewis and Dick Martin have 
trouped under that billing for 
seven years, prior to the time Dean 
Martin and Jerry Lewis joined 
forces. 


Vaudeto Be Forced 
On Mex Cinemas 


Mexico City, Aug. 16. 

Looks like vaude will be en- 
forced pronto for all cinemas in 
Mexico that have stages. Plans for 
that. are being made by the na- 
tional cinematographic industry 
workers union (STIC), pioneer pic 
iabor organization, which controls 
the cinemas as all their unionized 
help, the majority, belong to it. 
Idea is more jobs for members, 
though STIC is lining up talented 
amateurs, among them _prize- 
fighters, traffic cops and mani- 
curists, for vaude. 

Cinemas dropped vaude just be- 
fore the war when pix began to 
bring biz big enough to make the 
houses exclusively film. But with 
generally decreased trade, some 
exhibitors have regarded kindly 
the idea of variety to hypo boxof- 
fice. But the fact that STIC is 
taking on ams for this vaude is 
seen as indicating that flesh shows 
won’t be for pic players (STPC), 
practically all of whom belong to 
STIC’s rival union, the picture pro- 
duction workers, organized six 
years ago by six locals. dominated 





_by players, bolting STIC. 


Understood that this vaude will 
be exclusively Mexican because of 


| the weak peso, 8.65 per dollar, pre- 


cluding top-drawer foreign enter- 
tainers because they insist upon 
pay in dollars. However, it is con- 


| sidered that some U. S. and other 


Examiner, Hearst sheets, last week | 
as pay for Milton. Berle and Tony | 
Martin for staging free entertain- | 


ment between halves of a profes- 
sional football game promoted by 
the newspapers. 

Eddie Rio, Coast chief of the 
union, moved in on 
after Vince Flaherty, sports editor 
of the Examiner, had cornered 
Berle in a restaurant and put the 


the papers | jies and Tivoli use a fair number 


muscle on him to appear gratis. | 


Rio at first tried to have Dave 
Brandman, promotion director for 
the papers, clear the game, a char- 
ity affair, with Theatre Authority 
and pay TA 15% off the top of the 
net, but Brandman preferred to 
pay for talent instead. 




















LOIS RAY 


Currently Appearing with 
DEAN MARTIN 
and 
JERRY LEWIS 
at CIRO’S 


Hollywood 
| “Thanks to JOE ROLLO” 











wu 


alien vauders liking a working 
vacation down here might consent 
to pay in pesos. 


AGVA PUTS GOLDEN, 


Understood STIC , 


has no objection to imported acts, | 
though it doesn’t like STPC folk. 


The three local vaude-revue the- 
atres, Follies, Tivoli 


and Lirico, | 


profess not to be worried by this | 
plan, contending that they are suf- | 


ficiently strong in their field. Fol- 


of foreign entertainers, of 


whom double in niteries. 


many 





Heat Wave, Transients, 
Hypo Biz in Atlantic City 


Atlantie City, Aug. 16. 
City officials here, 


' Mayor Joseph Altman, believe that 
|the past two weeks have set new 


attendance records. 

Scurrying from the city to 
escape the sweltering mid-sum- 
mer heat, excursionists, in addition 
to vacationists, have given the re- 


sort its biggest crowd in years. The 


ocean has afforded them relief and 
the beaches have been packed. All 
amusements, restaurants and 
niteries have been enjoying boff 
biz. 


Clear weekends have also 
helped. The resort has not had a 
rainy weekend this season. The 
past one looked bad, but rain 


clouds disappeared in mid-morning 


‘and a cool breeze from the north- 


west made the weather ideal, cool 
and clear. 


Merle Jacobs’ New Berth 

Merle Jacobs, who recently re- 
signed as head of the Cleveland 
office of Music Corp. of America, 
has been named promotion man- 
ager of the Epstein chain of hotels. 
Although an experienced talent 
buyer, Jacobs will not handle acts 
or bands. Chain president Jules 
Epstein will continue in that post. 

Epstein chain includes the Hol- 
lenden, Cleveland; Deschler Wal- 
lick, Columbus, and the Congress, 
Chicago. 





including 


RENO, ON BLACKLIST 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

Golden Hotel, Reno's 
nitery operation, has been placed 
out of bounds by Eddie Rio, Amer- 
ican Guild of Variety Artists’ Coast 
rep, because the hotel will not sign | 
a minimum basic agreement with 
the vaude union. Rio has notified 


largest | 





Sexy Shows Bumped From Mpls. 


Fair, But OK'd on State Display 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16 
County fairs throughout’ the 
State are, in most instances, put- 
ting thumbs down on Midway girl 


'reau 


was called in, too, was be- 
cause last year the 4-H club par- 
ticipation in the fair was halted 
when the 4-H federation and farm 


all local tale ees shows as a result of the “heat” bureau objected to girl shows. 
spotted into the Reno hostelry rin hi -aadigertid a -aftge second successive year, will have 

ve lm, Minn., for example, had the Sally Rand and her show and other 
Rio _— an act will be permitted | fair board itself and the farm bu- girls shows on its Midway. She 
weekly if its salary is over S06, (cept thelt advance stamp of was the biggest drawing card last 
All lesser-priced turns can work which thev inspected at Cresco, Ia, S¢#S0M, but later appeared at the 
only six nights unless given extra There were no girl shows Alvin, local burlesque house, and 
pay. The reason why the farm bu-' didn’t fare so well. 
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Grossman-Duffy Setting 


Up Flash Act for Vauders : More Woes P lague P itt Booker Af ter 


Opening up of vaude playing | 
time is cueing a revival of produc- | 


§2 VAUDEVILLE | 


Hotter Than the Heat Wave Is 








Price-Van-Bright AGVA Race 














tion acts. First flash act to be pro- 





Park Counts Him Out of Promotion 














duced in years is being set. by 
agent Al Grossman and line pro- | see = ‘ sae ai . ; 

Only thing to top the recent heat cheering to the present AGVA set- ducer Kathryn Duffy. ; Pitisburen, eo i Pinotage 5 Agha en its Whi 
wave is the torrid tension among up, since it’s long been an open Grossman will petition American Troubles which have pl ec PP oe Sreiaae a pe he e cause coal 
the top echelon of American Guild secret that Price is far from being Guild of Variety Artists for a over the years for Don woh got rs | than ox tie Gane ‘appenings ae ¢ 
of Variety Artists anent the resulis in accord with their handling of better deal on rehearsal time for Pittsburgh booker, hit a new ~ | Laisa sutete ‘Gui " 0 & 
of its annual election, now under major union matters and would productions acts. He claims that last week when a thoy thane on | With a Junior Miss Americ — po i 
way, and with ballots due in for consequently pitch for a streamlin-| under union’s current schedule it’s has been working on for two years | cae Plaga rg oon con- saat 
counting by the Honest Ballot ing of execs if elected. Bright impossible to produce such type) was taken out of his hands. Pm soe ihe aaa ” hen he first Jl > 

Se C asin ec ‘ern centers hasn’t always seen eye to eye with | acts He declared that with In past. D’Carlo has been In — € le Dall rolling {WO years nea 
Assn. Sept. 9. Main concern cente! ' ' ; . a ne age hot water; the | ago, 10 percenter had backing becam 
around the presidency, merely a_ the toppers either, but from giape- | changes in current regulations, a plenty of front-page 1 2 { for local Junior Chamber of 5 of ernor 
formality in last year’s race since vine reports emanating from chorus girl can get more continu- | guy seems to have a penc He ad merce and likewise ead on the 
Gus Van made it without opposi- AGVA’s inner sanctum, they are ous employment. being on the wrong yo oF number of Silisiuews Gone” x state 
tion. However, it’s a three-way tus- less fearful of Bright’s chances sc eae a lot of unfavorable ee oe honorary supporters. H ae " leged 
sle this year, with Georgie Price than Price’s. It’s figured that any connection with his se "th nior Chamber pulled ce ee Stat 
and Jackie Bright opposing Van, votes cast for Van would come Howard Collapses At oi Joan Barry, bag rage Ning but D’Carlo nevertheless a (13) 
reputedly drafted after declining mostly from members previously Charlie Chaplin LUSS; retry te ih a Sik” mete ee i went earth 
the nomination at the Chicago con- pledged to Bright but making the St | Pi ALC Vauder: of the Pittsburgh franchise ” ~ Settings thu Mask at tare pr. out the Ju 
vention last spring. It was Van's switch to Van when latter decided w ee ier, oVey ) Miss America contest, | ae be ted This. summer on a. ae $30,001 
decision then more than anything to run. Price is figured to get his T N Yy f T tm t last year oer ane — ee for rr ante os Weat view Poe raid tl 
else that prompted Price to accept great majority from those v ho 0 oo or iréa en eliminations posed, = Fie held |lid blew off. Better Business ey brougt 
any organi rs as yer oie pron Tr i. ae a ee Atlantic City, Aug. 16. a ee : x ___:|/reau got after D’Carlo. insisting oe 
of rank-and-file members, and dele- election, é ‘ : . — jai emt Soniie wm oe we 
gates to the convention. Later year in hopes of bringing about |_ Joe E Howard, appearing here prt Ane waheue Gane : Fire 
Bright was chosen by another reforms in the administration that in Steel Pier vaudeville, qeinpee LONG TACK SAM BACK 'sent. They in turn srotested that Jast we 
ee ee ee ae soda te. Tt pogo ae sige ble oe ae Mena Goes they had given permission to 8 of the 
dissident element that has made coming a candidate. is deemec as ante Se rear ress ' T0 HIS NATIVE CHINA ir names “ars ao eed der, is: 
the summer much warmer for the certain he will clean house if | He refused hospital agony — a tel the hevieg hrs that th 
current administration. elected. was taken to his hotel room, leav-| song Tack Sam, vet Chinese | sunior Chamber but that. tl . and co 

Fearing that Price would stand ‘ ing for New York for ose ar omacetid prestidigitator, was in New York et unaware that thev wan stilt said tl 
upon his experience and would his family physician the following on a brief visit with the A. J. Bala- on the letterheads after that or main i 
take things in stride rather than BILLIE HOLIDAY SETS = ae. bans and his son-in-law, but is now ganization had pulled out D'C: io partme 
engaging in any sort of vigor- Howard had been appearing all en route back to Shanghai where said “he saw no caminiy ‘sek ak buildin 
ous campaign, Bright’s backers APOLLO N y DATE week dressed in evening clothes he owns two theatres. Oriental Se in we eo May approv 
launched a nationwide campaign in g Ne Bey for .ive shows daily in some of the | magico piled up funds In many much as the men had exigieaiiy Hows 
behalf of their candidate Van was Billie Holiday, Negro songstress, | hottest weather this city has ex-|jands during his worldwide variety | (0 conted. On top of that Jimmy A. Wo 
subsequently called in by the pres- has been set to headline bill at the perienced in years. Vauder has tours, and also acquired sundry Fidier, honorary national chaix not ap} 
ent AGVA administration, Dewey Apollo theatre, N. Y., starting Fri- |no air conditioning system. Pier pysiness interests, such as a not- man, withdrew, too, because of all even if 
Barto, Henry Dunn, et al, and re- dav (19). Some weeks ago, when reported him suffering from stom- able Chinese restaurant, one of the ine calbearalhs inutdiciny require 
portedly pressured into becoming ..¢ to play the now defunct Royal | ach ailment aggravated by fatigue. few, in London. - West View Park said it would go into 
an 11th hour candidate to succeed Roost. date was nixed by the N. Y. He had celebrated his 83d birthday He is married to a Viennese, and have no part of the promotion. operati 
nest. -., | police because of her being out on ae eee ‘ the Occupation authersses io ‘y's That happened just a few days Woldm 

With the turn of events, Price ) a narcotics charge. She | When he was unable to do his rehabilitating his wife’s family’s }o¢5-¢ Junior Miss America con- 
was for withdrawing from the race, ree — bag ene? t a f ha oe final show, Jean Carroll, also play-| estate at Lintz, Austria, before re- testants from all over the country Tom 
but after being assured by a major | W@S Maer. AEGIS O ‘_ 4 City | ing bill, announced his inability to turning it to Mrs. Sam. It was first) Vo, due in town for the finals Saninds 
element of the union that he should, 5onsstress may a oe ee perform. occupied by the Nazis and later by pi 41), D’Carlo appealed to West Richard 
not withdraw “in the best interests following her Apollo stand, al- ithe Allies as a GHQ. View to sroceed as “a moral obli would 
of AGVA,” he is now determined though contracts are yet to be | LL. T. Sam’s two daughters were gation,” Le ge tleee conferences force th 
to make the run. While Price is not signed. S Lak | both in his act. The one who mar- with police and BBB. park avreed if the 
flooding the membership with cam- | aranac e ried a cement manufacturer inj) take over the entire affair itself division 
paign literature, as are the Bright . ‘. * By Happy Benway | Larchmont is returning with her providing D’Carlo pulled out com- teration 
supporters, his backers are quietly Icer’s Boff Biz in Long Saranac. N. Y.. Aug. 16 husband to mepiy in ne ~~ pletely and had no hand in any- would i 
electioneering in his behalf. Van ‘hi : “Ral heed tm an after disposing of their house. The heey st 
is doing little, if anything, to solidi- Run at Stevens Hotel, Chi . Joseph ; Fallon checked in as a other is pes fh back in Shanghai. 4 that, he agreed so contest poly 
fy his position in the race. There- Chicago, Aug. 16. ais + Soengal e f ’ Clif — Sam piled up liquid funds in id go o TY rg lidn’t how we Trial 

epg = a ne ‘ ae “Sbati “isunsec 99 fn show at arry sliptoot ifton, ex sR Podge Pe a ag ee a coulc go on. lat \ lant however, an 
fore it looks like the real contest Skating Circus,” ice s ‘*, Rogerite, now employed by Lyons, | Australia, South Africa, England as eliminate D’Carlo’s later mas. ployees 
narrows down to Price and Bright. Boulevard Room, Stevens hotel, N “y . snewabener : 7 th as en the Continent duriae eto IP ions a a. = — 
Price adherents are sanguine has chalked up over 75,000 tabs, as = Grainger (Shea Circuit) his tours. He always favored play- on or ‘ and Ex 
he'll nose out Bright in the final since its opening, April 15. New planed in from Boston, Mass., for ing percentage as insurance for S. a & 
count. This would be far from ice show opens Sept. 9 and it's ex- annual checkup. After a weeks va- mutual satisfaction with the sundry possessi 
. “on ee == pected that the 100,000 mark will cation he'll return to work. theatre managers, and if he did wai’ hy 
cme — be reached before current edition Audrey M. Lumpkin doing a rest business he walked out with a ‘COMEDY MATERIAL pion 
closes. Merriel Abbott, producer) period at the Bergen Pines, Par-| chunk of coin. Most of these funds For All Branches of Theatricals ae 
for the Hilton hotels, per ag _. amus, N. J., is showing nice prog- have been lying dormant since be- FUN-MASTER 
‘ent revue is most successful in the | ress. a wis . ip Peale ; 
tach of the Boulevard Room. Robert J. Goldstein, theatrical ga met eile close friendship ‘The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Frankie Masters stays onthrough attorney and ex-Rogerite, in for a r “ine gh ; NOS. 1 to 30 @ $1.00 Ea. 
. a > inna “aetna A ‘own With Carrie and A. J. Balaban dates Order in Sequence Oniy) 
the next show, pulling out of the , two-week vacash_ at the Brown hoo th the old Galaken & tie danced Seut 12 Wiles fer 41080 
room Jan. 1, 1950, after 14 months. Lake camp, accompanied by Dr. —special: Firs les to : 





CAPITOL, NV. Y. 

: has decided the inn business is for Peleckowicz checked out of the in- Rival, Minneapolis, Sept. AS... | 

SOON somebody else. He’s put the place firmary and upped for meals and Palace, Rockford, THl., TeSsUMES 

. up for sale and dusted off his ba- | mild exercise. weekend vaude Sept. 23 with Som 
Diamond Horseshoe ton again. The Irving Wilburs in for vaca- Roberts office — oo nh * 
Ross, however, won't * plunge tion and checkup, given an all- Jack Soo into the ‘oe po 
NOW right back into the swim with a Clear. Ditto for Ivy Richie, who will Shreveport,  La., Ane. ~ an 

large-sized dance band, which he take a couple weeks of Adirondack @¢ross the way at the Wast ington 

. ‘ air before returning to NYC. Youree hotel, Betty Hill starts Aug. 
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Deserts Cafe for Baton 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 
Mickey Ross, veteran Pittsburgh 
maestro who retired from the 
music business couple of years ago 
to buy and operate the Flamingo 
Hotel in nearby Coraopolis, Pa., 


had in the past, but has decided to 
come back first with a trio. 

















and Mrs. M. W. Goldstein of N.Y.C. 

Joe Phillips all agog over visit 
ifrom Walter Hoyer and Norman 
| Hasselo, of United Artists, and 


| Gertrude Swenson. 


enjoying some time out with his 
frau, who motored in to vacash 
with him. 

Mabel (Legit) Burns and Helen 


Henrietta N. Allen, secretary of 


Legendre theatre circuit, Summer- | 


ville, S. C., in for a rest period. 


| Joanne Branson, formerly of Ra-| 


dio City Musie Hall Ballet, whe 
summers here, giving two weekly 
dancing lessons for the kiddies at 
the William Morris Memorial Park. 





birthday at the bedside of her hus- 
band Edwin (IATSE) Gaiser, who is 
flashing good reports. 
| Write to those who are ill. 





days in Chi. 





Midwest Dates 








Sam LaBalbo got his first down- | 
town O. K. out-of-the-san, while en- | 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 


Five Fays, which disbanded after 
the death of Billy Wells, founder 
...Willie Shore opens at the Car- 


29 Flame Room and Turin Inn, 
Sioux City, shuttered last week be- 
/cause of alleged liquor violations. 
Harry Mayer, Warner’ vaude 
‘booker, in viewing talent for the 
Strand, N. Y., for next month... 
Riverside, Milwaukee, resumes 
vaude schedule with Bob Crosby 


Mignon booked for Fox theatre, St. 
Louis, Aug. 25 Rodenkos into the 
Thunderbird, Las Vegas, Sept. 15 
...Tweet Hogan signed Nancy 
Evans and Gloria Hart, singers, to 





Katherine Fay is re-forming the | 
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3 Blackout Books os eee h © 
or all 3 Diff. Vols. for $50 

Send for FREE info. on other material. 
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PAULA SMITH 


200 W. 54th St., Dept. V, N. Y. 19 
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"Cardini, Easily the Best of 
the Sleight-of-Handers." 


ABEL, VARIETY 
MARCH 9th, 1949 











Louis (IATSE) Saitta, motored Orch, Gene Sheldon and Jacques 
in from N.Y.C. to visit John Nolan Gordon Sept. 1...Johnny O’Brien | MCA WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
and Victor Gamba, who are perting into the Henry Grady, Atlanta, 
up OK. ~ Sept. 8...Lenny Colyer set for 

Fanny Gaiser, celebrated her! Helsings, Aug. 19... Martells & = 








CLINTON HOTEL loth stLow 


200 OUTSIDE ROOMS 











BO O K i W G Sh : ; exclusive contracts. | from $2 DAILY 
elburne’s Act Policy SPECIAL WEEKLY RATES , 
The Shelburne hotel, N. Y., for- Ella Logan tapped for the Bev- pain per map sebccnle ys 
A G a N C ¥ merly the Sheraton, will open erly Hills Country Club, Newport, Beautiful Ar Gatnat Gin en 
a 9 A linn “ a Ky., Sept. 12. | qm WALKING DISTANCE OF A 
Sept. 29 with entertainment format Ky., Ser ee 
. GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES similar to the Blue Angel and — 
|Ruban Bleu. Initialer will have 
LOEW BUILDING ANNEX |Thelma Carpenter, Mervyn Nel- 
)son, Stan Fisher, plus another act SONGS BO 
}and a musical trio. 


YOU MUST VISIT Direction : 
RAILWAY LOST PROPERTY BILL VIDA 
Pet when in LONDON for Bargains in Mutual t 
Ppetmnet | | mote ‘| Furs, Fur Coats, Luggage, Travel Entertainmen 
rea é and Sports Goods:—Call at 1 Port- Agency A 
7, erat ' R man Square (corner of Oxford 200 neo. 
Nihuad 4 A AP ata! Street), Marble Arch, London, W.1. Randoiph 66990 








| Spot will be booked by Freddie 
Fields, out of the Abner Greshler 
office. 














that, pack 
"em in! 
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Cleve’s Swank Mounds Club Plans 


Court Action to Pry Padlocking 


Columbus, O., Aug. 16. 


While the Mounds Club was 
planning legal action and spending 
over $30,000 on repairs in an effort 
to overcome state closing order 
pecause of alleged fire hazards, the 
Jungle Inn in Trumbull County, 

Warren, over the weekend 


near ‘ge 
pecame the second target of Gov- 


‘nor Frank J. Lausche’s attack 
oa the swank night clubs of the 
state where gambling is the al- 
jeged chief attraction. 

State liquor agents Saturday 
(13) carted away about $35,000 
worth of gaming equipment from 
the Jungle Inn, and atso guarded 
$30,000 in cash seized in a surprise 
raid that routed 1,000 patrons and 
prought arrest of 20 persons said 
to be employed by the club. All 
20 were released in bail. 

Fire Marshal Harry J. Callan 
Jast week (11) rejected an appeal 
of the Mounds Club from his or- 
der, issued July 16 on the grounds 
that the club building was unsafe 
and constituted a fire hazard, and 
said the padlock order would re- 
main in force until the Ohio De- 
partment of Industrial Relations 
building inspection division would 
approve the plans for correction. 

However, State Director Albert 
A. Woldman said that he would 
not approve the club for reopening 
even if repairs meet state building 
requirements. “We will make them 
go into court and prove they are 
operating a legitimate business,” 
Woldman declared. 

Mounds Mandamus 

Tom McGinty, operator of the 
Mounds club, through his counsel, 
Richard J. Moriarty, indicated he 
would file a mandamus action to 
force the state to lift the padlock 
if the state building 


officer and keeping a place where 
intoxicating liquor is provided. Fol- 
lowing the trial of these two, Nor- 
man Petite, sr., a guard, will be 
tried for assault and battery and 
interfering with an officer and his 
son, Norman, Jr., another guard, 
will stand trial on similar charge. 
All four were arrested July 9. 


Larry Adler Flies In 


From London for Date 
With Cleve. Symphony 


Cleveland, Aug. 16. 

Out of gratitude for a past favor, 
Larry Adler, the harmonica vir- 
tuoso, flew nearly 8,000 miles from 
London to Cleveland to play in a 
pop concert here last week. Im- 
mediately following ie guest- 
Starred appearance with the Cleve- 


land Summer Symphony Orchestra | 


another plane 
headed back to England, 
he resumed his European 
hall and concert tour. 

wouldn’t make this 


he hopped aboard 

and 

where 

music 
i i 


but Rudolph Ringwall, conductor 
of Cleveland’s summer pops,” 
Adler said. “Dr. Ringwall gave me 
my first chance to break into the 
concert field here in 1941, when 
other longhair directors scoffed at 
the idea of a mouth-organ blower 
being spotlighted in a symphonic 
group.” 

Cleveland Musical Arts Associa- 
tion, series’ sponsors, had hoped 
to present Adler earlier this sea- 
son but plan was_ temporarily 
stvmied by commitments artist had 


|with London Philharmonic orches- 


inspection | 


division refuses to approve the al- | 


teration plans. Proposed changes 
would include building new exits, 


new stairways, and raising the 
ground level. 
Trial of two Mounds Club em- 


| last 
| soloist at 


loyees opened in Painesville Aug. | 
plos 


15. Thomas Farley, 56, manager, 
and Emil R. Rehart, bartender, 
were jointly charged with illegal 
possession of liquor. Farley also 
was charged with obstructing an 








GEORGE-ANDRE 


MARTIN 


The Man With the 
Dancing Fingers 


Retur eg from 
6 Months Tivoii Circuit, Australia 


after 
8 Months, Ken Murray's Blackouts 


Thanks to Hershey Martin 
M.C.A. 





























FRAN GREGORY 
Youthful Song Stylist 
Cervently 10th Month 


CAFE GALA 
HOLLYWOOD 











tra. 

Finding he had a couple of days 
open between his dates in England 
he wired his old friend Ringwall 
that he would be able to fly here 
Wednesday. Appearance as 
civic auditorium drew 
6,000, one of the largest crowds in 
the history of the local pop con- 
certs. Sponsors footed all of har- 
monica star’s transportation ex- 
penses and virtually gave him key 
to the city. 


4006 Advance for 0.&. 
Show at Canadian Fair 


Toronto, Aug. 16. 

Olsen and Johnson’s 12-day ap- 
pearance at the Canadian National 
Exhibition has been completely 
sold out in advance. CNE has 
taken ads in local papers declaring 
seats are no longer available for 
the comics’ showings. Run is slated 
to start Aug. 28. 

Gross has hit the $400,000 mark 





and exceeding take of last season. 
This year, the CNE enlarged its 
stadium to a 23,000 seating ca- 


pacity. 





Lena Horne’s Nitery Date 
Hollywood, Aug. 9. 

Lena Horne opens at the Don 

Carlos Casino, Winnipeg, Aug. 22, 

on the first leg of a six-week tour. 

She follows with two weeks at 


Club Carnival, Minneapolis, and 
then goes to the Chase hotel, St. 
Louis. for the windup. This 4s 


her first jump through that ter- 
ritory. 





Vic Damone signed for a Loew 
tour. Set for Washington, Sept. 1 
with Buffalo, Sept. 15 and others 
to follow. 














and His INTERNATIONAL BOYS 


Now Concluding Six Weeks at 
LAST FRONTIER, LAS VEGAS 


Opening Aug. 24 CIRO'S SAN FRANCISCO 
and Then COMMODORE CLUB, VANCOUVER, 
for Two Weeks Starting Sept. 10 


a8 
Sea ee a 5 sn peeps 
xclusive 


int 


il 
apn es aes 
gement 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORPORATION 


JOE GLASER, Pres. 


* ~New York 
745 Sth Ave. PI. 9-4600 


Chicago 
203 No. Wabash 





Hollywood 
9151 Sunset Bivd. 


16,000- | 
mile round trip for anybody else | 


rr 
Litman Taking Over 
| Hollywood Show Bar, Pitt 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 
Sale of Hollywood Show Bar 
downtown will be announced some 
time next week when 101-day sus- 
pension of spot’s liquor license 
ends. Oasis got the works from 
State Liquor Control! Board on 
flock of charges, including solicita 
tion by known prostitutes on the 

premises. 
Purchaser 
who 


will 
currently 
the 

Show 


Litman, 
operates the Copa 
and Carnival Lounge. Holly- 
wood Bar will be the new 
site of latter place, which has long 
been the music center for t 
jazz devotees. 
Gillespie has 
tracted the opening 
in early October 
Building housing 
Lounge was sold some 
and Litman would be 


be Len 


lox al 
Dizzy 
con- 
t1on 


he 
Understood 
already been 
as attrac 
Carnival 
time ago 
forced to 


vacate the location in a very short | 


time 


Warners Mull 
Divers Policies 


For N.Y. Strand 


Warners’ Strand theatre, N. Y., 
in returning to stage shows start- 
ing Sept. 2 provides further proof 
that circuits as well as_ indie 
operators must become showmen 
instead of merely exhibitors. War- 
ners learned their lesson in the 
case of the Strand in a remarkably 


anyway. 





short time. Theatre dropped live 
presentations July 8 and _ with 
failure of the straight picture 
policy, has decided to return to 
various forms of stage shows. 
Opening presentation will be 
the Xavier Cugat band and will 


most likely be followed by “Salute 
to Gershwin,” which originated at 
the Sherman hotel, Chicago, and 
has since been doing well in other 
spots. 

Strand’s idea is to fluctuate the 
tvpe of shows in order not to be 
tied down to any specific format. 
They’re starting off with a band 
show in order to pick up the type 
customer that formerly patronized 
the house. The Gershwin show 
will seek another type patron and 


| it’s likely that new ideas will be 


tried from time to time to provide 
a greater amount of variety than 
offered in most theatres. 

Strand will also change its price 
policy. Opening will be at 55c with 
next price change at 90c and a 
$1.20 top. Current maximums are 
$1.50 and $1.80. 


The Strand’s switch is regarded | 


as proof that the Warner hierarchy 
has a new respect for live talent. 
Chain, once a leader in vaudeville 


presentation, has dispensed with 
all but a f situations. In the 
case of the Strand, Earle, Phila- 
delphia; and Earle, Washington, 


grosses dipped terrifically when it 
went off the stageshow policy. 

Return of stageshows to many 
houses throughout the country is 
regarded as being a factor that 
will hypo showmanship of exhibi- 
tors and house managers. While 
stageshows have a terrific draw on 
their own, it’s regarded that the 
same amout of selling must go 
into the effort of selling the combo 
bills. RKO and Interstate are 
currently selling the “Palace type” 
shows with an intensive publicity 
campaign. Loew circuit stresses 
names. In all cases, a top gross is 
the result of a good selling job. 
Without exploitation and showman- 
ship, the new vaude revival, i#’s 
felt, may fade out. 


Al (Positively) Shean 
Passes, Recalling Anew 
Roaring ’20s Refrain 





Show biz lost another colorful 
trouper Friday ‘12) in the passing 
of Al Shean, 81, who was. prac- 


tically cradled in the theatre, but 
was probably best known hav- 
ing been partnered for years with 
the late Ed Gallagher, when he 
wowed vaude audiences of the 
roaring °’20s with their songalog, 
“Absolutely, Mr. Gallagher?  Posi- 
tively, Mr. Shean.” Although many 
thought the novel presentation oi 
their crossfire act in song was their 
own idea, it was really thought up 
by Bryan Foy, eldest son of the 
late Eddie Foy, who had been ap- 
pearing with his father, sisters and 
brothers in a vaude act. He had 
(Continued on page 54) 


as 


LA. Orpheum Starts Eight Acts Of 
~ Vaude Aug. 31; Talent From N.Y., Chi 





b 

Bergen’s Hartford Date 

The State theatre 
resume stageshows with the 
Bergen and Ray Noble 
2 for two days 

House will be 
Saturday basis 
third day if 
available. 


Kalcheim Sees British 
Comics in Script Snag: 
Vauders Lead Easy Life 


British comedians are handi- 
capped by lack of writers, accord- 
ing to Harry Kalcheim, of the 
William Morris Agency video 
dept.. who returned last week on 
the Nieuw Amsterdam from a tour 
of the Continent. According to 
Kalcheim, British comedy scripters 
cannot be developed as rapidly as 
in the U. S. because of the fact 
that there aren’t as many radio 
and film outlets for their writings 
as in this country. 

Despite material, British come- 
dians are doing an _ outstanding 
job. Many would be sock in the 
United States were it not for the 
fact that they wouldn’t be under- 


Hartford, will 
Edgar 
show S« pt 
Friday and 
will play a 
altraction 


on a 
but 
suitable 


1S 


stood in this country because of 
dialect. The Lancashire and York- 
shire zanies are extremely funny 


but couldn’t easily be followed by | 


American audiences. 


American show biz vets continue | 


to be surprised at British enter- 
tainments. It’s a leisurely life for 
'a performer as compared with the 
American pacing. Entertainers 
give two shows daily and none on 
|Sundays. There’s still a wealth 


of playing time in Britain and an| 


American act getting a tour of the 
provinces and a pantomime can 
stay there for a year. 

Kalcheim declared that the Ben- 
ny Goodman stand at the Palla- 
dium, which ended last week, was 
reminiscent of the Paramount the- 
atre circa 1936, which he booked 
at that time. Swing, apparently, is 
still a hot item in that country. 
Recent business has been slowed 
down because of the heat wave, 


but general tone of show business 


is strong. 


$30,000 Benefit Bill 





Detroit, Aug. 16. 
Eddie Cantor, Edgar 
Tommy Dorsey, Bob Crosby, Hat- 
tie McDaniel, John Connolly, Janet 
Blair, the Blackburn Twins and 
Rose Suzanne der Derian are ex- 
pected to gross $100,000 at the 
Knights of Columbus benefit show 
for Boysville Foundation of Michi- 
gan. The show will be held Friday 
(19) at the University of Detroit 
stadium which holds 30,000. 
Cantor was booked by the Wil- 
liam Morris Agency, all the others 
via Music Corp. of America. Talent 
will cost about $30,000. 


Albany’s Vaude Stand 


The Colonial theatre, Albany, 
will install vaude Sept. 15 for a 
full week on a spot basis. Eight 
acts will be used. Al & Belle Dow 
agency is booking. 

Dows are also booking the 
Gaiety Montreal, reopening Aug. 29. 





_ Expected to Gross 1006 


Bergen, | 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16. 
big-time 
31, when 


This town will have 
vaudeville again on Aug. 
Sherrill Corwin, operator of the 
Orpheum, starts a policy of eight 

ts plus a film. Corwin will bring 

from New York and Chi- 
This will be first time Or- 
had vaudeville since 
1946, when the vaud- 
was discontinued after 


al 
in 
CaXko 
pheum 
June 11, 
film policy 
13 years 

Decision to relight the Orpheum 
stage again is due to rising popu- 
larity of vaude and fact that house 
hasn't been able to get film prod- 
uct strong enough to keep it 
healthy. Price scale for the thea- 
tre will be 55, 65 and 95c, four 
shows daily 

Management will 
tensive ballyhoo to announce the 
new policy, making use of radio 
and television plugs, billboards, 
newspaper space and screen trail- 
ers. Corwin may also line up a 
backstage teevee show tieing in 
with the weekly vaude programs. 

First two shows will carry no set 
budgets, but after that talent will 
be bought for about $4,000 weekly. 
Corwin will book four or five turns 
from New York and Chicago and 
pick up other acts available locally. 
Eastern contacts for Corwin are 
Mark Leddy, in N. Y., and Charles 
Hogan, in Chicago. 


acts 


has 


go in for ex- 


Town Casino, Buff, Back 


To Floorshows Sept. 10 
Buffalo, Aug. 16. 

The Town Casino is set to re- 

sume floorshows Sept. 10 with the 

Three Suns as headliners. Rest of 

the bill includes “‘Pigmeat’” Mark- 

ham, Adeline Neice, Step Bros. and 


Patricia Adair. A 14girl line is 
also being set. 

Casino expects to use name 
talent throughout the season and 


is regarded as one of the more im- 
portant name buyers in the east, 





Jay Marshall into Capitol thea- 
tre, N. ¥., Sept. 1. 
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DAVE APOLLON 


Opens AUGUST 18TH 
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Night Club Reviews 


Starlight Roof. N. ¥. 
(WALDORF-ASTORIA) 

The same forthright dansapation, 
with accent on the melody, as is 
the trademark of such successful 
combinations as the Lonibardos 
Wayne King, Russ Morgan, Sammy 
Kaye, et al., distinguishes Freddy 
Martin’s terp tunestering during 
their current semester at .he Wal- 
dort Roof. It’s not accidental that 
the exponents of “recognize the 
tune” have the best longevity as 
dance and show bands. 

Martin, who inspired the pop 
crack that “he’s made more money 
than Tschaikowsky” by playing 
that composer’s works, still uses 
the Piano Concerte in 8 flat as his 
theme as he and his 18 Martin Men 
whip out the tempos. Actually, that 
MM caption covers the sextet doing 
the vocalizing — baritone Merve 
Griffin, trumpeter Stan Wild, 
trombonist Johnny Cochran, saxists 
Johnny Setar and Andy Kostelas, 
and guitarist Rex Dennis. They, 
along with pianist Art Devaney, 
are featured: The rest of the crew 
comprises Norman Bailey, Barry 
McKeehan, Dick Arand on brass; 
Charles Thompson, Don Pessell, 
reeds: Louis Sherman, Date Bech- 
tel, Homer Stephens Sam _ Bog- 
hossian, violins; Barner spottle, 
bass: Gerard Burke, traps; and, of 
course, Martin also on sax. 

The solid tempos apnarently are 
surefire getter uppers on the floor, 
and there is enough versatility in 
all their vocal formations to augur 
a continuing effective stint when 
they hit the Capitol on Broadway 
before returning to the Coast. In- 
cidentally, the Martin orchestra 
will play the Palladium in L.A. 
instead of their stronghold at the 
Ambassador’s Cocoanut Grove, as 
heretofore, due the fact the hotel 
has gone into a “music impres- 
sions” policy (as created by Ernie 
Byfield at the College Inn, Chicago) 
and is cutting down on the big 
band costs. 

Per usual the Mischa Borr band 
is the standby standard, a versatile 
alternate combo as it has been with 
each successive name orchestra. 

Abel. 


Flame Room, Mpls. 
f (HOTEL RADISSON) 
Minneapolis, Aug. 13. 
Jessica Dragonette, Danny Fer 
guson Orch (9); $2.50 min. 


Jecsica Dragonette brings a 
more distinguished type of vocal 
artistry than one usually finds in 
niteries. At this swanky supper 
club with its intimate atmosphere, 
her superior thrushing finds a 
happy hunting ground. 

Miss Dragonette wisely confines 
her piping to the kind of numbers 
that have a wide appeal, swch as 
*T Love You,” ‘You’re Too Dan- 
 obagl (in French), “Wunderbar” 
rom “Kiss Me, Kate” and a trio 
of “South Pacific” hits, “Some En- 
chanted Evening,” “Bali Ha’i” and 
“Wonderful Guy.” Encores with 
“Happy Tonk” and “Gypsy’s La- 
ment” for a solid hit. 

Danny Ferguson orch, concluding 
a long engagement here, again 
does its chores nicely, playing ac- 
companiments for songstress and 


providing tunes’ for customer 
dancing. A full house at dinner 
show. Rees. 


Blue Room. N. 0. 
(HOTEL ROOSEVELT) 
New Orleans, Aug. 12. 
Joe Reichman Orch. (12); Lan- 


dra & Verna, Roger Ray, Gali Gali; 


$2 minimum. 


This swank nocturnal rendezvous 
has come up with another 


down or dull moment in the three 
act bill. 

First and foremost is the music 
of Joe Reichman and _ his band, 
held over for a run of four more 
weeks. The genial “Pagliacci of the 
Piano” sparks proceedings with his 
adroit pianoing and _ generates 
plenty of audience enthusiasm. He 
He displays mastery of technique, 
particularly in his interpretation of 
tunes such as “Smoke Gets In 
Your Eyes,” “Tea for Two” and 
others. 

he band goes sweet and swing 
with equal ease, displaying their 
versatility in smooth arrangements 
of tunes that range from ‘Tico 
Tico” to a scintillating medley of 
George Gershwin’s works. 

The way Reichman keeps the 
crowd dancing and applauding is 
a tribute to his warm personality 
and showmanship. 

Opening the floor acts is hard- 
working comic Roger Ray. After 
feigning some serious work on the 
xvlophone he proceeds to get in- 
volved in zany antics for plenty 
laughs. But it’s his skit of a tele- 
vision announcer demonstrating a 
liquid produet that rocks the room 
with laughter. Off to heavy ap- 
plause. 

Landra and Verna make nice ap- 


> 4 


bell- | 
ringing show. There is never a let-| 


pearance and are a smooth and 
graceful dance team, sweeping 
through a series of routines in 
which they mix a variety of steps 
and dizzy whirls for neat results. 
Tastefully costumed, they are an 
asset to any show. 

Gali Gali, magician, mystifies 
with an assortment of tricks. He 
uses coins, chickens, cards and a 
host of other props to provide | 
plenty of fun. Trick that got most 
palm pounding is one in which he 
makes two bills turn up in the 
center of an orange. It’s a switch 
on the old lemon trick 

Capacity biz when caught 

Liuz. 


(HOTEL BELLERIVE) 
The Harmonicats (3), Joe Vera 
Orch (6); no minimum. 


In an effort to hold summer biz, 
the Casbah has boosted its enter- 
tainment budget during the sum- 
mer, and it is paying off. In their 
stand here the hard-working Har- 
monicats have upped biz nicely. 
And with the Joe Vera orch lead- 
ing off and closing the show, the 
patrons get a solid 35 minutes of 
well-paced entertainment, twice 
nightly. 

The orch leads off with Vera fea- 
tured on the piano in “Rhumba 
Rhapsody,” a booming Afri-Cuban 
number. Vera, as ma.c., then 
brings on the Harmonicats, and 
the room is all theirs for nearly 
30 minutes. Running through such 
items as “Lover,” “Harmonica 
Boogie,” and “Fantasie Im- 
promptu,” for a smash start. 

They take a second inning then, 
featuring Al Fiore in their estab- 
lished hit, “Peg O’ My Heart,” 
then switching to Don Les on their 
original “The Cat’s Polka,” and 
“Little Brown Jug.” Head man 
Jerry Murad leads off a round 
of imitations of current band 
themes, for rousing applause. 

Threesome then runs through a 
couple of novelties and close with 
“Hora Staceato” and “Peggy 
O'Neil.” Applause is heavy all the 
way, and it’s well deserved. 

Vera takes show back to the 
band and finishes up with another 
of his Latin rhythms. More turns 
like this will mean steady trade 
for the Casbah. Quin. 


Peacock Court. 8. F. 
(MARK HOPKINS HOTEL) 
San Francisco, Aug. 10. 
Dorothy Shay. Ray Hackett Orch 
(14); cover $1.50-$2. 


Dorothy Shay is a big click on 
repeat date here. A jam-packed 
house was on hand to give the 
“Park Avenue Hillbillie’ a royal 
reception. Songstress responded 
with 45 minutes of songs, ranging 
from her old reliables to some 
newer numbers. For good measure 
she tossed in a sock ballad, ‘“He’s 
the One” to prove her versatility. 

She breezes through “I’m Doing 
All Right” for an opener and fol- 
lows with ‘Coming Round the 
Mountain,” “Marry Mary Ann,” 
“Dear Mr. Sears and Roebuck” and 
“It's the Little Things That 
Count,” all slanted to provoke po- 
lite guffaws, with Miss Shay help- 
ing the lyrics along with adroit. 
though restrained, tossing of her 
well gowned torso. For encores. 
customers were rewarded with her 
in-the-groove “Cousin Alice Clug,” 
the winking number, “Hills of Ten- 
nessee” and “Efficiency” to sew 
things up nicely. 

Music by Ray Hackett’s outfit 
is excellent for show and terping. 

Ted. 


Cafe Society. N. Y. 
Dorothy Donegan, Coleman Haw- 
kins Orch, Martha Lou Harp, 
Lewis & White; $3.50 minimum. 


Cafe Society Downtown has 
come up with a brace of draw acts 
for its second summer edition. 
Dorothy Donegan and Coleman 
Hawkins band constitute the ma- 
jor portion of the show, with 
Martha Lou Harp (New Acts) and 
Lewis and White rounding out the 
bill. 

It’s a fairly expensive show for 
this time of the year and proba- 
bilities are that this spot will snare 
most of the Village trade. Miss 
Donegan has established herself 
here via a previous appearance, 


while Hawkin’s tenor sax is a 
valued item for the music fol- 
lowers. 

Miss Donegan plays a_ highly 


commercial piano with a sly sense 
of humor. Her chief stock-in- 
trade, the weaving of a myriad of 
tunes through one number is done 
skillfully and with a deal of hu 
mor. These mixtures are good for 
potent audience reactions both for 
her regular stint and her encore. 
Show caught indicated that she 
could have done an _ additional 
stanza. 

The additional spots are used to 


showcase newcomers. Lewis and 
White, who have made appear-| 
ances at Harlem’s Apollo and the | 


‘midtown Strand theatre, have an 


extremely dreary turn. Humor of 
these colored comics isn’t always 
in good taste and lines could stand 
a rewrite. They show up consid- 
erably better in their brief terp 
turn in which they wield batons. 
Development of the latter and ton- 
ing down of their gab would make 
their turn more acceptable. Jose. 


Helsings. Chi 
Chicago, Aug. 9. 

Al Morgan, Leon Miller, Dick 
Gale, Billy Chandler Orch (4), 
Adrian Lorraine; $1.25 minimum. 

After about a month’s hiatus, 
Al Morgan returns for another 15 
weeks. Riding on the success of 
his pop disk, “Jealous Heart,” and 
his television show, pianist-singer 
has revised his catalog with more 
pop tunes, but it’s still the nostal- 
gic items that pay off with the, 
customers. 

Opening in whirlwind fashion, 
Morgan races through ‘When 
You’re Smiling” and ‘Everywhere 
You Go.” For a change in pace, 
lanky singer reaches into the 
oldies for “I’m Stilt Without a 
Sweetheart” and a sapolioed ver- 
sion of “Frankie and Johnnie.” 

For his pop tunes he _ does 
“Brown Eyes,” “It Took a Dream 
to Wake Me Up, Sweetheart,” “Do 
You Ever Think of Me,” “It Had 
to Be You,” and special version of 
“My Blue Heaven” for solid re- 
turns. 

Leon Miller has a novel slant on 
bookings of the ’20’s and earlier. 
He terps through “Ballin’ the 
Jack,” “Walking the Dog,” and 
“Alabama Stomp” to nice _ re- 
sponse. 

Dick Gale, youthful comedian 
and emcee, is handicapped by too 
much blue stuff and borrowed ma- 


terial. Billy Chandler’s combo does | 
a neat job of backgrounding the | 


show. Adrian Lorraine does a 
pleasant stint as intermission pl- 
anist. Zabe. 














Al Shean 


—=tt—m continued from page 53 jae 











done the material for the family 
act and by way of branching out 
as a writer submitted the ‘Gal- 
lagher and Shean” song, which the 
team reputedly bought outright for 
a modest sum, 

Although the comedy team were 
standards for a number of years, 
the new trend via the song cata- 
pulted them into the high salary 
brackets—and kept them there un- 
til Gallagher suffered a nervous 
breakdown from which he never 
recovered and which caused _ his 
death. After the enforced split, 
Shean, solo, diverted into legit and 
pictures. In the former field he is 
probably best remembered as star 
of “Father Malachy’s Miracle,’ 
wherein he acted the role of a 


Catholic priest and drew accolades | 


from critics and Catholic clergy 
alike. 

After he and Gallagffer hit the 
jackpot with the singing-act idea, 
others followed, principally Dody 
& Lewis, with ‘Hello, Hello, 
Hello,” and while a clicker, it 
never approached the Gallagher & 
Shean stanza in poularity. Kids 
around the country adopted it as a 


byword. It also had a tremendous | 


sheet music and record sales when 

_published by Jack Mills. Foy, now 
a film producer, is said to have 
gotten some additional coin on 
song via royalties, but it was Shean 
_and his partner who got the real 
| gravy from such sales. 

The song, originally introduced 
by the team in the “Ziegfeld Fol- 
lies” (1923), created a demand for 
their services from all branches 
of show biz and at top coin. When 
going back to vaude, their salary 
had skyrocketed to a new high. 

Prior to teaming with Gallagher, 
Shean had done an act for years 
with Charles Warren titled “Quo 
Vadis Upside Down.” Prior to hit- 
ting the bigtime he and Gallagher 
had appeared in burlesque, “The 
Rose Maid,” Princess Pat” and 
scores of other musicals. 

Among the motion pictures he 
appeared in were “Chills and 


Fever,” “Sweet Music,” “Ziegfeld 
Girl” and many others. His 
more recent stage appearances 


were in “Meet a Body” (1944) and 
“Windy City” in 1946. His last ap- 
pearance-was last year in a revival] 
of “Music in the Air.” 

Born in Germany, he was the son 
of Louis Schonberg, a magician- 
ventriloquist, who died at the age 
of 101. He was an uncle of the Marx 
Bros., their mother having been his 
sister. Another nephew is agent 
Jack Lenny. 

_He is survived by a son and a 
Sister, 


, “South 


sical 


ROMOLO De SPIRITO 
Songs 

12 Mins. 

Versailles, N. Y. 


Ezio Pinza’s engagement in. 
apparently 
started a vogue for mature singers. | 

Romolo De Spirito, of the con- | 
cert stage, is a singer in the classi- | 
cal tradition who’s eschewing the is, kids 


Pacific” has 


ED 


New Acts 


spersed with light banter, show- 


cases the potentialities of 


comely couple. Both Miss Watson 
and Austen have made a name for 
themselves as singles in the musi- 
comedy field, so the know-how 
there. Only thing missing is a de. 
veloped routine that might give the 
act a personality all of its own. As 


are attractive 


longhair field temporarily in favor | rather than a programmed 
of an excursion into the pop realm. | well-paced act. 


After one concession to 
ditional type tune, he, like Pinza, 
tunes 
which he} Cheek.” 
The ef-| “Happy Talk” with special lyrics 
and conversation and do very well 
De Spirito is a tenor, pitched on the when vocaling together. Combined 
Pinza’s ro- talents on an “Oklahoma!” medley 
goes over with seat-holders, as does 
: their finis, ““Wiegenlied,” a lullaby 
concert stage presence, and pipes by Mozart. Duo’s pleasing stage 
manner projects, as do their vocal 
efforts. A little more design here 
He | and there and they’re a cinch for 
He | the cafe circuit. Greg. 


delivers a pair of 
“South Pacific” after 


stays with operetta tunes. 
fect is pleasing vocally 


sweet side, as against 
bust basso. 


that carry sans mike. 


De Spirito, however, has yet to 
develop a nitery personality. 
plays it straight throughout. 


the tra-| 


although 


He has technical per- 
fection, a melodic delivery, a good 


Unusual Day,” introducing 
Watson, who singles on 
Couple get 


from 
together 


needs some slight touches of humor | Se 
to provide a closer bond between | DORIS PATTS & MRS, 


him and the audience. A tune with 
sly lines might do the trick. 

As is generally the case 
singers of this type, a click in the 
classie realm enhances the wine | 
Nick Prounis and Arnold) 
Rossfield, both possessing boxoffice | 
acumen, have been attempting to 
make this class restaurant a ren- 
dezvous with a type entertainment 
not available in competing east- 
Their long-term 
invasion with such singers as Edith 
Piaf, Suzy Solidor and others re- | 
sulted in a cosmopolitan clientele 
but it’s necessary to introduce an 


trade. 


sideries. 


change of 
faces. 


occasional 
some fresh 


the class nitery rounds. 





| ALAN KING 


Comedy 
20 Mins. 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Alan King has obviously knocked 
around before this Leon & Eddie’s 
preem, but appears to be a comic 


Gallic 


Thus singers 


WATERFALL 
; Comedy 
with 10 Mins. 
Palace, N. Y. 


aged the late comedy team, 


standards of the original act. 


who’s just starting to find himself. , 

Test of his abilities is seen in the 4 wag at ag 
fact that he’s able to keep an au- 9 wins 

dience interested for a stretch of Palece. N Y. 


20 minutes. 


be peculiar to King. 


Much of 
rial is good and a lot of it is fresh. 
Stylistically, he resembles lots of 
other zanies, but mixture seems to 


ties on the variety circuit. Jose. 
mate- Vet performer Fred Lowery 


new partner replacing 


reminiscent of several other comics. with her predecessor. 


who got their start at Leon & Ed- 
dies’s as stand-in for Eddie Da- 
| vis when the boniface went on va- 
and Joey 
Adams got long stays in that spot 
and afterwards came out as head- 
Whether King will attain 
the same stature at the end of his 
stand here still depends. 
Definitely, King shows the mak- 
He’s able to 
material, 


cation. Jackie Miles 


liners. 


ings of a top comic. 


get laughs with clean 


cluding “Indian Love Call” 





shows a good voice in his singing | THE SHERWOODS (3) 
interludes and generally registers | Acro 


well with the 


audience. 


His 7 Mins. 


Brooklyn accent may temporarily | Palace, N. Y. 


limit the field of his employment, 
but with a few more dates under girl 
his belt he’ll be a serious con- | 
tender for the favored spots. 
Jose, 


MARTHA LOU HARP 
Songs 
9 Mins. 


Cafe Society Downtown, N. Y 


show 


femme in the middle, 


tion. 








warm, well-placed voice in a con- RAY ALTON 
tralto register. Tone control is good Dance 


and tune selection is fine. 


'5 Mins. 


However, the mistakes evident in Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 


most 


newcomers are 
shown here. Defects can 
rected with more playing time and_ tensive 
once that’s attained, she'll be okay | some good stretches in her 
for in-person as well as disk work. 
Miss Harp’s ballads come off ex-| her work shows that she 


similary 
be cor- 


experience. There 


ceeding well. Deep pipes have mo-| good terp foundation. 


ments with a high degree of ex- | 
pressiveness. She seems to be on 
the right track as far as interpre- | 
tation- is concerned. A few rounds  eries and vauders. ose. 
around smaller cafes will probably 
improved singer JANE ABEL 
major Songs 

Jose. |7 Mins. 


reveal a highly 
when she next 
stand. 





BETTY JANE WATSON & JERRY 


AUSTEN 
Songs 
25 Mins. 


makes 


backing. Their vocal 





‘Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Jane Abel looks like | 
cafe fare in the singing line 
| got capable delivery ; 
cial material. Voice 


Swiss Chalet, Bismarck Hotel, Chi nicely and projection is fair. 
Latest addition to husband-wife 
song and patter duos, couple’s de- how to point up her 
but was hindered by this L-shaped, /in a manner that wi 
low-ceiling room and faulty mu- audience reactions. : : 
rendi- perience she'll be in line fo! y 
tions project, and the special ma- gagements at the standard run 
‘terial by Richard Barstow, inter- nitery. J 


Miss Abel, however, 


vocalists 


Jerry Austen tees off with “Most 


“Cheek to 


The late Nan Rae and Maude 





ell hit 
criticis 
leanin; 
do wi 





Davis act has been revived with 
Doris Patts and Nina Olivette, lat- 
ter taking the Mrs. Waterfall role, 
Manager Al Grossman, who man- 


built this newer duo up to the high 


issue has been working for the past 
few months with break-ins in the 
hinterlands and has come into first 
class situations with an act that be- 
pace with | speaks professional polish. 
. There isn’t much variation be- 
from the concert field serve an im-|tyeen the old and the new 
portant purpose in the Versailles 
| scheme of things. 

De Spirito serves this function 
admirably and once he acquires 
more cafe floor presence, can make 


Lines, 
with few exceptions, are the same 
that served the old team nobly 
through many years in vaudeville, 
Angle of an inquiring reporter is 
Jose used, with Miss Olivette making 
ores her entrance from the audience. 
Her characterization is especially 
good having the looks and mousey 
stage personality that makes her a 
good type. Miss Patts does a good 
straight as the femme interviewer 
and act bespeaks good potentiali- 


| rates another entry in the New Act 
files because of acquisition of a 
Dorothy 
eS | Rae. Leslie Roberts is now in the 
King’s current development 1s singing spot and compares well 


With new alignment of the act, 
Lowery is given all the prominence 
and billing. Lowery still whistles 
‘out several of his big numbers in- 








“William Tell Overture” and _har- 
monizes with Miss Roberts in & 
tune. As per usual, Lowery doesn't 
capitalize on his blindness gettin 
across strictly on his puckers an 
act hits handsome returns. Jose. 


The Sherwoods, two boys and a 
some good balancing 
tricks. Their three-highs with the 
intricate 
holds and terp interludes between 
tricks provide a dressy and ap- 
plause winning turn. Musical back- 
grounding adds to the turn’s recep 


Many of their tricks, however, 
Martha Lou Harp, making her! resemble those of other acts in this 
firs*cafe appearance, indicates that category. While they are performed 
/she can make the rounds of the | | 
smarter showshops once she attains 
more experience. Chief asset, as this type. Jose. 
evidenced in her initial job, is a i 


well, some new twists would help 
differentiate them from others 0 


Ray Alton is a cute tapster whose 
youth and routines belie any e*& 


turn 


with some fast spins and “< es 
1as 


Miss Alton once learning = 
tricks of the trade, will be yor 
to assay stands in regulation m 


standard 
Shes 
and good spe 
registers 


has to learn 
comedy lines 
Wl bring wider 
With more e* 


ose. 
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Capitol, N. Y- 
Tommy _Tuc L 
Dolan, Nancy Donovan; 
Corre Wing, Golden Gate Quartet, 
aut Winchell, “Anna 
(Col), reviewed im VARIETY, July 


13, °49. os 


stage show from the 
apie of the individual acts, 
put which lacks punch because of 

4 0 é 
to do anything to tie them to- 
ether. This is Tucker’s first stage 
date since his return to the band 

siness Vi I 
bse “Sing For Your Supper. 

Paul Winchell is standout on the 
pill. His ventriloquial cross-fire 
with dummy Jerry Mahoney forms 
a honey of a turn that supplies 
jaugh upon laugh. His act is split 
into two parts, one, his usual mike- 
front series of gags and the other, 
one of the scenes that he has used 
on the Bigelow-TV show he does 
with Dunninger. This consists of 
a scene in which Winchell as a 
dentist yanks one of the dummy’s 
teeth, assisted by a cute, red-head- 
ed “nurse.” It’s similar in staging 
to Edgar Bergen’s old doctor scene 
and beyond question helps Winch- 
ell hit the audience jackpot. Lone 
criticism of Winchell’s stint is his 
leaning toward lines he could well 
do without. Occasionally there’s 
the feeling that the Cap is pre- 
senting Furlesque. 

Golden Gate Quartet are right 
behind Winchell in effectiveness. 
Group, plus a pianist-accompanist, 
do not hit as hard, however, until 
the last half. Aiming for pace, they 
start out with “It’s a Great Day” 
and “Four Winds and Seven Seas,” 
both of which are okay, but neither 
carries the weight that their ma- 
terial things, such as “Shadrach,” 
“Ezekial” and ‘Joshua’ do. Those 
three items alone put them over 
solidly. 

Toy & Wing, terp team, open. 
Smart-looking in evening clothes, 
they heat up a rhythm routine to 
start, then do a George M. Cohan 
bit and close with Miss Toy doing 
ballet to her partner’s straight 
dancing. It’s a good turn as is, has 
been for years, but there’s nothing 
really standout in the three rou- 
tines they present. They reap big 
returns, however. 

Tucker is fronting seven brass, 
five sax, three rhythm. He’s not 
using his “Sing For Your Supper” 
bit onstage, hence his efforts are 
confined to a few musical 
and songs by George Dolan, trum- 


| optical illusions. 
ker Orch (16) with | 
| midget Owen being both 
Lucasta’™ 

| 


ucker’s orches- | °‘ ‘ : 
f Tommy Tuc | gives the patrons a trio of his take- 


a his Mutual net broad- | 


items | 


peter, and Nancy Donovan, from | 
the air show. Dolan takes part in, 


an opening medley, doing only a 
fair job on “You’re Breaking My 
Heart.” Miss Donovan pops up 
with “It’s a Good Day,” which is 
too similar to the Golden Gate 
Quartet’s later “Great Day,” ‘“En- 
chanted Evening” and “Dear Old 
Donegal.” She does well.. 


| 


Midway, Tucker’s main produc- | 


tion piece is a “‘Kiddie’s Hit Pa- 
rade,” consisting of arrangements 
of “Farmer in the Dell,” “London 


Bridge,” “All Around the Mulber- | 


ty Bush,” ete. It’s fair. Wood. 
RKO-Missouri. K. €. 
Kansas City, Aug. 10. 
Berk & Hallow, The Cords (2), 
Fanny & Kitty Watson, Bob Ham- 
monds Birds, Mack, Russ & Owen, 
Wally Brown, Dolinoff & Raya 
Sisters (4), Pat Rooney, Sr., House 
Orch with Nick Francis; “Judge 
Steps Out” (RKO). 


After almost two years vaude- 
Ville is back in town with the first 
Palace bill in the newly reopened 
RKO-Missouri theatre. The gang 
from the Palace was given one of 
the most extensive rounds of pub- 
\city, and virtually the whole 
town is taking to the new policy. 
The buildup and the patronage 
amounted almost to a civic salute, 
— all walks of life in the house 
hroughout the day. The recep- 
an accorded was _ solid through- 
“rs and it’s a cinch a second 
a" from the Palace has the 
hi all paved. If the entertain- 
ent level of future units can be 
eld to this standard or improved, 


Hy Should have a steady market 


Diversified bil] tees off at a pace 


that makes the 72 minutes seem a 
“Strik session. Brief overture, 
mike Up the Band,” with Nick 


sete ces, batoning the house orch, 
Berk” lively pattern for the bill. 
Spot a Hallow in the opening 
ve ick off with trio of snappy 
fast numbers. The Cords follow in 
musi alo vocal imitations 
monk themes, including Har- 
= leats, Henry Busse. Spike 
Taise aYne King and others. 
comed On Sisters’ kidding and 
cow af chatter around Kitty’s 
re = Costume keeps the show 
with . and patrons come through 
timers re Mg applause for the old 
urn * Bob e way of a novelty 
eockato ob =Hammond’s _ trained 
or Seem thelr uit off neatly 
3 : rns from both juves 
= adults. Dolinoff and Raya Sis- 
Proval ~~ come in for audiénce ap- 
With their novel dancing 





; Mack, Russ & 
Owen, in their knockabout acro- 
atics bounce about the stage with 
strong 
man and top man; good for plenty 
laughs and solid response. 

Wally Brown is okay with his 
monolog of unfinished sentences 
and warbling of “Ohio.” In clos- 


_ing spot, Pat Rooney, Sr., takes 
_ time out to make a short pitch for 


vaude and more of it, and then 


it-easy routines to send them out 
happy. Quin. 


Apollo, N. Y. 

Noro Morales Band (15) with 
Anita Del Campo, Toby Winters, 
Clarence Muse, The Orioles (5), 
Peg-Leg Bates, “Spider” Bruce & 
Co.; “Rimfire” (SG). 


Noro Morales’ crack Latin 
combo, playing its first date at 


this Harlem vauder, arouses a fair 
degree of enthusiasm, but despite 
its expert workouts on the Latin 
airs, does not generate the audi- 
ence excitement accorded the jive 
and bop outfits that have preceded 
it here. Nevertheless, after Morales 
warms ’em up, everything is fine. 
Comprising three rhythm, four 
brasses, five reeds, plus 
drums and maraccas, band tees off 
with solid rendition of ‘‘The Pea- 
nut Vendor” to set things for Toby 
Winters’ brief exotic dance, a sub- | 
jugated “kootch” that clicks with 
the male cheering section. Morales, 


alternating between maestroing 
and pianoing, takes over for 


“Malaguena” for neat returns. Nita 
Del Campo then gives a sexy work- 
out to “Don’t Slam the Door” for 
pattycakes. Spider Bruce & Co. 
sock with their dated comedy inter- 
lude, but make it stand up via slick 
delivery. 

Band weaves into change of pace 
on jump version of “Billy’s 
Bounce,” which gives sidemen full 
sway. Clarence Muse, vet char- 
acter actor, making a periodic re- 
turn here after some Hollywood 
film stints gets over in dramatic 
excerpts and baritoning of “Old 
Man River.” The Orioles, male in- 
strumental and vocal quintet, prac- 
tically steal the show. Carrying 
own accomps on guitar and bass, 
they blend neat harmony on “A 
Kiss and a Rose,” “I Challenge 
Your Kiss’ and other items to 
sew things up for a begoff. Peg- 
Leg Bates, one-legged dancer, is 
close runnerup for top honors with 
his comedy barbs and expert terp- 
ing on one leg and stump, and is 
off to terrif applause. | 

Band takes over again for “Mo- | 
rales Medley,” providing a zingy | 
finish to a fast, entertaining layout. | 

Edba. 


Chicago. Chi 
Chicago, Aug. -—* | 


The Mazxellos (4), Penny ] 
wards, Henny Youngman, Billy 
Eckstine, Louis’ Basil’s House 


Orch: “Look For the Silver Lin- 
ing” (WB). 


Lure of Billy Eckstine is keep- 


‘ing ropes up here, despite fact 


| entertainment. 


of | 


that current layout is only average 
Nobody’s stuff is 
unusual, but bill is well-balanced 
and Eckstine is plenty hot because 
of disklicks and a recent Chez 
Paree appearance. Henny Young- 
man dips into his reservoir of 
oldies, but seat-holders respond 
heavy. 

Louis Basil’s orch sets quick- 
ened pace with “Cherokee” with 
the Maxellos picking it up after 
band opener. Acro-balancing of the 
two gals and tumbling tricks with 
the fellows gets hefty mitts. 


Penny Edwards, film starlet, at- 
tempts to showcase her wares with 
three vocals and a terp bit, but 
overall effect is lukewarm. ‘‘Won- 
derful Guy” is followed by Bea- 
trice Kay impresh on “Mention 
My Name in Sheboygan,” the lat- 
ter falling flat. Miss Edwards ex- 
hibits a flair for comedy songs 
and rates encore from her impres- 
sion of a tipsy operatic singer. Tap 
and twirl routine projects well, but 
better material would help plenty. 

Youngman’s fast delivery and in- 
gratiating technique gets yocks 
from aud on anything he says, 
after opening quips. Gags are free 
from blue-tones and_ venerable 
ones are cleverly sprinkled in be- 
tween local twists and horseplay | 
with the fiddle. Six stringmen 
from Basil’s group assist. Young- 
man’s more effective in big house 
here than recent local cafe stint. 

Eckstine drew hefty kudos on 
entrance and applause continued 
through his opener, “Everything I 
Have Is Yours.” Negro song stylist 
manifests excellent phrasing and 
technique in his delivery. His ver- 
satility shows up in “Old Man 
River” and “Caravan” with his par- 
ticular trade-mark spotlighted in 
“What’s My Name” and “Some- 
how.” House was loaded with Eck- 
stine fans and vocalist fractured 
‘em. 

Louis Basil continues to emcee 
and showback in neat fashion. 

Greg. 


bongo | 


Roxy, N. Y. 


| Sid Caesar, with Phil Svi 
vigals; | of “The Back of Me Hand.” Told 


| Evelyn Knight, the Pitchmen, Ice 
| Revue with Carol Lynne, Arnold 
|Shoda, Roxy Blades and Belles; 
Norm f: Young, Audrey Dearden, 
H Leopold Spitalny’s Chorus, Roxy 


Orch conducted by Paul Ash: 
“Slattery’s Hurricane” (20th), re- 
viewed in VARIETY Aug. 3, 49. 
Roxy stage show, while not a 
sock layout, makes a good solid 
hour’s entertainment. Show runs 


the gamut from the novel presen- 
tation of Bizet’s opera, “Carmen.” 
done on ice, to the buffooneries of 
Sid Caesar, and manages to regis- 
ter all the way. 

The ice extravaganza is really 
something. Norman Young and 
Audrey Dearden, who are firstrate 


vocalists, sing various popular 
arias from the Bizet opus, while 
blade experts Carol Lynne and 
Arnold Shoda do some _ fancy 
skate work to the same music. 
A femme chorus on one _ side 
of the stage is balanced by a 
male contingent on the opposite 
side, both groups being § gaily 


caparisoned, while the Roxy Skat- 
ing Blades and Belles cavort on 
the background ice to the singing. 
Shoda and Miss Lynne do some 
eye-filling twirls and spins, and 
whole presentation is smart. 

For the straight stage bill, Cae- 
sar offers the customers. three 
worthwhile bits, his imitation of a 
British and a French officer at 
Zero Hour; the tribulations of an 
expectant father, and a kid at his 
first prom. Last bit is done all in 
pantomime, and draws the biggest 
hand. Caesar’s act starts slowly, 
comedian working easy in formal- 
ity without trying to high-pressure 
or force. Result pays off, audi- 
ence being slowly but surely won. 

Evelyn Knight registers almost 
as strongly, first with a sentimen- 
tal ballad, “Eileen”; then with a 
boy-meets-girl song-story, and 
finally with a rhythm number, “A 
Little Bird Told Me.” Singer has 
a soft, appealing delivery and can 
do some neat tricks with her 
voice. Attractively gowned, her 
appearance is enhanced by some 
smart lighting effects. 

Third number on the bill are the 
ever-reliable Pitchmen, socking the 
audience almost at once with their 
blend of gags, mitations and music 
in the kazoo manner. Paul Ash 
leads the Roxy orch smoothly and 
steps up on stage briefly as emcee 
to introduce each number. Bron. 


Steel Pier. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 11. 
Joe Howard, Jean Carroll, Lott 
& Joe Anders, Jerry Toman, The 
Ericksons, Johnny O’Connell’s 
House Orch, “Roughshod” (RKO). 


With the 82-year-old Joe How- 
ard, composer-singer, topping the 
bil!, Steel Pier offers its best show 
of season this week. 


Howard, in top hat and evening 
clothes, warms up his audience 
with “Hello, Hello” and_ then 
segues into numbers from his bio- 
pic, “I Wonder Who’s Kissing Her 
Now.” Items include “Kissing Her 


| 


| 


Now,” “And the Band Played On,” | 


“Take Me Out to the Ball Game,” 
“In the Good Old Summer Time,” 
“Let Me Call You Sweetheart,” “A 
Bicycle Built for Two,” “Good-Bye, 
My Lady Love’ and others to stop 
the show. 


Jean Carroll clicks with fast 
chatter and carbons. Monolog of 
girl at a racetrack and girl buying 
a dress keeps ‘em howling. Winds 
with impresh of Louis Armstrong’s 
trumpeting of “When Day Is 
Done” for solid applause and beg- 
off. 

Jerry Toman emcees affably. In 
own spot his best bit is selection 
of a payee to act as a “dummy” 
for his ventro bit. It all adds up 
for good fun, topped by Toman’s 
pipings of Romberg medley for 
nice returns. 

Lott and Joe Anders score with 
unicycle juggling act, manipulat- 
ing rings and balls. 

The Ericksons, who have been 
appearing with the water circus 
on the end of pier, contrib nice 
acro stuff to close show. Walk. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, Aug. 17. 
Vanderbilt Boys (2), Duval, Ter- 
ry Lawlor, Leon Fields; “Take One 
False Step” (U). 


Current Capitol sequence has 
been appropriately dressed up by 
giving it a nitery format, with 
tables stacked with ‘guests’ and 
house orch on stage. Quartet of 
acts fall into bistro category, 
though they come off equally well 
as vaude fare. 

Terry Lawlor, chantoosey of the 
saloon circuits, takes the spotlight 
with her repertoire of song novel- 
ties. Gal has a good, brassy pair 
of pipes, a routine pleasantly off 
the beaten path, and an animated 
wav with her material. Of her 
four numbers, including her en- 
core, biggest approval getter Is a 


HOUSE REVIEWS 


narrative ditty about “Bridget | 
O’Shea,” with.a recurring chorus | 


almost as much as it is sung, in 
monolog style, this is a bright 
piece along comedy lines. Miss 
Lawlor’s “Josephine,” in Italian 
dialect, also goes over well. Also 
nicely handled is “Maharajah of 
Magador.” Walks off to hefty ap- 
preciation. 

Leon Fields gets more laughs 
for his inanities than most hot 
weather comics seen here recently. 
His routine is strictly a matter of 
personality and know-how in get- 
ting the sometimes pointless gags 
across. Taken apart, none is very 
funny. As part of the act, it adds 
up to a well paced, truly funny 
routine of zany singing, satires and 
general clowning. 

Duval, magician along continen- 
tal lines, does a number of the old 
standby eye deceivers, giving them 
a new twist. There’s the fast ap- 
pearance of endless golf balls, the 
scarf trick, a novel smoke appear- 
ing turn, and a final disappearing 
number with plenty of novelty. 
The patter is steady but not dis- 
tracting. Applause throughout act 
is sparse, but there’s obviously no 
lack of attention on part of payees. 
Gets over for nice returns. 

Vanderbilt Boys make slick cur- 
tain raisers with their acro-tap of- 
fering. Straight terping—and it’s 
good, too—is varied by handstands 
on each other’s shoulders and 
heads. The illusion of terping is 
maintained throughout. Galleries 
liked it. Lowe. 


Palomar, Seattle 
Seattle, Aug. 11. 

Gloria & Joan, Tony Sandro, 
Beverly & Kay, Syd Chatten, High 
Hatters, Dave Watkins House Orch 
(6), “Champion” (UA), “Nevada 
Tra (Ub, — 

Syd Chatten, with his slick 
impersonations, and the High 
Hatters, precision tap team, are 
highlights of current bill. Chatten, 
vet impersonator, next to closing, 
runs through impreshes of Win- 
chell, Don Wilson, Jack Benny and 
others to nice returns, then a dra- 
matic bit as Peter Lorre for a sock 
finish. Hatters, in the clesing spot, 
score heavily with softshoe and tap 
routines. Closer is a tandem rou- 
tine to “Me and My Shadow” that’s 
a pip. 

Gloria and Joan 
mixture of ballet and taps. Tony 
Sandro, doubling as emcee, sells 
his balancing act for nice returns. 

Beverly and Kay do a song rou- 
tine, ranging from “I Love You 
Only” to “Surrey With a Fringe 


open with a 


/on Top” and a medley of tunes 


from “Rose Marie,” but score best 
with their songs from ‘South 
Pacific.” 

Dave Watkins’ house orch backs 
acts competently. Reed. 


Keith’s, Syracuse 
Syracuse, Aug. 17. 

Edwards Bros. (3), Yvonne Mo- 
ray, The Marvellos (2), Cook & 
Brown, Steve Evans, The Apple- 
tons (3), Frank Ross & Anita La- 
Pierre, Gus Van; “The Judge Steps 
Out” (Ane), 


Oldtimers and new turned out in 
mobs to welcome the “Palace poli- 
cy” type of vaude’s preem here. 
And judging by their warm recep- 
tion of the eight-act bill, they ap- 
peared to be highly satisfied with 
flesh entertainment’s return. 

Edwards Brothers set a fast pace 
in the opener with their relaxed 
balancing and acrobatics, using a 
grand piano top, chairs and bot- 
tles for mid-air feats. 

Half-pint sized Yvonne Moray 
keeps things moving with her spicy 
songs and endless tussle with the 
mike. The Marvellos, European 
novelty act, add a_ sophisticated 
touch in the trey as they make 
musical instruments and _ them- 
selves disappear gracefully. Next, 
Cook & Brown, Harlem dancers, 
unloose a bag of terp tricks which 
the customers devour. 

Steve Evans registers with his 
comedy portraits, including his 
classic drunk act and lively mug- 
ging of audience types. For color 
and thrills, in sixth spot, the Ap- 
pletons present a fast Apache num- 
ber featuring a man and two gals. 
Replete with knife-throwing and 
vigorous knockabout, it goes over 
solidly. | 

Mest reminiscent of the old days 
is the Frank Ross-Anita LaPierre 
turn in next-to-closing. Ross’ im- 
pressions of trumpet stars Henry 
Busse and Clyde McCoy and gen- 
eral clowning with Miss LaPierre’s 
vocalizing click big. 

Gus Van naturally brings back 
nostalgic memories with his old 


songs and patter for a smash finale. 


His invitation for audience choral- 
ing of cldie tunes and his income 
tax complaint ditty, “Old Man Rev- 
enue,” were effective. 

As a unit this Palace package 
seems to be the type which will 
bring in the vaude-hungry Syra- 
cusans. Local orch needed tighten- 
ing opening day but is grooving it 
now. Business terrific. Hayd. 


Palace, N. Y. 

Sherwoods (3), Bobby Pinkus 
with Ruth Foster, Texas Tommy 
& Baby Doll, Jesse, James & Cor- 
nell, Doris Patts & Mrs. Waterfall, 
Briants (2), Fred Lowery with 
Leslie Roberts, Salici Puppets, 
Don Albert House Orch; “Ma and 


Pa Kettle’ (U), reviewed in Va- 
RIETY March 23, °49. 

The Palace stager has a hard 
time getting started. A pair of 
comparatively slow acts in the 


early part of the bill hamper the 
pace of the show, with pickup com- 


ing on the last half of the pro- 
gram. A trio of strong standards 
gives this layout a strong exit. 


Major strength 
James 


comes with Jesse, 
and Cornell, Negro hoofing 


act. This trio warms up the stage 
all over again and paves the way 


for the solid receptions for the en- 
suing acts. Immediate beneficiaries 
are Doris Patts and Mrs. Waterfall 


(New Acts), a new issue of the 
act previously done by the late 
Nan Rae and Maude Davis. In 
the immediate rundown, the 


Briants’ pantomimicry hits a top re- 
ception with their tramp clowning; 


Fred Lowery listed in New Acts 
because of a change of partner, 
and the Salici Puppets, doing an 


abbreviated portion of their turn, 
prov'de a strong windup to give an 
overall good impression of the cur- 
rent bill 

Opening,is by The Sherwoods 
(New Acts) a good acro trio, who 
exit nicely. Bobby Pinkus, assisted 
by Ruth Foster, constitute a hard- 
working turn, but unfortunately, 
much of their effort is dissipated 
by inept material. There are times 
when Pinkus and partner come out 
ahead of their material, but verbi- 
age is frequently too much of a 
handicap. A faster turn than that 
of Texas Tommy and Baby Doll 
was in erder for this spot. This 
cowboy and pony act has its mo- 
ments of cuteness, which probably 
registers considerably better with 
afternoon audiences, but there 
isn’t enough excitement for adult 
crowds. There’s a peculiar twist to 
this act, inasmuch as Texas Tommy 
has the appearance and garb of a 
pard from down yonder, but gab 
comes out with a Teutonic accent. 

The Three Rockets started in 
the trey spot on this bill, but a 
sprained ligament by one of their 
number caused them to cancel out 


and they'll play out this engage- 
ment Aug. 25. Jesse, James & Cor- 
nell replaced. Jose. 


RKO. Beeston 
Boston, Aug. 12. 
Al & Connie Fanton, Kay Ken- 
ton, 3 Arnauts, Moke & Poke, Viola 
Layne, Yvonne, Clavel & Farrar, 
Artie Dann, The Herzoas (3). “Fol- 
low Me Quietly” (RKO). 





Aithough not the sock lineup 
featured in the kick-off week of 
vaude here last week, there are 
enough strong spots in this second 
session to make it add up to an 


entertaining bill, with the audience 


reaction substantial. 

Bill tees off with Al & Connie 
Fanton, mixed team with a nice 
assortment of taps and tricks, fol- 
lowed by Kay Kenton, a vivacious 
blonde, who registers with her ses- 
sion of comedy songs, in the Betty 
Hutton manner. Neat pace is con- 
tinued by the Three Arnauts, who 
wow with their comedy violining 
and acro steps. Wind stint with 
their familiar bird flirtation turn 
to heavy response. 

A couple of colored boys, Moke 
& Poke, do okay with a smattering 
of terping and a line of unintelli- 
gible gibberish, followed by Viola 
Layne, a slick chick, whose im- 
preshes of Fanny Brice, Bonnie 
Baker, Ethel Merman and Rose 
Murphy scores with the payees. 
Closes with a slightly overlong 
carbon of Mae West. Yvonne, 
Clavel & Farrar have something 


. new in ballroom dancing, the man 


leading his gal partners through 
neat routines. 

Artie Dann, who always regis- 
ters solidly here, gets plenty of 
yocks with his zany line of patter, 
especially his nose business which 
is always surefire wow. Bill closes 
with the Herzogs, three femmes, 
whose trapeze stunts left the pay- 
ees gasping. 

Larry Flint house band backs 
acts neatly. Elie. 


National. L’ville 
Louisville, Aug. 12. 

Roberta & Mack, The Malinos, 
Lester Ohman, Melba Vick, Larry 
& Lynn, Harry Bryne, Butterbeans 
& Susie; Tiny Tomale Orch (9); 
“Lost Tribe” (Cot) and “Shut My 
Big Mouth” (Col). 


It’s a straight vaude lineup this 
week. There’s not a headline turn 


in the bunch, but the bill spells 
“variety,” and judging from the 
applause dividends, it’s okay en- 


tertainment. 

Fast opener is Larry and Lynn, 
who work on unicycles of various 
sizes, and garner attention. Femme 

(Continued on page 56) 
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Guild Again Financing Four Shows 


In Single Block for 2006 Total 


The Theatre Guild is again fi- 


nancing four of its scheduled pro- | 
ductions this season in a single | 
plock, for a total of $200,000. The | 


shows and their individual budgets 
are “Good Housekeeping,” 
Helen Hayes _ starrer, 
“Hilda Crane,” Samson Raphael- 
son comedy for which Margaret 
Sullavan is sought, $45,000; “Out 
of the Dust,” Lynn Riggs drama, 
$45,000, and the Katharine Hep- 


burn revival of “As You Like It,” | 


$70,000. 


: my 8 

Backers will have 1% in all four | 
shows for $4,000 and, as usual with | 
Guild productions, there is provi- | 


sion ‘for unlimited overcall. Un- 
derstood that the $200,000 is vir- 
tually all subscribed. 

Guild production of the musical, 
“Pursuit of Happiness,” being fi- 
nanced separately at $200,000, is 
reportedly all subscribed. Half the 
amount is being put up by An- 
thony B. Farrell, the upstate in- 
dustrialist who sank a fortuhe the 
last two seasons in backing his 
own shows. Terms for this deal 
are said to be standard for lim- 
ited partnership investment, with 
Farrell entitled to 25% of the prof- 
its for his $100,000. 


Although he will have associate 


producer billing, Farrell will re- 
portedly have no_ production 
authority. However, as the musi- 


eal will probably play his Hellinger 
theatre, the deal gives him equal 
say as to closing. 

The four Guild shows financed 
as a block, for a total of $150,000, 
last season were “Set My People 
Free,’ “The Silver Whistle,” 


“Make Way for Lucia” and “My | 


Name Is Aquilon.” Only “Silver” 
was a success, paying approxi- 
mately $50,000 return on its $38,- 
000 investment. 


Chatham, N.Y., Operator 
Sets Fall Hyattsville, Md., 
Stock; Wins $2,092 Suit 


Albany, Aug. 16. 


Donald Wolin, one of the opera- 
tors of the Crandell theatre sum- 





mer stock company which recently | 


closed in Chatham, N. Y., will be- 


gin a season in Hyattsville, Md., | 


in October. 


It’s reported that Dean Good- 
man held an option on the Mary- 
Jand spot, but let it expire. 


Wolin’s Default Win 

Donald Wolin won $2,092 default 
Judgment in New York last week 
from the National Repertory Thea- 
tre, which Dean Goodman had 
Planned to open last spring in 
Washington. The money repre- 
sented a loan to Goodman, who 
until recently was associated with 

olin in the operation of the 
Chatham strawhat. Goodman has 
Since gone to the Coast. 


Wittenberg, Carrington and 
Farnsworth were attorneys for 


Wolin in the suit against Good- 
man. 





Carroll Wants Support 
For Rice’s ‘Children’ 


. Madeleine Carroll, being sought 
Xy Elmer Rice for a starring role 
in the Playwrights’ Co. production 
of his “Not for Children,” is re- 
Portedly insisting that a name 
Player also be cast for the male 
pete is said to feel that 
mewhat unconventional play 
gould have proven performance 
* yee in the leads, and that she 
Ould have support in that cate- 
Bory as well as in boxoffice draw. 
ae Rathbone was offered the 
the ead, but turned it down, and 
oe. oe are being sought. 
“ -arroll’s availability may be 
ie So on the tour of “Good- 
me My Fancy,” in which she 
Meme Sept. 19 in Boston. She’s 
po mitted for the Fay Kanin 
Medy through next January. 


the | 
$40,000; | 


+ 
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| Attention Murtagh 
Johannesburg, Aug. 9. 

After only 14 people turned 
up the first night to see the 
South African National Thea- 
tre Co. when it played Roode- 
| poort, small town near Johan- 
nesburg, members of show 
| went from door to door hand- 
| ing out free passes to insure 
| better audience che following 
| might. Result was packed 
| house. Many of audience, how- 

ever, gave donations to com- 
pany after show. 

Play was “The Glass Mena- 
gerie.”’ 








Baron Resumes 
~ Prepping ‘Bway 


Active preparations for produc- 
tion of the new edition of ‘45 
Minutes from Broadway” this sea- 
son have been resumed by Milton 
Baron. As company manager of 
“Miss Liberty,” he has been too 
busy the last several months to 
work on the George M. Cohan 
show. But now that the Irving Ber- 
lin-Robert E. Sherwood musical is 
established at the Imperial, N. Y.., 
Baron can again devote his atten- 
tion to “45 Minutes.” 

After several unsuccessful at- 
tempts to get a suitable book, Bar- 
on has definitely settled on a ver- 
sion prepared by George Oppen- 
heimer, who is now working on 
minor revisions. There is no pos- 
sibility of meeting the Oct. 1 op- 
|tion date on the property, but 
| Baron expects to be able to re- 
new it without difficulty. He ex- 
pects the production to cost about 
$150,000-$175,000. Jerome Robbins 
will probably do the dances, but 
Robert Lewis is no longer in line 
to direct. 

Seven unpublished Cohan songs 
to be used in the new show are 
“That Old Love Interest Has Got 
to Be There,” “Life Is Like a 
Musical Comedy,” “One of the Cal- 
lahan Girls,’ “There’s a Play in 
| My Heart,” “An Old Guy Like Me 


“Musical Comedy Man.” In addi- 
tion, “The Shoes that Hurt,” which 


Cohan wrote for himself and the | 


|late Sam H. Harris to do at a 
| Friars Frolic, may be used. Also 
possibilities are “Harrigan,” from 
Cohan’s show, ‘50 Miles from Bos- 
ton,” and “I Want You,” from his 
“Talk of New York.” 

Songs to be retained from the 
original “45 Minutes” are: ‘‘Mary’s 
a Grand Old Name,” “So Long, 
Mary,” “I Want to Be a Popular 
Millionaire” and the title number. 


BERLE 306 ANGEL FOR 
NEW COAST MUSICAL 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 

| Ray Golden and William Katzell 
| will soon get underway with “Alive 
‘and Kicking,” musical they intend 
to produce here for ultimate 
Broadway appearance. Milton Berle 
is one of the angels, digging down 
for $30,000, figure that is supposed 
to represent one-seventh of the 
total investment. 

Golden and Katzell hope to get 
Bert Lahf for the lead. Casting has 
started, with Leighton Brill and 
Bill Trinz handling that end. 


Rich Preps Road ‘Sky’ 


Clinton, N. J., Aug. 16. 

Eddie Rich will shutter his Clir 
ton’ Music Hali Saturday (20) wit 
the final performance of ‘Tobaccc 
Road.” 

Rich said he is shuttering to 
prepare a company of “Light Up 
the Sky” which he will take on th 
road in the early fall. The Music 
Hall. now in its fourth season as 








ja strawhat, opened June 26. 
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Scarcity of financing, a perennial 
difficulty at this time of year, is 
delaying the unprecedented num- 
| ber of Broadway’s scheduled fall 
productions. Situation has become 
so acute that in a number of cases 


| managements more or less frankly | 


admit their inability to get back- 


ing, instead of blaming postpone- | 


iments on “casting difficulties,” 
| “script trouble” and such tradition- 
al chestnuts. 

Only about a dozen of the “defi- 
| nite” fall prospects are known to 
| be completely financed. But sev- 
eral established managements are 
reportedly still beating the bushes 
for backers for productions which 
are mostly cast and for which spe- 
cific rehearsal dates are set. Cer- 
| tain shows, now fully subscribed, 
required voice-exhausting persua- 
sion by the producer, as well as 
endless “auditions,” to scare up all 
the coin. 

Among the new _ presentations 
for which the ante is in the pro- 


ducer’s coffers are Maurice Evans’ 
“Double Bill,” George Abbott's 
“Touch and Go,” the Kermit | 


Bloomgarden-Gilbert Miller ‘‘Mont- 


serrat,” six Theatre Guild enter- 
prises, headed by “I Know My 
Love,” the Playwrights’ Co. ‘Lost 


and Katharine Cor- 
nell’s “That Woman.” Most of the 
other announced projects, even 
seemingly sure items by name man- 
agements, are mired by lack of 
wherewithal. 

Several factors complicate the 
already tough situation. One is 
that, with general business at a 
dog-trot, “risk capital” is abnormal- 
ly elusive. The second is that, with 
production costs so high, a king- 
size stake is necessary to put on 
even a one-set straight play. At 
the same time, there’s a rage for 
musicals, legit’s cash-consuming 
and doubtful-payoff champs. 


‘St. Paul F eelings Scothed 
As ‘Finian’s’ Books Twin 
Cities on Return Visit 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
“Finian’s Rainbow” is coming 
| back to the Twin Cities and this 
'time will play St. Paul as well as 
Minneapolis. 

' Its action last season in confining 
its Twin City engagement exclu- 
sively to Minneapolis, where it 
| played a week, caused the usual 
umbrage in St. Paul, where news- 
papers refused to accept its ads or 
give it publicity. In making Min- 
neapolis ifs only Twin City stand, 
it was doing the same as “Annie 
Get Your Gun” and “High Button 
Shoes” also did last season, and the 
same as some other attractions 
have done in previous seasons. St. 
Paul also turned thumbs down on 
ads and publicity for those shows. 

The first big musical to hit here 
this season, “Brigadoon,” plays 
both Minneapolis and St. Paul next 
month. St. Paul’s mayor last sea- 
son protested to the United Book- 
‘ing Office against the booking of 
‘shows exclusively in Minneapolis. 


Kaufman Chores Strictly 
Limited to ‘Dulcy’ Assist 


New Hope, Pa., Aug. 16. 

George S. Kaufman, who is 
providing a partial assist to Charles 
Gaynor on the latter's musical 
adaptation of “Dulcy,” the Kauf- 
man-Mare Connelly legit click of 
1921. denies reports that he is also 
working on a new comedy of his 
own. Author-director’s last solo play 
was “The Butter and Egg Man,” 
in 1925. Gaynor, who is doing the 
book. score and lyrics for the musi- 
cal “Duley.” is the sole author of 
the current Broadway revue, “Lend 
an Far.” 

Although he has talked to sev- 
eral different authors about pos- 
sible collaboration projects, Kauf- 
man insists he has nothing definite 
slated. He has no_ directorial 
assignments, either, he says. j 
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The Worm Turns 


Minneapolis, Aug. 16. 
Minneapolis Star had Don 


Stolz, stage director and acior 
of the Old Log strawhatter, re- 


view “The Front Page” be- 
cause John K. Sherman, its 
regular drama _ editor and 


| eritic, was acting a role in it. 

Stolz started off his review 
thusly: “In the production of 
‘The Front Page’ at the Old 
Log theatre, it is simple to 
know where first to praise. 
Don Stolz. The role of Earl 
Williams, as played by Don 
Stolz, is beautifully conceived 
and inconceivably beautiful in 


its performance.” He dis- 
missed Sherman with: “Also in 
the cast was John K. Sher- 


man.” 


Lesser Likely To ; 
Start Ballet War 


What looks Tike another ballet 
war shaping up for Broadway is 
announcement that Arthur Lesser 
is planning to present the Ballet de 
Paris in N. Y. this fall, in associa- 
tion with the Shuberts. Leserer, 
now in Paris, is dickering with Ro- 
land Petit, the ballet’s director, 
for a Broadway season starting 
Oct. 10 at an as yet undesignated 
theatre. 

Sol Hurok is importing the Sad- 
ler’s Wells Ballet of London for a 
four-week season at the N. Y. Met, 
starting Oct. 9. Joint presentation 
of the two foreign companies is 
reminiscent of Ballet Theatre and 
Ballet Russe simultaneous engage- 
ments in N. Y. in recent seasons, 
with detrimental boxoffice results. 

Lesser is due in N. Y., Sept. 1. 
- He had been reported on the outs 
with the Shuberts following flop of 
his “Along Fifth Avenue” revue, 
but this has been patched up, it’s 
reported. Both Lee and J. J. Shu- 
bert are said to be interested in 
the Lesser ballet project. Lesser 
is also understood to have reached 
an agreement with the Govern- 
ment on his tax troubles in connec- 
tion with “Along Fifth Avenue.” 


MUCH ADO IN D.C. ABOUT 
‘ON TOWN’ CUSS WORD 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

The District of Columbia needs 
a censorship board ‘qualified to 
determine what is harmful to pub- 
lic morals,” it was declared last 
week after officials forced the 
deletion of several lines from “On 
the Town.” Censors to worry 
about plays, motion pictures, 
dances, etc., would be something 
new for Washington and amuse- 
ment circles hope that no such 
situation is foisted on them. The 
suggestion came from Assistant 
Corporation Council Clark F. King. 

The management of Meridan 
Hill open air theatre was warned 
to delete the line “too G dam 
big” about dinosaur tracks from 
the museum of natural history 
scene in “On the Town.” Next 
night, when the line remained in, 
Toney Matthews, the actor who 
spoke them, was arrested im- 
mediately after the scene. Hauled 
off to a police station, he posted 
a $25 bond and got back in time 
for the next act. Next day, after 
the line and several others had 
been amended, the bond was re- 
funded and charges dropped. 
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Skinner's Gab Reprise 

Olney, Md., Aug. 16. 
Richard Skinner will repeat his 
course on summer theatre and 
management for the American 
Theatre Wing in N. Y. beginning 
Sept. 16. In order to fulfill the 
teaching commitment, Skinner will 
commute to New York weekly un- 
til the season ends at Olney thea- 

tre here, where he’s co-producer. 


| Guild’s 
| Lawrence 


AFS Par Gets Slice in Three Upcoming 
DUG TIONS B way Musicals Via Pix Rights Angle 


—+ 
fin 


Paramount will have an interest 
the film rights of three forth- 


coming Broadway musicals In 
each case the studio’s slice will 
stem from its ownership of the 


screen rights to some of the origi- 
nal material on which the show 
will be based. Terms of the three 
deals will vary 

The shows involved are “The 
Pursuit of Happiness,” the Theatre 
musical version of the 
Langner-Armina Mar- 
shall comedy; “Gentlemen Prefer 
Blondes,” Herman Levin-Oliver 
Smith tune edition of the o!d Anita 


Loos comedy, and “Guys. and 
Dolls,” Ernest Mortin-Cy Feuer 
musical based on amon Runyon 


characters and stories 

In the case of ‘‘Happiness,” the 
studio is tossing in its film rights 
to the original play for a one-third 
share in the rights to the musical 


adaptation. In the case of 
“Blondes,” more or ‘°ss the same 
setup exists, except that  Par’s 


slice of the musical ri«yts will be 
a bit less than one-third. Reduced 
cut will also anp'y to “Guys and 
Dolls,” in which the company will 
participate via its ownership of 
one of Runyon’s short stories, “The 
Idyvl of Sara Brown,” part of which 
will be used in the show. Inci- 
dentally, “Idyl’” was never filmed. 

Somewhat sim'lar setup applied 
in the case of “Crrouse',” for 
which 20th-Fox toss:d in its screen 
rights to “Liliom,” the Ferenc Mol- 
nar play that Richard Re gers and 
Oscar Hammerstein. 2d, used as 
the basis for their Theatre Guild 
musical. The comvany got 30% 
of the show’s film rights in return. 
However, in that instance, the stu- 
dio’s contribution has not paid off, 
since Rodgers and Hammerstein, 
in accord with their regu'ar policy, 
have refused to sell “Carousel” to 
pictures. 

Goldwyn’s Turndown 

Samuel Goldwyn recently turned 
down a like proposition for Cheryl 
Crawford's production of the musi- 
cal edition of “The Little Foxes,” 
for which Marc Blitztein has writ- 
ten the score. He made a film 
version of the Lillian Hellman 
original some years ago, and still 
owns the screen rights. 

Another such refusal was re- 
cently made by Sir Alexander 
Korda, who is planning a film 
based on Alan Paton’s “Cry, the 
Beloved Country.” In that in- 
stance, Maxwell Anderson and 
Kurt Weill, whose stage adaptation 
is about to be done by the Play- 
wrights’ Co., wanted the film pro- 
ducer to toss in the screen rights 
to the novel in return for a share 
of the rights to the legit version. 
When Korda refused, Anderson 
and Weiil retitled their play “Lost 
in the Stars.” 


Jelin Estate Socked For 





$2,767 Judgment; $670 


Default Nick vs. Boltons 


Harold Stehle, who was asso- 
ciated with the late Max Jelin in 
the operation of the Belasco, N. Y., 
won a judgment for $2,767 by de- 
fault last week from Jelin’s widow, 
Molly, and Sterling Theatres, Inc., 
which was the ownership company 
for the theatre. Claim was on a 
note covering a loan the plaintiff 
made to Jelin. 

After Jelin’s suicide about a 
year ago the tangled affairs of the 
theatre were clarified when the 
property was acquired by a syndi- 
cate. The Shuberts subsequently 
bought the house and_ recently 
leased it to NBC for use as a radio 
studio. 

Judgment for $670 against “play- 
wrights Guy and Virginia (Mrs.) 
Bolton was awarded by default in 
New York last week. Plaintiff was 
I. A. Sparacino, assignee for Fort- 
num & Mason, London department 
store. The claim represented un- 
paid bills for merchandise. Case 
had been postponed several times, 
at the request of the Bolton's at- 
torney. Playwright is reportedly 


; traveling in Europe, 
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eiress Sets Olney Record With 11¢; 
D.C.’s Town’ 8G; Other Barn News: 


| stead of score as in previous Op- 
erettas. 

“Rose Marie,” opening for a 
week tonight (16), with Wilbur 
Evans and Susanna Foster, has 
hardy advance. “Sweethearts” will 
follow. “Of Thee I Sing,” origin- 
ally announced, has been cancelled 
out. 

“Bitter Sweet” cast included 
Johnny Call, Jack Emden, Audrey 
Guard, Phyllis Wilcox, Glynn Hill. 
Evans staged, with Bob Zeller mu- 
director. Susanna _ Foster 


Olney, Md., Aug. 16. 


Basil Rathbone in “The Heiress” 
proved to be the biggest crowd- 
getter Olney theatre has ever had, 
even outgrossing by several hun- 
dred dollars the hefty $11,000 of 
Tallulah Bankhead’s best week 
here. Part of this is due to the 
Bankhead stand of a fortnight, as 
contrasted with the single week of 
the Rathbone stand. At any rate, 
with*a capacity gross of over $11,- 


sical 


000 for the week, including . : 
standees at almost every one of dropped out of cast because of ill- 
ole . c . ° " . ° 
: 4 .. ness with Dorothy Sandlin substi- 
z 2rformances, many Cus- tg a 
_ ange a — co soantrn ; tuting. Phyllis Wilcox took over 
SOROES. CHS Tee age ,, Miss Foster’s role in “Vagabond 
Another feature of the “Heiress” King” for final two performances. 





run were the large number of Con- 
gressional reps who trekked out to 
the country for a look-see. The 
Sen. Claude Peppers (D., Fla.),. old 
friends of leading lady Erin 
O’Brien-Moore, came, bringing 
with them Supreme Court Justice 
Hugo and Mrs. Black. Other solons 
came because of rep of show and 
star. 

Currently Olney producers Eve- 


Red Barn’s Tryout 
Westboro, Mass., Aug. 16. 
Red Barn will try out a new re- 


starting Aug. 30. 


and the book and lyrics by Wil- 


liam Happ. 





White Barn in ‘Sky’ Snag 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 


lyn Freyman and Richard Skinner White Barn theatre, which had 
are departing from the “name” its biggest week of the summer 
policy and starring staffer Dean with “Light Up the Sky” last 


month, has met a snag in its plan 


Harens, who has been rating favor- 
to repeat the Moss Hart play early 


able critical comment for his sup- 


porting roles all season, in a re- in September. Rights have since 
vival of the old “School for been withdrawn by Edward Rich, 
Charm.” shortened to “Charm.” Who controls the show, and plans 
Outcome, from  b.o. viewpoint, to send it on the road next season 


looks somewhat hazy. Olney sea- (Continued on page 59) 





son has been extended through 
Oct. 2, with the Moss Harts in 
“Man Who Came to Dinner” set 
for their sole strawhat stint for Duncan Concerts 
week of Sept. 20, and Sarah 
Churehill and Jeffrey Lynn in 
“Philadelphia Story,” inked for 


Ducked for ‘Stars 


Todd Duncan is due Sept. 11 
from Australia, to begin rehears- 
als in “Lost in the Stars,” the 
Playwrights’ Co. production of the 
Maxwell Anderson-Kurt Weill 
adaptation of Alan Paton’s novel, 
“Cry, the Beloved Country.” Sing- 
er, who is cancelling the remain- 
der of a concert tour, has agreed 
to stay with the show through the 
1950-51 season, if required. 
ever, he will get several weeks off 
next spring to fill previously- 
booked concert dates in the U. S. 

Other principal role in the play, 
a white man, has not been cast. 
Rouben Mamoulian will direct the 
production. 


FIRE RAZES HISTORIC 
DES MOINES COLISEUM 


Des Moines, Aug. 16. 
Fire of unknown origin destroy- 


following week. | 





Watered-Down ‘Town’ OK 


Washington, Aug. 16. 

Watered-down version of “On 
the Town,” with the spirit, if not 
the letter, of the Bernstein score 
ably retained by a group of spirited 
youngsters from the original cast, 
proved biggest grosser to date at 
Meridian Hill. Town's new out- 
door theatre had over $8,000 in the 
till despite being rained out 
Friday, with every seat sold. 

Bncouraged by signs of growing 
interest in the project, Productions, 
Inc., sponsoring outfit, is planning 
to stretch the season for another 
four weeks. Current is Vicki 
Cummings in “Design for Living,” 
with b.o. prospects good, if the 
rains stay away. Future bookings 
are not yet definite. 

Season has been touch and go 
for this enterprising group, with 
Equity rulings and restrictions not 
helping, despite a lot of word en- 
couragement. Despite this, group 
is already mulling possibility of ed the Des Moines Coliseum, his- 
forming into an all year round toric downtown landmark on the 
theatre. | west bank of the Des Moines river 

— | here Saturday (13). The 41-year-old 
New Hope’s ‘Heiress’ Big | building, an entire block-long, had 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 16. only one buckled wall left at the 

John Carradine and Margaret end of the two-hour inferno that 
Phillips in ‘“‘The Heiress,’ despite was a three-alarm for every fighter 
record heat for first four days of and piece of equipment available. 
week, turned in neat gross for No firemen were injured and no 
Bucks County Playhouse. News- injuries reported to the more than 

apers and word of mouth were 10,000 spectators. It is said it 

est of season, especially on Miss would cost $1,000,000 to replace 

Phillips’ emoting in title role. De- th. building, which was insured 

spite slow start first two nights, ¢,). $60,000 : ‘i 

the SRO sign was dusted off and daictiin ‘ 

hung from Wednesday matinee Many of the nation’s celebrities 
from political, stage and sports life, 


through balance of week. 

Oliver Thorndike, Margaret Mul- have appeared at the Coliseum 
len, Ruth White were in supporting since it was built in 1908. Five 
cast. Paul Morrison staged with presidents have campaigned or 
set by David Reppa. ; spoken in the building, which has 
_ This week Henry Jones is Erwin also host to such names as the late 
in “Three Men On a Horse,” with Gen. John J. Pershing, Gen. Leon- 
ard Wood, Guy Bates Post, Eddie 





Sara Seegar as gambler’s cookie 


(role she played in London pro- enatanine i @enwlin : 

duction), Teddy Hart and Magaie Rickenbacker. Charles A. Lind- 
Mullen in original roles. Joe Down- Pavlova Paul Whit sta , J ~~ 
ing, John Marriott, Carl White and Phillips hater eh uae PO rg 


Ben Laughlin are also in troupe, 


which was directed by Bob Cald- Anna Case, Schumann-Heink, Jas- 


well. cha Heifitz, Mary Garden, Fritz 
Last week’s report on Walter. Kreisler, Alma Gluck, John Me- 
Slezak in ‘“Laburnum Grovex‘' was Cormick, Jack Dempsey, Gene 


Tunney and others. 


Pix Rights to ‘Arthur’ 
Partly Held by RKO 


Screen rights to “Arthur,” the 
legit comedy which Michael Ellis 
has announced for fall production 
on Broadway, are partly held by 
RKO. The studio actually owns 
the rights to “Jemand,” the Ferenc 
Molnar play from which P. G. 
Wodehouse adapted “Arthur.” 

David Ffolkes is to do the cos- 
tumes for “Arthur.” 


overestimated. Priestley play was 
next to weakest bill of season to 
date. 





Music Circus Still Draws 
Lambertvilie, N. J., Aug. 16. 
St. John Terrell’s Music Circus 
continues to attract pewholders, al- 
though “Bitter Sweet,’ Noel Cow- 
ard operetta starring Wilbur Evans 
and Dorothy Sandlin proved less 
popular than previous vintage 
pieces. Trade was over $6,500 on 
week, which saw extra chairs and 
bleachers again in use to accommo- 
date customers on weekend. 
Word of mouth was not as hefty 
because of dependence on book in- 


‘ship furor had been about. 


vue, “Lo and Behold,” for the week 


The music is by Brown Furlow | 


How- | 


What Was All the Shootin’ 


For, London Asks on ‘Road’ 


London, Aug. 16. 
General reaction to last week’s 
first public performance of Jack 
Kirkland’s ‘‘Tobacco Road” here 
was wonder what all the censor- 
Play 
drew unfavorable notices from the 
critics, most of whom questioned 
why the Lord Chamberlain had 
banned it for the last 12 years. 
Georgia white-trash drama had 
been presented recently at a pri- 
vate club, but was finally okayed 
for public performances after a 
few cuss words were deleted. It’s 
slated to continue until early fall 
at the Embassy, Swiss Cottage (a 
small nabe house), then move to 
a regular West End house. 





Passion Play 
Into Training 


Oberammergau, Aug. 9. 
| “Training Plays” are being pre- 
sented here every weekend during 
August in preparation for the 1950 
Passion Play, first to be given since 
1934. The dates for next year are 
May 21° to Sept. 17, four times 
weekly. Play runs five hours with 
mornin., and afternoon’ sessions. 
Visitor Juys all-inclusive ticket en- 
titling him to accommodation in 
the town, as well as a place in the 
6,000-seat theatre. 
| Alois Lang, last one to portray 
the Christ, is now too old for the 
| part. He will probably speak the 
Prolog. Anyone from the town is 
eligible to try out for the play ex- 
|cept married women. Cast is se- 
lected by an elected committee, 
plus the Town Council, the priest, 
and the director, George Johannes 
Lang. Lang also designed sets and 
costumes. He is a wood carver by 
trade. Rehearsals start in Novem- 
ber and continue until the opening. 





Can. Govt., Patrons Kick In 


6G to Send ‘Eros’ Abroad 
To Edinburgh, Glasgow 


Toronto, Aug. 16. 

At invitation of the directorate 
of the Edinburgh Festival of drama 
and music, the Canadian cast and 
production of ‘Eros at Breakfast,” 
winning play of the recent Canad- 
|ian Drama _ Festival, will _ sail 
|aboard the Empress of France 
| Aug. 26 for a five-night run (Sept. 
5-9) to be held in the Scottish 
capital. Troupe will then go into a 
Glasgow theatre. The $6,000 tab for 
the trip will be underwritten by 
| the Canadian government and 
'drama-loving patrons. 

Robertson Davies, author-direc- 
tor, will plane four days later to 
catch up with the company at 
Southampton. Wealthy small-town 
editor of The Peterborough (On- 
tario) Examiner, Davies during his 
Oxford undergraduate days was a 
member of the Old Vie Co. in the 
heyday of Laurence Olivier and 
Ralph Richardson. He has also been 
running a summer theatre’ in 
Peterborough, Ont,, with Michael 
Sadlier and Graham Ferguson of 
the London, Eng., theatre, as co- 
producers. 


M. KANIN IN N.Y. TO SET 
DEFINITE ‘FANCY’ TOUR 


Michael Kanin planed from Hol- 
lywood last weekend for confabs 
with Richard Aldrich and Richard 
Myers, regarding their production 
of “Goodbye, My Fancy,” at the 
Fulton, N. Y. Aldrich came to 
town for the confabs from Cape 
Cod, where he operates strawhats 
at Dennis and Falmouth. 

Final decision was reached to 
take the Fay Kanin comedy on the 
road, opening in Boston, Sept. 19, 
with Madeleine Carroli back in the 
Starring part. Formation of a 
second comedy, headed by Ruth 
Hussey, to continue the play on 
Broadway, is no longer being con- 
sidered. 








PETERS’ EUROPEAN TREK 
Worcester, Aug. 16. 
Susan Peters, touring in “Glass 
Menagerie” and “Barretts of Wim- 
pole Street,” will go to Europe in 
January on a six-month vacation. 
She'll finance the trip by profits 
from “Sign of the Ram,” frozen 
sin those countries. 


es 


























ize that Tallulah 


boxoffice draw whatsoever. | 
cases where so-called stars 


costs are correspondingly higher 
this year, due to higher production 
fees, enlarged operations, etc., but 
mainly due to higher salaries. e 

Aldrich’s costs are up, he says, 
“due to the uncalled-for increase 
in royalties by 
Guild. Equity has created no finan- 


the Dramatists | 


cial problems, but the Dramatists | 


Guild has. It’s absolutely ridicu- 
lous that one should pay as high 
a royalty for a piece of old tripe 
like ‘Love From a Stranger,’ “The 
Two Mrs. Carrolls,’ or ‘Lovers and 
Friends,’ as for ‘The Heiress,’ ‘O, 
Mistress Mine’ or ‘For Love or 
Money.’ ” 
‘Agents’ Greediness’ 


In similar vein, Sara Stamm, 
who operates the Newport (R.I.) 
Casino, complains about “produc- 
ers attempting to recoup road 
losses by charging an exorbitant 
flat fee, in addition to royalty, for 
plays which failed on the road. 
Trend will kill summer theatres,” 
she says. Miss Stamm also in- 
veighed against “agents’ greedi- 
ness” in the matter of salaries, and 
“stagehands union’ encroaching 
where budgets can’t afford them.” 

Managers were asked whether 
large salaries to one or two stars— 
such as the $5,000 weekly coin paid 
Tallulah Bankhead — had inflated 
fees for other names. Comment 
was mixed, some saying no, others 
admitting it had. ‘Most of the 
stars have been very fair on this 
point,” says John Lane, of the Fair- 
haven (Mass.) theatre. Lewis Har- 
mon, of the Chapel playhouse, 
Guilford, Conn., says: “It's difficult 
to convince stars and their agents 
that although a Princeton house 
seating 1,800 can pay $2,500 or 
more, 400-500 seat houses are lim- 
ited and cannot pay fantastically 
high salaries plus percentages.” 

“One or two stars have 
plained because Tallulah received 
such a high salary,” says Aldrich, 
“but on the whole most stars real- 
draws capacity 
business, and most of them do not. 
In my opinion, no stars should re- 
ceive more than a guarantee of 
$750 to $1,000, plus a percentage 
above a reasonable break-even fig- 
ure.” 

Most managers, such as Ogun- 
quit, Me.’s, Mrs. Maude Hartwig, 
admit, however that name stars are 
still the best insurance for good 
business. “But untried managers,” 
warns Aldrich, “should be very 
careful lest certain agents foist on 
them so-called name stars who 
draw large salaries but have no 
We all 
know 
have not grossed enough to cover 
their own salaries.” 

“Only top names draw,” says 
Milton Stiefel, of Ivoryton (Conn.) 
playhouse. “Average names are 
losing their appeal.” 
son, II, at Marblehead, Mass., 
while admitting the need of names, 
says, “a good star in an excellent 
play is better boxoffice than a big- 
ger star in a poor vehicle.” West- 
port found that “important plays, 
well cast, are the best insurance. 
We alternate with name stars to 
get variety.” 

Theron 


Bamberger, of Bucks 
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manded, plus the fact that there 
are not enough players of equal 
‘draw,’ makes business so spott 
that sooner or later the summer 
playhouses will end up in the req” 
Several managers have com. 
plaints about stars arriving late for 
rehearsals. To Lane “this invarj. 
ably means a complete readjust. 
ment on the part of the company 
that has been in rehearsal for the 
week.” Lewis Harmon writes 
“Until this year we never booked 
a star who didn’t rehearse a fy] 
week. This year, when we Start- 
ed booking, we had the choice of 
having no stars or have them walk 
in the last minute with practically 
no rehearsal. For the protection of 
its rank and file, Equity should do 
something about this situation.” 
Johnson reports, “We did great 
business with a concert this se 


. E ason 
|—Hildegarde in a one-woman 
show. This seems to open the 
summer theatre field for more 


com- | 


than just straight drama.” 

Miles says, “You have to play 
poker” in this strawhat game. John 
Huntington sums it up, “I think 
I’m crazy to be in this business, 
When last seen I was walking in 
the direction of the Hudson River 
shaking my head and talking tg 
myself.” 





Chis Citronella 
Circuit Clicking 


Chicago, Aug. 16, 

Lack of legit fare this summer 
in the loop may have something 
to do with the booming biz of the 
citronella circuit in Chi’s suburban 
area. Chevy Chase Summer the- 
atre, with six suceessful weeks une 
der its belt in its first season, may 
extend activity beyond original 
eight weeks planned, playing until 


Oct. 1. Each week they've added 
chairs, increasing the _ capacity 
from 500 when they opened to 
nearly 800 at present. Grosses 


have jumped accordingly, from a 
profitable take of around $4,600 
during its opening week, to over 
$7,200 in recent runs. 

Tent House theatre, with no star 
setup, reports near capacity biz, 
with the 100 by 70 foot tent in 
Highland Park, Ill., bursting at its 
seams with extra seats installed. H. 
M. Rogers, producer of Tent House, 
plans a tent circuit in the Chi area 
for a future season, figuring he 


_can keep expenses down by taking 
/his cast and productions from one 


Blake John- | 


tent to another in the area. Group 
will play “Night Must Fall” 
Thursday (19), with Donald Curtis 
of the resident company in the 


lead. 


County playhouse, New Hope, Pa., | 
reports, ‘““‘We have done big busi- | 


ness without names and sometimes 
poor business with. It depends on 


|the star and the choice of play.” . 
| Melville Burke, at Lakewood the- 
atre, Skowhegan, Me., isn’t inter- 


ested in names. 
sell plays, 
says. 


“We successfully 
not personalities,” he 
“We're playing a few stars 


this year; next season we shall play | 


none.” 
Star ‘Frankenstein’ 

William Miles, of Berkshire play- 
house, Stockbridge, Mass., declares 
“A recent Broadway success with- 
out a star will draw almost as 
much business as an older play 
with a star who has a draw. I re- 
gret that many a bona-fide star 
does not outdraw a bad play.” 

“Since I started the star policy,” 
writes John Huntington, of Spa 
Summer theatre, Saratoga Springs, 
N. Y., “I cannot stop it. I must 
keep giving them bigger and big- 
ger names in order to keep my 
business on a decent level, and the 
bigger names I give them, the 
more I have to pay for them.” 


| 


plays in the U. S. 


“I think the choice of plays is | 
almost as important as the star,” | 
says Aldrich, “and I would rather | 
book a less well-known star in a | 
very fine play than a well-known 


star in a very inferior vehicle.” 
Burke predicts, “The star sys- 

tem will eventually put the sum- 

mer theatres out of business. The 


excessive and absurd salaries de- | 


Lake Zurich Playhouse, Lake 
Zurich, Ill., is having a difficult 
time with its small seating capacity, 
since weekly requests for tickets go 
way beyond its 200 mark. They too 
have extended their season because 
of profitable operations, presenting 
“All My Sons” and “Years Ago” 
after Sept. 4. 

Meanwhile, “Mr. Roberts” as solo 
presentation in the loop, rounds 
out its 50th week, with hefty b.o. 
play and steadily rising biz. Legiter 
pulls up stakes Sept. 17. 


SHUBERTS DUE IN COURT 
RE PIRANDELLO PLAYS 


As officers of Select Theatres 
Corp., a Shubert subsidiary, Lee 
Shubert, J. J. Shubert, Milton R. 
Weir and J. F. Waters are sched- 





uled to appear in N. Y. federal 
court Monday (22) for examinatiy 
before trial in a_ suit brough 


against Select by actress Marta 
Abba. 
Miss Abba is pressing the action 
in an effort to establish her lega 
rights to four plays written by the 
late Luigi Pirandello. She charges 
that Select has claimed certain 
rights to the works which has pre 
vented her from exploiting the 





LEGIT FOR FOSTORIA, 0. 
Fostoria, O., Aug. 16, 
The theatre is coming to this 
small community this year. ae 
“Fair and Warmer” and 2 
Heiress” already have been YA 
lected as two of the three plays 
be presented here by profession@ 
casts from New York. 
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Total Legit Grosses 


The following are the comparative figures, based on VARIETY’s 
boxoffice estimates, for last week (the 11th week of the season) 
and the corresponding week of last season: 


BROADWAY 


Number of shows current 


Total weeks played so far by all shows 
Total gross for all current shows last week 
Total season’s gross so far by all shows 


This Last 
Season Season 

SOP eee 13 14 
169 222 


$342,900 
$4,268,600 
2 


. $354,000 
$4,700,400 


Number of new productions so far 2 
ROAD 
(Excluding Stock) 
Number of current touring shows reported 7 12 
Total weeks played so far by all shows 108 150 


Total road gross reported last 
Season’s total road gross so far 


week 


$155,500 
$2,844,400 


$285.300 
$3.486.900 























on strength of big biz it has been 
doing this season in the strawhats. 

Clay Flagg and Carl Low, who 
operate the strawhat, protested 
that they had already gone to con- 
siderable expense advertising the 
second week of “Sky,” and that 
more than half of the house had 
already been sold out in advance, 
but Rich had refused to budge, in- 
sisting that the show’s chances 
when he brought it to the Nixon 
in the fall might suffer through 
another week for it in the Pitts- 
burgh district. 

“Sky” played to capacity at the 
White Barn and would have done 
the same thing again. Flagg and 
Low have tentatively scheduled 
“Chicken Every Sunday” to fill the 
blank stanza but are trying to get 
“Two Blind Mice” instead. There’s 
been no word on it, however, since 
the producers don’t know whether 
Melvyn Douglas will be available 
in the fall, in which case it'll be 
toured. If actor decides to remain 
in Hollywood, ‘‘Mice’’ won’t go on 
the road and White Barn will prob- 
ably be able to snare it. 


‘Boy’ $4,900 at Berkshire 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 16. 
The Berkshire playhouse 
took in $4,900 for its production of 
“The Winslow Boy” last week. A 





here | 


name star wasn’t used for the offer- | 


ing, leaving the work entirely in 
the hands of the resident company. 

A capacity gross .of $5,340 was 
taken in the week of Aug. 1 with 
“The Medium” and “The _ Tele- 
phone” package. “On Approval,” 
with Mary Wickes, is current. 


Chevy Chase’s ‘Tree’ Hit 
Chicago, Aug. 16. 
Chevy Chase Summer Theatre 
hit its biggest grosser in its sixth 
week of operation, 
Christians in “The Vinegar Tree, 
which closed Sunday night (14). 
The $7,160 take included SRO for 
the weekend performances, with 
Miss Christians breaking the Satur- 
day night record (13) with $1,650. 
Chevy Chase has increased its 
seating capacity by 200 since its 
initial week. Buddy Ebsen opens 
tonight (16) in “The Man From 
Home.” 


” 


Drake-Stoddard 7G 
Fayetteville, N. Y., Aug. 16. 

Tom Drake and Haila Stoddard 
in “Her Cardboard Lover” did $7,- 
000 at Nancy Phillips’ Country 
Playhouse here last week. 

“Let Us Be Gay,” with Kay Fran- 
Cis, ls current. 


Hartmans’ Mt. Kisco Bowout 

Mt. Kisco, " Y., Aug. 16. 
The Paul and Grace Hartman re- 
vue, “Up to Now,” will end its try- 
out tour of the summer circuit at 
the Westchester playhouse here. 
Show, the first musical to play the 
theatre, has been booked for eight 
performances beginning Sept. 5. 
According to Barton H. Emmet, 
estchester playhouse producer, 
Certain technical difficulties must 
€ met in order to accomodate the 
show. The first three rows of seats 
will be removed to provide place 
for musical accompaniment. If the 
revue meets with success, the play- 
house will offer more musicals 

next year, if they are available. 
Freddie Bartholomew is making 
is first summer appearance this 


season at the Westchester play- 
ene in “The Hasty Heart.” Play 
gan its engagement yesterday 
(Mon.), 


Stockbridge Adds 12th Week 

Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 16. 

Villiam Miles, who in his 14th 
season has been playing to top 
8rosses at the Berkshire Playhouse 
after a mild first two weeks. is 


aiding a 12th week, with Ann 
Deus in “Yes, My _ Darling 
D ughter. This will be Labor 
ay week. Miles established a 


~~efl house record, in the 496-seat- 
wy’ 2t $2.90, with Kay Francis in 


Let Us Be Gay.” He followed 


| 
| 


with Mady | 


‘Heiress’ Sets Record | 


tomes Continued from page 58 














with a $5,000 week on “The Heir- 
ess,” and then topped the Francis 
engagement with $5,340 on “The 
Medium” and “The Telephone” 
(performed by the New York 
company, with Marie Powers star- 
red). 


Last week he again played to 
capacity, with a presentation of 
“The Winslow Boy” by the resi- 
dent company. 

Shawn's ‘Jacob’ Preem 
Lee, Mass., Aug. 16 

The world premiere of “The 
Dream of Jacob,’ with choreog- 
raphy by Ted Shawn, music by 


Darius Milhaud, and costumes and 
decor by John Christian, will be 
given at Jacob’s Pillow Dance Fes- 
tival, near Lee, Friday (10). There 
will be matinee and evening per- 
formances of the ballet, com- 
missioned by the Elizabeth Sprague 
College Foundation of the Library 
of Congress, that day and Satur- 
day. 

Shawn, Swen Swenson, Karoun 
Tootikian, Richard Aboud, Charles 
Conklin, L. D. Sparkman and Jo- 
seph Marks are in the cast. 


Pitt Biz Good 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 

Strawhat biz in this territory is 
up tor °49. Last year, in its first 
season of operation, White Barn 
theatre, operated by Actors Clay 
Flagg and Carl Low, played to 
around 86° of capacity. 

So far this year already they’re 
up to 91°, with more than a month 
left to go, and attendance building 
week to week. 


—_ —_—_ 


2 Blind Players for ‘Smoke’ 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 
Two sightless members of the 
Lighthouse Players of the New 


| York Assn. for the Blind have been 


signed for roles in the Mountain 
Playhouse presentation of Tennes- 
see Williams’ “Summer and 
Smoke” at Jennerstown, Pa., next 
week. They are Ruth Askenas and 
Ida Scotti. They appeared last 
year in New York in their organ- 
ization’s productions of ‘Post 


| Road” and “The Old Maid,” and 


, will be seen with 


resident mem- 
bers of the Jennerstown company. 

Although “Summer and Smoke” 
will be toured next season by Mar- 
go Jones, Mountain Playhouse got 
the rights to the drama because it 
is so uncentrally located to key 
legit centers, being around 80 
miles from Pittsburgh and around 
250 from Philadelphia. Since it 
draws only a small percentage of 
its trade from this city, strawhat 
showing wasn’t figured to hurt its 
later chances here any. 


Six for London, Ont. 
London, Ont., Aug. 16. 
Opening with “Meet the Wite,” 


yesterday (Mon.), the Shelton- 
Amos Players will present six 
plays in summer repertory here, 


to be followed by a wur of Western 
Ontario in the musical “Irene.” 
Hall Shelton and Ruth Amos, in 
conjunction with the London Little 
Theatre, are producing the shows. 

Negotiations for the revival of 
summer stock here after 15 years 
were started when Shelton pro- 
duced “The Ivy Green” here prior 
to its Broadway engagement. In- 
cluded in the company of nine are 


' whieh 


Miss Amos, Viki Marsden, Howard | 


Blaine. Bruce Brighton, Laura Lee 
and Leland Harris. 


Will-O-Way’s ‘Service’ 
Detroit, Aug. 16. 
Will-O-Way Playhouse, straw- 


hatter in nearby Bloomfield Hills, 
presents ‘Room Service” tonight 
(16) for a two-week run. Director 
William W. Merrill said advance 
ticket sale has been heavy. 
The theatre’s last production, 
“John Loves Mary,” nearly 
equalled the all-time gross of its 
predecessor, “Here Today. 


PITT OPERETTA SEASON 


SHOWS 556 DEFICIT 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. 
Despite one of the most sue- 
cessful seasons in four years of 


| operation, the Civic Light Opera 


Assn. showed a $55,000 deficit for 


|its just-ended nine weeks of sum- 


mer operettas at Pitt Stadium. 
Total gross was just short of $331,- 
000. Loss will be covered by vol- 
untary contributions from 35 spon- 
sors Deficit 


$0 may jump another 
$9,000 if rain delays dismantling 
the huge stage and electrical SVS- 
tem. 

Incidentally, loss was $15.000 
less than management anticipated 
at beginning of the season \s a 
result, $50 pledges given by 350 
guarantors will be returned to the 
individuals. 

Biggest grosser was “Naughty 
Marietta.” followed by “Wizard of 
Oz” and ‘Rose Marie.” Latter 


would have been the top show had 
it not been rained out at one per- 
formance, costing more than $10- 
000. Out of 54 scheduled perform- 
ances, only five were washed off 
the boards but all of them came 
on Friday and Saturday nights, 
normally the biggest of the week. 


Roberts’ $23500 
In 49th Chi Week 


Chicago, Aug. 16. 

“Mister Roberts,” with no legit 
competition in the loop, continues 
to climb, with 50th week coming 
up. By Sept. 17, when vehicle 
exits Erlanger theatre its 54-week 
run here will have been one of 
most profitable stays of any legi- 
ter the past five years. Approach- 


ing season should be active, with 
“Summer and Smoke” the latest 


addition, for a Sept. 5 opening. 
Meanwhile, strawhatters report 
increased biz, with Chevy Chase 
Summer theatre breaking its single 
night take Wednesday (10) with 
Mady Christians in “The Vinegar 
Tree.” Buddy Ebsen opens tonight 
(16) in “The Man From Home.” 
Visitors in for the All-Star game 
Friday (12) boosted weekend take 
of “Roberts.” Upped $23,500. 


‘ROBERTA’ SOCK $55,000 
AT ST. LOO OPEN-AIRER 


St. aLouis, Aug. 16. 

Upholding its record as one of 
the best coin-grabbers of the Mu- 
nicipal Theatre Assn.’s repertory, 
Jerome Kern's “Roberta” wound 
up its fifth one-week stand at the 
al fresco playhouse in Forest Park 
Sunday (14) with another sock b.o. 
record. A total of 80,422 payees, in- 
cluding a new banner mark of 11,- 
983 for the Friday (12) perform- 
ance, shelled out $55,000. Marion 
Bell, a native, and Jack Britton, 
making his sole p.a. in the open-air 
enterprise, scored with the crix and 
customers. Routines by Jack 
Goode, Sybil Bowan and Ray Ma- 
lone also were heavy clicks. 

Victor Herbert’s ‘The Red Mill” 
has been revived for the sixth time 
and teed off a seven-night run last 
night (Mon.). An opening night 
crowd of 11,000 grossed approxi- 
mately $4,500. 


Green’s ‘Grimm’ Warmly 
Received in London Bow 


London, Aug. 16. 
“The Return of Peter Grimm,” 
David Belasco’s old tear-jerker 
somehow had never been 
done in England, was presented at 
the Aldwych theatre last Wednes- 








day (10), with Harry Green 
starred. It previously played a 
provincial tryout tour. Piece is 


splendidly acted and was warmly 
received, but the audience obvious- 
ly appreciated the star’s affection- 
ate interpretation of the spectral 
role more than it did the dated 
play. Show should have a limited 
run on Green’s popularity. 

Robert Henderson directed, and 
there is special music composed by 
Hans May. 


Current Read Shows 


(Aug. 15-27) 
“Blackouts of 1949” 
L. A. (15-27). 
“Brigadoon” — Temple, Tacoma 
(15-16): Met., Seattle (17-27). 
“High Button Shoes’—Philhar- 
monic, L. A. (15-27). ak 
“Kiss Me, Kate’’—Curran, Frisco 








E] Capitan, 


15-27). = 
“Mr. Roberts” — Erlanger, Chi 

(15-27). 
“Oklahoma” — His Majesty’s, 

Montreal (25-27) a 
“Streetcar Named Desire” — 


Geary, Frisco (15-27). 


B'way Grosses on Toboggan Again; 
Detective’ $17,200, ‘Howdy’ $35,000, 
‘Liberty’ 406, Ear’ 206, Roberts’ 30146 


‘tormances 





‘Brig’ 306 in Split 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 16 
“Brigadoon,” playing four per- 
at the 4,000-Auditorium 
Thursday-Saturday (11- 


bout $22.- 


here, last 
13), piled in a gross of a 
000. Following a take of $8,000 for 
two showings Monday-Tuesday (8-9 
at the Auditorium, Sacramento, it 
brought the week's receipts to 
$30,000. 

Musical is splitting the current 
week between Tacoma and Seattle 


New Ho 
Mary 76 LA. 


Los Angeles, Aug. 16 

Sudden two-day coolness helped 
put a crimp in the draw to Gene 
Mann's outdoor’ production of 
‘‘New Moon” at the Greek theatre, 
knocking the usual gross scored by 
the Griffith Park amphitheatre at- 
tractions down a bit for the week 

“John Loves Mary,’ marking 
June Lockhart’s first Coast ap- 
pearance’ since she scored on 
Broadway, was a distinct disap- 
pointment at the boxoffice. Show is 
being presented by the Masquers 
Club, without much pre-production 
ballyhoo. 

“Sugar Hill,” all colored revue at 
the Las Palmas, and Ken Murray's 
“Blackout of 1949” both remdined 
consistently good. 

Estimates for Last Week 

“Blackouts of 1949,” El Capitan 
(373d wk) (1,142; $2.40). Solid usual 
biz of $17,100. 

“John Loves Mary,” Biltmore. 
(Ist wk) (1,636; $2.50). Sealing 
down of price and lack of publicity 
promotion kept gross down to 
$7,000. 

“New Moon,” Greek Theatre. (1st 
wk) (4,400; $3.60). Show failed to 
impress as previous “Annie Get 
Your Gun” did, and cold weather 
(for Los Angeles) held folk at their 
firesides. Gross was $40,000—down 
sharply as compared to earlier out- 
door offerings. 

“Sugar Hill,” Las Palmas. (5th 
wk) (388; $3.60). Healthy biz; $7,- 
000. 


SAN CARLO OPERA 506 
IN 10 D.C. AL FRESCOS 


Washington, Aug. 16. 
San Carlo Opera Co. did over 
$50,000 business here for 10 per- 
formances in a strawhat stand at 
the open-air Watergate. The For- 


, 





tune Gallo troupe moved in im- 
mediately after the season con- 
cluded for the Watergate Sym- 


phony pop concerts. 

The big amphitheatre was scaled 
from $1 to $2.50 pius tax for the 
opera series, the first which Gallo 
has brought to Watergate since 
1941. San Carlo got off to a strong 
start with a fancy list of sponsors 
topped by Miss Margaret Truman 
and Attorney General Tom C. 
Clark. 





Dozen More Brokers Face 


Action as Toll Hits 21 


With three more theatre ticket 
agencies losing their licenses dur- 
ing the past week, the number of 
disenfranchised brokers has now 
reached 21 in the probe being con- 
ducted by John M. Murtagh, New 
York City commissioner of inves- 
tigation. Action against about a 
dozen other outfits is pending. 

It’s expected that the number of 
revocations will be relatively small 


for the next few weeks, as Mur- 
tagh’s investigators gather addi- 
tional evidence against other 


agencies. 


National Goes Class Pix 
Washington, Aug. 16. 

The up-again, down-again Na- 
tional theatre, which has experi- 
mented several different ways with 
pictures since it wound up as a 
legit house last summer, is now re- 
turning to a firstrun film policy. It 
will go after class pictures. 

National starts the new phase 
this month with the D.C. preem of 
the prize-winning French pic, “Le 
Diable au Corps,” 





again for 
last week 
heatwave and 


Business tapered off 
most shows on Broadwa\ 
In face of the 
polio epidemic, attendance slip- 
below the level of the pre- 
vious week, but a couple of notches 
above the low point of early July. 


ped 


If the boxoffice trend follows 
the pattern of recent seasons, re- 
ceipts for the next week or so 
should continue at about the same 
pace, after which the traditional 
climb is due to start It now ap- 
pears certain that the number of 
current shows will not fall below 
the present 13, which is two more 
than had been figured the pos- 


sible minimum 


With the reopenin.z next Monday 


night (22) of “Anne of the Thou- 
sand Days,” at the Shubert, and 
“Madwoman of Chaillot,” at the 
Royale, there will probably be 15 
productions on the local boards. 
No additional starters are due un- 
til after Labor Day 
Estimates for Last Week 

Key (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD C% edy-Dre nid) R (Revue), 
M (Musical i (Ope retta), 

Other parenthetic figures refer 


to seating capacity and top price, 


including 20% amusement tax. 
However, estimates’ are net; 1.e., 
exclusive of tax. 

“Born Yesterday,” Miller (184th 


wk) (C-940; $2.40). Holdover from 
the 1945-46 season is keeping afloat 
at the low b.o. scale and minimum 
operating budget; about $5,000. 

“Cabaigata,” Broadway (‘sth wk) 
(R-1.900: $3.60 Spanis! show 
continues to get a profit at $17,200. 

“Death of a Salesman,” Morosco 
(27th wk) (D-919; $4.80). No vari- 
ation for this multiple prize-win- 
ner; the limit again at $24,100. 

“Detective Story,” Hudson (2\1st 
wk) (D-1,057: $4.80). Maintaining 
a steady, profitable pace; $17,200. 

“Goodbye, Mv Fanev,” Fulton 
(38th wk) (CD-366; $4.80). Drooped 
again, but continues; about $9,000. 

“Howdy, Mr. Ice of 1950,” Cen- 
ter (12th wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Fol- 
lowing the normal second-season 
pattern for the ice revue series; 
satisfactory $35,000. 

‘““Kiss Me, Kate,” Century (33d 
wk) (M-1,654; $6). Another of the 
three always-maximum-gross en- 
tries; $47,200. 

“Lend an Ear,” Broadhurst (35th 
wk) (R-1,160; $6). Has slid from 
its hot pace of last spring, but is 
still getting an operating profit; 
$20,000. 

“Miss Liberty,” Imperial (5th 
wk) (M-1,400; $6.60). Ultimate b.o. 
fate of this musical still not defi- 
nitely indicated, but it has gotten 
big grosses thus far, with the help 
of its large advance sale. Espe- 
cially strong matinee attendance 
may be a reflection of the high 
scale; approached $40,000. 

“Mister Roberts,” Alvin (78th 
wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Plenty of 
biz-getting power in this holdover 
smash; $30,500. 

“South Pacific,” Majestic (19th 
wk) (M-1,659; $6). Remains the 
champ grosser and a ae ae 
ticket in town; invariably gets a 
the house will hold; $50,600. 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rvmore (89th wk) (D-920; $4.80), 
Holding consistent pace and seem- 
ingly set through the fall period; 
$12,000 

“Where’s Charley?” St. James 
(44th wk) (M-1,509; $6). One of 
the best stayers on the list, appare 
ently strong enough to stick into 
next spring; bettered $$35,100, 


KATE’ HOT 426, FRISCO: 
‘STREETCAR’ $28,900 


San Francisco, Aug. 16, 

“Kiss Me, Kate,” with Anne Jefe 
freys and Keith Andes, opened 
Monday (6) at the 1,775-seat Cure 
ran to an overwhelming welcome, 
Lines have been steady at the boxe 
office since opening day in spite 
of a pre-opening advance of more 
than $135,000. First week showed 


_a boff gross of $42,000. 


“Streetcar Named Desire,” with 
Judith Evelyn and Anthony Quinn 
hit a hefty $28,900 for its third 
week at the 1,550-seat Geary wheré 
this click is sealed to a $4.20 top. 





VIENNA OPERA REPAIRS ON 
Vienna, Aug. 9. 
After a long pause cause by lack 
of funds, work on reconstruction 
of the State Opera, gutted in war 
time, has been taken up again. 
ERP fund set aside 20,000,000 


i schillings for this purpose, 
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R&H Have Arrived as Longhairs; 


Draw Record Stadium Turnout 


What looks like the start of an-+ 


other tradition, akin to the annual 
Gershwin nights, was the second 
annual Rodgers-Hammerstein con- 
cert at Lewisohn Stadium, N. Y.,' 
Saturday night (13). Program drew 
the season’s largest crowd, of 21,- | 
000 people. (Gershwin night this 
summer, incidentally, drew the sec- 
ond largest, 20,000). Concert, which 
was artistically as much a success 
as it was financially, proved many 
things —that a Rodgers-Hammer- 
stein evening can draw as much 
as a Tchaikovsky, Strauss or Gersh- 
win program; that R-H music has 
the content, flavor, variety and ap- 
peal of national or folk music, and 
that the Broadway producer-writ- 
ers have definitely arrived, willy- 
nilly or even in spite of themselves, 
in the longhair pop field. 

There were two main faults with 
Saturday’s program. One was the 
Gershwin night complaint—same- 
ness. Program, aside from the few 
“South Pacific’ excerpts, was too 
much like last year’s, in content 
and in soloists. Some lesser known 
R-H works than the familiar ones 
presented might have given 
concert more fillip. The other com- 
plaint was repetition. An orches- 
tral suite that presented the hit 
numbers of an “Allegro” or ‘“Okla- 
homa!”’ was followed by the same 
numbers done as vocal solos or 
duets. Better judgment could 
have been shown here. 

Otherwise, it was a worthwhile 
evening. Salvatore Dell’Isola, reg- 
ular conductor of “South Pacific’ 
at the Majestic, N. Y., made his 
debut as Stadium conductor of the 
N. Y. Philharmonic, and distin- 
guished himself by his expert, 
tasteful handling of the R-H scores. 
Program included selections from 
“Allegro,” ‘‘Carousel,” “South Pa- 
cific,’ “State Fair’ and “Oklaho- 
ma,” with a mixed shorus of 40 
assisting soloists and orch. 

Robert Weede gave a rousing 
performance of the “Soliloquy” 
from “Carousel” and an equally 
effective rendition of “Oh, What 
A Beautiful Morning,” while ably 
filling other chores. Annamary 

Dickey’s singing of “Come Home” 
(“Allegro”) and “When I Marry 
Mr. Snow” (‘‘Carousel’’) were dis- 
tinguished solos, and Thomas Hay- 
ward’s “If I Loved You” (‘“Carou- 


the | 








‘Veronica’ Bids For B’way - 
With Three British Leads 


London, Ang. 16. 

“Ann Veronica,” Jack Hylton’s 
production at the Piccadilly, is be- 
ing sought by several managements 
for presentation on Broadway this 
fall or winter, preferably with the 
present cast, including Wendy 
Hiller, Cyril Ritchard and Robert 
Harris. However, no deal has been 
set and it’s questionable whether 
the three leads would be available 
for America this season. 

Bid by Broadway producer Wil- 
liam Taub, with Jed Harris men- 
tioned as director, was turned down 
by Hylton. 


Sadler’s Has 45G Advance 
8 Weeks Before N.Y. Bow 
On Mailing List Only 


The Sol Hurok office has over 

$45,000 in mail orders for the Sad- 
ler’s Wells Ballet Co.—eight weeks 
in advance of the troupe’s N. Y. 
opening. Advance is considered 
unprecedented in ballet annals, as 
regular newspaper advertising has- 
n’t started yet, the 45G being on 
basis of programs sent out to the 
regular Hurok mailing list. 
_ Sadler's Wells is making its 
first visit to America this fall, 
starting with a four-week engage- 
ment at the N. Y. Met Oct. 9, 
then doing five weeks an the road. 
Four-week Met engagement may 
gross, with standees, a total of 
$225,000, and the Hurok office ex- 
pects a 75% sellout before the 
opening. Orders are reported re- 
ceived not only locally, but from 
the Coast, South America and even 
Europe. Biggest previous advance 
for a N. Y. ballet season opening 
was $85,000 for a Ballet Theatre 
Met season a few years ago. 


THAT MAN SHAW IS AT 








TT AGAIN IN ‘BILLIONS’ 


sel’) also standout. Gladys Swarth- | 


out carried the major burden of 
numbers, of which her ‘You'll 
Never Walk Alone” (‘‘Carousel’’) 
was particularly appealing. 
Richard Rodgers took over the 
baton for the evening's final se- 
quence, a group of songs and orch- 
estral numbers from “Oklahoma.” 
Both Rodgers and Hammerstein al- 
so appeared at intermission time, 
to receive audience plaudits, while 
Hammerstein said a few felicitious 
words in response. Bron. 


DELFONT ‘ROUNDABOUT’ 
FLOP TO COST OVER 906 


London, Aug. 16. 

Flopping of Bernard De!font’s 
musical, ‘‘Roundabout,” at Saville 
theatre, will cost him over $90,000. 
Show was originally titled ‘‘Hat in 
the Air,’”’ and did bad biz on the 
road. Delfont decided to have 
script entirely rewritten, against 
the advice of many of his personal 
friends. 

Delfont’s “Folies Bergere Re- 
vue,” which replaces on Sept. 19, 
will include Chaz Chase, Eddie 
Vitch, Georges Campo. He’s also 
dickering with Charles Tucker 
for Alfred Marks, new comic with 
radio rep, who has been clicking in 
seasonal show at Brighton. 


‘Knickerbocker’ at New 


Ft. Wayne 1006 Al Fresco 


Fort Wayne, Ind., Aug. 16. 
The Civic theatre presented the 
musical comedy, “Knickerbocker 
Holiday,” at the $100,000 outdoor 
theatre in Franke Park, Fort 

Wayne, opening Thursday (11). 
The theatre, originally planned 
to be completed in early spring, 
was dedicated Wednesday (10), 


WANTED 


Sroadway star, male or female, to 
star in own show with amateur east. 
Little theatre group, metropolitan 
area, now in 20th year opening new 
theatre middle of October. Name 
show and price for six performances. 
Replies confidential. Box V-624, 
Variety, 154 W. 46th St., New York 
io N. F. 





























Malvern, Eng., Aug. 16. 


George Bernard Shaw’s latest 
play, ‘“Bouyant Billions,’ which 
premiered here Saturday (13) is 


one of the talkiest, but never- 
theless interesting, of his marathon 
conversation pieces. For an author 
of 93, the, comedy is impressive, 
even remarkable, but by normal 
audience standards it’s tough to 
take. 

Play, the principal event of this 
year’s Malvern Festival, is about 
an old man, Bill Bouyant, who calls 
a family conference to announce 
that he’s leaving all his wealth to 
his oldest daughter. That sparks 
one of Shaw’s characteristically 
pyrotechnical discussions. 





Five-Town Circuit Mulled 
For Summer Operettas 


Dallas, Aug. 16. 

Dallas is to be one of the towns 
of a contemplated circuit composed 
of five cities which will present 
summer light opera or musical com- 
edy. Others include Memphis, Cin- 
cinnati, Indianapolis and Louisville. 
George E. Gans, prez of the Louis- 
ville Park Theatrical Assn., has 
proposed the circuit. 

Average capacities of the am- 
phitheatres would be 3,400 seats. 
Expenses per production were esti- 
mated at $150,000 and income at 
$165,000. 

According to Charles R. Meeker, 
r., managing director of the 
Casino operetta series here, the 
local presentations have been de- 
veloped beyond the capacity, in- 
come and expenses indicated in the 
proposal. 


Brackett Mulling Short 
Wilder Opera for B’way 


Alec Wilder’s short opera, “The 
Impossible Forest,” may be _ pro- 
duced for a regular run, possibly in 
London first and then on Broad- 
way. Former radio director Rogers 
Brackett, recently co-producer of 
a strawhat at the Lobero theatre. 
Santa Barbara, hopes to obtain 
U. S. coin frozen in England to 
finance the West End presentation. 





Serlin Sets ‘Mother’ In 


London, ‘Father’ in Paris 


London, Aug. 16. 
Before Oscar Serlin planed to 
New York Saturday (13) after 
spending five weeks in London and 
Paris, he closed deal with Stanley 
French, head of Firth Shephard 


Productions, to stage “Life With) 


Mother” at the Savoy theatre in 
the winter. 


He will also do “Life With 


Father” in Paris around same time 


in conjunction with Pierre Fresnay 


and Yvonne. Printemps, with 
French adaptation by Marcelle 
Archard. 





Legit Bits 








| Henry Senber, back from press- 
agenting the Dallas operettas, has 
gone out ahead of the second com- 
pany of “Death of a Salesman”... 

Helen Richards is assisting Barry 
Hyams on publicity for “Cabal- 
gata” ... Jane Pickens, who goes 
into rehearsal Sept. 5 as femme 
lead in the musical edition of ‘“‘The 

Little Foxes,” discontinues her 

NBC radio series after Monday’s 

(22) broadcast, but will resume 
after the legit show opens on 

Broadway . Patricia Northrop, 
who made her Broadway debut in 
a small part in “South Pacific,” 
has left the show to play Laurey, 
the femme lead, in “Oklahoma!” 
on the road this season. 

Charles K. Freeman, who super- 
vised the restaging of ‘“‘Diamond 
Lil” at Central City, has returned 
to New York, where the Mae West 
starrer opens Sept. 7... Leon J. 
Bronesky has _ announced for 
Broadway production a new drama, 
“How Long Till Summer,” by 
Sarret and Herbert Rudley, with 
the latter slated to direct. Also 
scheduled is “We Ride a White 
Donkey,” adapted by Ethel 


Gregory from a book by radio com- | 


mercial writer George Panetta ... . 
Tallulah Bankhead will star in the 
Richard Aldrich-Richard Myers- 
John C. Wilson production of “Lily 
Henry,” the Mae Cooper-Grace 
Klein dramatization of the former’s 
novel, to be staged by Basil Dean. 
| 


Beaumont Bruestle, former Broad- 
way actor now professor of English 
and speech at U. of Tulsa, visited 

| N. Y. last week. 
| sent two of his plays with the col- 
| lege dramatic group next winter. 
| In addition to working with them, 
‘he also has an hour a day on 
KWGS, in ar educational program. 

Morton DaCosta will be assist- 

ant to Maurice Evans in the lat- 


ter’s production of “Double Bill,” | 


the Terence Rattigan plays to star 
Evans and Edna Best. Robert 
Rapport will be general manager, 
Ralph Edington stage manager, 


Helen Hardy production secretary | 


and Sol Jacobson pressagent... 
Lenore Lonergan is reportedly set 
to go into “Lend An Ear,” succeed- 


ing Carol Channing, when the lat- 
ter withdraws to take the femme, 


lead in the musical ‘Gentlemen 
Prefer Blondes”...The Rex Har- 


risons (Lilli Palmer) and, presum- | 


_ably, Joyce Redman, are due Fri- 
day (19) on the Ile de France, so 
there will be only a single re- 
hearsal Monday (22) the day of 
the reopening of “Anne of the 


Thousand Days,” at the Shubert, | 


Oliver Rae returned Friday (12) 
from an extended stay in Europe. 
His producing partner, Robert 
Whitehead, arrived back two weeks 
previously . Lee Shubert is du2 
Friday (19) from the Continent 
Robert E. Sherwood vacationing 
in Venice... Arthur M. Wirtz, co- 
presenter of “Howdy, Mr. Ice of 
1950,” will visit New York next 
Wednesday (24) to attend the La- 
Motta-Cerdan fight, of which he’s 
o e of the promoters. 

Bernard Simon appointed press- 
agent for Katharine Cornell and 
working on her new play, “That 
Lady,” opening on tour Oct. 19. 
He’ll also continue on “Madwoman 
of Chaillot.” Franeis Robinson, 
former Cornell p.a. is now full- 
time tour manager for the Metro- 
politan Opera Assn. 


Scholl Gets Lead: In 
‘Texas, Little Darling’ 


Hollywood, Aug. 16. 
Danny Scholl has been set for 
the lead of ‘Texas, Little Darl- 
ing.” Johnny Mercer and Robert 
Emmett Dolan wrote the score for 
the show, which breaks in at West- 
port, Conn. 





| 
Scholl left here for N. Y. Thurs- | 


day (11 ). He’s been singing for ra- 
dio, pix, television and recordings. 





: Joel Ashley, featured with Kay 
Francis in a 14-week strawhat tour 
with “Let Us Be Gay,” is appear- 
ing in his 139th play, 


Planning to pre-| 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Reaction of the Danish drama critics to the Blevins Davis produ 
of “Hamlet” at Elsinore recently was less favorable than the publi 
reception at the boxoffice, according to translations of the reviews = 


ceived in New York. Whereas business for the engagement was 

biggest in the history of the series, the reviews varied from gso-s + 
‘downright pans. In general, Nat Karson’s settings and lighting to 
praised, and Robert Breen’s staging drew mostly good notices But 
_Breen’s editing and arrangement of the script drew mixed opini “ 
the performances were more or less given the brush. ons, 


Svend Kragh-Jacobson, of the Berlingske Tidende, perhaps the lead 
ing critic of Copenhagen, wrote a lengthy, detailed and hospitahic 
notice in which he called the production dramatically exciting “een 
artistically lacking. He, in particular, enthused over Karson’s physi os 
| production and lighting, and Brenn’s direction, but panned the late 
'and most of the other performances. Harald Engberg, of Politiken in 
another exhaustive, polite analysis, noted various assets of the en 
but complained that it was noisy and shallow, without achieving the 
effect intended. All the reviewers condemned the device of using ro 
amplified recording for the voice of the Ghost, and were incenseq = 
the handling of the Rosenkranz and Guildenstern characters as hag 
sembling American gangsters. ; “i 


Ction 





Catholic papers have carried an extended National Catholic Welfar 
Council News Service story quoting Frederick O'Neal, a founder of 
the American Negro ™” eatre, and a lead in the original “Anna Lucasta” 
legiter, as telling the Catholic Interracial Council in New York that 
the current crop of films with Negro themes—such as “Home of the 
Brave” and “Lost Boundaries’—have “irrefutably established the 
Negro actor as a performer of merit.” O’Neal said that motion pic- 
tures dealing with serious aspects of race are of “immeasurable benefit 
in dissolving the traditional stereotype of the Negro actor as clown 
servant and shoeshine boy.” Tracing the history of the Negro in the 
American theatre, O’Neal asserted that ‘the minstrel and the spiritya} 
while serving as the first contributions of the Negro to the theatre. 
have also helped to create and perpetuate the stereotype of the Negro 
actor.” The actor-speaker listed among milestones in the progress of 
the Negro in the theatre, “Emperor Jones,” “Shuffle Along,” “Porgy 
and Bess,’ “The Green Pastures,” “Cabin in the Sky,” “Mamba’s 
Daughter,” “Othello,” “Anna Lucasta,” “Kiss Me, Kate” and “South 
Pacific.” 


Frances Day, femme lead in Shaw’s new play, “The Buovant Bil. 
lions,” last week at Malvern, England, is a native of East Orange, N. J 
After working briefly at Texas Guinan’s, N. Y., she was in a “Music 
Box Revue,” went to England in 1925 for a cabaret date and remained 
there. She’s an established musical comedy name, but the Shaw 
comedy is her first big straight part. 

Her sister, Mary Day, is a New York radio-television actress, 


Raymond Rohauer was company manager and not the producer, as 
alleged, of “Tales of the Vienna Woods,” operetta which ran into sev- 
eral bookings and boxoffice snags recently. Producer was Arthur A 


Moore. As company manager, Rohauer was not required to post 
security for salaries, as stated. 
“Brigadoon” was co-authored by Frederick Loewe and Alan Jay 


Lerner, not by Kurt Weill and Lerner, as erratumed. 


Strawhat Jottings 


Four new plays, a musical and 
| three straights, were added to the 
‘roster of summer theatre tryouts 


this season. The Chapel playhouse, 
Guilford, Conn., will offer “Yankee 
Clambake,” a new revue with songs 
and sketches by Milton Lyon and 


$e 


on to the Falmouth playhouse, 
Coonamesset (Mass.), after com- 
pleting their week's run at the Cape 
playhouse. 

Lynne Carver, film actress, 
joined the Lakeside Playhouse, 
Thompson, Conn., for one week 


Stanley Pearl, week of Aug. 29. and stayed four. . .Mike Todd, 
“Broomstick,” a new comedy by Visitin the Worcester Playhouse, 
gave Guy Palmerton a_ birthday 


William and Muriel Roy Bolton, 
|will be put on for a week at the 
Holiday Stage playhouse, Tustin, 
Cal., beginning Monday (22). Don- | 
ald Woods will star in the produc- | 
tion. 

Extending its season, the West- 
_port (Conn.) County playhouse will | 
test William Inge’s “Come Back 
Little Sheba” the week of Sept. 
12. Beginning Tuesday (23), the 
Woodstock (N. Y.) playhouse will 
offer the preem of Robert Hill’s 
“Country Matters” for five days. | 

Barn tryouts this week include 
“Roman Holiday,” Pompton Lakes 
(N. J.) playhouse; “You Got to Re- 
gatta,” Bellport (L. I.) summer the- 
atre; “Good Housekeeping,’ Cape 
playhouse, Dennis, Mass.: “The 
| Fundamental George,” South Shore 
playhouse, Cohasset, Mass.: ‘Out of 
the Dust,” Westport (Conn.) County 
playhouse; “There’s Always Mur- 
der,” Dixfield (Me.) summer the- 
atre; “Brave New World,” Bridge- 
port (N. Y.) playhouse; ‘What You 
Will,” Maverick theatre, Woodstock, 
N. Y., and “The Quick and the 
Dead,” scheduled for Friday-Satur- 
day (19-20) at Hedgerow theatre, 
Moylan, Pa Betty Field will 
make her only summer theatre ap-| 
pearance in “The Wild Ouck” at 
the Cambridge (Mass.) summer 
playhouse for five days beginning 
Tuesday (23). | 
_ Mary Wickes has the leading role 
in “On Approval” at the Berkshire 
Playhouse, Stockbridge, Mass., this 
week. Barbara Brady, John Straub 
and Kendall Clark have other fea- 
tured parts...R. O. Juergens and 
| Marland Messner did a scene from 
“Home of the Brave” over three 
Albany stations, WXKW, WROW 
and WABY, in connection with the 
presentation of the drama by the 
Valley Players at Malden Bridge, | a 
N. Y. | Miss Powers’ role of Mme. _ 

Katharine Raht, radio's Mrs. Ald- and Derna De Lys taking the dit- 
rich on “The Aldrich Family,” is ica part. Two alternates do what 
currently appearing with Helen able job. Miss Larrimore’s Cir 
Hayes at the Cape Playhouse, Den- acterization is __ less Pen ere lot 
nis, Mass., in the tryout of “Good than Miss Powers’, but 1 ee a 
Housekeeping.” Starting Monday and force, while actress disP 5180 
| (22), the theatre will offer Gertrude fine contralto. Miss De 15 ~ t 
Lawrence in her recent London hit, vocally and dramatically 4 an 
“September Tide.” Both plays move: _— 


present—free rights to “The Hot 
| Mikado” any time he wishes to 
stage it... Diana Barrymore, play- 
ing Fitchburg, Mass., told news- 
papermen she'll wed filmite Robert 
Wilcox in the autumn. He's tour- 
ing with her. 

Alan Gray Holmes, who toured 
Arthur Treacher and Ruth Chat- 
terton through New England last 
Spring, is managing El Teatro de 
Santa Fe in New Mexico for Ann 
Lee.. Margo Jones looked over 
Jim Conrad at the Worcester Play- 
‘house. He’s a fellow Dallasian... 
Director John Cosgrove and his 
actress-wife Carole Somers left the 
Westboro, Mass., Red Barn. 


Legit Follow Up | 


The Medium 
Stockbridge, Mass., Aug. 9. 


Gian-Carlo Menotti’s “The Me 
dium,” hitting the strawhat trail 
this summer, still packs punch. 
This is explained by the fact that 
the music-drama contains the three 
leads who did it originally 0 
Broadway for more than a season. 
Marie Powers continues her tren 
chant characterization as the ee 
fied spiritualist; Evelyn Keller stl 
paints a poignant portrayal 4s 
young Monica, while Leo Coleman, 
as the deaf mute, mimes a peat 
picture of the tragic 8yPSY lie 
Production has been necessary 
streamlined for barn travel, bu 
gives the impression of having 
been cut too much. Never too -y 
on Broadway, it is now too short. 

For matinees on its summer tour, 
play has Martha Larrimore singin 
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Award Judges Named 
bnew) Annual Geist Award for 
metropolitan newspaper and news 
magazine articles, features, edi- 
torials and cartoons which promote 
religious and racial understanding 


got 


aming 0 * ee 
mittee. As announced by the News- 


aner Guild of N. Y., administrator 
ates ewards for the Irving Geist 
Foundation, the judges are (Rep.) 
Franklin D. Roosevelt, Jr., Herbert 
Bayard Swope, Henry Moscow, 
N.Y. Post managing editor, Lewis 
Gannett, N. Y. Herald Tribune 


book reviewer, and A. H. Raskin, 
N. Y. Times labor writer. 
Awards were established last 


year by Irving Geist, N. Y. busi- 
nessman and philanthropist, in con- 
junction with the Newspaper Guild 
of N. Y. Some $1,000 in prizes are 
handed out for the three news 


stories, features, etc., which do the | 


most to further inter-group under- 
standing. Material for considera- 
tion is limited to pieces and car- 
toons which have appeared in N. Y. 
newspapers or news mags between 
Dec. 1, 1948, and Nov. 30, 1949. 
Contest closes Dec. 4. 


Mrs. Jaffe-Jerry Horwin Novel 
Diane G. Jaffe and Jerry Hor- 
win have just sold “Tasker Mar- 


tin,’ novel slated for winter pub- 
lication via Random House. Back- 
ground is Chicago and not Holly- 
wood despite the fact the authoress 
is the wite of a w.k. Coast medico 
and Horwin is the screen writer 
and co-author of “‘My Dear Chil- 
dren.” This was John Barrymore’s 
last starring vehicle and may be 
done as a legit musical next sea- 
son. 


Lew Lehr’s Cook Book for Men 
What a relief! A comedian writ- 


ing a cook book instead of a biog- | 
Lew Lehr’s Cook Book for | 


raphy! 
Men (Didier;* $3.75) is a book that 
tells you how to cook, with laughs. 
The idea in cooking says Lehr is 
simplicity. “I have one recipe for 
cooking all leftovers—break an egg 
over it!” 

The book contains recipes con- 
tributed by over 50 famous men of 
the stage, screen, radio, literature, 
art and adventure. Author has 
written cute demi-tasse biographies 
under each persons picture. From 
comedian and wit Fred Allen’s rec- 
ipe of Portland’s sponge cake to 
Vilhajalmur Steffanson’s recipe for 
whale blubber soup! Some of the 
recipes are humorous while many 
are the real ptomaine-makers. 
Plenty of funny illustrations by 
noted artists. 

Lehr’s foreword has the ingredi- 
ents of a swell biography. He has 
sandwiched in funny angles of 
cooking, slices of interesting infor- 
mation and even tells you how to 
watch the dishes. He is considered 
one of America’s outstanding ama- 
teur chefs. I never knew the guy 


was a cook back in the old days | 


when we played on vaudeville bills 
together. I figured the peculiar 
odors coming from _ his 
room was trom cooking up a new 
act, but now I know he was prac- 


tising to join the Society of Ama- | 


teur Chefs of America. 

My recipe for this book is, “Buy 
one, read it until you come to a 
boil, place it near the stove and 
use when needed. Reading maketh 
a man full especiallv if it’s a 
cook book by Lew Lehr.” 

Joe Laurie, Jr. 
CHATTER 

Richard M. Fielding, formerly 
ad and promotion mgnager of RCA- 
Victor's record devision, appointed 
ad director of Etude mag. 

ontgomery Clift profiled in 
Stanley Frank's current Satevepost 
— “Hollywood’s New Dream- 


Bill Ornstein. of Metro, has sold 
seuther in his ‘‘Ma and Me” series 
an Southern Jewish Outlook. It’s 
itled, “Like Dawn Come to Life.” 

Ward Morehouse’s ‘Matinee To- 
er a chronicle of the Amer- 
oy theatre from 1898 to 1948. will 
2 a Whittlesey publication Sept. 


Bing Crosby is going into the 
ublishing business, along with his 
; merous other commercial ven- 
ures, this time with a comic book, 
"ae, Published every third month. 
ee by Paul Phelan, New 
siden Sun reporter and_ lighter- 
to Lotlife feature writer, “A Time 

augh” is due for publication by 
oom Green Co. in mid-Sep- 
pe Title of the book is liff®d 
will . verse in Ecclesiastes, and 
Catholic” anthology of humor by 
editor: writers, including the 
' naading section of forthcoming 
mag mber issue of Theatre Arts 
glare Is devoted to a backward 
7 hig drama in 1929, with cover 
Vane 8 Bobby Clark reading 
'Ys banner: “Wall St. Lays 





under way last week with the | 
f judges to the prize com- | 


dressing | 


| An Egg.” Issue, among other 
| things, also has seven U. S. stage 
| directors answering Bernard Shaw 


Drew Middleton’s “The Struggle 
for Germany” is scheduled for 
Bobbs-Merrill publication Oct. 14. 

Ralph T. Kettering currently 
working on his forthcoming book, 
“Curtain Going Up.” 
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Trumbo-Lawson | 


Continued from page 2 





cases to reach this court which 
squarely present the issue whether 
the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities has tiie power under 
our Constitution to summon before 
it individual Americans and re- 
quire them to make compulsory dis- 
closure to it of their political affili- 
ations. «. 

“Moreover, the _ investigation 
here by an agency of government 
into the content of motion pictures 
and the disclosures of 
commanded by the Committee, as 
part of that investigation, were sus- 
tained by the court below without 
evidence whatever of any reason- 
able basis for belief by Congress 
that any given ideas were ‘danger- 
ous’ or that the motion picture in- 
dustry was in any way furthering 
any ideas which might, by any rea- 
sonable standards, be supposed to 
be ‘dangerous’... 

“Furthermare, the Committee 
used this broad and tearsome power 
to censor the content of motion pic- 
tures and to purge from the mo- 
tion picture industry alleged ‘dis- 
| believers’ in the ‘Americanism’ to 
which the members of the Commit- 
tee subscribed ... 

“Within the motion picture in- 
dustry, in the hearjngs here in- 
volved, the Committee as an agency 
of government used its powers to 
penalize individuals, including pe- 


titioner, because of their alleged 
beliefs and affiliations.” 
The Trumpo briez had this to 


Say: 


| “This case presents to the court 


for the first time the issue whether 
the Committee may utilize its offi- 
cial power as an agency of govern- 
ment to compel a witness before it 
to disclose his trade union affilia- 
| tions. History thus repeats itself— 


|it has first occurred 
|; many and shocked the world... 


| “The House Committee on Un- | 
| 


| American Activities, by attempting 
‘to compel these defendants to re- 
'veal their trade union membership, 


|labor policy, and seeks to’ enforce 


| ° ° ° ° 
, criminal sanctions against - de- 


‘fendants for their refusal +0 de-| 


clare their trade union affiliations.”’ 








| jron-Man Jolson 
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along, plus Ernest Emerling, pub- 
licity exec, and ex-License Commr. 
Benjamin Fielding, now a Loew's, 
Inc. executive, to whom this was 
an unexpected reunion with many 
police sergeants, captains and rank- 
| and-file-cops. Abe Montague, Co- 
lufmbia Picture sales veepee, also 
made this particular junket, plus 
'the VARIETY man, all riding in Jol- 
son’s Carey car. Fallen by the 
wayside, exhausted by the Wednes- 
day-Thursday schedule, were 
Loew’s Joe Vogel and Columbia's 
Nate Spingold. 

A Revelation in Showmanship 

To all, this was a revelation in 
ballyhoo and showmanship. The 
business at the moment is con- 
cerned with a return-to-showman- 
ship. Loew-Columbia-Jolson more 
than gave a measure of it. Jolson’s 
living trailer cuffo personal was 
one of those things that had to be 
experienced to be fully appre- 
ciated. 

It was not merely a swing by a 
star making a whirlwind tour of 
six Loew theatres per night. It was 
a star doing a genuine act, and not 
cheating. Just to make sure Jol- 
son, out of pocket, brought on 
Harry Akst from the Coast as su- 
pervisor and quondam piano ac- 
companist, sitting in only for the 
“extras.” Jolson also brought 
Matty Malneck from Hollywood to 
violin-conduct a crack combo com- 
prising Milton deLugg at the ac- 
cordion: Mickey Bloom, trumpet; 
Louis Stein, piano, Jack Lesberg, 
bass; Bunny Schawker, drums; Pete 
Pimpiglio, clarinet. 

The Loew's people conceived a 
natural by tying it in with a pitch 


on his recent “rules for directors.” | 


affiliations | 


\is in the 


,cuffo as on 


| but this time only a few years after 
in Nazi Ger- 


! 
' for the PAL (Police Athletic Lea- | 


gue), thus giving the Police Dept. 


a legitimate gimmick to go all-out | 
would otherwise be a | 


on what 
blatant  ballyhoo. Jack Lacey, 
WINS disk jockey, introduced Jol- 
son via the PAL pitch, and inci 
| dentally both the Loew people and 
Lacey were pleasantly surprised 
how w.k. the  platter-chatterer 
seemed to be to all audiences from 
Westchester to Queens. 

Jolson’s Wednesday “route’ 
comprised Loew’s Yonkers: the 
175th St., Paradise, Fairmont. and 
National in the Bronx, and the Vic- 
toria in Harlem. The Thursday 
houses were the Coney Island at 
Coney; Oriental in the Bensonhurst 
sector of Brooklyn, the Kings in 
Flatbush; the Metropolitan, Brook- 
lyn; the Commodore on the lower 
East Side of Manhattan: and the 
Orpheum in Yorkville. 

In all theatres Jolson opened his 
“act” by dramatically unbuttoning 
his shirt and discarding his tie, as 
he went into his songs. Not too 
subtly he told them that, unlike the 
usual Hollywood stars who “do 
nothing,” he ‘‘was here to enter- 
tain you.” 

Kids ‘Dig’ Him 

Gratifying to the star and Loew- 
Columbia execs alike was the 
awareness of the kids as to Jol- 
son’s prowess. His opener about 
“IT will now do an imitation ot 
Larry Parks” registered with the 
adolescents as with the adults. 

Jolson opened with “California 
Here I Come” and did “After 
You’ve Gone” and “April Showers” 
thereafter. Akst was impressed in- 
to service when, at the Gates, he 
got bored with his rehearsed rou- 
tine with the band whipped out 
“Mammy”; and at the Flushing 
again changed pace and added 
“Sonny Boy.” These were firsts 
on the entire itinerary. 

In between, his’ trademarked 
“you ain’t heard nothin’ yet” con- 
jured the memorable song mara- 
thons at the Winter Garden. As 
Montague put it, “After you see 
Jolson in action you first realize 
what a road company Larry Parks 
picture, although, mind 
you, we all think he does a remark- 
able job.” But the remarkable job 
is Jolie in action. At “just over 60.” 
For free. And dynamite on the 
that Winter Garden 


runway decades ago. 


Hipp, Balto, Drops Vaude 
For Straight ‘Jolson’ Pic 


Baltimore, Aug. 16. 
The Hippodrome will drop its 
stage show. for the first time in 19 
years when it plays Columbia’s 
“Jolson Sings Again” 


jump its regular admission prices 
to a 90c top from regular 65c. 
Loew's State, N. Y., where the 


pic preems tomorrow (Wed.) wiil 
| also 


up its seale, but only on 
Fridays - Saturdays - Sundays. Its 
regular top is $1.50, which will 
hold midweek, but it will jump to 
$1.80 during the three days at the 


end of the week. 


Al Jolson, who is biogged in the 
pic, flies back to the Coast from 
New York over the weekend. He 
did a three-night flying tour of 
theatres in the New York area last 


week to plug the pic. Barbara 
Hale, who co-stars with Larry 
Parks in the production, arrives 


in New York today for publicity 
purposes. She'll go to Chicago 
next week for the opening at the 
Woods on Wednesday (24). Jolson 
will also stop over there. 


Mary Pickford 


——an «4|Continued from page 


she. Rogers and Mal Boyd, who 
is Rogers’ personal manager, might 
set up an agency to find and de- 
velop new talent for video, as 
well as to package shows. 
Rogers cut an audition disk for 
ABC-AM Friday (12), which re- 
portedly turned out highly success- 
ful. Only thing to be ironed out, 
consequently, is the contract terms. 
Show is an audience participation 
giveaway titled “Pick a Date With 
Buddy Rogers” and ABC is be- 
lieved readying a full-scale build- 

















| 








up for the former film actor. Defi- 
nite plans for the TV show have 
not been set, but it is expected 
to be a top-budgeted variety pro- 
gram with Rogers as permanent 
emcee. 

Rogers Miss Pickford and Boyd 


return to the Coast this weekend 
if the contract is readied by then 
and will return in time tor the 
kickoff of both the radio and TV 
programs some time next month, 


with error 


early in) 
| has completely negated national | eptember. In addition, house will 


++ 








SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 


Dublin, Miss., Aug. 14. 

There’s an old Irish rann which the late Dr. Douglas Hyde dug up 
years ago and which Hollywood might well read twice today.. “I see 
the better things,” the old saying went, “and approve of them, but I 
follow the worse.” 

Everytime Hollywood announces that an Irish comedy is on the way 
I leap with delight. And everytime I see it, I grow pale like a banshee 
and boil thereafter like a live volcano Stromboli. if I must name 
names. 

Fifty years ago Lady Gregory wrote that Ireland's dignity suffered 
from persistent belittling of its character and too often at the hands 
of its own children. She was, of course, referring particularly to 
Lover and Lever, a pair of home-grown clowns who wrote to please 
the English not their own people. 

Seemingly, Hollywood has never read anything else when working 
out an Irish comedy. If one ever read Gerald Griffin's “The Col- 
legians,” except in Dion Boucicault’s loused-up stage version called 
“The Colleen Bawn,” I have vet to see evidence of the piracy. Yet 
Justin McCarthy held that “The Collegians” was up to the best of 
Scott’s immortal romances. 

Enter Don O’Quixote 

Save for a beautiful kodachrome travelog produced by Burton 
Holmes and still among his top five grossers, I have not secn anything 
in years, which, designed to rub my Gaelic fur the right way, has not 
put a match to it instead. I have never keened for Cathleen ni Holli- 
han, being no 18th century lover of Ireland but a 20th century refugee 
who wouldn’t go there even if offered Dublin Castle. 

As far back as 1904 Irish actors stopped piling on the brogue, yet in 
Hollywood scarcely a year pa without some brogues gallery fugi- 
tives talking as if they were Eskimos. In this latest one, Par’s *“Top 
o’ The Morning,” the dialects of Bing Crosby, Barry Fitzgerald, Hume 
Cronyn and Ann Blyth will need subtitles in Dublin. Didn’t any of 
them ever hear Father Flanagan of Boys Town talk? He was born in 
Ireland, yet people understood him in every corner of America. With 
him no longer among us to translate the Fitzgeralds, I doubt if even 


++ 








SSeEes 


Belfast, Maine, will understand ‘‘Top o’ The Morning.” 
The tradition that the Ivish are a gay, dancing, belligerent race, 


given to swinging shillelaghs one minute and incense the next, may be 
all right in bars and cocktail lounges where the atmosphere is reeking 
anyway. But it’s a nuisance to have to sit through the 
nonsense year after year under the guise of entertainment on stage 
and screen and, I fear, soon in television. 

I know a lot of Irishmen, myself included, and they are nothing like 
these outsized leprechauns who have been spoiling my leisure for years. 
I suppose it could be argued for the Tyrone Powers, the Bing Crosbys, 
Pat O’Briens, Dennis Days, Frank McHughs and the like that they 
have to live. But by now all of them must be solvent enough to show 
some independence. 

Garlic Odors From Hollywood 

Granted that Liam O’Flaherty had his bias in presenting Irish char- 
acters in “The Famine” and “The Informer,” as indeed Shaw did in 
“John Bull’s Other Island,’ Svnge in “The Playboy of the Western 
World,” “Joyce in “Exiles,” and O’Casey in “Juno and the Paycock,” 
nevertheless the Hollywood bias is worse because it drips with once- 
sweet juices which have long termented. 

The Seully Circus children are now watered down to one-half Irish, 
three-eighths Norwegian and one-eighth English, and in another gen- 
eration or two should take these things less seriously. But it would be 
better if they didn’t have to take them at all. I agree with Sean 
O’Faolain that Ireland has clung to her youth, longer and more tenaci- 
ously than any other country in Europe. For every exaggeration of 
Irish virtue exported from Galway Bay, Hollywood doubles it in be- 
mused begorrahs. The IrfSh have resisted amazingly well the Scotch, 
English, Cromwellian and even the Norman invasions, but God help 
it if it tries to resist Hollywood. 

The general trade opinion is that “Top o’ The Morning” with Crosby 
and Fitzgerald guarantees big grosses. It has been hailed as an above- 
average yarn filled with lilting Irish melodies, and clean, wholesome 
entertainment for the whole family; that it should mop up and all that 
sort of thing. If forced into a pocket of resistance, I might concede 
that ‘“‘Luck o’ The Irish” was worse. 

In these Irish pictures some manipulator of a laughmeter figured 


that if he took an American-born star of Irish ancestry and transported 


the broth of a lad to Ireland, the contrast between his down-to-earth 
behavior pattern and the whimsy of the bog-trotting natives would 
make Chase National richer than ever. 

Up Where Money Doesn’t Talk 


That the manipulators can point to bank statements as proof of how 
right they were in no way muffles my ire. The bank statements don’t 
awe me either. In fact nothing over five bucks impresses me in an 
argument. Beyond that sum money talks no longer. We are up where 
the truth is mightier. And up there the perpetuation of the myth that 
the Irish are still quaint, shillelagh-swinging tenors comes perilously 
close to clinkable perjury. 

These script writers apparently haven't seen anything written of 
Ireland in the last 100 years. They never read Swift and seemingly 
have never heard of any Irishman but Shaw. It wasn’t an accident of 
history that the dozen or more men who dominated the intellectual 
bellicose and artistic life of England for a generation were all Irish. 
Augustus St. Gaudens, George Moore, Oscar Wilde, Lady Gregory, 
John Millington Synge, William Butier Yeats, George Russell, Frank 
Harris, Conan Doyle, T. P. O’Connor, Lord Roberts, Lord Kitchener, 
Sir Horace Plunkett, Lord Northcliffe, Justin Huntly McCarthy, Sir 
William Orpen, Lord Dunsany and James Joyce were Irish at least as 
much as the Rockefellers are American. 

Even today the best short stories, it is generally admitted, are not 
being written in America or England but Lreland. Among F. L. Green, 
Mary Lavin, Sean O’Faolain, Michael McLaverty, Joe and Frank O’Con- 
nor, James Stern, Seumus O'Kelly, Robert Gibbings and Bryan Mac- 
Mahon there may not be a Donn Byrne but they are several cuts above 
the Hollywood crop of Freudian rewrite men. Most of these Coast 
case-historians, husheen, make me teel like a surviving victim of the 
potato famine. 

Back to Barrymore’s Grandfather, Eh? 

The loss of the Blarney Stone in “Top o’ The Morning” had only one 
sad moment for me, and that was when it was found again. Its re- 
covery mean the jig-dancing comic Irishman would be back next St. 
Patrick’s Day with a clay pipe stuck in his battered old hat, wearing 
a sprig of shamrock and marching behind McNamara’s band. 

In American we've had this spurious man of Aran on the stage from 
the days of the original John Drew, grandfather of the current Barry- 
mores. But it was left to William Scanlan to perpetuate the character 
by singing his way through the duller sceys; of a dozen Irish romantic 
comedies. I wouldn’t be surprised if the realization of the mischief he 
was doing was what caused Scanlan to drink himself to death. When 
Chauncey Olcott was signed to continue the legend he was smart. He 
took a pledge. That way he could live with Cathleen ni Hoolihan and 
sing “Mavourneen” in his sleep without being driven insane, as Scanlan 
was at the end. 

In addition to the Irish rann I quoted, the Irish Duke of Wellington 
had an answer to such theatricalities which Hollywood might well listen 
to. “Sir,” he used to say ‘indeed, I think he said it to an overacting 
Lord Neison), “Sir, don’t be a damned fool.” 
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Broadway 


Motion Picture Pioneers’ 10th 
nniversary dinner Nov. 16 at the 
Jaldorf-Astoria. 


Denny Beach has joined Howard 
Hoyt; she was long time Leland 
Hayward's secretary. 

Arthur White and Ozzie Gaines 
into publicity jointly. Both have 
been independent p.a.’s, 

Mary and Jock Lawrence to the 
Bread Loaf Writers Conference at 
Middlebury, Vt., for two weeks. 

Mrs. Ruby Schinasi to the Coast 
for a couple of weeks’ visit with 
her daughter, Mrs. Arthur 
(Bubbles) Hornblow, Jr. 

Arthur Poppenberg has joined 
Philbin, Brandon & Sargent ad 
agency as an account exc and will 
specialize in TV spot accounts 

During the terrific heat last week 
agent Paul Small moved into one 
of A. J. Balaban’s aircooled of- 
fices in the Roxy and operated 
from there. 

Beatrice Lillie and Raymond 
Daniell, London correspondent for 
the N. Y. Times, among those sail- 
ing for Britain last week on the 
Queen Mary. 

Al Jolson anxious to get back to 
the Coast and rest, directly after 
“Jolson Sings Again” preems at the 

State today (Wed.), so his wife isn’t 
coming east after all. 

Mrs. Eddie Cantor back to the 
Coast while the comedian does per- 
sonals in the east and readies his 
first four tape-recorded shows for 
“Take It or Leave It’ (Eversharp). 

Donald L. Velde now advertis- 
ing counselor for Theatre Poster, 


Inc. Al Adams, formerly of Para- 
mount, RKO and Warners, has 
joined Velde to service the ac- 
count. 


Earl Carrol Reality Corp., Zieg- 
feld Theatre Corp., and_ the 
Brunswick Radio Corp., are owners 
of unclaimed property being held 
by the National City Bank of New 
York. 

Lou (Latin Quarter) Walters due 
back on the Ile de France this 
Friday (19). Says craps in Monte 
Carlo more of a freak than a popu- 
ular gambling game, even with the 
Yanks. 

Eddie Cantor does a UJA pitch 
next week in Buffalo, at the house 


of a brother of songsmith Jack 
Yellen, following the comedian’s 
stint this Friday for a K. of C 


benefit in Detroit. 

Mrs. Arthur Schwartz (Kay Car- 
rington) painting a _ portrait of 
Lucy Monroe. Songsmith - pro- 
ducer’s wife, like so many in show 
business, has gone in for painting 
in a large manner. 

Mayor O’Dwyer will tie the knot 
Friday (19) at the Waldorf when 
Arthura Baer weds songsmith Mar- 
tin Kalmanoff. The Bugs Baers 
(parents) are blowing them to a 
honeymoon trip to Paris. 

Barbara Hale, costarring in “Jol- 
son Sings Again,” arrives in N. Y. 
today (Wed.) to plug the pic via 
radio appearances. She leaves for 
Chicago next week for the film’s 
midwest opening at the Woods, 
Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Irving Rubine heads the Coast 
office for Bob Taplinger with the 
expansion of the New York flack 
outfit’s facilities in Beverly Hills. 
For the past several years, Rubine 
maintained his own publicity of- 
fice on the Coast. 

A fairly large contingent of show 
biz personalities are included 
among the 1,500 or more delegates 
from 10 Latin American countries, 
Canada and U. S., convening at 
American Continental Congress for 
Peace in Mexico City, Sept. 5-10. 

Howard Le Sieur, United Artists 
pub-ad chief, returned from the 
Coast, Monday (15), after a week 
of confabs with UA _ producers. 
Publicity chief Al Tamarin, who 
went west with him, remains an- 
other week. 

Ira Wit (VaRIETY) kept his nup- 
tials to Evelyn Bell, of the 20th- 
Fox studio lab dept., so q.t. that 
he got scooped on his own marriage 
by the other trades. Bride due to 
rejoin her husband in N. Y. next 
month, motoring east with Ira 
after he flies west to pick her up. 

Metro producer - director Clar- 
ence Brown flies his Beechcraft 
Conanza to Cleveland on Labor 
Day weekend for the National Air 
Races, then heads for New York to 
huddle William F. Rodgers, M-G 
distribution veepee, on releasing 

lans for “Intruder in the Dust,” 
ilmization of the William Faulkner 
novel. 


Bucks County, Pa. 


By Sol Jacobson 

John Carradine learned after 
performance Mon. (8) in “The 
Heiress” at New Hope -he had be- 
come the father of son in San 
Mateo, Cal. All wires are phoned 
in evening in sticks so producer 
Theron Bamberger became stork 
messenger during curtain call be- 
fore audience. 


Ruth and Gus Goetz in from 


| their 


Keller’s Corners 


with Mrs. Phillip Goodman their 
guest. 

Al 
route from Washington to N. Y. to 
visit with Eleanor Pollock. He’s 
pix editor of Washington Times- 
Herold. 

John Beaufort and Francesca 
Brunning in for weekend. 

Sylvan Levins vacationing with 
Rosa de Young, his mother-in-law, 
at Stony Hill home. 

Carl Allensworth stopped off en- 
route home from Barter Theatre 
production of his “Count Your 
Blessings.” 

Dorothy Sandlin took over for 
Susanna Foster last week at Lam- 
bertville Music Circus in “Bitter 
Sweet” when cold and sore throat 
bedded star. 

Sara Seegar tossed shindig for 
Playhouse cast and crew at her 
Newtown farm Mon. (15), after 
preem of “3 Men” at New Hope. 
She and husband Ezra Stone check 
out for AFRA convention on Coast 
next week. 


Westport, Conn. 


By Humphrey Doulens 
Vern Alves weekending here. 
Grace Filkins has gone to Glou- 


cester. 

Ayn Rand visiting the Richard 
Mealands. 

Gene and Polly Tunney at ‘heir 
Maine camp. 

Irene Delroy visiting Joe and 
Edna Gibney. 

Anne Whelan due back next 


Dagmar Godowsky, siren star of 
silent films, visiting relatives here. 
week from three months in Italy. 

This year’s “Silvermine Sillies” 
now in rehearsal has been labeled 
“Arts and Flowers.” Paul Kwaftin 
is staging. 

Doro Morande, whose querolous 


housemaid, has Westport listening | 
Burrows,” tak- | 


to “Breakfast with 
ing bows in Achorn’s Drug Store. 

Alfred Crowns and Morris Hel- 
prins among the show biz summer 
colony here. Crown is Goldwyn 
v.p. and Helprin American rep of 
Sir Alexander Korda. 

Miles White, Katherine Bard, 
Theresa Helburn, Eleanor French 
Vern Alves, Paul Kwartin, Christie 
MacDonald, Justin Sturm at the 
opening of “Western Wind” ai 
country playhouse. 


Paris 
By Maxime de Beix 
(33 Blud. Montparnasse ) 


Eddie Lewis to Deauville. 

Jean McCormick in Paris. 

George Raft back from the Ri- 
viera. 

The Joe Bellforts prepping a trip 
to U. S. 

The Wladimir Lissims in Swit- 
zerland. 

Bob Harley taking a quick trip 
to Germany. 

Elen Dosia back in tewn from 
Alpine vacation. 

Gloria Bragiotti writing for Phil- 
adelphia Bulletin. 


Valentin Mandelstamm vacation- | 


ing in Normandy. 


Eric von Stroheim here for three | 


days from Riviera. 


The Joe Bellforts to U.S. until 


end of September. 

Jacques (‘“‘Tovaritch’) 
film “Age de Juliette.” 

Raoul Levy shifting affices to rep 
Edward Small productions. 

Lawyer Jean Rapoport prepping 
visit to U. S. in September. 

Arletty skedded for French adap- 
tation of “Streetcar Named De- 
sire.” 

Paris Presse, evening daily, in- 
cepting a special Friday cinema 
page. 

Cynda Glenn, after three days in 
Paris, off to the Riviera for three 
weeks. 

Gerald Mayer back in Paris for 
three days and off to Belgium and 
Holland. 

Bill Little, of Albany Club, Lon- 
don, due in Deauville for the rac- 
ing season. 

The Elias Lapineres back from 
their Malicorne fishing and paint- 
ing vacation. 

Lawyer Charles Campbell back 
at his Crillon apartment after 
month is U.S. 

Leo Berger, prewar Metro mid- 
Europe sales, and now in the ship- 
ping business, giving Paris the o.0. 

Ballet Roland Petit doing busi- 
ness at the Marigny and interest- 
ing both the Shuberts and Lou 
Walters. 

Dick Cowell enlisting Guido Or- 
lando’s help to get an O. K. from 


Deval to 


the French to install motels on 
French roads. 
“Whispering” Jack Smith and 


musician Frank deVol cocktailed by 
Julia Smith (no relative) of ECA 
radio staff, on eve of his homing. 

The Lacy Kastners had enough 
visitors to hold a Columbia board 
meeting, with the Harry Cohns, 
Jack Seegals, Arnold Pickers and 
Arnold Grant. 


farm to | 
| catch Margaret Phillips and Carra- 
dine in ‘‘The Heiress” at Playhouse | 


Armitages stopped off en- 


London 


C. V. France, noted legit actor, 
left around $58,000. 


Impresario Victor Hochauser en- 





Yorker ,profile on hotel owner 
Andre Sella. 
Clifton Webb and his mother 


stopped in Genoa long enough to 


| switch bags from train to car, pose 


gaged to Lilian Shield, non-profes-_ 


sional. 


Bobby Wright and Marion leav- 
ing for Australia Aug. 18 for in-| 
'open Paris branch, but admits in- 


definite stay. 

Richard Ainley writing biography 
of his father, Henry Ainley, noted 
matinee idol of his day. 

Ruth Brummer, formerly with 
WNEVW, New York, has now joined 
the Erwin Wasey advertising agency 
as radio manager. 

Marilyn Hightower, featured 
dancer in “Roundabout,” planning 
a Christmas wedding to Dick Hur- 
ran, who staged the show. 

Bob Goldstein, after commuting 
for five weeks between Paris, Rome 
and London looking over shows and 
film studios activities, returning to 
New York on the Queen Elizabeth. 

Lawrence Wright is seriously 
considering retaining his revue “On 
With the Show,” currently at North 
Pier, Blackpool, for next year’s 
summer season. Show has been do- 
| ing capacity ever since it opened 
| June 27. 
| Harold Steinman’s “Skating Van- 
|ities” already booked for return 
|date at Wembley. It will be eighth 
|edition with new costumes, scenes 
‘and dresses. Despite no date of 
| opening has been announced, man- 
agement has been inundated with 
customers for seats, with 5,000 
seats already disposed of. 

Archie Menzies arranging to go 
to Australia early next year to 
stage his former London shows, in- 
cluding “The Astonished Ostrich,” 
“Return Journey” and “Quintette 
in Discord.” Meanwhile he has 
completed his first drama, titled 
“Hell’s Lagoon,” which he intends 
to produce in the West End under 
own management. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 

The Sunset Drive-In theatre, in 
nearby Fairfax County, Va. is 
slated for an Aug. 22 preem. 

Norman Jackter, Columbia sales- 
man, has transferred to local Va- 
riety tent from Charlotte, N. C. 

Dick Sykes, student director and 
actor at Catholic U, inked for a 
lead in the new George Abbott mu- 
sical, ‘‘Touch and Go.” 

Al Sherman, TV and film consult- 
ant, has scheduled for fall produc- 
tion “Holiday Time,” described as 
the “first travelog ever ptoduced 
| for video.” 
| David Polland, local film flack, is 
| volunteer coordinator of press, ra- 
|dio and motion pictures in relief 
| drive for victims of the Ecuadoran 
earthquake. 

Max Youngstein, Paramount exec 
in charge of flackery and advertis- 
ing, was guest speaker yesterday 
| (16) before Advertising Club of 
| Washington, where he again hob- 
'nobbed with friends he made when 
wartime motion picture coordina- 
‘tor for Treasury bond drives. 


Riviera 
By Margaret Gardner 


Mistinguett at Menton. 

Harry Cohn at the Carlton. 

Walt Disney at Beaulieu’s La Re- 
serve. 

Harry Cohns in and out of the 
Carlton. 


for some pix (by tourists), before 


driving off to France. 
Charles Miller stopped for 
Secretive about MCA’s plans to 


terest in foreign talent. 


Jimmy Davis, composer of, 
“Lover Man,” guesting on the 
“This Is Paris” show, and then 


opening at the Club De Paris on 
the Cannes’ Broadway, La Crois- 
sette. 

Darryl Zanuck entertained at a 
formal dinner at the Carlton hotel 
last week, when he gave the pre- 
miere showing of “Prince of 
Foxes.” Guest list included the 
Duke and Duchess of Windsor, the 
Jourdans, Elsa Maxwell, 
Oberon and Norma Shearer. 


Chicago 

Buddy Ebson takes lead in “Man 
From Home” at Chevy Chase Sum- 
mer Theatre, Aug. 16-21. 

Railroad Fair passed its 1948 
record last week with over 1,000,- 
000 attendance this year. 

Alan Ladd and Phyllis Calvert 
here for scenes of “Postal Inspec- 
tor,” which will have a Chi locale. 

Donald O’Connor, Charles Co- 
burn and Josh Shelley in town 
for preem of ‘Yes Sir, That’s my 
Baby.” 

Ernie Byfield hosted celebs in 
town at a lavish porty in Parade 
Room, Ambassador- East Hotel, 
Wed. (10). 

Gert Bromberg, legit flack, will 
handle National company of ‘Kiss 
Me, Kate,” and precede company 
into Chi for Sept. 22 opening. 

Rio Cabana, downtown nitery, is 
giving up the girlie policy to 
launch a musical montage type of 
show, similar to College Inn “Sa- 
lute Series.” 

Grant Park concerts will run a 
week longer than usual to feature 
original Israeli music. Nicolai 
Malko directs and Cantor Moses | 
—— is guest soloist for Aug. | 

5-21, 


4 
Buenos Aires | 


This month veteran cinemactor 
Enrique Muino celebrates 50 years 
in show biz. 

For the third time in succession 
Tito Guizar has reneged on a con- 
tract to work in Argentine legit, 
pix and radio. 

Argentina crooners are organiz- 
ing their own union, with the 
SADIAC (local ASCAP) collaborat- 
ing in the preliminary organization. 

Carmen Amaya and family are 
expected back in Buenos Aires in 
September, and will take over the 
Grand Splendid theatre, formerly 
used for pix exhibition. | 

Assn. of Argentine Film Com- | 
mentators decided to expel Miguet 


_P. Tato, better known as “Nestor,” | 
former chief of the Japanese Em- | 


bassy Press Bureau in Buenos Aires | 
during World War II. 

Giannella de Marco, five-year- 
old Italian moppet symphonic con- | 
ductress, has arrived in Buenos. 
Aires to conduct at the Gran Rex. 
theatre, with the Belgrano radio | 


| network putting her on the air. 


Michele Morgan and Henri Vidal | 


at Juan-les-Pins. 


Mariella Lotti, Italian film star, | 


resting at Rapallo. 

Jack Smith and Frank de Vol at 
Beaulieu’s La Reserve. 

Barney Balaban, accompanied by 
wife and daughter, spending sev- 
eral weeks in Cannes. 

Stewart Granger and _ Alicia 
Markova arrived at Nice on the 
same plane from London. 

Edith Piaf gave three concerts 
on the Riviera last week, at Cannes, 
Juan-les-Pins and Menton. 

Barney Balaban and family off 
to Milan, on first stop of tour of 
Paramount’s Italian offices 

Ava Gardner in “One Touch of 
Venus” (U) packing them in locally 
at Genoa’s open-air Parco theatre. 

Tatiana Pavlova, Russo-Italian 
dramatic star and local fave, due 
at Genoa’s Augustus theatre with 
her repertory company. 

Bill Robson back in Cannes after 
a brief trip to Paris where he 
scripted the special one-shot Eddie 
Cantor Marshall Plan radio show. 

Cannes becoming royalty con- 
scious with the arrival of former 
Queen-Mother of Italy and ner 
daughter Queen Jeanne ot Bul- 
garia. 

Macario, Italian comedian, 
shooting final scenes of latest pic, 
“How I Discovered America,” on 
liner Saturnia laid up in Genoa 
harbor. 

Katherine Dunham, after a suc- 
cessful preem at Monte Carlo 
Sporting Club, gave three dance 
recitals at Nice’s open air theatre 
Verdure. 

Geoffrey Hellman, accompenied 
by his wife and Mrs. Harold Koss, 
at Hotel du Cap, preparing a New 





Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Maestro Billy Catizone and bride 
off to Florida on honeymoon. 

Four Knights at Monte Carlo 
again for quick repeat Friday (19). 

Mrs. Lenny Litman, wife of the 
cafe owner, bedded with virus 
pneumonia. | 
Jules Pfeiffer’s nitery presenta- 
tion of “The Drunkard” into Copa 
for run beginning Sept. 5. 

Farley Granger in town for a 


round of press and radio activities 


in connection with 
McCoy.” 

With closing of summer operetta 
season, Maurice Spitalny and his 
wife took off for 10 days in At- 
lantic City. 


“Roseanna 


_ Jackie Heller back into his 
Carousel after two weeks on the 
road, and has Guy Rennie and 


Joan Holloway on bill with him. 


Copenhagen 
. By Victor Skaarup 
On a Slow Boat to China” is this 
summer's biggest song hit here. 
Cirkus Schumann completely 


sold out every day in the week. | 


Season closes in Octber. 

Biggest Hollywood hit in town is 
“Knock on Any Door” (Col) in its 
third month at Seala-Bio. 

Oscar Holst celebrated his 5th 
anniversary as an actor with a mid- 
night show in his circus revue tent 
at Bakken. 

Stig Lommer’s horror show 
“Uha,” with five one-actors a la 
Grand Guignol, was so big a hit at 
Hornbak bathing resort, that it’s 
a moved into Frederiksberg the- 
atre, 


ay 
week in Cannes on way to Italy. | Manhattan. 


Merle | 


-cano” in Liperi. 


| - Hollywood 


| Henry Koster to Sun Vv 
_ Vacation. 
| Irene Dunne to San PF; 
vacation. 

Chico Marx airlined 


alley on 
“ANCiseg on 


In from 
' Harry Cohn due hom 
| a Aug. 7 © from Eu. 
| erman Levy hospitali : 
'an attack of polio. siete. with 
John Scott Trotter 
N. C., on vacation. 
Harpo Marx returned 
long stay in Europe 
Sonja Henie in town afte 
tume fittingg in N. Y. 
Frank Fay recovering fry 
ery in in Santa Monica. 
Compton Bennett in from 
land for huddles at Metro 
Peggy Dow out of the 
~~. penicillin poisoning. 
.on McCallister to La : 
| gander the strawhat testion™ ” 
Russell Holman in town for pr 
duction huddles at Paramount “6 
_Tamara Toumanova in town after 
eight months of balleting in Eu- 
rope. 


o Charlotte, 


from a 


r Cos- 
™ Surg. 
Eng- 
hospital 


Samuel Goldwyn and his wif 
on a 10-day vacation : 
Tahoe. at Lake 


Ronald Reagan 
hospital to nurse 
at home. 

Loretta Young hospitalized after 
collapsing on the “Key to the City” 
set at Metro. 

Anthony Mann to South Dakota 
to trap Redskins for “Devil's Door- 
way,’ which will be filmed in ¢C 
orado. 

Maureen O'Hara's illness caused 
a week’s delay in the start of “The 
Bowie Knife.” 

Monroe Greenthal in from N. y 
for exploitation conferences with 
Samuel Goldwyn. 

Marion Bereman checked out of 
the Universal-International flack- 
ery to await motherhood. 

Mel Ferrer to La Jolla to direct 


released from 
his broken leg 


ol- 


|John Lund and Ward Bond in the 


strawhat production of “Command 
Decision.” 


— 


South Africa 


By Joe Hanson 


KARFO, Dutch Reformed 
Church film organization, to estab- 
lish studios at Pretoria. 

Claudio Arrau, Chilean pianist, 
on concert tour here, also Erna 
Sack, coloratura soprano. 

Deborah Kerr expected to visit 
Cape Town en route to East Africa 
for filming of M-G’s “King Solo- 
mon’s Mines.” 

Film biz is way down, with pix 
of caliber of “‘Barkleys of Broad- 
way” (M-G) and “‘Maytime in May- 
fair” (London Films) doing only 


| little better than average. 


“Present Laughter,” staged by 
Brian Brooke Repertory Co. at the 


| Hofmeyr theatre, Cape Town, now 
| in 


sixth week, establishing all- 
time record of legit runs in South 
Africa. 

“Annie Get Your Gun” given 
ovation at opening at His Majesty’s, 


Johannesburg. Most lavish pro- 
duction ever staged in South 
Africa. Show is 50th produced for 


African theatres by veteran pro- 
ducer Phil Levard. 


Rome 


By Helen McGill Tubbs 
Radie Harris visiting Rome. | 
Mr. and Mrs. Harry Cohn in 
Venice. 

Richard Ney and wife are at the 
Excelsior hotel. ihe 

Lois Maxwell, now working 11 
“Tomorrow is Too Late” at Titanus 
Studios, has taken an apartment in 
Rome. 

Geraldine Brooks is seeing Rome 
after being on location for “Vu 





The Bud Ornsteins, Betsey Slait, 


Doris Dowling, Jerry CapPl 
the Mike Frankovitches (Binnie 
Barnes), Marina Berti, to Venlce 


last week. the 
William C. Tubbs assigned bh 
role of Sergeant Roy in “The = y 


y . + 
is Red,” being produced by, _ 
Films. Company goes on location 


Leghorn. 

Bdourade Cianelli has just 7“ 
pleted a film, “Patto col rt 
(“Bargain with the Devil”) with io 
Miranda at Scalera Studios. Al : 

| Fabrizzi, Italian character actor, - 
directing and starring in a picture 
‘ealled, “Benvenuto, Reveren 4 
(“Welcome, Reverend”) which 
helped write. 


Vienna 


By Emil W. eae 
Taylor Caldwell in Salzburs- 
Marta Eggert and Jan Kiepura 
in Bad Gastein. . 
Gratz Film working on a Habs 
burg pic, “Archduke Johann. a, 
Willi Forst’s color film, “Vie 
Girls,” cut in Sievering studios. 4. 
Czerny Film bought Hans we 
erer’s script, “Mysterious Hot whe 
Emmerich Kalman writing 
music to a Karl- Farkas © 
'“Ronacher.” 
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_ each other suspiciously. 
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~ OBITUARIES 





AL SHEAN 
Al Shean, 81, veteran trouper 
and member of the famed vaude 
team of Gallagher & Shean, died 
in New York Aug. 12. _ ; 
Details in the vaudeville section. 


HARRY DAVENPORT 

Harry Davenport, 83, stage and 
screen actor for 78 years, died Aug. 
9 at his Hollywood home. He re- 
cently completed a role in “Riding 

High” at Paramount and was slated 
to start in “Please Believe Me” at 
Metro this week. 

Scion of an old stage family, 
Davenport spent practically his en- 
tire life in show business. His 
career began at the age of five in 
“Damon and Pythias” at the Sel- 
wyn theatre, Boston, in 1871. On 
the stage he played with Joseph 
Jefferson, John McCullough, Frank 
Mayo, David Warfield, Frank Ba- 
con, Mrs. John Drew, Maxine Elli- 
ott, Ethel Barrymore, Phyllis Ran- 
kin and numerous others. Through 
his marriage to Miss Rankin he 
was the uncle of Ethel, Lione! and 
John Barrymore. His father, E. L. 
Davenport, was one of the leading 
tragedians of his day. 

Among the plays in which he ap- 
eared were “H. M. S. Pinafore,” 
‘Rip Van Winkle,” “Monte Cristo,” 
“The Belle of New York,” “The 


Naked Truth,” “Sari,” ‘‘Lightnin’.”’ 








IN LOVING MEMORY OF 
My Dear Wife 


MAUDE RYAN 


(August 15, 1935) 
CHAS. INNESS 


“Three 

Master,” 
“Topaze” and “Hay Fever.” 
port started his film career in 1912 
and functioned for a time as a di- 


Wise Fools,” “The 
“Old Man Minnick,” 


Daveiu- 


rector for the Vitagraph Co. in 
New York, but later returned to 
acting. 

Surviving are his son, Edward L. 
Davenport, television 
three daughters, 
Davenport and Mrs. Dorothy Dav- 
enport Reid. 





SIDNEY. R. FLEISHER 

Sidney R. Fleisher, 62, a partner 
in the law firm of Fleisher & Col- 
ton, theatrical attorneys, died in 
Brewster, N. Y., Aug. 10. 

Since 1936, Fleisher had been 
the negotiator, by appointment of 
the Dramatists Guild of the 
Authors League of America, for 
the sale of motion-picture rights of 
produced plays. 

Before 1926 film producers buy- 
ing plays sent checks to both the 
authors and the producers and 
sometimes the recipients looked at 
In 1926 
the Minimum Basic Agreement be- 
tween the Guild and the theatri- 
cal producers was drawn up an 
the late Joseph P. Bickerton, Jr., 
noted theatrical lawyer, was 
chosen as arbiter. Fleisher was 
long associated with Bickerton and 
when the latter died in 1936 
Fleisher was chosen in his place 
and the title changed to negotiator. 


The Fleisher-Colton firm repre- | 


sents the Authors League of Amer- 
ica and its Dramatists Guild, 
Radio Writers Guild and Authors 
Guild. Its clients also have 


Rose Franken and Joseph Kessel- 
ring. 


Survived by wife and son. 


THEODORE BEKEFI 

Theodore Bekefi, 57, former 
member of the Russian Imperial 
Ballet and later featured in Amer- 
ican vaudeville, died Aug. 1 in Las 

egas, following a major operation. 

ekefi first appeared in America 
as partner of Adeline Genee in the 
Charles Dillingham production, 
Bachelor Belles,” in 1910. Return- 
ing to Russia at that time, he 
danced with Tamara Karsavina 
and Anna Pavlova in St. Peters- 
burg, but at the outbreak of the 

Ussian revolution in 1918 he 
Made this country his home. He 
_Was a headliner on the Keith cir- 
ian for a number of years and in 
-" Played the Palace theatre, 
“RB N. X., in an act known as 

ekefi’s Theatre Grotesque,” un- 
art. management of Rosalie Stew- 


With the decline of vaudeville 


€ founded ballet schools on the | 


Cast coast. 
e 
Cal 


In the last four years 
conducted a school in Laguna, 





M QUEENA SANFORD 

f rs. Queena Draper, 66, widow 

a H. Bristow Draper, former 

i Sident of the Draper Corp., died 
is pecale, Mass., Aug. 13. 

: ueena Sanford, she was sing- 

‘Wg in “The Rich Mr. eeger- 


Music | 


producer; | 
Kate and Ann | 


in- | 
cluded Ed Wynn, George Abbott, | 


heimer” when Draper, son of a for- 
mer Massachusetts governor, mar- 
ried her secretly. When announcea, 
| the story made headline copy for a 
long time, and eventually Draper’s 
|estrangement from his family 
ended. 
| . Three sons survive. 





| MARGARET MITCHELL 
Margaret Mitchell, 46, author of 

“Gone With the Wind,” died in At- 

lanta Aug. 16. Miss Mitchell was 


Struck by a speeding automobile 
on her way to an Atlanta theatre 
Aug. 11. Her husband, who was 


with her at the time, escaped in- 
jury. 

Miss Mitchell gained world re- 
nown from the publication of her 
novel, which was turned into a 
film in 1939 by David O. Selznick. 
Starring Clark Gable and Vivien 
Leigh it has grossed over $30,- 
000,000 to date in world-wide dis- 
tribution. It is the biggest gross- 
er in film history with the possible 
exception of “Birth of a Nation.” 





change, died in that city Aug. 13. 

With the firm some 27 years, he 
served nine years in Chicago prior 
| to going to the Coast. 





HARRY EICHLER 


| Harry Eichler, 78, former trum- 
peter in the bands of John Philip 
| Sousa and Victor Herbert, died in 
Philadelphia, Aug. 10. 

In later years, he had been a 
music teacher. 





| 
JOE MEYERS 

Joe Meyers, 35, trumpeter with 
' various Coast orchesi‘s:, was 
found dead Aug. 9 in a Hollywood 
rooming house. 

Police called it suicide. 





Sister-in-law, 26, of Herb Rosen- 
thal, head of Music Corp. of Amer- 
ica television dept. in New Yark, 
died of infantile paralysis, Aug 
14 at Roslyn, N. Y. 


Arthur Hamilton, 65. projection- 
ist at the Morton theatre in Boston 
for 25 years, died Aug. 6 while 
visiting in Port Huron, Mich. 





Sarah Langman, 46, director of 
public relations for 16 years at Sta- 


Her husband, John Marsh, At-| tion KFWB, died Aug. 8 in Los 
lanta advertising exec, survives. Angeles. 
< = 
DR. KARL WEIGL Father, 69, of Frankie Yankovic, 
Dr. Karl Weigl, 68, Austrian-| Orch leader, died Aug. 13 in Cleve- 


born composer and conductor, died 
in New York, Aug. 11. Recently 
he had been a member of the com- 
position faculty of the American 
Theatre Wing Professional Train- 
ing Program. 


Among his other compositions, | 


Dr. Weigl had composed six sym- 
phonies, three overtures, four con- 
certi and eight string quartets. 

Survived by wife, son and a 
daughter. 





JOHN JACOBS 


ac 5 iol ane S < es 
PP agg My Pri ee gee London, Aug. 12. Bride is a film | 
Distributors, died in London fast @°''®SS: me 18 BH RETOF. beat 
Wednesday (10) after a long illness. Arthura (Artra) Baer to Martin 
He had been with Universal-Inter- Kalmanoff, Aug. 19, New York. 
national for many years, and joined She’s the daughter of the Bugs 
GFD when that company merged Baers and works in the society 


with U-I for United Kingdom re- 
lease purposes. 
Survived by wife and son. 





JOHN A. SHEA 
John A. Shea, 39, who was head 
| of the buying and booking depart- 


ment of Shea Theatrical Enter- 
prises, N. .Y., which operates a 
chain of film theatres, died in 


Yonkers, N. Y., Aug. 13. 


| Before joining the Shea firm in| 


1930, he was a salesman for Metro- 
| Goldwyn-Mayer in New York. 
Survived by wife and four sons. | 


| 
CHARLES R. OSBORNE 
Charles R. Osborne, manager of | 
_the Lake theatre, Lake George, and | 
|one-time branch manager in Mont- | 
/real and later supervisor of check- | 
| ers in the Albany district for War- | 
| ners, died in Glens Falls, N. Y., Aug. 
| 5. He had been connected with film | 
_business for 30 years. 
|, Survived by wife, three daugh- 
_ters and a brother. 





V. L. BARNES 

V. L. Barnes, 79, film player and 
former newspaper artist, died Aug. 
9 in Los Angeles. 

Before taking up acting he 
worked on such newspapers as the 
Denver Post and the Chicago Daily 
News and functioned as an artist- 
correspondent in Manila during the 
Spanish-American War. 


HAROLD H. KOPP 
Harold H. Kopp, 65, manager of 
the Fox-West Coast Lido theatre, 
Los Angeles, 
years, died there Aug. 14. 
Survived by wife, daughter, and 
son, Robert, of the Coast law firm 
'of Gang, Kopp & Tyre. 





DANIELA PALMER 

Daniela Palmer, 42, Italian ac- 
tress, died in Rome, Aug. 1l. Au- 
thorities there said death was due 
to an overdose of sleeping pills. 

Born in Milan as Giulia Fogliati, 
she took the stage name of Palmer 
and had headed her own company 
since 1930. 

CHARLES WEBB 

Charles Webb, 80, former vaude 
performer who, with his wife, had 
done a musical act for many years 
on vaude circuits, died in New 
York, Aug. 11. 

Mrs. Webb died last June. 





RALPH T. WILLEY 
Ralph T. Willey, 57, radio engi- 
neer of Mutual Broadcasting Sys- 


for the past eight |! 


land. 

Father of Leo De Lyon, vaude 
and cafe comic, died Aug. 12 in 
New York. 

MARRIAGES 

Rebecea Franklin to Ward More- 
house, Statesboro, Ga., Aug. 13, 
He’s drama editor-critic of N. Y. 
Sun: bride is former newspaper- 
woman. 

Angela Lansbury to Peter Shaw, 


dept. of the N. Y. Journal-Ameri- 
can; groom is a songwriter. 

Elizabeth Everhardy to Frank 
Cleaver, Los Angeles, Aug. 8. 
Bride is a member of Paramount’s 
writing staff. 

Evelyn Ball to Ira Wit. N. Y.. 
Aug. 3. Bride is in the 20th-Fox 
studio’s lab dept.; he on N.Y. staff 
of VARIETY. 

Jacqueline Dalya to Robert Hil- 
liard, Las Vegas, Aug. 9. Bride is 
a screen actress; he’s a songwriter. 

Martha Stewart to George 
O’Hanlon, Santa Monica, Aug. 6. 
Both are film players. 

Julia Dalga to Sam Murray, San 
Antonio, Aug. 7. He’s a member 
of the engineering staff of KCOR 
there. 

Joan Way to Malcolm Richards, 
Cincinnati, Aug. 10. He’s a 
WCPO disk jockey. 


| Virginia L. Dragon to Lionel 


‘Irwin, Jr., Penacook, N. H., Aug. 7. 
| He’s manager of the Palace theatre 
| there. 

| Claire Menei to Walt Heebner, 
Lake Arrowhead, Cal., Aug. 14. 
Groom is west coast recording di- 
rector for RCA-Victor. 

Martha Stewart to George 
|O’Hanlon, Santa Monica, Aug. 6. 
Bride is film actress and former 
wife of comedian Joe E. Lewis; 
he’s star of Warner’s Joe Mc- 
Doakes comedies. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Norman Barasch, 
son, New York. Aug. 15. Father is 
a radio scripter 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank Sundstrom, 


daughter, Hollywood, Aug. 9. 
Father is a film actor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Art Pallan, 
daughter, Pittsburgh, Aug. § 


Father’s a WWSW disk jock. 

Mr. and Mrs. Everett Neill, son, 
Pittsburgh, July 25. Father’s a 
bandleader and KDKA producer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Harry Robertshaw, 
son, Piffsburgh, Aug. 3. Mother's 
Sally Kettles, radio actress. 

Mr. and Mrs. George Watson, 
son. Chicago, Aug. 11. Father is a 
WBBM announcer there. 

Mr. and Mrs. Gene Graves, 
daughter, Philadelphia, Aug. 
Father is disk jockey with KYW 
there. 
| Mr. and Mrs. Robert E. Kintner, 
son, New York, Aug. 14. Father is 
an ABC exec veepee. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert is same d 


/tem, died in Roselle Park, N. J., daughter, Poughkeepsie, N. a 
Aug. 11. Aug. 14. Father is co-producer of 

Survived by wife, son and the Valley Players at Malden 
daughter. Bridge, N. Y. 





JACK HOWLAND 
Jack Howland, 65, sales manager 


| Los Angeles ex- 


| with Warners 


Mr. and Mrs. Joe Musse, daugh- 
‘ter, Chicago, Aug. 13. Father is 
with Associated Booking Agency in 
Chi. 








Behop’s Small but Steady Beat 








the bop form, it’s contended. But 
bop is pushing through the welter 
of phoniness on its merits which 
Duke Ellington recently termed as 


the only advancement made _ in 
modern music. Ellington, person- 
ally, however, is keeping out of 


the bop camp. 

But while Ellington and some 
other top musicians are sticking 
their proven styles, a flock of 
portant leaders have moved close: 


to 


mM 


to bop. Some of them dont know 
they are playing bop and others 
don’t care. Benny Goodman has 
stated that it didn’t matter if some 
of his sidemen play bop, as long 
as they play well. Jimmy Dorsey, 


referring to a group of bop players 
in his crew, has said, “There 
two factions in my band, but 
friction.” 

Other bandleaders who LiV- 
ing bop a twirl, even if only once- 
lightly-over, include Charlie Bar- 
net, Ziggy Elman, Claude Thorn 
hill, Gene Krupa, Lionel Hampton, 
Count Basie and Coleman Hawkins 
among others. In addition, 
course, there are the heavily 
accented aggregations led by 


are 
no 


are 


of 
bop- 
Dizz. 


Gillespie, George Shearing, Woody 
Herman, Machito and the more 
| esoteric, but highly rated Charlie 


Parker. 

An increasing number of vocal- 
ists are warming up to bop also 
jalthough many of bop’s best friends 
would rather file and forget the 
screwball numbers titled “Oop Bop 
Shi Bau,” “Oo-pa-pa-da” and “Oo! 
ya-ka.” Bop, however, also has a 
repertory of numbers which are 
super-seriously titled ‘“‘Anthropol- 
jogy.” “Epistrophy” and “Ornith 
ology.” 

Bop City the Capital 


Although the peak of the bop 
craze passed away sometime last 
year, currently there are more bop 
musicians working regularly than 
any time since its birth in 1943 
Bop City, Broadway nitery, has 
been the central showcase for this 
type of music since it opened sev- 
eral months ago. While many of 
its attractions, like Billy Eckstine, 
are not boppists, there’s enough 
bop to go around for the younger 
generation of jazz fans who have 
made this enterprise a lucrative 
proposition. 

On 52d street, the vanishing race 
of strippers is being replaced by 
the bop crowd which makes up in 
earnestness what it now lacks in 
size. Cafe Society Downtown in 
Greenwich Village is also fiddling 
with new type of chords in its 
current layout featuring Coleman 
Hawkins’ slightly boppified combo. 
‘Monte Kay, meantime, is also 
slated to open a bop spot, Bird- 
jland, on the site of the shuttered 
, Cliqu@g Club. 
| Bop musicians are also working 
jazz spots located in other metro- 
politan centers. While the pavoff 
‘is low compared to the coin com- 
manded by the top pop bands, it’s 
more than most of the bop musi- 
cians received a couple of years 
ago. Another factor blocking the 
bop bands from sharing the big 
coin, where it’s still to be had, is 
the discriminatory attitude against 
mixed white-and-Negro aggrega- 
| tions, still prevalent in some class 
spots. You gotta approach bop with 
r sense of relativity, say its de- 
| fenders. 


| Disks Slow A-Boppin’ 


In the disking industry, bop has 
also copped a fair share of the rev- 
enue, again considéged relatively. 
While few bop records have scaled 
the 100,000 mark, it’s pointed out 
that the indie platteries, with their 
limited distrib facilities, can make 
a profit with only a 5,000 sale. In 
any case, the small disk companies 
are still baking the bop records in 
fairly large quantities with the 
prime motive of profit. Heavy 
disk jockey plugging of bop records 
by Fred Robbins, Symphony Sid 
and Leonard Feather in New York, 
Dave Garroway in Chicago and 
other platter pilots is also keeping 
alive bop prospects in a generally 
Sagging market. 

Tipoff to bop’s grip on the 
younger crop of instrumentalists is 
evidenced by the good sale of bop 
sheet music, handled mostly by 
J. J. Robbins & Sons publishers. 
Bop, incidentally, 
strong interest among the hot jazz 
youngsters dn the classical modern 
composers from Ravel to Hinde- 
mith. 

Europe’s jazz aficionados, usual- 
ly discriminating and objective in 
appraising developments in modern 


music, have also cottoned to bop’s | 


has also cued ° 
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of 
ago, 
drew 


new idiom. 
Europe, a 
while 


yillespie’s tour 
couple of years 
financially a setback, 


‘terrific crowds in the chief capitals. 


Several bop bands have been form- 
ed in Europe, notably Germany, 
and it’s reported that an under- 


zround bop movement is stirring 
behind the Iron Curtain in Czecho 
slovakia where it's officially ban- 
ned. Leonard Feather’s recent 


book, “Inside Be-Bop,”” was smug- 
as a text. Tadd Dameron, 


Gillespie’s arranger, also did some 


‘led in 


prosyletizing on his recent Euro 
pean tour and will return there 
in October. 

Bop, in short, is no longer a 


battle-cry—it’s a fait accompli. 


Anglo-U.S. Pattern 
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sion of territories rather than 
profits with the British producer 
taking Eastern Hemisphere rights 
and the American partner, the 
western half of the world. 
Sounding Out H’wood 

St. John, who will visit the Coast 
during his three-week U. S. stay, 
told VaArteEty yesterday (Tues.): 
We will welcome joint production 
deals. I'm ready to talk to anyone 
who has frozen pounds. Nobody is 


barred. I'm going to the Coast 
and I expect to talk to all major 
companies.” 

British production exec readily 


conceded the advantages to Rank. 
“It means we can make big pic- 
tures,” St. John said. “We'll keep 
the territories we know and the 
American companies can get the 


Vestern Hemisphere. Each of us 
will put up half the price.” 

There is no doubt that the 
majors are ready to meet any 
likely joint production § proposal 
half-way. From the Coast, reliable 


reports come that Metro, UA, 20th- 
Fox and RKO are ready to talk to 
John or any other British 
producer whose production ex- 
perience rates. As for Paramount, 
presence of Paul Raibourn in Eng- 
land is believed a preliminary to 
its entry into such a_ program. 
Universal has already made an 
ambitious partnership pact with 
Rank. 
Skirts Currency Curbs 


Joint production deals would 
effectively breach the currency 
restrictions imposed by the Anglo- 
American film pact and pave the 
way for a future course of conduct, 
it is noted. New type pact sought 
by St. John and welcomed by the 
majors is double-edged so far as 
the restrictions are concerned. Not 
only does it absorb frozen pounds 
amassed by American companies 
in the form of production expendi- 
tures but it also exempts the prod- 
uct from the barriers raised against 
dollar remittances. 

Since territories rather than 
overall profits are divided, there 
would be no need to remit dollars 
from England. Whatever a jointly- 
produced pic produced in the way 
of revenues in the Western Hemi- 
sphere would be pocketed by the 
American company without the 
need of trans-Atlantic trading. 


St. John’s presence on the Coast 
will implement the recently-closed 


C4 
OL. 


deal made by Joseph H. Seidel- 


man, U’s foreign chief, and the 
Rank interests. British exec has 
brought across a number of scripts 
which he will submit to William 
Goetz, U’s production head, for 
possible partnering. Goetz, on his 
part, has several scripts which he 
wants to discuss with St. John. 











Ethel Barrymore 
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internationally famed, where she 
previously had been limited by the 
stage medium.” Miss Burke paid 
respects to “the finest actress of 
our day,” saying “you don’t just 
love and admire Ethel Barrymore. 
You worship her.” Lionel Barry- 
more kept his part to wishing his 
sister ‘‘a happy, happy birthday.” 

Samuel Colt, her son and John 
Barrymore, Jr., her nephew, were 
also on hand, as were Katharine 
Hepburn, Judy Garland, Mrs. 
Nicholas M. Schenck, Ava Gardner, 
Gloria Swanson, Constance Collier, 
George Cukor, Carey Wilson, 
George Sidney, Ida Koverman, Ed- 
win Knopf, Clarence Brown, Edgar 
J. Mannix, and others. 
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@ PARAMOUNT, New York 
RECORD BREAKING $103,000 
GROSS — OPENING WEEK! 


VARIETY, August 10, 1949 
Paramount (Par) (3,664: 55-$1.50) — 
Damone, others onstage (2d wk). First 
session ended last night (Tues.) roared 
ahead to giant $103,000, one of best 
opening weeks in months. 


@ CHICAGO THEATRE v 
‘ROPES UP’ for $67,000 Gross © 


VARIETY, July 13, 1949 
Estimates for This Week ; 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 50-98) — Vic ee 
Damone. Giant $67,000 looming. 7 
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AMERICA’S YOUNGEST HIT MAKER! 
- + » With the Nation’s Current 
THREE BEST-SELLING RECORDS— an all- 


“YOU'RE BREAKING MY HEART” | | =. 
- “AGAIN” = 
“MY BOLERO” | 


Exclusive MERCURY RECORD ARTIST Chen 
e QZ in | 














My sincere thanks to "PET MILK,” my sponsor, for two most Film 
wonderful years in radio. Nazis 
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